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Allen Alfred Ash

Private (Pte) 3007 Allen Alfred Ash enlisted in the 21% Infantry Battalion at Geelong on 12
July 1915. He embarked overseas on 18 November and disembarked in Egypt in mid-
December, where he was subsequently transferred and taken on strength of the 7™ Infantry
Battalion in the 2" Infantry Brigade of the 1* Australian Division on 24 February 1916.

The battalion left Egypt on 26 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 31 March, where
they entrained for the north. By 13 May they had entered the front line positions at Fleurbaix,
then moved to Ploegsteert Wood where they spent time in the line during June and sustained
47 casualties (9 killed).

On 23 July 1916, the 1* Division entered the Battle of the Somme. They captured the village
of Pozieres and held it against several German counter attacks in one of the few “British”
successes on the Somme front. The 7™ Battalion, in reserve for the first two days, occupied
the ruined village on 25 July, then held it against three further counter attacks for the loss of
54 men killed and 275 wounded.

After a short spell, the 7" Battalion returned to Pozieres on 14 August and slowly advanced
towards the heavily fortified Mouquet Farm, however the Germans held firm, for the loss of
another 241 casualties, one of whom was Pte Ash, who sustained a minor wound on 18
August but remained at duty.

BLSTRALIAN WAR MERDRIAL

The heavily fortified cellars underneath Mouquet Farm



Pte Ash contracted dysentery on 6 November and was initially evacuated to the 9™ General
Hospital at Rouen from 10 — 28 November. He was later transferred to England and admitted
to the 3™ Southern General Hospital at Oxford between 1 — 29 December 1916, then
discharged to the 1% Convalescent Depot at Weymouth from 29 December — 16 June 1917.

After his recuperation, he joined the Overseas Training Brigade at Perham Downs on 13
August. He then departed England on 17 October and travelled to Belgium, where he rejoined
the 7 Battalion in the field near Ypres, on 3 November 1917.

He was detached for work at the 2™ Brigade’s supply dump on 6 November, the same day he
reported sick to the 3™ Field Ambulance. He was sent to the 66" (British) Division Rest
Station between 6 — 12 November, where he was later diagnosed as suffering from the effects
of shell shock.

He was subsequently admitted to the 1% New Zealand Stationary Hospital at Wisques from 16
November — 22 December, then spent a week at the 32" Stationary Hospital at Wimereux
between 22 — 29 December 1917. After a further period of convalescence at Aubongue until
18 February 1918, Pte Ash was discharged to duty at the Australian Infantry Base Depot at le
Havre, then rejoined the 7™ Battalion near La Clytte, Belgium on 16 March.

The 7™ Battalion moved into the front line near Hollebeke in late March, where they were
subjected to a 90 minute German gas bombardment at midnight on 29 March, after which Pte
Ash was evacuated with gas wounds to the 11" Casualty Clearing Station on 1 April.

He was treated at the 54" General Hospital from 3 — 8 April, then evacuated to England and
admitted to the Norfolk War Hospital between 8 — 26 April, following which he was granted
leave from 26 April — 10 May 1918.

While at Hurdcott Camp, Pte Ash absented himself without leave from 9 — 12 July and was
awarded four days’ Field Punishment and the forfeit of eight days’ pay. He eventually
returned to France on 23 August and rejoined the 7™ Battalion three days later.

Following the success of the allies’ Amiens offensive in early August, the Germans retreated
east to their Hindenburg Line defences. The 1 Division participated in the assault on the
German Outpost Line east of Roisel, although the 7* Battalion was in reserve for the actual
battle on 18 September. The battalion advanced as far as Hargicourt before leaving the line
for the last time on 23 September 1918.

Pte Ash returned to England on 6 December, where he was detached for duty with the
Australian Postal Corps at AIF Headquarters in London until 16 June 1919. During his period
of service in London, he also married Miss Jessie Minnie Butler in Paddington on 29 March.

On 16 June, Pte Ash was detached to the Australian War Records Section in London, where
he served until he and his wife embarked for Australia on 23 July.

Private 3007 Allen Alfred Ash disembarked in Melbourne on 11 September, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 3 November 1919.



Name: Ash, Allen Alfred

Service Number

3007

Date enlisted

12 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 November 1915
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 5 months

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Ash, Mr Charles, father, Leopold, Victoria

Permanent address

Leopold, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 2 Y4 inches, weight — 8 stone, 8 Ibs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 7" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

18 August 1916 — Mouquet Farm, France

Nature of wounds

No details (slight). Remained at duty.

Date and place wounded (2)

6 November 1917 — near Ypres, Belgium

Nature of wounds (2)

Shell shock

Date and place wounded (3)

1 April 1918 — near Hollebeke, Belgium

Nature of wounds (3)

Gassed

Date and ship embarked for Australia

23 July 1919 (with wife)
HT Canberra

Date discharged

3 November 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Married Jessie Minnie Butler at St Stephens Church,
Paddington, London 29 March 1919.

Died 18 June 1960.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll and
Leopold War Memorial.




Herbert Oswald Ash

Private (Pte) 3457 Herbert Oswald Ash enlisted in the 22" Battalion in Geelong on 12 July
1915. He embarked overseas on 5 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt in early February,
where he was transferred and taken on strength of the 58" Infantry Battalion in the 15
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 15 March.

The battalion departed Egypt on 17 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where
they entrained for the north and experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at
Fromelles on 19 July. Although in reserve and providing medical stretcher parties initially,
the battalion was eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 247 casualties (80
killed or missing).

Pte Ash was hospitalised at the 38" Casualty Clearing Station with mumps from 20 February
— 13 March 1917, during which time the Germans withdrew their defences to newly prepared
positions on the Hindenburg Line. A cautious allied advance followed and, during the Second
Battle of Bullecourt, the 58" Battalion successfully defended earlier gains against German
counterattacks between 10 — 13 May, at a cost of 242 men (60 killed or missing).

Pte Ash enjoyed leave in England from 26 August — 8 September, after which the battalion
moved north to the Ypres sector in Belgium. On 26 September they were involved in the
Battle of Polygon Wood, which was considered a success, albeit for the loss to the battalion
of another 290 casualties.

Between 2 — 28 October, Pte Ash was detached to 5" Division Headquarters to serve as
groom to Major Freeman, after which he was promoted to Driver (Dvr) on 21 February 1918.

In response to the German Spring Offensive, on 27 March the 5" Division moved south and
the 58™ Battalion went into defensive positions along the Somme Canal on 31 March.
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On the night of 24 April, the battalion participated in the daring Australian night
counterattack that re-captured Villers-Bretonneux two days later, at the cost of 69 casualties
(14 killed).

On 4 July 1918, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15" Brigade, including the
58" Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. They achieved
all their objectives and captured around 30 German prisoners and ten machine guns, for the
loss of 40 casualties, including ten killed.

During the allies’ main offensive from Amiens on 8 August, the 5" Division “passed through”
the 3" Division and continued the advance for several kilometres, capturing the villages of
Harbonnieres and Vauvillers, and many prisoners and guns. The Germans were now on the
back foot and the Australians continued east in pursuit. By late August, they had reached the
fortified town of Peronne, which the 58" Battalion helped to capture on 1 September 1918,
for the loss of 85 casualties.

Dvr Ash was granted leave in England from 28 September — 15 October then returned to
France, where the 58" Battalion had already left the line for the last time.

He then contracted influenza and was hospitalised at the 47" Casualty Clearing Station at
Maubeuge on 11 December but ultimately died of his illness there on 18 December.

Driver 3457 Herbert Oswald Ash was later buried in the Maubeuge Centre Cemetery, France.

Dvr Herbert Oswald Ash's grave at Maubeuge Cemetery, France
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Name: Ash, Herbert Oswald

Service Number

3457

Date enlisted

12 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 22 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |5 January 1916
HMAT A19 Afric

Stated age/DOB (if known)

23 years, 11 months (12/7/1891)

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Gardener
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Ash, Mr Jabez, father,
Leopold, Victoria

Permanent address

Leopold, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 10 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Died of illness (influenza)
Date and place died 18 December 1918
47" Casualty Clearing Station,
Maubeuge, France
Cemetery details Maubeuge Centre Cemetery,
Maubeuge, France.
Row B, Grave 38
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold State School

Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial, Geelong & District Peace
Memorial and East Geelong, St Albans & Moolap
War Memorial.




Lambert Joseph Henry Ash

Private (Pte) 815 Lambert Joseph Henry Ash enlisted in the 24" Infantry Battalion in Geelong
on 22 March 1915. He embarked overseas on 10 May and disembarked in Egypt on 12 June.

For reasons that are not clear from his service record, Pte Ash did not embark for Gallipoli
with the 24 Battalion, and he remained in Zeitoun for the duration of that campaign.

He was subsequently chosen to return to Australia on “Escort Duty” aboard HT
Commonwealth, which departed Suez on 21 January 1916 and arrived in Australia on 29
February.

After several months in Australia, Pte Ash was transferred for duty at Royal Park Camp in
Melbourne on 1 August then, on 12 October 1916, for undisclosed reasons he deserted from
camp and never returned.

After the war, the Army eventually contacted Pte Ash, who readily confessed to desertion and
was subsequently discharged “Services No Longer Required” from the AIF on 10 April 1920
(under the provisions of a general order issued by the Defence Department on 3 October
1919).



Name: Ash, Lambert Joseph Henry

Service Number

815

Date enlisted

22 March 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 May 1915

HMAT A14 Euripides

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years, 10 months (25/5/1886)

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Ash, Mrs Emma, mother,
Leopold, Victoria

Permanent address

Leopold, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 inches, weight — 9 stone, 7 1bs,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 24" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in n/a

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

21 January 1916
HT Commonwealth (Escort Duty)

Date discharged 10 April 1920

Nature of discharge Services No Longer Required

Honours/medals n/a

Notes Deserted from Royal Park Camp 12 October 1916.

Home Service WW2 (SN V147807).

Died 13 July 1954.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll and the
Leopold War Memorial.




Vernon Thomas Ash

Driver (Dvr) 7111 Vernon Thomas Ash enlisted in the 1% Australian Reserve Park in
Melbourne on 11 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 26 August and disembarked in Egypt
in mid-September, where he was transferred to the 10" Australian Army Service Company on
23 October and detailed to look after the horses at ANZAC Headquarters at Maadi.

He contracted enteritis on 1 July 1916 and was hospitalised at the 2" Australian Stationary
Hospital between 1 — 5 July, after which he was detached to the Anzac Mounted Division
Service Company at Kantara from 15 July, and then to the 2™ Light Horse Brigade supply
section from 23 July — 17 August.

He sailed for England on 14 September and disembarked on 26 September, where he joined
the Army Service Corps Training Depot at Parkhouse Camp. He was admitted to the
Tidworth Military Hospital between 6 — 17 February 1917, but his service record is silent as
to details. He remained at Parkhouse for the next five months then departed England on 16
July. He landed in France the next day, where he was initially re-allocated to the 4™ Division
Supply Train on 27 August.

Dvr Ash was subsequently re-mustered as a Private (Pte) at his own request on 23 September
1917, the same day he was transferred to the 5™ Australian Division Supply Column in
Belgium.

On 12 March 1918, he was taken on strength of the 5% Australian Mechanical Transport
Company in the 5" Australian Division, then granted leave in England from 13 March — 4
April. This group drove motor lorries to move supplies from the docks and railheads of
France, where the state of the roads allowed.

On 14 April, Pte Ash was with a group drawing supplies from the Amiens railhead, when it
came under a long range, German artillery bombardment, during which he sustained a shell
concussion, one of three men wounded. He was treated at the 12" Casualty Clearing Station
from 14 — 20 April then rejoined his unit two days later.

During the remainder of the war, the 5™ Division participated in the allies’ offensive from
Amiens in August and was heavily involved right up to the final actions of the AIF on the
Hindenburg Line in late September and early October 1918.

Pte Ash was granted leave to Paris between 22 March — 1 April 1919 then sailed for England
on 21 April. He contracted venereal disease on 3 June and was subsequently hospitalised at
the 1% Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford from 11 June — 28 July, after which he
embarked for Australia on 19 August.

Private 7111 Vernon Thomas Ash disembarked in Sydney on 9 October, then made his way to
Melbourne where he was discharged from the AIF on 10 December 1919.
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Name: Ash, Vernon Thomas

Service Number

7111

Date enlisted

11 June 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

1%t Australian Reserve Park

Date and ship embarked for overseas

26 August 1915
HMAT A68 Anchises

Stated age/DOB (if known)

26 years, 7 months

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Poultry dealer

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Ash, Mrs P, mother,
108 Richmond Terrace,

Richmond, Victoria

Permanent address

Richmond, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 3 inches, weight — 10 stone, 6 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 5™ Australian Mechanical Transport Company

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

14 April 1918
Amiens, France

Nature of wounds

Shell concussion

Date and ship embarked for Australia

19 August 1919
HT Adjana

Date discharged 10 December 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1937.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll and Leopold War Memorial.
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Clifford William Henry Barker

Private (Pte) 55109 Clifford William Henry Barker enlisted in the 5" General (Victorian)
Reinforcements at Geelong on 2 April 1918.

He embarked overseas on 5 June and disembarked in Liverpool, England on 11 August,
where he was initially allotted to the 60" Battalion reinforcements at Codford Camp.

He was subsequently transferred to the 8" Battalion reinforcements at Hurdcott Camp on 2

October, then embarked for France on 22 November, where he was taken on strength of the
8" Battalion, in the 2" Infantry Brigade of the 1** Australian Division, at Sars Poteries on 2

December 1918.

Pte Barker was detached for duty with the 1 Division Artillery Depot of Supply from 22
February — 13 May 1919, then returned to England on 24 May and embarked for Australia on
23 July.

Private 55109 Clifford William Henry Barker disembarked in Melbourne on 10 September,
where he was discharged from the AIF on 25 September 1919.
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Name: Barker, Clifford William Henry

Service Number

55109

Date enlisted

2 April 1918

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

5™ General (Victorian) Reinforcements

Previous military service

Rejected three times. Existing heart condition and
twice due to age.

Date and ship embarked for overseas

5 June 1918
RMS Orontes

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 3 months (4/1/1897)

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Barker, Mr James, father,
Leopold, Victoria

Permanent address

Leopold, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, reddish brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 6 feet, weight — 11 stone, 5 1bs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in n/a

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

23 July 1919
HT Suevic

Date discharged 25 September 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals British War Medal

Notes Home Service WW2 (SN V91890).
Died 1966.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll and
Leopold War Memorial
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Ernest Bartrop Bell

Private (Pte) 2121 James Bartrop Bell enlisted in the 22" Infantry Battalion in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Melbourne on 26 January 1915.

He embarked overseas on 27 September and disembarked in Egypt in late October, where he
taken on strength of the 8" Battalion at Tel el Kebir on 8 January 1916.

The battalion departed Egypt on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 30 March. They
entrained for the north and spent the next few months rotating in and out of the front line
around Fleurbaix, Bois Grenier and Armentieres. Because of the low lying nature of the area,
combined with a high water table, the “trenches” in this region usually consisted of
breastworks constructed above the ground.

During one such period in the front line near Armentieres, Pte Bell was killed in action by
German artillery fire on 30 June 1916.

& v
ALISTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Australian soldiers de-lousing their uniforms in the “trenches’ near Armentieres, 1916

Private 2121 Ernest Bartrop Bell was buried in the Ration Farm Military Cemetery at
La Chapelle d’ Armentieres, France later the same day.
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Name: Bell, Ernest Bartrop

Service Number

2121

Date enlisted

26 January 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 22 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |27 September 1915
HMAT A20 Hororata

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 6 months

Place of birth

Sheffield, England

Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Bell, Mr William, father,
35 Cobden View Road,
Crookes, Sheffield, England

Permanent address

Leopold, Victoria

Appearance Ruddy complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 Y4 inches, weight — 11 stone, 2 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35/38 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 22 [nfantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 30 June 1916
Armentieres, France
Cemetery details Ration Farm Military Cemetery,
La Chapelle d’ Armentieres, France.
Plot I, Row I, Grave 11
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial
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James Otto Bell

Private (Pte) 94 James Otto Bell enlisted in the 215 Infantry Battalion in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 14 January 1915. He embarked
overseas on 10 May and disembarked in Egypt in mid-June.

After several weeks training, the 21% Battalion embarked for Gallipoli on board the HMT
Southland on 29 August. While still about 56 km from Lemnos, the Southland was torpedoed
by the German submarine UB-14 on 2 September and had to be abandoned. While the ship
didn’t sink immediately and most of the 1,400 men on board were rescued, around 40 men
lost their lives, many in the original torpedo explosion.

2

TN

AUSTRALLRNY WAR LI O FLAL

The sinking of the HMT Southland in the Aegean Sea,
with the soldiers from 2" Australian Division waiting for lifeboats or jumping overboard

The survivors arrived at Gallipoli on 7 September, where the battalion moved into the quieter
northern section of the front line. The 21 Battalion diary of 13 September stated that “the
trenches are infested with vermin, fleas and lice...” and that “sanitary arrangements in
regard to this section need particular care...”. The battalion subsequently evacuated
Gallipoli in late December and arrived back in Egypt on 27 December.

