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Introduction & Acknowledgements

This book contains the detailed stories of the 37 St Leonards men who enlisted in the Australian
Imperial Force during the Great War of 1914 — 1919.

Their names are listed on the St Leonards Honor Roll (located in the St Leonards Memorial Hall)
and the St Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll (which resides in the church of the same name). In
several cases, they are listed on both Honor Rolls.

There is also some overlap of names with the Portarlington War Memorial, Portarlington Honor
Roll, St John’s Anglican Church Honor Roll (Portarlington), Mannerim State School & District
Roll of Honor and the Marcus & Mannerim Roll of Honor. Where this occurs, full details have
been included on the individual soldier pages.

In Australia we are very fortunate to enjoy access to some fantastic primary source material and
original photos via the Australian War Memorial and National Archives of Australia, and much of
the information on each soldier has been sourced from those records.

Secondary sources of my own have enabled me to add extra detail to the men’s stories, and for
those interested in such things, I have provided an extensive bibliography at the end of the book.

I would also like to acknowledge the work done by Peter M. Munster in his 2011 publication,
“Remembering Our Anzacs: World War 1 Soldiers from St Leonards and Indented Head,
Victoria”. I have at times drawn on this book for local flavour and for several of the soldier’s
connections to the district where these were not immediately obvious.

Although an outsider to the area, I have a genuine passion for Australia’s WW1 history and have
come to know well the soldiers of St Leonards and their exploits, which are both many and
varied, and I hope I have done them justice in the telling.

Robert Wight
August 2025
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Ronald Champ Blom
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Private (Pte) 1542 Ronald Champ Blom enlisted in the 8th Light Horse (LH) Regiment in
Melbourne on 31 August 1915.

He embarked overseas on 10 November and disembarked in Egypt in early December, where
he was taken on strength at Heliopolis on 26 December.

He was hospitalised at the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital with chest pains between 17 — 24 February
1916 then transferred to the 3rd LH Brigade Reserve Regiment on 6 March.

A month later, on 2 April, Pte Blom was re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr) and transferred to the
12th Field Artillery Brigade of the 4th Australian Division, after which he spent a week in
hospital at Ismailia with diarrhoea between 9 — 15 April.

The brigade departed Egypt on 2 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 10 June, where they
travelled north to le Havre to collect their guns and equipment. They then moved to, and
operated in, the Dickebusch area for the next five months. During the rail trip, Gnr Blom was
awarded seven days Field Punishment No. 2 (extra work duties) for leaving the Acheres
railway station platform without permission on 11 June.

Gnr Blom was evacuated sick and treated for colic at the local Field Ambulance between 15 —
30 November, then rejoined the brigade near Longueval.

In March 1917, the brigade moved to Frechencourt as the Germans withdrew to the
Hindenburg Line, and they supported the capture of Lagnicourt on 25 March.
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Artillery was not required for the first attack on Bullecourt on 11 April, which ended in
disaster, but the 12" FAB provided fire support for the second attempt on 3 May, after which
the British turned their attention to Belgium.

Gnr Blom reverted to Private (Pte) and was taken on strength of the 22" Infantry Battalion in
the 6™ Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division near St Omer on 7 September 1917.

On 12 September, the 22" Battalion moved north to Belgium to take part in the 15 and 2™
Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, east of Ypres. The dawn attack on 20 September
1917 was successful and the Australians advanced 1,500 metres and captured their objectives,
albeit at a cost of over 5,000 casualties. The 22" Battalion, held mostly in reserve,
nevertheless lost 33 killed and 63 wounded.

On the night of 3 October, the 22" Battalion again moved into front line positions near
Zonnebeke, Belgium in readiness for their involvement for the next phase of Third Ypres.

The Australians, including the 22 Battalion, rose from their shell holes at 6:00 am on 4
October and ran headlong into a German attack that had also just commenced. The Battle of
Broodseinde Ridge continued and was a great success. The Germans were routed, and the
newly captured ground was consolidated, at a cost to the battalion of 239 casualties, including
82 killed, one of whom was Pte Blom who was killed in action on 4 October 1917.
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The ruined church at Zonnebeke and the once charming lake alongside which it stood, 5 October 1917



He was buried near where he fell, but this grave was later lost, and he has no known grave.