The battalion departed Egypt on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 26 March,
where they entrained to the Hazebrouck region in the north and spent several weeks in and
out of the line around Fleurbaix.
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The battalion then headed south to the Somme from 8 July, which they reached on 18 July.
The 2™ Division took over the Pozieres front on 27 July and the 21% Battalion entered the line
on 29 July. Used mainly in a defensive role, the battalion nevertheless sustained 289
casualties, one of whom was Pte Bell who sustained a shrapnel wound to his chest on 30 July.

He was evacuated to the 3™ Canadian General Hospital at Camiers from 31 July — 5 August
and rejoined the battalion on 24 August.

Just two days later, the 21 Battalion moved back into the line for an assault on the heavily
fortified Mouquet Farm on 26 August. The attack failed and the battalion sustained a further
391 casualties (171 killed/missing) then left the line.

After a rest period in Flanders until late October, the battalion again headed south and moved
into the front line near Flers on 3 November, where they experienced the heavy, energy
sapping mud for the first time. It was while on duty here that Pte Bell sustained a gunshot
wound to his buttock on 5 November.

ALSTRALAN WAR MEMORIAL

Australian and NZ soldiers on what was a sunken road near Flers, November 1916

He was evacuated to the 36™ Casualty Clearing Station at Heilly but ultimately died there of
his wounds later the same day.

Private 94 James Otto Bell was buried in the Heilly Station Cemetery at Mericourt-L'Abbe,
France on 5 November 1916.
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Name: Bell, James Otto

Service Number

94

Date enlisted

14 January 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

10 May 1915
HMAT A38 Ulysses

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 8 months

Place of birth

Sheffield, England

Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Bell, Mr William, father,
35 Cobden View Road,
Crookes, Sheffield, England

Permanent address

Wallington, Victoria

Appearance Ruddy complexion, dark brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 % inches, weight — 9 stone, 6 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 21 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

30 July 1916
Pozieres, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to chest

Date and place wounded (2)

5 November 1916
near Flers, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Gunshot wound to buttock

Date and place died 5 November 1916

36™ Casualty Clearing Station, Heilly, France
Cemetery details Heilly Station Cemetery,

Mericourt-L'Abbe, France.

Plot V, Row F, Grave 2
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial
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Noel James Black

Private (Pte) 3348 Noel James Black enlisted in the 24™ Battalion in Geelong on 26 July
1915. He embarked overseas on 26 November and disembarked in Egypt in late December,
where he joined the 6™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Zeitoun.

On 24 February 1916, Pte Black was transferred and taken on strength of the 8" Infantry
Battalion in the 2™ Infantry Brigade of the 1** Australian Division at Serapeum. The battalion
left Egypt on 26 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 30 March, then entrained for the
north to Steenwerck.

On 11 May the battalion moved into the front line at Fleurbaix for the first time. By the time
they were relieved on 29 May, they left the line having sustained 17 casualties (six killed).

They then moved into Belgium and held the line near Messines from 24 June — 4 July, for the
loss of another 85 men, including 19 killed.

The 8™ Battalion headed south to the Somme on 10 July and entered the support trenches at
Pozieres in the early hours of 23 July, and the village itself that night. They were subjected to
a continuous German artillery barrage for the next four days and sustained 363 casualties (97
killed or missing).

On 18 August, the 8" Battalion was ordered back to Pozieres to attack the trenches on the
flanks of the German stronghold of Mouquet Farm. The assault failed, at a cost to the
battalion of another 211 casualties, including 57 killed or missing.

The battalion then returned to Belgium in October and spent several weeks in the line near
Ypres, which is where Pte Black contracted tonsilitis and was treated at the 2" Australian
Field Ambulance from 23 — 30 October.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in February 1917, the 8" Battalion
moved into the front line at Lagnicourt on 16 April, the scene of much heavy fighting the
previous day.

On 22 April, the battalion conducted a successful raid on the German line opposite. They
captured three prisoners and caused many casualties, for the loss of one killed and 14
wounded of their own, one of whom was Pte Black, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his
head and leg, which was fractured.

He was immediately evacuated to the 3™ Casualty Clearing Station at Bapaume but
subsequently died of his wounds there on 26 April 1917.

Private 3348 Noel James Black was buried in the Grevillers British Cemetery, France later
the same day.
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Name: Black, Noel James

Service Number

3348

Date enlisted

26 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

24" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

26 November 1915
HMAT A73 Commonwealth

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 7 months (24/11/1895)

Place of birth Winchelsea, Victoria
Marital status Single

Occupation Labourer

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Black, Mr James, father,
Moolap, Victoria

Permanent address

Moolap, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 8 stone, 14 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

22 April 1917
Lagnicourt, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to head (penetrating)
and leg (fractured)

Date and place died 26 April 1917
3" Casualty Clearing Station,
Bapaume, France
Cemetery details Grevillers British Cemetery, France.
Plot II, Row A, Grave 10
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor

Roll, East Geelong, St Albans & Moolap War
Memorial, Leopold War Memorial, Geelong &
District Peace Memorial, Winchelsea War
Memorial, Winchelsea & District Memorial
Grandstand and Wurdale Roll of Honor.
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Charles Henry Brame

Private (Pte) 201 Charles Henry Brame enlisted in the 8" Infantry Battalion in the 2" Infantry
Brigade of the 1 Australian Division in Geelong on 17 August 1914. He embarked overseas
on 19 October and disembarked in Egypt on 8§ December.

On 5 April 1915, the 8" Battalion embarked for the island of Lemnos, where they practiced
disembarking from the ship and climbing the local hills each day. On the night of 24 April,
the troopships departed Mudros Harbour and sailed for Gallipoli.

At 7.30 am on 25 April 1915 the battalion disembarked from their transports into smaller
boats and were towed toward the beaches. The 8" Battalion landed as part of the second wave
and found the beach crowded with troops and wounded men. Between 25 — 29 April, the 8"
Battalion lost 219 men, including 99 killed or missing.

On 6 May, the 2" Brigade, including the 8™ Battalion, travelled south by boat to Cape Helles,
where the British and French landing forces were held up in front of the village of Krithia. On
8 May, at very short notice, the Australians were ordered to charge the (basically unknown)
Turkish positions in full daylight. The result was a disaster, and the 8" Battalion lost another
169 men (38 killed or missing) then returned to Anzac Cove.

The 8™ Battalion was the 2" Brigade reserve during the fighting at Lone Pine in early August
1915 but nevertheless sustained 150 casualties from several retaliatory Turkish artillery
bombardments during 6 — 8 August.

Pte Brame was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 26 November, and the battalion
finally evacuated Gallipoli on the night of 18 December.
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After a short rest on Lemnos, they arrived back in Egypt on 7 January 1916, where L Cpl
Brame was promoted to Corporal on 26 February and then Sergeant (Sgt) on 14 March.

The battalion left Egypt on 26 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 30 March, then
entrained for the north to Steenwerck.

On 11 May the battalion moved into the front line at Fleurbaix for the first time. By the time
they were relieved on 29 May, they left the line having sustained 17 casualties (six killed).

They then moved into Belgium and held the line near Messines from 24 June — 4 July, for the
loss of another 85 men, including 19 killed.

The 8™ Battalion headed south to the Somme on 10 July and entered the support trenches at
Pozieres in the early hours of 23 July, and the village itself that night. They were subjected to
a continuous German artillery barrage for the next four days and sustained 363 casualties,
including 97 killed or missing, one of whom was Sgt Brame who was killed in action on 28
July 1916.

Sergeant 201 Charles Henry Brame was subsequently buried in the Gordon Dump Cemetery,
Ovillers-La Boiselle, France.

Sgt Charles Brame's grave at Gordon Dump Cemetery,
Ovillers-La Boiselle, France
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Name: Brame, Charles Henry

Service Number

201

Date enlisted

17 August 1914

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |19 October 1914
HMAT A24 Benalla

Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Brame, Mr Emily, mother,
206 Verner Street,
East Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address 206 Verner Street,

East Geelong, Vic.

Appearance Dark complexion, dark hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 9 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 28 July 1916
Pozieres, France
Cemetery details Gordon Dump Cemetery,
Ovillers-La Boiselle, France.
Plot I, Row B, Grave 37
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold State School

Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Geelong &
District Peace Memorial, East Geelong St Albans &
Moolap War Memorial and the East Geelong
Congregational Church & Sunday School Honor
Roll.
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John Robert Brame

Sapper 3301 John Robert Brame enlisted in the 6™ Field Company Engineers in the 6™
Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Melbourne on 20 July 1915. He embarked
overseas on 24 November and disembarked in Egypt in late December, where he was re-
mustered as a Driver (Dvr).

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

The company embarked for France on 19 March and arrived in Marseilles on 27 March, then
entrained north to the Hazebrouck region for training.

In late July 1916 the company was involved in digging and repairing communication trenches
on the approach to Pozieres for several days and sustained 35 casualties (10 killed).

Dvr Brame contracted laryngitis and was hospitalised at the 6™ Australian Field Ambulance
between 21 — 27 December, when he rejoined his unit.

The engineers were very active in late March 1917 after the Germans had withdrawn to their
new defences and spent several weeks clearing German trenches and dugouts for their new
occupants. Between 3 — 7 May 1917, the company assisted the 6™ Brigade during and after
their assault at Bullecourt, reinforcing command posts and dugouts and constructing new
defences, at a cost of 34 casualties (six killed).
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Dvr Brame was granted leave in England from 1 — 12 August, following which the company
was kept busy during September — October 1917 as the allied front line moved forward
several kms during the middle stages of Third Ypres.

ALETEALIAN WAR MEMOEIAL ESNOET

Members of the 6" Field Company Engineers waiting for the baths to open at Ypres, 1 November 1917

The field company moved south to the Somme in early April 1918 and assisted the infantry
units to establish new barbed wire defences, dugouts and ammunition dumps in the wake of
the German Spring Offensive in that area.

In the lead up to the 6™ Brigade’s successful attack on Ville sur Ancre on 19 May, the
engineers also constructed several light infantry bridges across the river, at times under fire,
at a cost of two men killed and five wounded.

In the aftermath of the Amiens offensive of 8 August 1918, one of the main tasks for the
engineers was road and bridge repairs and the rehabilitation of shelled areas to enable the
movement of artillery and supplies to the evolving front line. These activities continued for
many weeks as the allies advanced eastwards.

Dvr Brame was granted further leave in England between 6 — 25 September and he rejoined
the field company near Bellicourt on the St Quentin Canal, where they were attempting to
secure fresh water supplies for the forward troops, before they left the line for the last time on
6 October 1918.
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Dvr Brame was later selected for early repatriation, and he departed France on 27 January
1919. After a month at Hurdcott Camp, he embarked for return to Australia on 25 February.

Driver 3301 John Robert Brame disembarked in Melbourne on 13 April, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 6 June 1919.

Name: Brame, John Robert

Service Number 3301

Date enlisted 20 July 1915

Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Sapper

Initial Unit 6™ Field Company Engineers

Date and ship embarked for overseas |24 November 1915
HMAT A40 Ceramic

Stated age/DOB (if known) 29 years
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Brame, Mr Henry, father,
206 Verner Street,
East Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address East Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, brown eyes,

height — 5 feet 6 inches, weight — 8 stone, 12 1bs,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 6™ Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |25 February 1919
HT Balmoral Castle
Date discharged 6 June 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Family lived at Leopold pre-war.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial and the East
Geelong Congregational Church & Sunday School
Honor Roll.
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Reginald William Brinsmead MC

BIUTASLAN WEE HEHTHIAL [ait i =ti=] Iy

Sergeant (Sgt) 64 Reginald William Brinsmead enlisted in the 4™ Light Horse Regiment at
Broadmeadows on 18 August 1914. He embarked overseas on 19 October and disembarked
in Egypt on 11 December.

The 4™ Light Horse arrived on Gallipoli (as infantry reinforcements without their horses) on
21 May 1915 and moved into the trenches at Courtney’s Post two days later. On 5 June 1915,
they were in the centre of the line facing German Officer’s Ridge when they came under a
heavy Turkish artillery bombardment which caused five casualties (two killed).

The regiment took over the line at Ryrie’s Post during July and it was while here that Sgt
Brinsmead was evacuated ill with heat exhaustion on 21 July. He was admitted to the Tigne
Military Hospital on Malta from 29 July — 23 August, then transferred to England and treated
at the Bethnal Green Military Hospital in London between 31 August — 3 December 1915.

He spent another six months recuperating at the Monte Video Camp at Weymouth before he
joined the 2" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Perham Downs Camp on 28 June 1916.

He departed England on 22 October and landed in France the next day, where he was
transferred and taken on strength of the 8" Infantry Battalion in the 2" Infantry Brigade of the
I** Australian Division at Bernafay Wood on 10 November 1916.
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Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in early 1917, the 8" Battalion
moved into the front line at Lagnicourt on 16 April, the scene of heavy fighting the previous
day. On 22 April, Sgt Brinsmead was evacuated sick with mumps and was treated at the 3™
Australian Field Ambulance from 22 April — 11 May then rejoined the battalion the next day.

He was transferred to the 1** Anzac Corps School at Aveluy from 19 July — 8 August, during
which time he was also promoted to Second Lieutenant (2™ Lt) on 28 July.

The battalion moved north to Belgium in late September and participated in the Battle on
Menin Road on 20 — 21 September, where they achieved all their objectives and captured 300
Germans and 14 machine guns, at a cost of 229 casualties, one of whom was 2 Lt
Brinsmead, who sustained a gunshot wound to his left hand on 20 September.

He was evacuated to the 30" General Hospital at Calais from 23 — 25 September, then
transferred to England, where he was admitted to the 3™ London General Hospital between
23 September — 15 November.

While recuperating in hospital, he would have been informed that he had been awarded the
Military Cross on 14 October 1917. The citation read:

“During the attack on POLYGON WOOD east of YPRES on 20th September 1917
this officer displayed great gallantry and devotion to duty. On his company
commander becoming a casualty early in the operations, he took command (although
wounded) displaying great skill and initiative in leading his company and in
capturing the final objective. Through his determination and untiring energy, the
position was consolidated, and the defence organised.”

He was discharged from hospital on 15 November, and he joined the Overseas Training
Brigade at Longbridge Deverill the same day.

He returned to France on 3 December and rejoined the 8™ Battalion at Desvres on 11
December. They moved into the front line near Wytschaete on the night of 14 December and
the 8™ Battalion diary for 17 December recorded the following:

“Enemy patrol overcame and took prisoner the garrison of No. 13 post (five men and
one LMG (Lewis Machine Gun). In returning to their lines, enemy attacked by LMG
fire and prisoners escaped with LMG, taking prisoner one officer and five OR (other
ranks). Rest of enemy believed killed. Two members of the garrison — Lt R. Brinsmead
and one OR — killed by sniper while patrolling in search of the missing men. Post re-
established. Our patrols active during night.”

2" Lt Brinsmead’s body was later recovered, and he was buried nearby, but this grave was
later lost, so he has no known grave.

Second Lieutenant Reginald William Brinsmead is commemorated on Panel 7 of the Menin
Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium.
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Name: Brinsmead, Reginald William

Service Number

64

Date enlisted

18 August 1914

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sergeant

Initial Unit

4™ Light Horse Regiment

Previous military service

29" Light Horse (CMF) — 3 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

19 October 1914
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years (17/4/1893)

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Brinsmead, Mr Henry,
father, Leopold, Victoria

Permanent address

Leopold, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 10 stone, 3 1bs,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Second Lieutenant

Final Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place wounded

20 September 1917
Menin Road, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to left hand

Date and place died 17 December 1917
Wytschaete, Belgium

Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 7 of the
Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium

Honours/medals Military Cross, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal,
Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Leopold State School

Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial and the East Geelong St
Albans & Moolap War Memorial.
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Owen Biglow Cain

Private (Pte) 2522 Owen Biglow Cain enlisted in the 3™ Pioneer Battalion in the 3™
Australian Division in Melbourne on 4 September 1916. He embarked overseas on 21
October and disembarked in Plymouth on 28 December. During the voyage, Pte Cain was
absent without leave on 8 December and was subsequently awarded seven days detention.

After spending two months with the Pioneer Training Battalion, he sailed for France on 28
February 1917. He landed the next day, where he was taken on strength of the 3™ Pioneer
Battalion at Armentieres on 16 April.

Pioneer Battalions were infantry with light military combat engineer skills. Among other
tasks, they constructed defensive positions, command posts and dugouts, prepared barbed
wire defences and, where necessary, fought alongside the infantry.