Private 1542 Ronald Champ Blom is remembered on Panel 23 of the Menin Gate Memorial,

Ypres, Belgium.

Name: Blom, Ronald Champ

Service Number

1542

Date enlisted

31 August 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

8™ Light Horse Regiment

Previous military service

School cadets — 3 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

10 November 1915
HMAT A1l Ascanius

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years

Place of birth

Kew, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Farm labourer

Religion

Church of England

Next of kin and address

Blom, Mr Peter, father,
21 Auburn Grove, Auburn, Victoria

Permanent address

Ravenswood, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 10 stone,
chest measurement — 32/34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 22" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 4 October 1917
Broodseinde Ridge, Belgium
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 23 of the
Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Connection to St Leonards is unclear.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll and Ravenswood State School Honor
Roll.




Harold George Bretherton

Gunner 19749 Harold George Bretherton enlisted in the 8" Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in
Melbourne on 9 July 1915. Promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 1 April 1916, he embarked
overseas on 20 May and disembarked in Plymouth on 18 July.

He departed England on 30 December and arrived in France the next day, where he was
transferred and taken on strength of the 3™ Field Artillery Brigade at Villers au Flos on 31
March 1917. The brigade moved north to Belgium in June, where they operated in the
Ploegsteert and Messines sectors.

Not long after that, Sgt Bretherton was transferred to the 4™ Divisional Ammunition Column
on 25 June, which saw action in the lead up to Polygon Wood in late September 1917.

On 19 October, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 10" Field Artillery Brigade in
the 4™ Australian Division near Zonnebeke. At the conclusion of Third Ypres, the brigade
remained in the Ypres and Messines sectors for several months.

In response to the German Spring Offensive, the 10" FAB moved south to the Somme in late
March 1918 and established their batteries around Lavieville, to the west of Albert.

During the Second Battle of Dernancourt on 5 April, the Australian batteries came under
heavy German artillery fire, and it was here that Sgt Bretherton sustained a shrapnel wound to
his right thigh, and a shell concussion that eventually caused partial deafness.

He was evacuated to the 14" Stationary Hospital at Boulogne from 6 — 8 April then
transferred to England, where he was admitted to the Norfolk War Hospital at Norwich
between 8 April — 20 May, when he was granted leave until 3 June 1918.
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An 18 pounder gun of the 10th Field Artillery Brigade dug in among the ruins
of an old factory near Zonnebeke, in the Ypres Sector, 24 October 1917.

He returned to France on 7 August, where he rejoined the 10" FAB near Harbonnieres on 17
August and was promoted to Battery Sergeant Major (BSM) on 28 August.

The brigade moved into the front line near Vraignes on 11 September, where they supported
the 1** and 4™ Division’s successful attack on the Hindenburg Outpost Line on 18 September,
for the loss of ten casualties.

Following the capture of the Hindenburg Line itself, the brigade moved forward to Bellicourt
on 2 October, then Montbrehain on 8 October, by which stage all the Australian infantry units
had left the line.

They provided fire support for British and American attacks forward of Busigny on 13 — 14
October, for the loss of 32 casualties (three killed), then for an American assault on Escaufort
on 17 October, which resulted in a further 29 brigade casualties.

The exhausted men on the 10™ Field Artillery Brigade had advanced beyond St Souplet by the
time they finally left the front line on 26 October 1918.

BSM Bretherton was granted leave in England between 10 — 24 February 1919 then rejoined
the brigade in France 3 days later. He returned to England for the final time on 14 March and
embarked for Australia on 1 May.

Battery Sergeant Major 19749 Harold George Bretherton disembarked in Melbourne on 8
June, where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 9 August 1919.
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Name: Bretherton, Harold George

Service Number

19749

Date enlisted

9 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

8™ Field Artillery Brigade

Previous military service

Lieutenant — School Cadets

Date and ship embarked for overseas

20 May 1916
HMAT A16 Medic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years, 8 months (23 November 1887)

Place of birth

Romsey, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation State School teacher
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Bretherton, Mr James, father,
Sergeant of Police, Windsor, Victoria

Permanent address

Windsor, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 2 inches, weight — 10 stone, 4 1bs,
chest measurement — 32/36 inches

Final Rank Battery Sergeant Major

Final Unit 10" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

5 April 1918
Lavieville, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to right thigh & shell concussion

Date and ship embarked for Australia

1 May 1919
HT China

Date discharged

9 August 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (defective hearing)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Teacher at St Leonards State School.

Home service WW2 (SN V91019).

Died 14 July 1967.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll.




Alexander Buchanan

Private (Pte) 6285 Alexander Buchanan enlisted in the 22" Infantry Battalion in the 6
Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Geelong on 11 October 1916. He embarked
overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Plymouth on 29 January 1917, where he
joined the 6™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Lark Hill Camp.

He left England on 9 May and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on strength
of the 22" Battalion, resting at Mametz Camp, on 14 May 1917.

On 12 September, the 22" Battalion moved north to Belgium to take part in the 1 and 2™
Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, east of Ypres. The dawn attack on 20 September
1917 was successful and the Australians advanced 1,500 metres and captured their objectives,
albeit at a cost of over 5,000 casualties. The 22" Battalion, held mostly in reserve,
nevertheless lost 33 killed and 63 wounded.

On the night of 3 October 1917, the 22" Battalion again moved into front line positions near
Zonnebeke, Belgium in readiness for their involvement for the next phase of Third Ypres.

The Australians, including the 22" Battalion, rose from their shell holes at 6:00 am on 4
October and ran headlong into a German attack that had also just commenced. The Battle of
Broodseinde Ridge continued and was a great success. The Germans were routed, and the
newly captured ground was consolidated, at a cost to the battalion of 239 casualties, including
82 killed, most of which occurred during the Germans’ preliminary bombardment.



Like the bulk of the AIF, the battalion then spent the remainder of 1917 into early 1918
recuperating in the Ypres and Messines area, during which time Pte Buchanan was also
treated for a fever at the 6™ Field Ambulance between 3 — 9 January 1918.

Following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22" Battalion rushed south
and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, where battalion orders were issued and simply read,
“There will be no withdrawal. Every bit of ground will be fought for.”

On 19 May 1918, the 6™ Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the
front line around Morlancourt. The 22" Battalion was heavily involved in the assault which
was considered a complete success with 330 Germans and 45 machine guns captured. Overall
battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed).

By 23 July the battalion had moved to the Villers-Bretonneux area and while here it was
subjected to several German mustard gas bombardments which caused 50 casualties, one of
whom was Pte Buchanan.

He was treated at the 49™ Casualty Clearing Station between 24 July — 6 August, when he
rejoined the battalion.

In reserve for the offensive from Amiens on 8 August, by 18 August the 22" Battalion, down
to only 120 riflemen, was ordered to capture the village of Herleville. Not surprisingly, the
action only partially succeeded, and the battalion lost another 60 men — 19 killed and 41
wounded.

Pte Buchanan was granted leave in England between 21 August — 8 September, and he
rejoined the battalion, resting at Cappy, later the same day.

The 2™ Division, including the 22" Battalion, took over the new front line east of the St
Quentin Canal late on 1 October.

Two days later, the battalion participated in an attack on Lamotte Farm, near Beaurevoir and
captured 105 prisoners and several field guns, for the loss of 19 casualties of their own, one
of whom was Pte Buchannan who sustained a gunshot wound to his forearm (fractured).

He was evacuated to the 5" General Hospital at Rouen on 5 October, then transferred to
England, where he was admitted to the Exeter War Hospital from 7 October — 7 December.