In the lead up to the Battle of Messines, between 2 — 6 June the pioneers prepared new
communication trenches, trench mortar emplacements and undertook road repairs in the area,
for the loss of 42 casualties (three killed). During the battle itself, from 7 — 9 June the
pioneers were attached to the assaulting infantry to act as anti-aircraft gunners and to
maintain the water supply, often under direct artillery and gas attacks, and they sustained
another 155 casualties (13 killed).

The battalion moved through Ypres to the Zonnebeke area in early October, where they
repaired roads and tracks along which ammunition and other vital supplies for the front
needed to travel. During the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, the battalion again
provided extra Lewis gunners to act in an anti-aircraft capacity.
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In the days following, the pioneers were heavily involved in salvaging significant arms and
materials from the captured German supply dumps. Overall casualties between 4 — 8 October
were relatively light at 26, with one man killed.

The battalion wintered around Messines, during which time it provided reinforcements to the
Australian tunnelling companies and helped to construct and maintain the light rail systems.

In early 1918, the battalion took part in efforts to blunt the German spring offensive, serving
around Heilly and Ribemont between March and May.

In the lead up to the allied offensive from Amiens, Pte Biglow was with a group of pioneers
preparing to bridge the Somme River near Corbie when he was severely gassed on 6 August
1918.

Members of the 3™ Pioneer Battalion repairing a bridge on the Somme

He was evacuated to the 7" Canadian Stationary Hospital at Boulogne from 8 — 16 August,
then transferred to the 83 General Hospital (also at Boulogne) between 16 — 25 August,
when he was conveyed to England and was admitted to the 4" London General Hospital later
the same day.

He was discharged from hospital on 10 January 1919 and granted leave from 22 January — 5
February, then embarked for return to Australia on 1 April.

Private 2522 Owen Biglow Cain disembarked in Melbourne on 16 May, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 23 June 1919.
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Name: Cain, Owen Biglow

Service Number

2522

Date enlisted

4 September 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

3" Pioneer Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Australian Field Artillery — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1916
HMAT A16 Port Melbourne

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 4 months

Place of birth

Rye, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Woodcutter
Religion Roman Catholic

Next of kin and address

Cain, Mr Michael, father,
Rye, Victoria

Permanent address

Rye, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 9 stone, 3 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 3 Pioneer Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

6 August 1918
near Corbie, France

Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia |1 April 1919
HT Shropshire

Date discharged

23 June 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Connection to Leopold not known.
Also remembered on the Rye & District Honor Roll
and Rye State School Roll of Honor.
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Walter James Cain

Private (Pte) 3037 Walter James Cain enlisted in the 21* Infantry Battalion in Melbourne on
28 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 18 November and disembarked in Egypt about four
weeks later.

During the reorganisation of the AIF in early 1916, he was transferred and taken on strength
of the 59" Infantry Battalion in the 15" Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Tel
el Kebir, on 15 March 1916.

The 59 Battalion sailed for France on 18 June 1916 and arrived at Marseilles on 29 June.
They travelled north by train to Steenbeque, where they undertook training in the use of gas
masks and trench mortars.

The battalion moved into the frontline near Fleurbaix on 18 July in preparation for a planned
assault the next day. At 7.00 pm on 19 July 1916, the battalion attacked the strong German
defences in what would later become known as the Battle of Fromelles — the first action by
the AIF on the Western Front. The attack should never have occurred and was the folly of the
British commander, General Richard Haking, who had used the same plan a year earlier with
similar results — a disaster from start to finish.

ALETREALIAN WAR MEMORIAL EC4030

German view of the flat, open Fromelles battlefield looking towards the line
from which the 15th Infantry Brigade attacked on 19 July 1916.

In less than 24 hours at Fromelles, the 59" Battalion lost 20 officers, and 674 other ranks
killed, wounded, captured or missing, one of whom was Pte Cain, who was killed in action on
19 July 1916. His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 3037 Walter James Cain is remembered on Panel 16 of the V.C. Corner Australian
Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France.
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Name: Cain, Walter James

Service Number

3037

Date enlisted

28 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 November 1915
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

30 years, 9 months

Place of birth St Arnaud, Victoria
Marital status Single

Occupation Farmer

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Cain, Mr Daniel Patrick, father,
c¢/- Frankston PO, Victoria

Permanent address

Langwarrin, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 4 inches, weight — 9 stone, 9 1bs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 59 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place died 19 July 1916
Fromelles, France

Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 16 of the
V.C. Corner Australian Cemetery Memorial,
Fromelles, France

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Leopold State School

Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Frankston
Avenue of Honour and Frankston Great War Honor
Roll.
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William James Collins

Sapper (Spr) 82 William James Collins enlisted in the 2™ Field Company Engineers in the 2™
Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division in Melbourne on 26 August 1914. He
embarked overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Egypt on 4 December.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

The company departed Egypt on 5 April and landed on Lemnos on 9 April, where they
practised disembarking from the ship. The 2™ FCE landed on Gallipoli at 7.30 am on 25 April
1915 where they dug wells for water, constructed roads from the beach and unloaded
ammunition from barges.

Spr Collins became ill with diarrhoea on 9 May and was treated at the 2™ Field Ambulance
from 9 — 21 May, then transferred to the 1% Stationary Hospital on Lemnos.

Later diagnosed with dysentery, on 20 June he was evacuated to Egypt and admitted to the 1*
Australian General Hospital at Cairo, where he succumbed to his illness on 16 July 1915.

Sapper 82 William James Collins was buried in the Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt.

Sapper William Collins’ grave at Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt
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Name: Collins, William James

Service Number

82

Date enlisted

26 August 1914

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sapper

Initial Unit

2" Field Company Engineers

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1914
HMAT A3 Orvieto

Stated age/DOB (if known)

28 years, 3 months

Place of birth

South Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Rough carpenter
Religion Roman Catholic

Next of kin and address

Collins, Mr John, father,
c¢/- Marshalltown PO, via Geelong, Vic.

Permanent address

Marshalltown, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 11 inches, weight — 11 stone, 12 lbs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Sapper

Final Unit 2" Field Company Engineers

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate Died of illness (dysentery)
Date and place died 16 July 1915
1** Australian General Hospital,
Cairo, Egypt
Cemetery details Cairo War Memorial Cemetery,
Cairo, Egypt
Row M, Grave 50
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold State School

Honor Roll, Geelong & District Peace Memorial
and the Shire of South Barwon Honor Roll.
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William Alfred Dale

Private (Pte) 3081 William Alfred Dale enlisted in the 21 Infantry Battalion in Melbourne on
13 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 18 November and disembarked in Egypt in mid-
December, where he was initially transferred to the 60" Battalion on 26 February 1916, and
then to the 5™ Pioneer Battalion in the 5™ Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 3 March.

Each of the five Australian divisions had a Pioneer Battalion, essentially infantry but also
tasked with light engineering duties, attached to them.

The 5™ Pioneers left Egypt on 19 June 1916 and arrived at Marseilles on 25 June, where they
entrained for Hazebrouck, a rail junction near the Belgian border. They travelled south to
Fleurbaix on 10 July where they buried communication cables and constructed a light railway
system to facilitate the more efficient movement of supplies.

The 5" Pioneers, while not required to directly engage in combat during the Battle of
Fromelles on 19 July 1916, were however required to salvage equipment, under fire, from the
battlefield and to bury their dead 5™ Division comrades in the days immediately following.

The conditions in the trenches were atrocious during the northern winter and Pte Dale was
one of many who succumbed to trench feet, and he was evacuated on 21 December 1916. He
was initially treated at the 1 Anzac Corps Main Dressing Station between 22 — 31 December,
then transferred to England and admitted to the 1% Eastern General Hospital at Cambridge
from 2 January — 12 February 1917.

He was granted leave between 12 — 22 February where, upon his return, he was detached to
the 65" Battalion at Warcham. He was then allocated to the 66™ Battalion at Windmill Hill on
28 April, before finally being transferred to the 7™ Battalion on 19 September 1917.

Pte Dale subsequently returned to France on 15 October, where he was taken on strength of
the 7™ Infantry Battalion in the 2" Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division, in the field
near Ypres, on 18 October.

Between 14 — 18 April 1918, the 1% Division helped defeat several strong German attacks east
of the rail centre of Hazebrouck. The 7" Battalion, which lost 27 men killed and 73 wounded
in that period, then remained in the Strazeele and Messines area for several months, and it
was while serving in the line here that Pte Dale sustained a severe shrapnel wound to his right
foot during a German bombardment on 4 May 1918.

He was evacuated to the US Army Hospital at Wimereux from 5 — 8 May, then transferred to
England and admitted to the County of Middlesex War Hospital between 8 May — 27 June.
After a further period of convalescence at Weymouth, his wound had not improved, and he
embarked for Australia on 15 September 1918.

Private 3081 William Alfred Dale disembarked in Melbourne on 17 November, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 15 December 1919
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Name: Dale, William Alfred

Service Number

3081

Date enlisted

13 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 November 1915
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

28 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Dale, Mr Herbert, brother,
Connewarre East, Victoria

Permanent address

Connewarre East, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 3 inches, weight — 8 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35/38 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 7" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

4 May 1918
near Strazeele, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to right foot (severe)

Date and ship embarked for Australia

15 September 1918
HT Arawa

Date discharged

15 December 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 1964.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial, Barwon Heads & District
Honor Roll and Barwon Heads War Memorial.
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John Eba Davis

Private (Pte) 3084 John Eba Davis enlisted in the 21% Infantry Battalion at Geelong on 12
July 1915. He embarked overseas on 18 November and disembarked in Egypt in mid-
December, where he was initially re-allocated to the 60™ Battalion on 26 February 1916. He
was later transferred to the 58" Infantry Battalion in the 15" Infantry Brigade of the 5%
Australian Division at Tel el Kebir, where he was taken on strength on 15 March.

He was evacuated sick and diagnosed with diphtheria on 30 May. Initially treated at the 14®
Field Ambulance, he was transferred to the 1% Australian Stationary Hospital at [smailia from
1 — 5 June, then to the 4™ Auxiliary Hospital at Abbassia between 5 — 21 June.

He was discharged to the 5™ Division Details on 9 July and embarked for England on 2
August. After a period of training there, he sailed for France on 10 September, where he
rejoined the 58" Battalion opposite Fromelles on 30 September, one of 58 reinforcements
received that day.

Pte Davis was hospitalised at the 18" General Hospital at Camiers with a fever from 22 — 27
February 1917, after which he spent several weeks convalescing at Etaples before rejoining
the 58™ Battalion at Mametz on 21 April.

By this time, the Germans had withdrawn their line to new, stronger defensive positions. The
allies slowly advanced and, during the Second Battle of Bullecourt, the 58" Battalion
successfully defended the gains previously made by the 2™ Division, against numerous
German counterattacks between 10 — 13 May, at a cost of 242 men (60 killed or missing).
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Pte Davis was granted leave in England from 1 — 15 July, after which the battalion moved
north to the Ypres sector in Belgium. On 26 September 1917 they were involved in the Battle
of Polygon Wood, generally considered a success, albeit the battalion lost 290 casualties.

In response to the German Spring Offensive, on 27 March 1918 the 5" Division moved south
and the 58" Battalion went into defensive positions along the Somme Canal on 31 March.

A month later, on the night of 24 April, the battalion participated in the daring Australian
night counterattack that re-captured Villers-Bretonneux two days later, for the loss of 69
casualties (14 killed).

On 4 July, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15" Brigade, including the 58
Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. They achieved all
their objectives and captured around 30 German prisoners and ten machine guns, for the loss
of another 40 battalion casualties, including ten killed.

During the allies’ main offensive from Amiens on 8 August, the 5" Division “passed through”
the 3 Division and continued the advance for several kilometres, capturing the villages of
Harbonnieres and Vauvillers, along with numerous prisoners and guns. The Germans were on
the back foot and the Australians continued east in pursuit.

Pte Davis was granted leave to England from 31 August — 16 September then re-mustered as
a Driver (Dvr) on 24 September.

By late September, after weeks of continuous fighting the Australians were exhausted, and
many battalions were at less than 50% strength. As a result, when the 5" Division reached the
heavily fortified Hindenburg Line, a fresh, full strength American division was attached to it
for the planned assault.

The 30" American Division attacked on 27 September and progressed well. The 5 Australian
Division, including the 58 Battalion, then moved through the Americans on 29 September
and continued the assault. They captured the village of Bellicourt and defended their gains
the next day, for the loss of 128 battalion casualties, then left the front line for the last time on
1 October 1918.

Dvr Davis left France on 14 February 1919. He landed at Weymouth the next day and
subsequently embarked for return to Australia on 13 April.

Driver 3084 John Eba Davis disembarked in Melbourne on 31 May, where he was medically
discharged (no details) from the AIF on 5 August 1919.
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Name: Davis, John Eba

Service Number

3084

Date enlisted

12 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 November 1915
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 7 months (22/11/1897)

Place of birth

Wallington, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Davis, Mr James, father,
Wallington, Victoria

Permanent address

Wallington, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, auburn hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 10 stone, 8 Ibs,
chest measurement — 38 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

13 April 1919
HT Wyreema

Date discharged 5 August 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (no details)

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1961.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial and Wallington State School
Roll of Honor Book
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Thomas Everard Freeman

Sapper (Spr) 227 Thomas Everard Freeman enlisted in the 2" Field Company Engineers in
the 2™ Infantry Brigade of the 1** Australian Division in Melbourne on 7 September 1914. He
embarked overseas on 22 December and disembarked in Egypt in mid-January 1916.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

The company departed Egypt on 5 April and landed on Lemnos on 9 April, where they
practised disembarking from the ship. The 2™ FCE landed on Gallipoli at 7.30 am on 25 April
1915 where they dug wells for water, constructed roads from the beach and unloaded
ammunition from barges. They left Gallipoli in late December and disembarked in Egypt on
28 December.

T
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Members of the 2" Field Company Engineers landing at Gallipoli, 25 April 1915

Spr Freeman became ill with gastritis on 14 February 1916 and was admitted to the 1*
Australian Stationary Hospital at Ismailia two days later. His condition quickly developed
into peritonitis, and he died there of his illness on 22 February 1916.

Sapper 227 Thomas Everard Freeman was initially buried in the Ismailia Cemetery, but his
remains were subsequently re-interred in the Ismailia War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt in
1920.
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Name: Freeman, Thomas Everard

Service Number 227
Date enlisted 7 September 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 2" Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas |22 December 1914
HMAT A35 Berrima
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years, 9 months
Place of birth Townsville, Queensland
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Freeman, Mrs Jessie, mother,

“Kia Ora” Malvern Road,
Malvern, Victoria

Permanent address Malvern, Victoria

Appearance Clear complexion, brown hair, hazel eyes, height — 5
feet 3 inches, weight — 10 stone, 12 1bs, chest
measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Sapper

Final Unit 2" Field Company Engineers

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate Died of illness (peritonitis)

Date and place died 22 February 1916
1% Australian Stationary Hospital, Ismailia, Egypt

Cemetery details Ismailia War Memorial Cemetery, Ismailia, Egypt.
Row B, Grave 12

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Connection with Leopold not known.
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Ernest George Hargreaves

B TRALLRE WAR K EW O ALGL

Private (Pte) 3542 Ernest George Hargreaves enlisted in the 22" Infantry Battalion in
Geelong on 5 August 1915. He embarked overseas on 5 January 1916 and disembarked in
Egypt in early February, where he was initially transferred to the 57" Infantry Battalion at
Zeitoun on 23 February.

He was subsequently transferred and taken on strength of the 58 Infantry Battalion in the
15" Infantry Brigade or the 5% Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 15 March.

He was hospitalised with sore feet from 29 March — 1 April and then again with an
undiagnosed illness between 27 April — 5 May, when he rejoined the battalion. The 58"
Battalion embarked for France on 17 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June 1916.

They travelled north by train to the south-west of Hazebrouck, then marched to Sailly-sur-la-
Lys and into the front line for the first time, near Fleurbaix, on 11 July, where they came
under a heavy German bombardment on the night of 15 July. The severity of the
bombardment is evident in the high number of casualties sustained by the battalion during
that one night — 47 killed or missing and 103 wounded.

The battalion was in action again on 19 July when ordered to charge the German trenches at
Fromelles in support of their sister 59" and 60" Battalions, both of which had been held up by
German machine guns, and enfilade fire from the right, due to a failed British attack on that
flank. The Fromelles episode was a disaster from start to finish, and cost the 58" Battalion
another 247 casualties, including 80 killed or missing, one of whom was Pte Hargreaves who
was killed in action on 19 July 1916.
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His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 3542 Ernest George Hargreaves is remembered on Panel 14 of the V.C. Corner
Australian Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France.