After a period of convalescence at Weymouth and furlough in England from 2 — 16 January
1919, Pte Buchanan embarked for return to Australia on 16 March.

Private 6285 Alexander Buchanan disembarked in Melbourne on 15 May, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 5 August 1919.



Name: Buchanan, Alexander

Service Number

6285

Date enlisted

11 October 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 22 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |23 November 1916
HMAT A20 Hororata

Stated age/DOB (if known)

26 years, 2 months

Place of birth

Donald, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Shearer
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Langley, Mrs Mary Ann, mother,
“Oban House”, Donald, Victoria

Permanent address

South Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches, weight — 9 stone, 12 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 22" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

23 July 1918
Villers-Bretonneux, France

Nature of wounds

Gassed

Date and place wounded (2)

3 October 1918
near Beaurevoir, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Gunshot wound to right forearm (fractured)

Date and ship embarked for Australia

16 March 1919
HT Czaritza

Date discharged 5 August 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Connection to St Leonards is unclear but believed to

be shearing on local properties at time of enlistment.
Died 25 January 1980.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll.
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Gordon Buchanan

Private (Pte) 3681 Gordon Buchanan enlisted in the 14™ Infantry Battalion in Melbourne on
14 July 1915.

He embarked overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Egypt in mid-December, where
he was later transferred and taken on strength of the 46" Infantry Battalion in the 12" Infantry
Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division on 6 March 1916.

The battalion departed Egypt on 2 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 8 June, where they
entrained for the north to the small village of Outtersteene, near Hazebrouck (a major rail
junction near the Belgian border). The next few weeks were spent training for the trenches,
where they worked on their rifle and grenade skills, simulated gas attacks and familiarised
themselves with trench mortars.

The 46" Battalion moved into a “quiet” section of the front line near Fleurbaix on 5 July
1916. After six days they left the line, having sustained casualties of three men wounded.

The 4™ Division, including the 46™ Battalion, moved south to the Somme with orders to take
over the front line at Pozieres on 8 August. While in the support trenches on the preceding
day, Pte Buchanan suffered shell shock from the incessant German artillery bombardments
and was evacuated for treatment at a local dressing station until 14 August, when he rejoined
the battalion. He then had a short spell at the 12" Field Ambulance with influenza between 30
August — 5 September.

After a few weeks’ rest in the north, the battalion travelled back to the Somme, where they
manned the front line near Gueudecourt between 12 — 19 November, for the loss of 54
casualties, including 18 killed.

The 46™ Battalion undertook a trench raid on the German lines near Gueudecourt on 14
February 1917, and it was here that Pte Buchanan sustained a gunshot wound to his chest the
next day.

He was initially treated at the 1% General Hospital at Rouen from 17 — 24 February, then
transferred to England and admitted to the Reading War Hospital between 24 February — 2
May, after which he was granted leave until 17 May.

He returned to France on 28 May and rejoined the 46™ Battalion, in the field at Reniscure, on
21 June 1917.

The 46™ Battalion was the 4™ Division reserve for the successful attack at Polygon Wood on
26 September, and they held the newly acquired front line near Zonnebeke until 28
September, although no German counter attacks ensued due to the effective artillery cover.

On 10 October the battalion moved back into the line near Zonnebeke, where it was also in
reserve for the attack on Passchendaele Ridge on 12 October 1917. Despite that the battalion
nevertheless sustained 137 casualties (13 killed).
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Pte Buchanan was granted leave from 1 — 19 March 1918 and returned to the battalion just
prior to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, which began two days later.

The Australians were placed on alert to move at a few hours’ notice, and the situation
remained unclear even as the 46" Battalion moved 130 km south on 28 March, and into the
new front line near Dernancourt, south-west of Albert (now in German hands) on 30 March
1918. The battalion took up defensive positions along 2 km of the railway line embankment
that extended from Albert and waited.

Two days later, on 1 April 1918, and without any preliminary bombardment, about 140
Germans tested the Australian line. The resultant defensive fire was so withering that the
attack was broken in minutes. Not many of the Germans were observed to make it back,
while six were captured, for the cost of four wounded Australians.