Name: Hargreaves, Ernest George

Service Number

3542

Date enlisted

5 August 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 22 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |5 January 1916
HMAT A19 Afric

Stated age/DOB (if known)

28 years, 6 months

Place of birth Chilwell, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Hargreaves, Mr R, brother,
133 Autumn Street,
Geelong West, Victoria

Permanent address

c¢/- Barker, Mr William, friend,
Leopold, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 2 /% inches, weight — 9 stone, 3 lbs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place died 19 July 1916
Fromelles, France

Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 14 of the
V.C. Corner Australian Cemetery Memorial,
Fromelles, France

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor

Roll, Leopold War Memorial and East Geelong St
Albans & Moolap War Memorial.
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Richard Albert Howard

Sapper (Spr) 3883 Richard Albert Howard enlisted in the 5" Tunnelling Company (Coy) in
Melbourne on 25 February 1916. He embarked overseas on 25 May and disembarked in
Plymouth on 18 July. He left England on 28 August and landed in France the next day, where
he joined the 2" Australian Division Base Depot on 30 August.

Spr Howard was subsequently transferred and taken on strength of the 2" Tunnelling
Company, at the time engaged in ground water pumping, listening and guarding the shallow
mining systems in the Armentieres area, on 29 September 1916.

He contracted influenza on 4 December and was treated at the 10" Australian Field
Ambulance until 20 December, when he was transferred to the Divisional Rest Station until 1
January 1917, then rejoined his unit.

In late January 1917, the company moved its operations to the southern edge of the Ypres
salient, where they took over from the 1 Canadian Tunnelling Coy. By necessity, they
worked carefully as the area they occupied had been fought over since the start of the war,
and the ground contained the remains of many men. The main role of the tunnellers was to
ensure that the Germans did not breach the underground defensive system, and they
performed this duty for the next five months.

On 16 June 1917, the company moved north to Nieuport Bains on the Belgian coast, the
extreme left flank of the allied line, where the trenches riddled the sand dunes.
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The area had been relatively untouched by the war and the tunnellers (the first “British” the
locals had encountered) marvelled at the beauty of the village and its surrounds, despite their
proximity to the front line. It soon transpired that the local French and German troops had
adopted a pragmatic approach to warfare in their area, and pretty much left each other alone.

This all changed with the arrival of the British Army, and the departure of the French, just a
week later. The artillery batteries immediately started registering on the Germans opposite,
and vice versa, as preparations for a new British offensive in the area commenced.

The respective front lines were only about 80 metres apart in some places, and the 2
Tunnelling Coy was tasked with mining under the German lines prior to the main attack,
which was set for 8 August. The Germans, however, were not prepared to wait for the
inevitable, and they attacked in strength, following an enormous artillery barrage which
included mustard gas for the first time, on 10 July. The enemy attack was a success and of the
thousands of British casualties incurred that day, two tunnellers were killed, seven wounded
and 42 were taken prisoner.

Between 18 — 26 November, the company left the coast and travelled south to Metz, near
Cambrai, where the snow was already thick on the ground. They were subjected to another
mustard gas attack on 26 — 27 February 1918, the effects of which lingered for days and
caused 51 casualties. They were bombarded with gas again between 12 — 15 March, with
another 76 casualties sustained, six of whom died.

The 2" Tunnelling Coy was then caught up in the German Spring Offensive of 21 March and
had to evacuate their positions at 4.15 am on 23 March as the British were overrun. The
retreat was so general that the tunnellers were constantly on the move and lived off the land.
They salvaged ten Lewis guns from various British units and fought a rearguard infantry
action against the Germans at Le Transloy on 24 March, blowing up three bridges as they left.

They eventually reached Querrieu on 28 March, where they met up with some of the
Australian infantry that had been rushed south to help stem the Germans. The tunnellers
remained in this area for many weeks and were given responsibility for both the security,
and/or demolition, of the numerous bridges in the region, whichever was required, until they
left on 6 June.

When the allied offensive from Amiens commenced on 8 August the 2™ Tunnelling Coy
provided tunnellers to advance with the infantry. They were tasked with locating suitable
dugouts for brigade and battalion headquarters and clearing them of booby traps and mines.
They continued in this duty as the Australians advanced east in pursuit of the retreating
Germans, right up to the attack on the Hindenburg Line in late September and early October.

Spr Howard was granted leave in England from 7 — 27 October and returned to France to find
the company had finally left the line. He came down with tonsilitis and was evacuated sick on
12 December. He spent a few days at the 3" Canadian General Hospital between 14 — 18
December and eventually rejoined the company on 13 January 1919.
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He contracted venereal disease on 30 January and was treated at the 7" General Hospital at
Wimereux from 4 — 25 February, then transferred to England where he was admitted to the 1*
Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford later the same day. After a further period of
convalescence at Parkhouse Camp, he embarked for return to Australia on 7 July.

Sapper 3883 Richard Albert Howard disembarked in Melbourne on 5 September, where he
was discharged from the AIF on 20 October 1919.

Name: Howard, Richard Albert

Service Number 3883

Date enlisted 25 February 1916

Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Sapper

Initial Unit 5% Tunnelling Company

Date and ship embarked for overseas |25 May 1916
HMAT A69 Warilda

Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years, 6 months
Place of birth Ballarat, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Howard, Mrs Lily, mother,
c¢/- Leopold PO, Victoria
Permanent address Leopold, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,

height — 5 feet 5 inches, weight — 10 stone, chest
measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Sapper
Final Unit 2" Tunnelling Company
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |7 July 1919
HT Chemnitz
Date discharged 20 October 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1988.

Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor
Roll, Leopold War Memorial and Shire of South
Barwon Honor Roll.
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William John Jinks MM
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Private Williams Jinks’ WW1 medal set

Private (Pte) 2441 William John Jinks enlisted in the 46™ Infantry Battalion in the 12%
Infantry Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division in Geelong on 8 May 1916. He embarked
overseas on 7 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 30 October, where he joined the

12 (Brigade) Training Battalion.

He left England and arrived in France in early February 1917, where he was taken on strength
of the 46™ Battalion at Becourt on 26 February, one of 31 reinforcements received that day.

As the Australians cautiously advanced in the wake of the German withdrawal to the
Hindenburg Line in late March, the 46™ Battalion entered the new front line near Noreuil on 7
April, and it was here the next day that Pte Jinks sustained a shrapnel wound to his left

forearm.

After being treated at a Casualty Clearing Station, he was later transferred to England and
admitted to the 1* Southern General Hospital at Birmingham on 17 April. It is unclear from
his service record when he was discharged, but Pte Jinks returned to France on 12 July and
rejoined his battalion at Doulieu on 29 July.

The 46" Battalion was the 4™ Division reserve for the successful attack at Polygon Wood on
26 September 1917. They then held the newly acquired front line near Zonnebeke until 28
September, although no German counter attacks ensued due to the effective artillery cover.

On 10 October the battalion moved back into the line near Zonnebeke, where it was also in
reserve for the attack on Passchendaele Ridge on 12 October 1917. Despite that the battalion
nevertheless sustained 137 casualties (13 killed).

In late March 1918, as news of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme filtered through,
the 46™ Battalion was placed on alert for a possible move at short notice.
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The situation remained unclear even as the battalion moved 130 km south on 28 March, then
into the new front line near Dernancourt, south-west of Albert (by that stage in German
hands) on 30 March 1918. The battalion took up defensive positions along 2 km of the
railway line embankment that extended from Albert and waited.

Two days later, on 1 April 1918, and without any preliminary bombardment, about 140
Germans tested the Australian line. The resultant defensive fire was so withering that the
attack was broken in minutes. Not many of the Germans were observed to make it back,
while six were captured, for the cost of four wounded Australians.

On 3 April, the Germans tried again, this time preceded by a heavy artillery bombardment. A
“spirited” infantry attack followed however was defeated within 10 minutes. Overall, the 46™
Battalion sustained around 50 casualties, mostly from the earlier artillery fire, and was
relieved later that night.

For his performance at Dernancourt, Pte Jinks was awarded the Military Medal on 6 May
1918, and the citation read:

“For gallantry and devotion to duty during an enemy attack on our lines near
ALBERT on 3 April 1918. During the heavy preliminary bombardment, the telephone
line was cut between Company and Battalion Headquarters. Private JINKS and
another went out on three separate occasions and mended the breaks. On two of these
occasions the barrage was at its highest. The brunt of the work fell on this man and
his comrade, other signallers being casualties, and it was largely due to his energy
and endurance that communication was maintained.”

By 1 August the 46" Battalion was well rested. At midnight on 7 August, the men offloaded
their surplus gear and collected extra ammunition and rations for 48 hours. At 4.20 am on 8
August, the Battle of Amiens commenced with a massive creeping artillery barrage and the
Australians moved forward with tanks in support. The 4™ Division, including the 46™
Battalion, which was waiting in front of Hamel, moved through the 2™ Division, and pushed
on. By 10.30 am, they achieved all their objectives and had also captured over 100 Germans,
at the relatively low cost of only 37 battalion casualties, including five killed.

On 24 August, the battalion was waiting to be relieved in the line near Lihons, when they
were subjected to a three-hour German gas bombardment, during which Pte Jinks became one
of 150 gas casualties. He was initially treated locally then transferred to England on 31
August and admitted to the 2™ Southern General Hospital at Bristol on 1 September.

He never fully recovered from his wound and embarked for return to Australia on 25 January
1919.

Private 2441 William John Jinks MM disembarked in Melbourne on 23 March, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 7 May 1919.
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Name: Jinks, William John

Service Number 2441

Date enlisted 8 May 1916

Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 46™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |7 September 1916
HMAT A15 Port Sydney

Stated age/DOB (if known) 28 years, 5 months

Place of birth Ireland, UK

Marital status Single

Occupation Farmer

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Jinks, Mr William, father,
Cloonacurra, County Sligo,
Ireland, UK

Permanent address

Curlewis, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 % inches, weight — 11 stone, 13 lbs,
chest measurement — 37/40 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 46™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

8 April 1917
Noreuil, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to left forearm

Date and place wounded (2)

25 August 1918
Lihons, France

Nature of wounds (2) Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia |25 January 1919
HT Ceramic
Date discharged 7 May 1919
Nature of discharge Medially Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals Military Medal, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 8 September 1968.

Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor
Roll and Leopold War Memorial.
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Edgar Charles Lee

Private (Pte) 4849 Edgar Charles Lee enlisted in the 16" Infantry Battalion at Blackboy Hill
on 18 December 1915. He embarked overseas on 1 April 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on
28 April, where he joined the 4™ (Brigade) Training Battalion.

He departed Egypt on 7 June and landed in France on 14 June, where he was later transferred
and taken on strength of the 48" Infantry Battalion in the 12" Infantry Brigade of the 4™
Australian Division at Bertaucourt les Dames on 18 July 1916.

The 48™ Battalion moved into the front line at Pozieres on the night of 5 August and it was
here that Pte Lee sustained a gunshot wound to his head that resulted in a fractured skull, on 6
August.

|
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Australian soldiers walk past a line of trenches excavated during the advance on Pozieres, 1 August 1916.
German shellfire is falling in the distance.

He was evacuated to the 4™ General Hospital at Camiers on 8 August, then transferred to
England on 2 September, where he was admitted to the Duston War Hospital in Northampton
from 2 September — 22 November, when he was granted leave until 7 December 1916.

Pte Lee was granted further leave from 5 — 20 January 1917 but was still suffering from pains
in his head so he was returned to Australia on 13 February. He disembarked in Fremantle on
10 April and later travelled to Melbourne, at his own request to be near family, in early June.

He disembarked in Melbourne on 9 June, where he was medically discharged from the AIF
on 23 July 1917

He obviously continued to suffer and was admitted to Geelong Hospital at some stage, where
he finally succumbed to complications from his wounds on 28 April 1919.
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Private 4849 Edgar Charles Lee was subsequently buried at Geelong Eastern Cemetery.

Name: Lee, Edgar Charles

Service Number

4849

Date enlisted 18 December 1915
Place enlisted Blackboy Hill, WA
Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 16" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

1 April 1916
HMAT A38 Ulysses

Stated age/DOB (if known)

28 years, 9 months

Place of birth

Benalla, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Railways contractor
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Lee, Mr Charles, father,
27 Richmond Crescent,
East Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geraldton, WA

Appearance Ruddy complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 11 inches, weight — 10 stone, 14 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34/38 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 48" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Died of wounds (post discharge)

Date and place wounded

6 August 1916
Mouquet Farm, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to head (fractured skull)

Date and place died

28 April 1919, Geelong Hospital, Vic.

Cemetery details

Geelong Eastern Cemetery, Victoria.
C of E Section, Plot 6, Grave 200

Date and ship embarked for Australia

13 February 1917
HT Benalla

Date discharged

23 July 1917

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Family resided in Leopold pre-war.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial and Geelong &
District Peace Memorial.
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Harold Clifford Lewis

Private (Pte) 3166 Harold Clifford Lewis enlisted in the 21% Infantry Battalion in Geelong on
16 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 18 November 1915 and disembarked in Egypt in
mid-December. He was initially re-allocated to the 60™ Infantry Battalion at Tel el Kebir on
26 February 1916, before being transferred and taken on strength of the 58" Infantry
Battalion in the 15" Infantry Brigade or the 5™ Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 15
March.

The 58™ Battalion embarked for France on 17 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June
1916, where they travelled north by train to the south-west of Hazebrouck. They marched to
Sailly-sur-la-Lys and into the front line for the first time, near Fleurbaix, on 11 July, where
they came under a heavy German bombardment on the night of 15 July 1916. The severity of
the bombardment is evident in the high number of casualties sustained by the battalion during
that one night — 150 (including 47 killed or missing) — one of whom was Pte Lewis who was
killed in action.

i
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The Australian “trenches” at Fleurbaix, July 1916. The parapets had to be raised above ground
due to the low water table and provided little protection against German artillery.
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Private 3166 Harold Clifford Lewis’ body was subsequently recovered, and he was buried in
the Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France the next day.

Name: Lewis, Harold Clifford

Service Number

3166

Date enlisted

16 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

29 Light Horse (CMF) — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 November 1915
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 10 months (27/9/1894)

Place of birth

Connewarre, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Lewis, Mr William, father,
Moolap, Victoria

Permanent address Moolap Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 10 stone, 11 Ibs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 15 July 1916
Fleurbaix, France
Cemetery details Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France.
Plot I, Row F, Grave 25
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor

Roll, Leopold War Memorial, East Geelong St
Albans & Moolap War Memorial and the
Connewarre & District Roll of Honor.
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Herbert John Lewis

Trooper (Tpr) Herbert John Lewis enlisted in the 13™ Light Horse Regiment in Geelong on 26
January 1915. He embarked overseas on 28 May and disembarked in Egypt in late June,
where he was later promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 9 August.

After two months training in Egypt, the 13" Light Horse sailed for Gallipoli on 4 September
(without their horses). They disembarked a week later and entered the front line trenches at
Lone Pine on 14 September.

Although the main fighting had finished by this stage and a stalemate ensued, the position
regularly came under Turkish artillery fire, and it was here on 19 September that L Cpl Lewis
sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his right leg (which was fractured), left arm and head.

He was evacuated to Egypt via HMHS Guildford Castle later the same day, where he was
treated at the 15™ General Hospital at Alexandria from 25 September — 9 October.

i

HMHS Guildford Castle c¢.1916 (torpedoed and sunk 26 February 1918)

He was subsequently transferred to the 1 Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis between
9 October — 2 January 1916, then embarked for return to Australia the following day.

Lance Corporal 311 Herbert John Lewis disembarked in Melbourne later that month but
wasn’t medically discharged from the AIF until 5 January 1917.
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Name: Lewis, Herbert John

Service Number

311

Date enlisted

26 January 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Trooper
Initial Unit 13" Light Horse Regiment
Date and ship embarked for overseas |28 May 1915

HMAT A34 Persic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

24 years, 9 months (28/4/1892)

Place of birth

Connewarre, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Lewis, Mr William, father,
Moolap, Victoria

Permanent address

Moolap, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 inches, weight — 9 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 13" Light Horse Regiment

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

19 September 1915
Lone Pine, Gallipoli

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to right leg (fractured), left arm
and head

Date and ship embarked for Australia

3 January 1916
HT Ulysses

Date discharged 5 January 1917

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Home Service WW2 (SN V379195). Died 1947.

Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor
Roll and Leopold War Memorial.
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Frederick Charles Mason MM

Pte Frederick Mason'’s WW1 medal set

Boer War veteran, Private (Pte) Frederick Charles Mason enlisted in the 7 Infantry Battalion
at Queenscliff on 12 July 1915 aged 44 years. He embarked overseas on 29 September and
disembarked in Egypt in late October, where he was taken on strength of the 7 Battalion on
7 January 1916.

With the expansion of the AIF in early 1916, he was re-allocated to the 59 Battalion on 24
February, before finally being taken on strength of the 58" Infantry Battalion in the 15
Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 15 March 1916.

The 58™ Battalion embarked for France on 17 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June
1916, where they travelled north by train to the south-west of Hazebrouck. They marched to
Sailly-sur-la-Lys and into the front line for the first time, near Fleurbaix, on 11 July, where
they came under a heavy German bombardment on the night of 15 July 1916. The severity of
the bombardment is evident in the high number of casualties sustained by the battalion during
that one night — 150 (including 47 killed or missing).