On 3 April, the Germans tried again, this time preceded by a heavy artillery bombardment. A
“spirited” infantry attack followed but was defeated within 10 minutes. Overall, the 46
Battalion sustained around 50 casualties, mostly from the earlier artillery fire, and was
relieved later that night.

The battalion moved in and out of the line during May and on 1 June, they relieved the 58
Battalion in garrison posts on the Aubigny Line, to the north of Villers-Bretonneux.

By 1 August the 46" Battalion was well rested. At midnight on 7 August, the men offloaded
their surplus gear and collected extra ammunition and rations for 48 hours.

At 4:20 am on 8 August, the Battle of Amiens commenced with a massive creeping artillery
barrage and the Australians moved forward with tanks in support. The 4™ Division, including
the 46™ Battalion, which was waiting in front of le Hamel, moved through the 2™ Division,
and pushed on. By 10:30 am, they had achieved all their objectives and captured over 100
German prisoners, at the relatively low cost of only 37 battalion casualties, including five
killed.

Pte Buchanan was granted leave in Paris from 13 — 23 September and, by the time he
returned, the 46" Battalion had already left the line for the last time.

He departed France on 15 January 1919 and spent two months at the Sutton Veny Camp, then
embarked for return to Australia on 5 April.

Private 3681 Gordon Buchanan disembarked in Melbourne on 28 May, where he was later
discharged from the AIF (exact date not known).
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Name: Buchanan, Gordon

Service Number

3681

Date enlisted

14 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

14" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

23 November 1915
HMAT A40 Ceramic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

23 years, 9 months

Place of birth

South Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Draper

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Buchanan, Mr Thomas, father,
336 Clarendon Street,

South Melbourne, Victoria

Permanent address

South Melbourne, Victoria

Appearance Sallow complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 inches, weight — 9 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 46™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

8 August 1916
Mougquet Farm, France

Nature of wounds

Shell shock

Date and place wounded (2)

15 February 1917
Gueudecourt, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Gunshot wound to chest

Date and ship embarked for Australia

5 April 1919
HT Warwickshire

Date discharged Unknown

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Connection to St Leonards is unclear but family is

believed to have holidayed in the district and
worshipped at St Paul’s.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll and the South Melbourne Honor Roll.
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George Thomas William (Tom) Burkett MC

Gunner (Gnr) 4346 George Thomas William Burkett enlisted in the 1% Divisional
Ammunition Column in Melbourne on 25 February 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 April
and disembarked in Egypt in mid-May.

He left Egypt in late June and landed at Gallipoli on 2 July, where he was taken on strength of
the 102" Howitzer Battery in the 2™ Field Artillery (FA) Brigade of the 1% Australian
Division. He remained with this unit for the rest of the Gallipoli campaign and returned to
Egypt on 22 December 1915.

He was transferred to the 2" FA Brigade Ammunition Column for a short while between 9 —
27 February 1916, then taken on strength of the 12" Field Artillery Brigade in the 4™
Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 7 March, where he was also promoted to Sergeant (Sgt)
five days later.

The brigade departed Egypt on 2 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 10 June, then
travelled north to le Havre to collect their guns and equipment. They then moved to the
Dickebusch area, where they operated for the next five months.

On 12 November 1916, Sgt Burkett was detached from the field artillery and sailed to
England to attend the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) School of Military Aeronautics at Oxford.
He then attended Exeter College from 19 January 1917, where he graduated with a
Commission as a Second Lieutenant (2™ Lt) in the RFC on 16 March 1917, the same day he
was effectively discharged from the AIF.
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While subsequently serving with No. 20 Squadron, RFC on the Western Front, his patrol was
engaged in an aerial dogfight with several German aircraft on 27 July 1917. For his actions
during and after the engagement, 2" Lt Burkett was recommended for, and later awarded, the

Military Cross. The citation read,

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. With his patrol he engaged a
superior force of enemy machines, and although wounded early in the engagement,
continued to fight. He brought down two hostile machines and drove off two more
whilst returning to our lines with his own machine badly damaged. In spite of this,
however, he succeeded in making a good landing. He displayed splendid dash and
coolness under very trying circumstances”.

As noted, 2™ Lt Burkett was wounded during the action, receiving a gunshot wound to his
right leg, which rendered him permanently unfit to resume flying, so he was restricted to non-
combatant duties thereafter.

At war’s end he remained in England, where he studied engineering and later worked for the
Lanchester Motor Company.
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Name: Burkett, George Thomas William (Tom)

Service Number 4346
Date enlisted 25 February 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit ¥ Divisional Ammunition Column
Previous military service 221 Battery, Australian Field Artillery
Date and ship embarked for overseas |17 April 1915
HMAT A20 Hororata
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 8 months (16 June 1896)
Place of birth Warragul, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Electrical engineer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Burkett, Mr George, father,

113 Clarke Street,
South Melbourne, Victoria

Permanent address South Melbourne, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, light red hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 11 % inches, weight — 12 stone,
chest measurement — 36/39 inches

Final Rank Second Lieutenant

Final Unit No. 20 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate Remained in England

Date and place wounded 27 July 1917
In the air over the Western Front

Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to right leg

Date discharged (from AIF) 16 March 1917

Nature of discharge Granted a Commission in the Royal Flying Corps in
England

Honours/medals Military Cross, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal,
Victory Medal

Notes Attended St Leonards State School.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll,
St Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll and
South Melbourne Honor Roll.
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Frederick Cox

Private 253 Frederick Cox enlisted in the 28" Infantry Battalion in the 7" Infantry Brigade of
the 2" Australian Division in Perth on 8 March 1915.

He embarked overseas on 9 June. During the voyage he was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on
17 June, and he disembarked in Egypt on 2 July.

The battalion departed Egypt on 4 September and landed at Gallipoli a week later, where they
relieved the New Zealand Otago Battalion and took up defensive positions on Rhododendron
Spur. By this stage of the campaign, the August Offensive had failed, and no further allied
offensive operations were undertaken. The 28™ Battalion evacuated the peninsula on 19
December and eventually returned to Egypt on 10 January 1916.

They left Egypt on 10 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 21 March, then later entered
the line for the first time around Armentieres.

The men moved to the Somme in late July, where the 2" Division, including the 28™"
Battalion, continued the Australian attack from Pozieres on 28 July. They were ultimately
held up by barbed wire that the artillery had failed to cut and suffered 370 casualties in the
attempt.
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They remained in the line and attacked for a second time on 4 August — this time successfully
— then held the captured ground until relieved two days later.

After the ordeal of Pozieres, the battalion was sent north to the much quieter Ypres sector to
recover, after which Sgt Cox was also granted leave in England during December 1916.

The 28" Battalion played a mainly supporting role at the Second Battle of Bullecourt in May
1917, then moved back to Belgium in early September.

On 20 — 21 September during Third Ypres, the battalion took part in the successful attack
from Glencorse Wood, which later became known as the Battle of Menin Road, at the cost of
317 casualties, including 70 killed or missing.

Just two weeks later, they were involved in the attack on Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October,
which was another success, albeit for the loss of around 100 men, mostly while carrying
supplies to the front line.

On 9 October, the 2™ Division, including the 28" Battalion, was tasked with protecting the
right flank of a British assault on the village of Poelcappelle. The attacks eventually faltered
in the mud, and the Australian gains could not be held. The 28" Battalion suffered a further
60 casualties in the effort and were then relieved in the line.

At the completion of Third Ypres, things quietened down and Sgt Cox was given leave in
England between 29 October — 13 November 1917.

The battalion wintered in Belgium, but was transferred to the Somme again in late March
1918 in response to the German spring offensive. During April, they defended the line
around Villers-Bretonneux as the Allies fought to defend the vital railhead of Amiens, then
provided support to the 6™ Brigade's attack on Ville-sur-Ancre on 19 May.