For his actions throughout the bombardment and the following morning, Pte Mason was
subsequently awarded the Military Medal on 9 August 1916. His citation read:

“At PETILLON during operations on 15 — 16 July 1916, Private Mason (a stretcher
bearer) was indefatigable in attending to wounded and in carrying them down to the
dressing station, while the communication trench leading to it, was being shelled by
the enemy. He was slightly wounded about the face and ears but did not report at
Hospital merely dressing the injuries himself.”
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He was evacuated sick to the 5™ Division Rest Station with arthritis from 31 July — 21
August, then transferred by hospital train and admitted to the 3" Canadian General Hospital
at Boulogne between 25 August — 13 September, diagnosed with myalgia and chronic
rheumatism in his left knee and ankle.

He then spent three months at the 5™ Division Base Depot at Etaples before he was again
evacuated sick with myalgia and rheumatism and was admitted to the 26™ General Hospital
between 15 — 18 December.

Pte Mason was eventually classified as unfit for military service and left France on 27
December. He landed in England the next day and spent the next few months attached to the
Command Depots at Perham Downs and Weymouth, before he embarked for return to
Australia on 4 May 1917.

Private 3055 Frederick Charles Mason MM disembarked in Melbourne on 2 July, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 9 August 1917.

Frederick Mason s grave at Queenscliff Cemetery
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Name: Mason, Frederick Charles

Service Number

3055

Date enlisted

12 July 1915

Place enlisted

Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

7™ Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Boer War (Imperial Light Horse) 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

29 September 1915
RMS Osterley

Stated age/DOB (if known)

44 years, 8 months (12/11/1869)

Place of birth

Daylesford, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Mason, Mrs Clara, wife,
Stokes Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 10 stone, 12 Ibs,
chest measurement — 38/40 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |4 May 1917

HT Themistocles

Date discharged

9 August 1917

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (chronic rheumatism and overage)

Honours/medals Military Medal, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal,
Victory Medal
Notes Member of Leopold Rifle Club.

Died 24 June 1939.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.
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Charles Maxwell

&
.

Captain (Capt) Charles Maxwell enlisted in the Australian Army Medical Corps in Melbourne
on 13 February 1918, aged almost 39.

He embarked from Sydney on 21 March and disembarked in London on 24 May.

Not long after his arrival, he was hospitalised with chronic bronchitis at Sutton Veny Military
Hospital from 4 — 15 June, after which he was attached for duty at 1** Australian Auxiliary
Hospital at Harefield between 28 June 1918 — 25 January 1919.

i
Austrablan Hospital, Hapelicld
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I¥" Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield, UK
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Capt Maxwell was then transferred to the 1% Australian General Hospital, also in Sutton Veny,
on 27 January, where he worked until 28 March, when he was again hospitalised, this time
with influenza, until discharged on 5 April.

He spent a further two weeks in hospital with a septic foot between 22 May — 5 June, after
which he was invalided to Australia on 16 June.

Captain Charles Maxwell disembarked in Melbourne on 1 August, where his appointment in
the AIF was terminated on 6 October 1919.

Name: Maxwell, Charles

Date enlisted 13 February 1918
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Captain
Initial Unit Australian Army Medical Corps
Date and ship embarked for overseas |21 March 1918
HMAT A34 Persic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 38 years, 11 months (10/3/1879)
Place of birth Melbourne, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Medical practitioner
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Maxwell, Mrs Mary Helen, wife,

“Murlen”, Park St,
Newtown, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia “Murlen”, Park St,
Newtown, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Height — 5 feet 7 '2 inches, weight — 8 stone, 7 1bs,
chest measurement — 32/35 inches
Final Rank Captain
Final Unit Australian Army Medical Corps
Theatres of war served in n/a
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |16 June 1919
HT Ormonde
Date discharged 6 October 1919
Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated
Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Died 1967.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial and Inverleigh State School
Honor Roll
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Alexander George McKay

Trooper (Tpr) 1560 Alexander George McKay enlisted in the 6™ Light Horse (LH) Regiment
in the 2™ Light Horse Brigade at Liverpool on 23 June 1915, aged 43 years.

He embarked overseas on 23 October and disembarked in Egypt in mid-November, where he
joined the Light Horse details camp at Maadi.

Between 4 February — 10 June 1916, Tpr McKay was hospitalised on several occasions for
minor ailments and was absent without leave twice for which he was fined several days pay.

On 15 August he was taken on strength of the 6™ Light Horse Regiment at Et Maler on the
Sinai Peninsula. About a month later, he was evacuated sick and treated for haemorrhoids
between 22 September — 3 October, when he rejoined the regiment at Hill 70.

Tpr McKay was charged with being drunk on duty on 15 November. At a subsequent Field

General Court Martial on 21 November, he was found guilty and originally sentenced to 90
days imprisonment with hard labour. This was later commuted to 90 days Field Punishment
No. 2, which involved extra menial work duties, sometimes under restraint.

After he had served his sentence, Tpr McKay was transferred and taken on strength of the 2™
Light Horse (Brigade) Training Regiment at Moascar on 17 February 1917.

He again absented himself without leave on 4 — 5 May but at the subsequent Field General
Court Martial on 30 — 31 May, he was also charged with using a pistol to compel two
Egyptian men to drive him to Port Said. Found guilty of both charges, he was sentenced to 90
days imprisonment with hard labour and fined £74 10s. He was subsequently incarcerated at
the Citadel Military Prison and Detention Barracks in Cairo on 13 June 1917.

The unexpired portion of his sentence was suspended on 31 August, and he rejoined the 2™
LH Training Regiment at Moascar later the same day. He attended a Vickers machine gun
course at the Imperial School of Instruction at Zeitoun from 23 September — 13 October, but
his service record states that he failed the course. He spent the period between 19 October — 7
November at the Port Said rest camp then joined the Light Horse details at Moascar.

Tpr McKay departed Egypt and rejoined the 6™ LH Regiment, in the field at Esdud, on 23
December 1917. The regiment participated in operations along the River Jordan during

March 1918, during which time Tpr McKay was evacuated sick with rheumatism and arthritis
on 27 March.

He was initially treated by the Australian Camel Field Ambulance, then passed through
several casualty clearing stations back to Egypt, where he was eventually admitted to the 14™
Australian General Hospital at Port Said between 5 — 15 April.

After a week at a rest camp, he left Egypt and rejoined the 6™ LH Regiment at Wadi Auja on
13 May 1918. The regiment spent the entire northern summer in the inhospitable Jordan
Valley with its mosquito infested swamps, where hundreds of the men succumbed to malaria.
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Column of Australian Light Horse crossing the Pontoon Bridge at Auja Ford, in the Jordan Valley.
In the distance can be seen horsemen descending the steep winding track. May 1918

Tpr McKay was evacuated ill with haemorrhoids and rheumatism on 22 July. After a series of
moves through Ludd, Gaza and Kantara, he once again found himself at the 14™ Australian
General Hospital at Port Said, where he was admitted between 29 July — 15 September 1918.
He rejoined the 6™ LH Regiment in Jerusalem on 6 October.

Tpr McKay came down with malaria on 11 October and once again had to make the long trek
back to Egypt, where he was subsequently treated at the 31* General Hospital at Abbassia
from 18 October — 1 November, then granted 28 days leave until 29 November, by which
stage the war had ended.

After two more bouts of malaria, one in mid-December and another in late-January 1919, he
embarked for return to Australia on 18 February.

Trooper 1560 Alexander George McKay disembarked in Melbourne on 24 March, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 23 May 1919.
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Name: McKay, Alexander George

Service Number

1560

Date enlisted

23 June 1915

Place enlisted

Liverpool, NSW

Rank on enlistment

Trooper

Initial Unit

6™ Light Horse Regiment

Previous military service

Victorian Mounted Rifles — 4 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

23 October 1915
HMAT SS Hawkes Bay

Stated age/DOB (if known)

43 years

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Hairdresser
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

McKay, Mrs Nellie, wife,
1 Clare Street, New Town, Tasmania

Permanent address

New Town, Tasmania

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 Y4 inches, weight — 10 stone, 8 Ibs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Trooper

Final Unit 6" Light Horse Regiment

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Sinai, Palestine

Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |18 February 1919
HT Lancashire
Date discharged 23 May 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (malaria)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Connection to Leopold unknown but he was born in

Geelong and later resided at 112 Ryrie Street,
Geelong post-war.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.
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Frank William McWilliams
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Private (Pte) 2488 Frank William McWilliams enlisted in the 21 Infantry Battalion in the 6™
Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Geelong on 22 July 1915. He embarked
overseas on 29 September and disembarked in Egypt in late October, where he joined the 21+
Battalion at Tel el Kebir on 7 January 1916.

The battalion departed Egypt on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 26 March,
where they entrained to the Hazebrouck region in the north and spent several weeks in and
out of the line around Fleurbaix.

The battalion headed south to the Somme from 8 July, which they reached on 18 July. The 2"
Division took over the Pozieres front on 27 July and the 21+ Battalion entered the line on 29
July. Used mainly in a defensive role, the battalion nevertheless sustained 289 casualties.

Pte McWilliams was evacuated sick with dental problems between 17 — 22 August, then with
an inflamed stomach from 28 August — 6 October, during which time he was hospitalised at
the 18™ General Hospital at Camiers.

He was treated for a disorderly action of the heart at the 26™ General Hospital at Etaples
between 8 — 13 October, then transferred to England and admitted to the Kitchener War
Hospital at Brighton from 13 October — 3 February 1917, after which he was granted leave
from 3 — 19 February. He embarked for return to Australia on 8 April.

Private 2488 Frank William McWilliams disembarked in Melbourne on 9 June, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 11 August 1917.
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Name: McWilliams, Frank William

Service Number

2488

Date enlisted

22 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

29 September 1915
RMS Osterley

Stated age/DOB (if known)

28 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

McWilliams, Mr Thomas, father,
Wallington, Victoria

Permanent address

Wallington, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 'z inches, weight — 11 stone,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 21 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

8 April 1917
HT Barambah

Date discharged 11 August 1917

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (Endocarditis)

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1935.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll and
Leopold War Memorial
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John Coster Miles

Sergeant (Sgt) 3416 John Coster Miles enlisted in the 58™ Infantry Battalion in the 15™
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 16 February 1917. He
embarked overseas on 16 July and disembarked in Liverpool on 16 September, where he was
admitted to the 1 Western General Hospital in Liverpool with mumps later the same day.

He was discharged on 8 October and joined the 15" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott
Camp. He left England on 4 December and landed in France the next day, where he was
taken on strength of the 58" Battalion, in the field near Wytschaete, on 11 December 1917.

On 23 March 1918, news of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme came through. All
leave was cancelled, and the battalion was placed on standby to move at 24 hours’ notice.
They commenced their move south on 25 March and reached Bonnay on 30 March, where
they were placed in reserve for the defence of the Somme Canal near Corbie.

On the night of 24 April, the 58" Battalion participated in the daring Australian night
counterattack that re-captured Villers-Bretonneux two days later, at the cost of 69 casualties —
14 killed — one of whom was Sgt Miles who was killed in action on 26 April 1918.

He was initially buried at the Chalk Pits British Cemetery near Corbie, but his remains were
later re-interred in the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, Fouilloy, France in April 1920.

Sgt John Costs Miles’ grave at Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, Fouilloy, France
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Name: Miles, John Coster

Service Number

3416

Date enlisted

16 February 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sergeant

Initial Unit

58" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Instructional Staff (PMF) — serving
Australian Garrison Artillery — 15 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

16 July 1917
HMAT A16 Port Melbourne

Stated age/DOB (if known)

37 years, 2 months (1/12/1879)

Place of birth

Buangor, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Miles, Mrs Annie, wife,
3 Loch Street, East Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

3 Loch Street, East Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 9 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 36 inches
Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 26 April 1918
Villers-Bretonneux, France
Cemetery details Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery,
Fouilloy, France.
Plot XI, Row A, Grave 8
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Father was President of the Leopold Hall Committee

1911 - 1912.

Brother in law of Reginald Emerson Sims (SN 998),
KIA 10 August 1918.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial, East Geelong St Albans &
Moolap War Memorial, St Matthews Church Roll of
Honor and Geelong & District Peace Memorial.
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Jonas Miles

Private (Pte) 234 Jonas Miles enlisted in the 8" Infantry Battalion in the 2" Infantry Brigade
of the 1* Australian Division in Geelong on 20 August 1914. He embarked overseas on 19
October and disembarked in Egypt on 8 December.

The men boarded troop trains to Cairo, and then travelled to the AIF camp at Mena, beneath
the pyramids, where they undertook all manner of physical fitness and military training for
the next few months.

Pte Miles was hospitalised at the 2" General Hospital at Mena with influenza between 23
March — 8 May and missed the landing at Anzac and the 2™ Battle of Krithia, but he
eventually joined the 8™ Battalion on Gallipoli on 23 June 1915.

The 8" Battalion was the 2" Brigade reserve during the fighting at Lone Pine in early August
but nevertheless sustained 150 casualties from several retaliatory Turkish artillery
bombardments during 6 — 8 August. They evacuated Gallipoli in late December and arrived
back in Egypt on 7 January 1916.

The battalion embarked for France on 26 March, where they disembarked at Marseilles on 31
March and entrained north to Steenwerck. On 11 May they moved into the front line at
Fleurbaix for the first time. By the time they were relieved on 29 May, they left the line
having sustained 17 casualties (six killed).

They then moved up into Belgium and held the line near Messines from 24 June — 4 July, for
the loss of another 85 men, including 19 killed.

The 8™ Battalion headed south to the Somme on 10 July where Pte Miles was re-mustered as
a Driver (Dvr) on 19 July and attached to the battalion’s supply train. They entered the
support trenches at Pozieres in the early hours of 23 July, and the village itself that night,
where they were subjected to a continuous German artillery barrage for the next four days
and sustained 363 casualties (97 killed or missing).

On 18 August 1916, the battalion was ordered to attack the trenches on the flanks of the
German stronghold at Mouquet Farm. The assault failed, at a cost to the battalion of another
211 casualties, including 57 killed or missing.

The battalion returned to Belgium in October and spent several weeks in the line near Ypres,
before heading south to the Gueudecourt sector on 4 November. As the colder weather set in,
the conditions in the trenches deteriorated markedly and many men fell ill.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in early 1917, the 8" Battalion
moved into the front line at Lagnicourt on 16 April, the scene of heavy fighting the previous
day and, on 22 April, they conducted a successful raid on the German line opposite. They
captured three prisoners and caused many casualties, for the loss of one killed and 14
wounded of their own.

The battalion moved north to Belgium in late September and participated in the Battle of
Menin Road on 20 — 21 September 1917, where they achieved all their objectives and
captured 300 Germans and 14 machine guns, at a cost of 229 casualties (29 killed or
missing).
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Two weeks later, they were back in action at Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, where they
again pushed the Germans back and successfully held the captured ground (including 300
prisoners, four field guns and 11 machine guns) for the loss of 201 battalion casualties.

Dvr Miles proceeded on leave to England on 8 January 1918. While there he was seconded
for duty with the AIF Postal Corps in London between 21 January — 20 February, when he
rejoined the battalion in northern France.

In late March, the 1% Division entrained south in response to the German Spring Offensive on
the Somme. When news of a second German breakthrough in the north came through on 5
April, they had to immediately turn around to meet it. They made it back just in time to
establish defences and stop the Germans east of Hazebrouck between 14 — 18 April, during
which the 8" Battalion lost 129 men (27 killed or missing).

Dvr Miles contracted influenza and was treated at the 64" Casualty Clearing Station between
23 June — 6 July, and he rejoined the battalion on 17 July.

In early August the battalion moved south to join the allies’ Amiens offensive. The 8"
Battalion captured the villages of Rosieres and Lihons between 9 — 11 August at a cost of 282
men, including 49 killed, then between 23 — 26 August, they participated in the 1% Division’s
successful assault from Harbonnieres to Chuignes, for the loss of a further 256 casualties.

On 14 September, Dvr Miles was selected for Special 1914 Leave (via a lottery of those men
who had enlisted in 1914). He travelled by train to Taranto in Italy, where he embarked for
return to Australia on 24 September 1918.

Driver 234 Jonas Miles disembarked in Melbourne on 23 November, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 24 January 1919.

Driver Jonas Mile_s "WWI1 medal set
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Name: Miles, Jonas

Service Number

234

Date enlisted

20 August 1914

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |19 October 1914
HMAT A24 Benalla

Stated age/DOB (if known) 33 years

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Orchardist
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Miles, Mr David, father,
Leopold via Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Leopold, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 10 stone, 5 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium, Italy

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

24 September 1918
HT Kaiser I Hund

Date discharged 24 January 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1972.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Leopold &
District Honor Roll and Geelong & District Peace
Memorial.
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Carl Ernest Moller

Private (Pte) 1242 Carl Ernest Moller enlisted in the 37" Infantry Battalion in Melbourne on
15 February 1916, aged almost 42 years. He embarked overseas on 3 June and disembarked
in Plymouth on 25 July, where he joined the 2™ (Brigade) Training Battalion.

Almost two months later, he left England on 15 September and landed in France the next day.
He was eventually transferred and taken on strength of the 59" Infantry Battalion in the 15"
Infantry Brigade of the 5" Australian Division near Fromelles on 8 October 1916, one of 149
reinforcements received that day.

Pte Moller was treated for influenza at the 5™ Australian Field Ambulance between 20
November — 2 December, and at the 1** Australian General Hospital at Rouen for trench feet
and debility between 15 — 19 December. He was then transferred to England and admitted to
the Birmingham War Hospital between 19 — 28 December, after which he was granted leave
from 28 December — 12 January 1917.

He was discharged to duty at the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on 2 March and
returned to France on 27 May, where he rejoined the 59" Battalion at Rubempre on 21 June.

By 25 September the battalion had moved into Belgium and on to Westhoek Ridge where, at
5.50am the next morning, they successfully participated in the 4™ and 5™ Division assault on
Polygon Wood. The 59 Battalion suffered 268 casualties in the attack, one of whom was Pte
Moller who sustained slight gunshot wounds to his left thigh and right ear on 26 September.

He as treated at the 10™ Casualty Clearing Station later the same day, then spent the period
between 27 September — 26 October at convalescent depots in Boulogne, before he rejoined
the 59 Battalion on 7 November 1917.

In early 1918, Pte Moller was detached for duty with the 5" Divisional Train for work at their
fuel supply dump between 1 — 24 February, and then with the 15" Field Company Engineers
from 10 — 24 March.

As news of the German offensive on the Somme filtered through in late March 1918, the
Australian units were put on alert and then rushed south to meet it. The 59 Battalion arrived
at Corbie on 30 March and established their defences, although the peak of the assault had
passed. The Germans however made one more concerted effort on 24 April, and they
captured Villers-Bretonneux from the British units that were defending it.

The position needed to be rectified quickly and at 10.00 pm on 24 April 1918, the 13" and
15" Brigades (including the 59 Battalion) staged a stunning, night-time counterattack at
bayonet point and without artillery support. The Germans were completely taken by surprise
and, over the course of the next two days, eventually routed, as the Australians re-captured
Villers-Bretonneux. Overall 59" Battalion casualties numbered 127 (29 killed) while German
casualties were significantly higher.
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On 4 July, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15" Brigade, including the 59
Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. The battalion
achieved all their objectives for the loss of 65 casualties (16 killed).

During the allies’ main offensive from Amiens on 8 August, the 5" Division “passed through”
the 3™ Division and continued the advance for several kilometres, capturing the villages of
Harbonnieres and Vauvillers on 9 August, for the loss of 110 casualties, after which Pte
Moller was granted leave in England from 16 August — 6 September.

By the time he returned, the Australians were near the end of their tether and many battalions
were at less than 50% strength after weeks of continuous fighting. As a result, when the 5™
Division reached the heavily fortified Hindenburg Line itself, a fresh, full strength American
division was attached to it for the assault.

The 30™ American division attacked on 27 September and progressed well. The 5" Australian
Division, including the 59" Battalion, then moved through the Americans on 29 September
and continued the assault. They captured the village of Bellicourt and defended the gains the
next day, for the loss of 197 battalion casualties, one of whom was Pte Moller who sustained
a shrapnel wound to his arm that resulted in a compound fracture, on 29 September. He was
evacuated to the 50" Casualty Clearing Station at Tincourt but ultimately died there of his
wounds the next day.

Private 1242 Carl Ernest Moller was later buried in the Tincourt New British Cemetery,
France.
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German machine gun crew in the aftermath of the Australian counterattack at Villers-Bretonneux 24 April 1918
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Name: Moller, Carl Ernest

Service Number

1242

Date enlisted

15 February 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 37" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |3 June 1916

HMAT A34 Persic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

41 years, 9 months

Place of birth

Clunes, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Moller, Mr Carl, father,
Meadowlands”, Glengarry, Victoria

Permanent address

Glengarry, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 8 stone, 8 1bs,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 59 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

26 September 1917
Polygon Wood, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to left thigh, right ear

Date and place wounded (2)

29 September 1918
Bellicourt, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Shrapnel wound to arm (fractured)

Date and place died 30 September 1918
50™ Casualty Clearing Station,
Tincourt, France
Cemetery details Tincourt New British Cemetery, France.
Plot V, Row F, Grave 3
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Leopold State School.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Glengarry War
Memorial and Stratford War Memorial
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Charles Raymond Phillips

Trooper 167 Charles Raymond Phillips enlisted in the 4™ Light Horse Regiment at
Broadmeadows on 18 August 1914.

He embarked overseas on 19 October and disembarked in Egypt on 11 December, where he
was later hospitalised with venereal disease between 29 December — 26 February 1915. He
rejoined the regiment the next day and was subsequently docked 60 days’ pay.

The 4" Light Horse arrived on Gallipoli (as infantry reinforcements without their horses) on
21 May 1915 and moved into the trenches at Courtney’s Post two days later.

On 5 June 1915, they were in the centre of the line facing German Officer’s Ridge when they
came under a heavy Turkish artillery bombardment which killed two and wounded three
others, one of whom was Tpr Phillips, who sustained a shrapnel wound to his chest.

He was eventually evacuated to Malta via HMHS Sicilia but died of his wounds enroute on
19 June 1915. He was buried at sea later the same day, and he has no known grave.

Trooper 167 Charles Raymond Phillips is remembered on Panel 3 of the Lone Pine
Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey.
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Name: Phillips, Charles Raymond

Service Number

167

Date enlisted

18 August 1914

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Trooper

Initial Unit

4™ Light Horse Regiment

Previous military service

18™ Light Horse (WA) — CMF

Date and ship embarked for overseas

19 October 1914
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known) 25 years

Place of birth Bristol, Cornwall, UK
Marital status Single

Occupation Farmer

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Phillips, Mr William, father,
“Addiscombe”, Rothschild Street,
Glen Huntly, Victoria

Permanent address

Glen Huntly, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, dark brown hair, yellowish
eyes, height — 5 feet 6 ' inches, weight — 9 stone,
10 1bs, chest measurement — 32/35 inches

Final Rank Trooper

Final Unit 4" Light Horse Regiment

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

5 June 1915, opposite German Officer’s Ridge,
Gallipoli

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to chest

Date and place died 19 June 1915
At sea onboard HMHS Sicilia
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 3 of the
Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey.
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Father was Vicar of St Marks Church

between 1894 — 1898.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial
and Melbourne Grammar School Roll of Honor.
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Frederick Roquette Phillips

Private (Pte) 893 Frederick Roquette Phillips enlisted in the 5™ Infantry Battalion in the 2™
Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division at Ripponlea on 17 August 1914. He embarked
overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Egypt on 1 December.

On 5 April 1915, the 5" Battalion embarked for the island of Lemnos, where they practiced
disembarking from the ship and climbing the local hills each day. On the night of 24 April,
the troopships departed Mudros Harbour and sailed for Gallipoli.

From 5.30 am on 25 April 1915 the battalion disembarked from their transports into smaller
boats and were towed toward the beaches. The 5™ Battalion landed as part of the second wave
and found the beach crowded with troops and wounded men. Between 25 — 29 April, the 5
Battalion alone sustained 660 casualties.

Two weeks later the 2" Brigade was moved 20 km south by boat to Cape Helles, where they
participated in a poorly planned attack on Krithia on § May 1915 and sustained over 1,000
casualties, after which they returned to Anzac Cove.

Tpr Phillips was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 30 May, then hospitalised with
gastro enteritis between 15 — 21 June, when he rejoined the battalion.

On the evening of 9 August, the 5™ Battalion relieved the 7™ Battalion in the newly captured
trenches at Lone Pine. The battalion diary recorded the event as follows: “In position at 1830.
Trenches in bad state as dead men all over the place and beginning to decompose. Enemy
bombing heavily all night”.

It was during this phase of the battle that L Cpl Phillips sustained a bomb (grenade) wound to
his head. He was eventually evacuated to Egypt on 12 August via HMHS Neuralia but died
of his wounds enroute on 13 August 1915. He was buried at sea later the same day, and he
has no known grave.
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Lance Corporal 893 Frederick Roquette Phillips is remembered on Panel 24 of the Lone Pine

Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey.

Name: Phillips, Frederick Roquette

Service Number

893

Date enlisted

17 August 1914

Place enlisted

Ripponlea, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

5% Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Victorian Rifles (CMF) — 18 months

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1914
HMAT A3 Orvieto

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 5 months (25/3/1893)

Place of birth London, Middlesex, UK
Marital status Single

Occupation Student

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Phillips, Mr William, father,
“Addiscombe”, Rothschild Street,
Glen Huntly, Victoria

Permanent address

Glen Huntly, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, dark hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 11 stone,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 5% Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

August 1915 — Lone Pine, Gallipoli

Nature of wounds

Bomb wound to head

Date and place died 13 August 1915
At sea onboard HMHS Neuralia
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 24 of the
Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey.
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Father was Vicar of St Marks Church

between 1894 — 1898.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial
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Henry James Houghton Phillips

Driver (Dvr) 11868 Henry James Houghton Phillips enlisted in the 3™ Division Supply
Column (Mechanical Transport) in Melbourne on 6 April 1916. He embarked overseas on 5
June and disembarked in Southampton on 24 July.

He was evacuated to the 1* London General Hospital and treated for haemorrhoids between
30 September — 16 November then discharged to the No. 1 Convalescent Camp at Weymouth
until 6 February 1917.

After several weeks on the staff of the School of Technical Training at AFC Reading from 12
March, he was formally transferred and taken on strength of No. 5 (Training) Squadron AFC
at Shawbury on 2 April 1917, where he was also re-mustered as a Fitter.

The squadron's principal role was to prepare personnel for service with No. 1 Squadron, AFC,
which formed part of the British air forces operating against the Turks in Palestine.

Fitter Phillips was re-mustered as a Rigger on 24 October, then promoted to 1* Class Air
Mechanic on 1 December 1917. The squadron relocated to Minchinhampton in early April
1918 and remained there for the duration of the war.

ALETRALAN WAR MEMORLAL Donas]

Members of No. 5 (Training) Squadron AFC dismantling an Australian Sopwith Camel aircraft at
Minchinhampton aerodrome, 15 March 1919

While his service record does not elaborate, it appears at some stage that Air Mechanic
Phillips suffered from a nervous ailment. As a result, he embarked for return to Australia on 6
May 1919.
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I** Class Air Mechanic 11868 Henry James Houghton Phillips disembarked in Melbourne on
16 June, where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 8 September 1919.

Name: Phillips, Henry James Houghton

Service Number 11868

Date enlisted 6 April 1916

Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Driver

Initial Unit 3" Division Supply Column
(Mechanical Transport)

Previous military service Royal Northwest Mounted Police, Canada —
1903-1908

Date and ship embarked for overseas |5 June 1916
HMAT A19 Afric

Stated age/DOB (if known) 32 years, 6 months

Place of birth Parramatta, NSW

Marital status Single

Occupation Motor mechanic

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Phillips, Mr William, father,

“Addiscombe”, Rothschild Street,
Glen Huntly, Victoria

Permanent address Glen Huntly, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 % inches, weight — 7 stone, 15 lbs,
chest measurement — 32/34 inches

Final Rank I** Class Air Mechanic

Final Unit No. 5 (Training) Squadron,
Australian Flying Corps

Theatres of war served in n/a

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |6 May 1919
HT Kaiser I Hind

Date discharged 8 September 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (nervous instability)

Honours/medals British War Medal

Notes Father was Vicar of St Marks Church

between 1894 — 1898.
Died 27 March 1932.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial
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Harold McCheyne Raymond

Private (Pte) 2675 Harold McCheyne Raymond enlisted in the 26™ Infantry Battalion in
Brisbane on 13 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Egypt in
mid-November, where he joined the 7" (Brigade) Training Battalion.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 12 Infantry Battalion in the 3™ Infantry
Brigade of the 1% Australian Division at Zeitoun on 1 March 1916.

The battalion departed Egypt on 29 March and landed at Marseilles on 5 April, where they
entrained for the north to Strazeele for more training. They moved into the front line for the
first time at Fleurbaix on 18 May, where the ground was so boggy that the “trenches” weren’t
dug below ground like elsewhere, but instead were parapets built up with sandbags and other
supporting structures to provide cover for the men.

Pte Raymond was evacuated sick with inflamed skin on his feet on 13 July. He was treated at
the 4™ Casualty Clearing Station from 13 — 18 July, then transferred to the 8" Red Cross
Hospital at Le Touquet between 20 July — 16 August. He later rejoined the battalion near
Ypres on 16 September.

After the Germans had withdrawn their lines to stronger defensive positions in late February
1917, the Australians followed cautiously. On 8 April, the 12* Battalion, acting alone,
attacked the village of Boursies, situated on the Bapaume to Cambrai Road. Without any
artillery support and despite heavy resistance, the attack was successful, and they captured
the village. The Germans counterattacked the next day and dislodged the Australians from the
village in a fierce fight.
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The Australians responded and again drove the Germans out, for the loss of 249 battalion
casualties, one of whom was Pte Raymond who was killed in action on 9 April. He was
buried where he fell but this grave was subsequently lost, and he has no known grave.

Private 2675 Harold McCheyne Raymond is remembered on the Australian National

Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Name: Raymond, Harold McCheyne

Service Number

2675

Date enlisted

13 July 1915

Place enlisted

Brisbane, Queensland

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 26" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |21 October 1915
HMAT A48 Seang Bee

Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years

Place of birth

Brighton, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Bank Clerk (Union Bank)
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Raymond, Rev Arthur, father,
The Rectory, Ross, Tasmania

Permanent address

Brisbane, Queensland

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 % inches, weight — 9 stone, 5 lbs,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches
Final Rank Private
Final Unit 12" Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 9 April 1917
Boursies, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian
National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Father was Vicar of St Marks Church, Leopold

~1900.
Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll and Leopold War Memorial.
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Horace Robert Richardson

Driver (Dvr) 34219 Horace Robert Richardson enlisted in the Field Artillery (FA) Brigade
reinforcements in Melbourne on 16 January 1917.

He embarked overseas on 10 May and disembarked in Plymouth on 20 July, where he joined
the Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery at Larkhill Camp.

After almost three months training, Dvr Richardson departed England on 12 October. He
landed in France the next day, where he was subsequently taken on strength of the 12" Field
Artillery Brigade in the 4™ Australian Division at Reninghelst, Belgium on 17 October.

Dvr Richardson was posted to the Brigade’s Ammunition Column and would have driven a
team of two horses, as this was still the major form of transport at the time.

The brigade’s wagon lines were bombed by German aircraft on 19 October (five men killed
and four wounded) and again on 21 October, when two horses were killed, and one man and
four horses wounded.

The wagon lines moved to La Clytte later that month when the 12" FA Brigade took over the
front line positions of the 103™ Brigade, Royal Field Artillery from 24 October and supported
British infantry activity in the area.

During this period, Dvr Richardson was evacuated sick with influenza on 3 November. He
was treated at the 3 Australian Field Ambulance between 6 — 12 November and then the 1+
Canadian General Hospital at Etaples from 12 — 19 November, after which he was transferred
to England, where he was subsequently admitted to the Eastbourne Military Hospital between
19 November — 18 December 1917.

He was granted leave from 14 — 28 January 1918 and then reported for duty with No. 3
Command Depot at Hurdcott Camp, where he remained for the next eight months.

Between 31 October — 23 November, Dvr Richardson was treated for rheumatism at an
unspecified clearing hospital then embarked for return to Australia on 9 December.

Driver 34219 Horace Robert Richardson disembarked in Melbourne on 1 February, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 24 February 1919.
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Name: Richardson, Horace Robert

Service Number

34219

Date enlisted

16 January 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Driver

Initial Unit Field Artillery Brigade reinforcements
Previous military service Home Service (SN 48668)
Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 May 1917

HMAT A74 Marathon

Stated age/DOB (if known)

30 years, 1 month

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Storeman
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Richardson, Mrs Ethel, wife,
65 Fyans Street, Chilwell, Victoria

Permanent address

65 Fyans Street, Chilwell, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 8 stone, 12 1bs,
chest measurement — 32/37 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 12 Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

9 December 1918
HT Argylishire

Date discharged 24 February 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (rheumatism)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1988.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School

Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial and Geelong &

District Peace Memorial.

&5




Martin Rollins

Private (Pte) 5441 Martin Rollins enlisted in the 14™ Infantry Battalion in the 4" Infantry
Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division in Geelong on 8 February 1916.

He embarked overseas on 4 April and disembarked in Egypt four weeks later.

He left Egypt on 7 June and disembarked on 14 June, where he travelled north and was taken
on strength of the 14™ Battalion at Naours on 20 July, one of 150 reinforcements received that
day.