On 8 August, the Allies launched their offensive from Amiens, during which the 28"
Battalion was initially engaged around Villers-Bretonneux. A series of advances then
followed as the Allies exploited their initial success.

On 29 August, as the 7" Brigade attacked Biaches, the 28" Battalion was assigned the task of
capturing the Amiens—Peronne railway bridge. The following day, they forced their way
across the river near Peronne and, during the subsequent Battle of Mont St Quentin—Peronne,
joined the 7" Brigade's advance towards Aizecourt-le-Haut.

The battalion continued fighting right up until early October, when Sgt Cox was again
granted leave in England from 2 — 22 October.

He departed France for the last time on 20 January 1919 and embarked for return to Australia
on 16 June.

Sergeant 253 Frederick Cox disembarked in Fremantle on 24 July, where he was discharged
from the AIF on 22 September 1919.
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Name: Cox, Frederick

Service Number 253
Date enlisted 8 March 1915
Place enlisted Perth, WA
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 28™ Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |9 June 1915
HMAT A1l Ascanius

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 6 months

Place of birth

Midland Junction, WA

Marital status Single
Occupation Bootmaker
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Cox, Mr Frederick, father,
Newcastle Road,
Midland Junction, WA

Permanent address

Midland Junction, WA

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 %2 inches, weight — 9 stone,
chest measurement — 36/39 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit 28" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

16 June 1919
HT Ormonde

Date discharged 22 September 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Family resided in St Leonards pre-war.

Brother of James & William Cox.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll and

St Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll.
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James Cox

Private (Pte) 1138 James Cox enlisted in the Railway Corps in Perth on 24 October 1917. He
embarked overseas on 23 November and disembarked at Suez, Egypt on 22 December. He
left Egypt on 9 January 1918 and landed in Taranto, Italy on 20 January, then entrained for
Cherbourg on 24 January. He sailed from Cherbourg a week later and disembarked at
Southampton on 2 February, where he joined the Australian Railway Corps Depot at
Longmoor.

He was diagnosed with German measles and hospitalised at the Aldershot Military Isolation
Hospital from 4 March — 4 April, then returned to Longmoor. Pte Cox left England on 26
May and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on strength of the 5™ Australian
Broad Gauge Railway Operating Company (Coy) at Audruicq on 8 June 1918.

This was one of several Australian broad gauge railway operating companies formed to
support the war effort. These companies, together with their British and French counterparts,
played a crucial role in transporting large quantities of troops, supplies, and munitions to the
front lines along the Western Front.
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Railway engine used by the 5th Australian Broad Gauge Railway Operating Company at Conchil-le-temple

In August 1918 the company took control of a 55 km section of line running southeast from
Conchil-le-Temple to Candas, east of Abbeville. They also later operated services to
Boulogne and Dunkirk which were connected to the main French rail network.

Pte Cox contracted influenza on 27 October and was hospitalised at the Canadian General
Hospital at Etaples from 27 October — 6 November. He was transferred to England and
hospitalised at the Northampton War Hospital between 6 — 19 November, then granted leave
until 3 December.
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On 5 December, Pte Cox was transferred and taken on strength of the AIF Kit Stores Depot in
Hammersmith, England. A fortnight later, he was hospitalised with bronchitis from 19
December — 9 January 1919, then attached to the No. 2 Command Depot at Sutton Veny,
before embarking for return to Australia on 3 March.

Private 1138 James Cox disembarked in Fremantle on 10 April, where he was discharged
from the AIF on 11 May 1919.

Name: Cox, James

Service Number 1138

Date enlisted 24 October 1917
Place enlisted Perth, WA

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit Railway Corps

Date and ship embarked for overseas

23 November 1917
SS Canberra

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 5 months (14 May 1897)

Place of birth

St Leonards, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Fireman (WA Railways)
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Cox, Mr Frederick, father,
Newecastle Road,
Midland Junction, WA

Permanent address

Midland Junction, WA

Appearance Tan complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 '4 inches, weight — 8 stone, 5 Ibs,
chest measurement — 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit AIF Kit Stores Depot

Theatres of war served in France

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |3 March 1919
HT Euripides

Date discharged 11 May 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Frederick & William Cox.