On 6 August, the 14™ Battalion entered the line at Pozieres and participated in the
unsuccessful assault on Mouquet Farm a few days later, at a cost of 400 casualties (87 killed),
then left the line for a rest on 13 August.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in March 1917, the battalion
cautiously patrolled forward to ascertain the whereabouts of the enemy.

They reached Beugnatre on 27 March where battalion headquarters took shelter in an
abandoned cellar. At 6.30 am on 29 March, a delayed German mine exploded, killing four
men and wounding four others, one of whom was Pte Rollins who was buried alive for a
period and in shock.

He rejoined the battalion on 1 April, which next moved into the front line and took part in the
poorly planned assault on the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 11 April. The 14" Battalion,
in the vanguard of the attack, with no artillery or tank support, sustained an incredible 601
casualties, including hundreds killed and missing (most of whom became prisoners of war).

The 14" Battalion then moved north to Belgium in early June, where it helped to hold the
ground captured after the Battle of Messines between 9 — 11 June, and it was here that Pte
Rollins was killed in action during a German artillery bombardment on 10 June 1917, one of
50 battalion casualties.

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 5441 Martin Rollins is remembered on Panel 17 of the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres,
Belgium.
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Name: Rollins, Martin

Service Number

5441

Date enlisted

8 February 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 14" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |4 April 1916

HMAT A14 Euripides
Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years

Place of birth

Curlewis, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Rollins, Mr John, father,
“Sea View”, Curlewis, Victoria

Permanent address

Curlewis, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 inches, weight — 9 stone, 11 lbs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 14" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place wounded

29 March 1917
Beugnatre, France

Nature of wounds

Shell shock

Date and place died 10 June 1917
Messines, Belgium
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 17 of the
Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold State School

Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial and East Geelong St Albans
& Moolap War Memorial.
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Percival John Rollins

Private (Pte) 2012 Percival John Rollins enlisted in the 58" Infantry Battalion in the 15%
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Broadmeadows on 28 April 1916.

He embarked overseas on 8 July and disembarked in Devonport on 31 August, where he was
admitted to the Devonport Military Hospital with an unknown illness from 1 — 15 September,
then joined the 15" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Larkhill on 18 September.

He left England on 6 December and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 58" Battalion at Ribemont on 23 December 1916, one of 125 reinforcements
received that day. Two days later, according to the battalion diary, the men “greatly enjoyed a
Christmas dinner of roast beef, sauce, vegetables, fruit, plum pudding and beer”.

During February 1917, the Germans strategically withdrew much of their front line to a more
easily defendable line known as the Hindenburg Line. From late February onwards, the
Australian forward patrols discovered evacuated enemy trenches and cautiously moved
forward to occupy them. The 58" Battalion was in the front line during this period and fired
upon several German rearguard patrols around the Ligny-Thilloy area between 24 — 27
February.

The battalion was manning an outpost line near Morchies on 25 March 1917, where Pte
Rollins was killed in action by a direct artillery hit on the dugout he was occupying.

Private Percival Rollins’ grave at Queant Road Cemetery, Buissy, France
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Private 2012 Percival John Rollins was initially buried near where he fell, “in a sunken road,
front of Morchies, near Bapaume”, but his body was subsequently re-interred in the Queant
Road Cemetery, Buissy, France, around June 1920.

Name: Rollins, Percival John

Service Number 2012

Date enlisted 28 April 1916

Place enlisted Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service 29 Light Horse (CMF) — 3 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas |8 July 1916
HMAT A31 Adjana

Stated age/DOB (if known) 30 years, 8 months

Place of birth Curlewis, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Labourer

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Lewis, Mrs Miriam, mother,
“Sea View”, Curlewis, Victoria

Permanent address Curlewis, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 4 inches, weight — 10 stone, 8 1bs,
chest measurement — 36/38 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Killed in action

Date and place died 25 March 1917
Morchies, France

Cemetery details Queant Road Cemetery,

Buissy, France.
Plot VIII, Row D, Grave 6

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial and East Geelong St Albans
& Moolap War Memorial.
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Oliver Jesse Sadler

Driver (Dvr) 3445 Oliver Jesse Sadler enlisted in the 1% Australian Divisional Ammunition
Column (DAC) in Geelong on 2 November 1914. He embarked overseas on 22 December
and disembarked in Egypt in mid-January 1915.

He joined the 1* Division on Gallipoli on 30 April 1915 and remained there until they
eventually evacuated the peninsula in late December.

He arrived back in Egypt on 25 January 1916, where he was admitted to the 1% Australian
General Hospital in Cairo and treated for laryngitis between 28 January — 11 February, then
again at the same hospital for tonsilitis between 29 February — 4 March.

The 1® DAC departed Egypt on 26 March and landed in Marseilles on 2 April, where they
entrained north to le Havre to collect their horses, wagons and other equipment.

The column moved south to the Somme in readiness for the 1% Division’s attack on Pozieres
set for 23 July 1916 where, over the next eight days and nights, they continuously supplied
ammunition to the field artillery batteries. This was quite a dangerous role as the German
artillery regularly targeted the supply columns. The unit then remained in the Somme area
throughout August — December.

Dvr Sadler again contracted laryngitis and was evacuated sick on 19 December. He was
treated at several medical facilities in Rouen and eventually rejoined the column at Fricourt
on 5 February 1917.

He was granted leave in England from 27 April — 14 May and returned to the column to find
that the allies’ attention had turned north to Belgium. In the lead up to the Third Battle of
Ypres, the ammunition columns were kept busy supplying the field batteries with shells and
they came under constant German artillery fire while doing so.

While working near Ouderdom, the column came under fire and Dvr Sadler was among
several men who sustained gas wounds on 23 July 1917.

He was initially treated at the 47" Casualty Clearing Station from 24 July — 1 August, then at
the 54™ General Hospital at Wimereux until 8 August, when he was transferred to England
and admitted to the Royal Victoria Military Hospital at Netley between 9 — 14 August.

After a further period of convalescence at Weymouth, he was still suffering with debility from
the effects of the gas, and he embarked for return to Australia on 5 November 1917.

Driver 3445 Oliver Jesse Sadler disembarked in Melbourne on 31 December, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 18 March 1918.
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Name: Sadler, Oliver Jesse

Service Number

3445

Date enlisted

2 November 1914

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Driver

Initial Unit

1%t Divisional Ammunition Column

Date and ship embarked for overseas

22 December 1914
HMAT A30 Borda

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Sadler, Mr Owen, father,
c/- Leopold PO, via Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Leopold via Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 9 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 1® Divisional Ammunition Column

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

23 July 1917
Ouderdom, Belgium

Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia |5 November 1917
HT Themistocles

Date discharged

18 March 1918

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 1958.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll,
Leopold War Memorial and the East Geelong
Congregational Church & Sunday School Honor
Roll.
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Clifford Irving Shepherd

Driver (Dvr) 33160 Clifford Irving Shepherd enlisted in the Field Artillery Brigade
reinforcements in Melbourne on 1 November 1916.

He embarked overseas on 11 May 1917 and disembarked in Plymouth on 19 July. During the
voyage he was also admitted to the ship’s hospital with an unknown illness between 2 — 17
June.

On arrival in England, he joined the Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery at Larkhill Camp,
where he was later re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr) at his own request, on 25 August.

With training complete, Gnr Shepherd departed England on 14 November. He disembarked in
France the next day, where he was taken on strength of the 1* Field Artillery Brigade at
Doulieu on 25 November 1917, one of 93 reinforcements received on the day.

The brigade moved up and took over the front line positions covering the Messines sector for
the entire period between 18 December — 5 February 1918, then left the line for billets in Petit
Sec Bois.

Gnr Shepherd was evacuated sick with a disorderly action of the heart on 21 February. He
was admitted to the 14" General Hospital at Wimereux from 24 February — 5 March, then
sent to the Rest Camp at Boulogne from 5 — 28 March.

On his return, Gnr Shepherd was re-mustered as a Private (Pte) and formally transferred and
taken on strength of the 1% Australian Convalescent Depot at le Havre on 18 April, where he
remained for the next six months.

He was granted leave to Paris from 19 — 30 September, then became ill with jaundice and was
hospitalised at the 40™ Stationary Hospital at le Havre between 21 October — 8 November.

He returned to England on 26 November and embarked for return to Australia on 4 January
1919.

Private 33160 Clifford Irving Shepherd disembarked in Melbourne on 20 February, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 20 March 1919.
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Name: Shepherd, Clifford Irving

Service Number

33160

Date enlisted

1 November 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Driver

Initial Unit Field Artillery Brigade reinforcements
Date and ship embarked for overseas |11 May 1917
HMAT A9 Shropshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 2 months

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Shepherd, Mr Frank, father,
allington, Victoria

Permanent address

Wallington, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 inches, weight — 8 stone, 9 Ibs,
chest measurement — 32/35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 1** Australian Convalescent Depot

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

4 January 1919
HT Morvada

Date discharged 20 March 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (illness)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 13 September 1933.

Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor
Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Geelong & District
Peace Memorial and the Geelong College Roll of
Honour.

93




Reginald Emerson Sims

HLG| ESLIE ek sALELGL = ESy

Corporal (Cpl) 998 Reginald Emerson Sims enlisted in the 37" Infantry Battalion in the 10®
Infantry Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 22 January 1916.

He embarked overseas on 3 June and disembarked in Plymouth on 25 July.

The battalion left England on 22 November and landed in France the next day. They moved
north and spent several weeks in the Armentieres and Houplines area, where Cpl Sims was

hospitalised at the local Field Ambulance with influenza between 29 January — 12 February
1917, then promoted to Lance Sergeant (L Sgt) on 1 March.

The 37" Battalion’s first major engagement on the Western Front occurred on 7 June 1917 at
the Battle of Messines Ridge, where the 3™ Division helped to capture the high ground in
conjunction with New Zealand and British troops. Battalion casualties amounted to 402 men,
one of whom was L Sgt Sims who sustained gunshot wounds to his foot and arm.

He was admitted to the 56™ General Hospital at Etaples between 8 — 22 June then transferred
to the 5™ Convalescent Depot at Cayeaux from 27 June — 7 August. He rejoined the 37
Battalion at Blequin on 26 August 1917.

The battalion moved up to the Zonnebeke area on 2 October in preparation for an attack on
Broodseinde Ridge, which began at 6.00 am on the morning of 4 October. The 37" Battalion
suffered 224 casualties, but all the objectives were achieved, and the battle was considered a
success. Then the rain started to fall.
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The battalion’s next action, an attack on the village of Passchendaele on 12 October (the same
day L Sgt Sims was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt), was a disaster. The soldiers were subjected
to German artillery fire while they waited then, once the attack commenced, were pinned by
machine gun fire and hindered by the deep mud, so made no headway at all, at a cost to the
37" Battalion of 71 men killed and 179 wounded.

Sgt Sims was transferred to the Australian Corps School at Aveluy from 18 October, where he
served as an assistant instructor until 19 March 1918, when he was granted leave in England
until 6 April.

ALETREALAN WAR MEMZERIAL

Infantry training in the use of gas masks at the Australian Corps School at Aveluy, 22 January 1918

He returned from leave and rejoined the 37" Battalion near Morlancourt on 14 April, where
they had manned front line positions on the adjoining ridge since 28 March, and they
remained in this general area for several months.

The 37" Battalion was 10" Brigade reserve for the allies’ Amiens offensive on 8 August and
played no active part. It did, however, take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on 10
August, where another 103 casualties were sustained, one of whom was Sgt Sims who was
killed in action on the same date. Eyewitness reports stated that he had been shot during the
attack and was being stretchered out when the group was hit by German artillery fire.

Sergeant 998 Reginal Emerson Sims was originally buried in the Vaire Wood Cemetery, but
his remains were later re-interred in the Heath Cemetery, Harbonnieres, France in 1919.
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Name: Sims, Reginald Emerson

Service Number

998

Date enlisted

22 January 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Corporal
Initial Unit 37" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |3 June 1916

HMAT A34 Persic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

25 years, 1 month

Place of birth

Horsham, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Mail sorter (GPO)
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Sims, Mr John, father,
c/- Post Office, Greensborough, Victoria

Permanent address

Greensborough, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches, weight — 7 stone, 8 1bs,
chest measurement — 31/35 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit 37% Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place wounded

7 June 1917
Messines, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wounds to foot and arm

Date and place died 10 August 1918
near Proyart, France
Cemetery details Heath Cemetery, Harbonnieres, France.
Plot V, Row D, Grave 15
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Father was Principal of Leopold State School from

September 1895.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Shenton
Methodist Church Honor Roll, Greensborough War
Memorial, Eltham War Memorial, Post Master
General’s Department Honor Roll and Baynton &
District Honor Roll
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Howard Spinks

Private (Pte) 6407 Howard Spinks enlisted in the 23™ Infantry Battalion at Geelong on 27
October 1916, having been rejected twice previously, once for teeth and once for varicocele.

He embarked overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Plymouth on 29 January 1917,
where he joined the 6™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Larkhill Camp.

He spent several weeks at the Parkhouse Hospital with an undisclosed illness between 6 — 25
February, and then a few days at the Larkhill Hospital with a cough from 1 — 5 April.

Pte Spinks was transferred to Windmill Hill Camp on 29 April. He spent a few days in
hospital with scabies from 23 — 28 July, then embarked for France on 25 August.

He arrived the next day, where he was transferred and taken on strength of the 37" Infantry
Battalion in the 10™ Infantry Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division at Blequin on 1 September
1917, one of 246 reinforcements received that day.

The battalion moved up to the Zonnebeke area on 2 October in preparation for an attack on
Broodseinde Ridge, which began at 6.00 am on the morning of 4 October 1917. The 37®
Battalion suffered 224 casualties, but all the objectives were achieved, and the battle was
considered a success. Then the rain started to fall.

The battalion’s next action, an attack on the village of Passchendaele on 12 October 1917,
was a disaster. The soldiers were subjected to German artillery fire while they waited then,
once the attack commenced, were pinned by machine gun fire, and hindered by the deep mud,
so made no headway at all, at a cost to the 37" Battalion of 71 men killed and 179 wounded,
one of whom was Pte Spinks who sustained gunshot wounds to his legs and face.

He was evacuated to the 3 Australian General Hospital at Wimereux from 13 — 20 October,
then transferred to England, where he was admitted to the Leeds War Hospital between 21
October — 18 December 1917.

Pte Spinks was granted leave from 24 December — 7 January 1918, then transferred to the
Sutton Veny Camp on 9 January.

He was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 22 September and transferred to the permanent staff of
the No.1 Command Depot at Tidworth.

Later declared as unfit for further military service due to varicocele, Cpl Spinks embarked for
return to Australia on 11 December 1918.

Corporal 6407 Howard Spinks disembarked in Melbourne on 30 January, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 13 April 1919.

97



Name: Spinks, Howard

Service Number

6407

Date enlisted

27 October 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 23 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |23 November 1916
HMAT A20 Hororata

Stated age/DOB (if known)

31 years, 9 months

Place of birth

Moolap, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Stone cutter
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Spinks, Miss Rosanna, aunt,
Little Ryrie Street, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Moolap, Victoria

Appearance Brown complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 inches, weight — 10 stone, 2 lbs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Corporal

Final Unit 37% Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

12 October 1917
Passchendaele, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wounds to legs and face

Date and ship embarked for Australia

11 December 1918
HT Saxon

Date discharged

13 April 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (varicocele)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 1967.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold & District Honor Roll and
Leopold War Memorial
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Frederick John Marven Syer
(aka Frederick William Loney)

Private (Pte) 2610 Frederick John Marven Syer enlisted in the 1% Infantry Battalion in the 1*
Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division at Liverpool on 28 June 1915. He enlisted
under the alias Frederick William Loney, as he still had almost five years remaining on his
seven year commitment to serve with the Royal Australian Navy from 8 May 1913.

He embarked overseas on 9 August and disembarked in Egypt in early September. He landed
at Lemnos on 28 September and was subsequently taken on strength of the 1% Battalion at
Leane’s Trench, Gallipoli on 30 October.

A month later, he came down with diarrhoea and was evacuated back to Egypt on 1
December, where he was admitted to the 2™ Australian General Hospital at Ghezireh between
3 — 11 December 1915. He rejoined the 1% Battalion on 6 February 1916 after they had been
evacuated from Gallipoli.

A week later he was transferred and taken on strength of the 53™ Infantry Battalion in the 14"
Infantry Brigade of the 5" Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 14 February, where he was
also promoted to Corporal on 24 March.

The battalion departed Egypt on 19 June and disembarked at Marseilles on 28 June, where

they entrained for the north. They entered the front line for the first time at Fleurbaix on 10
July and became embroiled in the AIF’s major battle on the Western Front, at Fromelles, on
19 July.

The Battle of Fromelles was a disaster. The 53 Battalion formed part of the initial assault
and sustained 625 casualties, amounting to over three-quarters of its original attacking
strength. Despite these high losses the battalion continued to alternate in and out of the front
line at Fromelles for a further two months.
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Cpl Syer was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 20 October 1916, then, on 24 October he was
mentioned in the 5 Division’s despatches for his gallantry and meritorious service during an
earlier patrol near Flers. The despatch noted that, “He showed great courage and resource
when on patrol. When wounded he remained at duty, inspiring those under him by his
example.”

Shortly after, he was promoted to Company Sergeant Major (CSM) on 17 November and then
granted leave in England from 30 November — 14 December.

In March 1917, the 53" Battalion participated in the cautious advance that followed the
German retreat to the Hindenburg Line. While spared the main assault, they did later defend
the gains made during the Second Battle of Bullecourt against subsequent German
counterattacks, for the loss of 274 battalion casualties, between 9 — 15 May.

CSM Syer attended the 5™ (British) Army School between 3 July — 8 August, by which time
the allies’ focus of operations had already switched to Belgium.

The Third Battle of Ypres had commenced on 31 July, and the 53" Battalion moved up to
Glencorse Wood on the night of 24 September in preparation for their part in the Battle of
Polygon Wood, set for 26 September.

The attack commenced at 5.50 am and was a success, with all objectives achieved and the
inevitable German counterattacks repulsed. The 53™ Battalion also captured around 80
prisoners and ten machine guns, for the loss of 226 men wounded and 83 killed or missing,
one of whom as CSM Syer who was killed in action on 26 September 1917. His body was
never recovered, and he has no known grave.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The Butte, which stood on the far side of Polygon Wood, was taken by the 5" Division on 26 September 1917
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Company Sergeant Major 2610 Frederick John Marven Syer is remembered on Panel 29 of
the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres, Belgium.

Name: Syer, Frederick John Marven (aka Loney, Frederick William)

Service Number 2610
Date enlisted 28 June 1915
Place enlisted Liverpool, NSW
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit I* Infantry Battalion
Previous military service Royal Australian Navy — 2 years (serving)
Date and ship embarked for overseas |9 August 1915
HMAT A54 Runic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 9 months (23/10/1894)
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Able Seaman (RAN)
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Syer, Mr Walter, stepbrother,
26 King William Street, Fitzroy, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 9 stone, 3 Ibs,
chest measurement — 32/34 inches

Final Rank Company Sergeant Major
Final Unit 53 Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 26 October 1917
Polygon Wood, Belgium
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 29 of
the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Connection to Leopold is not entirely clear, but he

was Geelong born and bred.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.
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Frank Thomson

BLETT A LAk w2 LA  DRIIGAE

Driver (Dvr) 73 Frank Thomson enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion, most likely in the
supply column, in Geelong on 13 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 10 November and
disembarked in Egypt on 26 December. After several months training, the battalion departed
Egypt on 18 June 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north.

They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July.
Although in reserve and providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed), and then
had to remain and hold part of the line for the next week.

By 23 November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month:
Killed — 16; Wounded — 62: Missing — 1; Sick to hospital — 211.

On 23 March 1917, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29™
Battalion held off a strong German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties
amounting to 29 killed and 105 wounded or missing. Dvr Thomson was later granted leave in
France from 2 — 14 August 1917.

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5" Division’s assault
on Polygon Wood, planned for dawn on 26 September 1917.
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Despite heavy losses (46 killed and 205 wounded or missing in the 29™ Battalion alone), all
the objectives were taken, and the ground held against six German counter attacks over the
following 24 hours.

ALG T REALIAN WAE MEMOEIAL

View from Polygon Wood looking toward Zonnebeke, 21 September 1917

After the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, the 29" Battalion remained in the
Messines and Ypres area during early 1918.

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, in late March 1918 the 5%
Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29"
Battalion moved into reserve near Cachy (supporting the British 18" Division) and then to
Corbie where they remained as 8" Brigade reserve for the rest of the month.

It was while serving in this area that Dvr Thomson sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his
knee, thigh, and cheek, and was gassed, during a German artillery bombardment on 27 April.

He was evacuated to the 24" General Hospital at Etaples on 30 April, and then to the 1%
Southern General Hospital in Birmingham from 4 — 30 May. He spent the next three months
at Hurdcott Camp until 30 August, and then a further six weeks at Leighton Deverill, before
he embarked again for France on 12 October.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 58" Battalion on 17 October, as the 29™
Battalion had been disbanded due to lack of numbers. He remained with them until 14
February 1919, when he returned to England.

Driver 73 Frank Thomson boarded a ship for return to Australia on 13 April and disembarked
in Melbourne on 31 May, where he was formally discharged from the AIF on 23 July 1919.
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Name: Thomson, Frank

Service Number

73

Date enlisted

13 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Driver

Initial Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 November 1915
HMAT A1l Ascanius

Previous military service

3 years Citizen Military Forces

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years

Place of birth

Curlewis, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Butcher
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Thomson, Mr Robert, father,
Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 %2 inches, weight — 10 stone,
chest measurement — 35 '5 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

27 April 1918
Corbie, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to knee, thigh and cheek. Gassed.

Date and ship embarked for Australia

13 April 1919
HT Wyreema

Date discharged

23 July 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 1947.

Brother of Harry Thomson (SN 74).

Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor, Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll,
Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor Roll and the
Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor.
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Richard Ernest Trebilcock MC

Richard Ernest Trebilcock was commissioned as a Captain (Capt) in the AIF on 1 May 1916.
Allocated to the 38" Infantry Battalion in the 10" Infantry Brigade of the 3™ Australian
Division in Bendigo, he embarked overseas on 20 June and disembarked in Plymouth on 10
August.

The battalion left England on 22 November and landed in France the next day, where they
acclimatised at Armentieres and moved into the front line at Houplines for the first time on 1
December 1916. They alternated in and out of this “quiet” sector for the next two months,
during which time Capt Trebilcock also spent a week at the 11™ Field Ambulance with
diarrhoea between 21 — 28 January 1917.

In February 1917, the 38" Battalion moved into the front line at Bois Grenier and, on the
morning of 27 February, conducted a large-scale trench raid on the German lines, under the
cover of artillery fire.

At 12.30 am, the force of 650 Australians left their trenches and, in the words of the 38™
Battalion diary, “...the raiding battalion attacked the German line preceded by a heavy
barrage. They penetrated to the third line and completed the destruction caused by the
artillery, inflicting heavy casualties and bringing back one Machine Gun, one Searchlight

and seventeen prisoners. Enemy dead were estimated at about 200. 38" casualties consisted
of 16 O.R’s (other ranks) killed or missing, 3 Officers and 42 O.R. wounded.”

The battalion next moved north to Belgium in early June in preparation for the attack on
Messines Ridge on 7 June. At 3.10 am, 19 massive mines detonated under the German lines
and the allies attacked and captured the ground in what was considered a well-planned attack.
Capt Trebilcock reported a slight wound, but he remained at duty and there are no details.
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For his work at Messines, Capt Trebilcock was recommended for, and later awarded, the
Military Cross (MC) on 25 August 1917. The citation read:

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He led his company with great dash
to its objective, greatly inspiring the men by his disregard of danger and his
cheerfulness under heavy fire, and other trying conditions. He consolidated and held
his post for over two days, by his determination and courage greatly assisting the
efficient conduct of the whole operation”.

The 38™ Battalion moved to the Zonnebeke area on 2 October in preparation for an attack on
Broodseinde Ridge. The assault began at 6.00 am on the morning of 4 October and despite
heavy casualties was also considered a success. The 38" Battalion suffered 184 casualties (34
killed), achieved all their objectives and captured about 300 German prisoners.

The battalion’s next action however, an attack on the village of Passchendaele, which
followed quickly on 12 October 1917, was a disaster. The assembled soldiers were subjected
to German artillery fire while they waited then, once the attack commenced, were pinned by
machine gun fire and hindered by deep mud, so made no headway at all, at the cost of another
381 casualties, one of whom was Capt Trebilcock, who sustained gunshot wounds to his left
arm and leg.

He was initially evacuated to the 11" Field Ambulance between 15 — 19 October, then the 2
Red Cross Hospital at Rouen from 19 — 23 October, before being transferred to England and
admitted to the 3™ London General Hospital between 24 October — 26 December 1917.

He returned to France on 10 January 1918, where he rejoined the 38™ Battalion at rest near
Bailleul on 15 January.

He was granted leave in England from 8 March — 12 April, and rejoined the battalion near
Buire sur Ancre where, according to the 38" Battalion unit diary, the German artillery fire
was particularly heavy.

At some point after that, Capt Trebilcock suffered from acute arsenic poisoning, possibly
from German gas (although his record is silent as to cause) and he was evacuated sick to the
20™ Casualty Clearing Station on 28 April.

He was subsequently admitted to the 1** Red Cross Hospital at Le Touquet from 4 — 12 May,
then transferred to England and admitted to the 3™ London General Hospital between 12 May
— 11 July.

After his discharge, he spent several weeks at Sutton Veny Camp but never recovered from
his poisoning and he embarked for return to Australia on 19 October 1918.

Captain Richard Ernest Trebilcock MC disembarked in Melbourne on 27 December, where
his Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF was terminated on 13 February 1919.
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Name: Trebilcock, Richard Ernest

Date enlisted

1 May 1916

Place enlisted

Bendigo, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Captain

Initial Unit

38" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

67" Infantry Battalion, CMF (serving),
Victorian Rangers, Officer Training Scheme,
Duntroon (April 1916)

Date and ship embarked for overseas

20 June 1916
HMAT A54 Runic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

35 years, 10 months (30/6/1880)

Place of birth

Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Solicitor
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Trebilcock, Mrs Hester, wife, “Severnside”,
Malvern Road, East Malvern, Victoria

Permanent address

Kerang, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 '4 inches, weight — 7 stone, 14 1bs,
chest measurement — 31/34 inches

Final Rank Captain

Final Unit 38" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

12 October 1917
Passchendaele, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wounds to left arm and leg

Date and ship embarked for Australia

19 October 1918
HT Sardinia

Date discharged 13 February 1919
Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated

(medically unfit — arsenic poisoning & gastritis)
Honours/medals Military Cross, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Father was a former Bellarine Shire President.

Home service WW2 (SN V362853).

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Geelong
College Roll of Honour, Law Institute of Victoria
Roll of Honour and the Bendigo Soldiers Memorial
Institute Honor Roll
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Frank Trebilcock

Private (Pte) 2150 Frank Trebilcock enlisted in the 38" Infantry Battalion in the 10" Infantry
Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division in Bendigo on 11 March 1916. He embarked overseas
on 25 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 11 November, where he initially joined
the 10™ (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He was subsequently taken on strength of the 3™ Pioneer Battalion on 22 November and
sailed for France two days later. Shortly after he arrived, Pte Trebilcock was admitted to the
7™ General Hospital at St Omer with mumps between 5 — 26 December then, two days later,
he was taken on strength of the 38" Battalion at Armentieres, where he was also promoted to
Corporal.

He was promoted to Lance Sergeant (L Sgt) on 26 January 1917, after which the battalion
moved into the front line at Bois Grenier and, on the morning of 27 February, conducted a
large-scale trench raid on the German lines. At 12.30 am, a force of 650 Australians left the
trenches and captured 17 German prisoners, for the loss of 61 casualties (16 killed) of their
own. According to the 38" Battalion diary, German dead were estimated to be around 200.

L Sgt Trebilcock was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 19 March and was seconded to the 2™
Anzac Corps from 2 April — 9 June, when he rejoined the battalion.

The 38™ Battalion then moved to the Zonnebeke area on 2 October in preparation for an
attack on Broodseinde Ridge. The assault began at 6.00 am on the morning of 4 October and
despite heavy casualties was considered a success. The 38" Battalion sustained 184 casualties
(34 killed) but achieved all their objectives and captured about 300 Germans.
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Dead and wounded Australians and Germans in a railway cutting during Passchendaele, 12 October 1917.
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The battalion’s next action however, an attack on the village of Passchendaele, which
followed on 12 October 1917, was a disaster. The waiting soldiers were subjected to heavy
German artillery fire then, once the attack commenced, were pinned by machine gun fire and
hindered by the deep mud. The attack failed, at the cost of another 381 battalion casualties,
one of whom was Sgt Trebilcock, who sustained a gunshot wound to his left leg.

He was evacuated to the 53" Stationary Hospital at Boulogne from 13 — 24 October then
spent the period 24 October — 6 November at a convalescent depot in the same town, before
he rejoined the 38™ Battalion at Romarin on 22 November 1917.

Sgt Trebilcock was granted leave in England from 8 — 24 January 1918 as the battalion
manned the relatively quiet Messines sector.

Following news of a German breakthrough on the Somme, the 38" Battalion was rushed
south on 24 March and later moved into Marrett Wood near Morlancourt, the junction of two
exhausted British armies. On 28 March about 100 Germans attacked the battalion in the wood
but were repulsed with heavy casualties.

On 9 April, the battalion was in the line near Buire sur Ancre where, according to the
battalion unit diary, the German artillery fire was particularly heavy, but the main German
assault had run its course.

Sgt Trebilcock was detached for duty with the 9" (Brigade) Training Battalion on 27 July, and
he sailed for England three days later, where he commenced his new role at Tidworth Camp
on 31 July 1918.

He was attached to the 2™ Training Brigade at Codford Camp from 29 January 1919 and was
later granted indefinite leave from 26 July, following his wedding to Miss Annie Phillips at St
Martins in the Field Church, London on the same date.

Sgt Trebilcock and his wife embarked for Australia on 25 September, exactly three years
since he had departed.

Sergeant 2150 Frank Trebilcock disembarked in Melbourne on 13 November, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 28 December 1919.
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Name: Trebilcock, Frank

Service Number

2150

Date enlisted

11 March 1916

Place enlisted

Bendigo, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

38" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Cadets — 11 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

25 September 1916
HMAT A9 Shropshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

30 years, 2 months

Place of birth

Leopold, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Trebilcock, Mr Richard, father,
Pakington Street, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Pakington Street, Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 % inches, weight — 9 stone,
chest measurement — 32/35 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit 38™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

12 October 1917
Passchendaele, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to left leg

Date and ship embarked for Australia

25 September 1919 (with wife)
HT Port Denison

Date discharged

28 December 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Married Annie Phillips in London on 26 July 1919.
Died 1968.

Also remembered on the Leopold State School
Honor Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Bendigo
Soldiers Memorial Institute Honor Roll and the
Geelong College Roll of Honour.
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Thomas Norman Willis

Private (Pte) 2757 Thomas Norman Willis enlisted in the 57" Infantry Battalion in the 15%
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 2 August 1916. He embarked
overseas on 2 October and disembarked in Plymouth on 16 November, where he joined the
15™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp.

He left England on 30 December and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 57 Battalion at Delville Wood on 7 February 1917, one of 133 reinforcements
received that day.

Following the Germans’ strategic withdrawal to new defensive positions during February
1917, the 57" Battalion moved into the new front line at Bullecourt between 9 — 13 May to
defend the gains made by the 2" Division, for the loss of 73 casualties (15 killed).

On 17 September, the 57" Battalion moved north to Belgium to participate in Third Ypres,
where Pte Willis was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 20 September.

The battalion was already formed up late on 25 September in readiness for the 5" Division’s
assault on Polygon Wood the next day, when a German artillery barrage struck them during
the night and caused 82 casualties (30 killed or missing), one of whom was L Cpl Willis, who
was initially declared missing, then later, killed in action on 26 September 1917. His body
was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Moolap Honor Roll
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Lance Corporal 2757 Thomas Norman Willis is remembered on Panel 29 of the Menin Gate

Memorial, Ypres, Belgium.

Name: Willis, Thomas Norman

Service Number

2757

Date enlisted

2 August 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

57" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

29" Light Horse (CMF) — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

2 October 1916
HMAT A71 Nestor

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 7 months (7/12/1895)

Place of birth

Moolap, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Stockman
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Willis, Mr Joseph, father,
Moolap, Victoria

Permanent address

Moolap, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height —
5 feet 10 inches, weight — 9 stone, 7 1bs, chest
measurement — 34/37 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 57" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place died 26 September 1917
Polygon Wood, Belgium
Cemetery details No known grave. Remembered on Panel 29 of the
Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor

Roll, Leopold War Memorial, Moolap Honor Roll,
East Geelong St Albans & Moolap War Memorial
and the Geelong College Roll of Honour.
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Infantry Battalion:
Billets:

Infantry Brigade:

Casualties:

CMF
Corps:

Infantry Division:

Enfilade:

Field Artillery Brigade:

Flank:
Light Horse Brigade:

Light Horse Regiment:

Trench Foot/Feet:
Salient:

Shrapnel:
Squadron (AFC):
Squadron (LH):

Taken on Strength:

Glossary

Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and
stables

Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men
at full strength)

Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military
action

Citizen’s Military Force or Militia
Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff
(~18,000 men at full strength)

The position of trenches or troops making them subject to
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to
six) 18-pounder field guns

The left or right side of a body of troops

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet
and cold conditions

An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or
line of defence

Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full
strength)

Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130
men (at full strength)

The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and
accommodating him from that date
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