Died 2 March 1938.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll.
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William James Cox

Driver (Dvr) 47 William James Cox enlisted in the 10" Light Horse (LH) Regiment in the 3™
Light Horse Brigade at Guildford on 5 October 1914 and was attached to the machine gun
section.

He embarked overseas on 8 February 1915 and disembarked in Egypt on 9 March.

Within a few weeks of the Anzac landing, battle and medical casualties had taken a huge toll
on the Australian numbers, and it was decided that the light horsemen would reinforce the
infantry in the front line, without their horses.

The LH machine gun sections were requested initially, so Dvr Cox and his section left Egypt
on 8 May and landed on Gallipoli a few days later, where they took up duty at Pope’s Hill
and Walker’s Ridge.

To break the stalemate that had existed on Gallipoli since the landings in late April, the allies
undertook several “feint” attacks in early August. At 4:30 am on 7 August 1915, the men of
the 8™ & 10™ Light Horse Regiments, rose from their entrenched positions on Russell’s Top
and charged the Turkish trenches over a narrow strip of ground of no strategic importance
called The Nek.
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Tragically, the inadequate artillery barrage lifted seven minutes early and the well-sited
Turkish machine guns decimated successive waves of light horsemen. In less than 30
minutes, the 8" Light Horse sustained 234 casualties (out of the 300 men they started with)
while the 10™ Light Horse lost 138 men.

Dvr Cox contracted influenza on 29 August. He was evacuated to Malta and treated there
from 1 — 7 September, then transferred to England where he was admitted to the 1% Southern
General Hospital in Birmingham on 17 September.

While his service record is silent regarding his discharge from hospital, Dvr Cox was still in
England when he went absent without leave between 3 — 10 January 1916, for which he was
awarded 15 days’ detention, and the forfeiture of eight days’ pay.

At some point after that, he left England and was back in Egypt by 15 April, when he
returned to duty with the 3™ Light Horse (Brigade) Training Regiment at Tel el Kebir.

On 8 July 1916, Dvr Cox was transferred and taken on strength of the 1* Field Squadron
Engineers in the Anzac Mounted Division at Kantara. While they carried out normal
engineering constructive and destructive works, most of their time was spent cleaning out
bores and ensuring suitable water availability for the units they supported.

He served with this unit until 28 February 1917, when he was taken on strength of the newly
formed 2" Field Squadron Engineers in the Australian Mounted Division at Dier el Belah.

Dvr Cox contracted bronchitis and was treated at the 3" LH Field Ambulance at Sueilma
between 19 June — 4 July, then rejoined his unit.

He became ill with a septic foot on 31 March 1918, which saw him evacuated back to Egypt
and hospitalised at the 14™ Australian General Hospital at Port Said from 7 June — 13 July,
after which he was granted leave until 24 July.

He rejoined the 2™ Field Squadron at Wadi Auja, in the Jordon Valley, on 12 August 1918.

The engineers had closely followed the allied advance through Palestine and were situated
outside Damascus, which had been captured on 1 October, when Dvr Cox was diagnosed
with influenza on 5 October. He was treated between 5 — 8 October then released to his unit.

When they had entered Damascus, the allies were shocked to find more than 20,000 wounded
and/or very sick Ottoman soldiers situated throughout the barracks and hospitals in the town.
As a result, the sanitary conditions in the area were very poor, and Dvr Cox subsequently
contracted dysentery on 10 October.

He was admitted to the German Hospital in Damascus on 10 October but ultimately died of
his illness there on 13 October 1918 and was buried in the hospital grounds two days later.

Driver 47 William James Cox’s body was exhumed after the war and re-interred in the
Damascus British War Cemetery, Palestine in late 1921.
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Name: Cox, William James

Service Number

47

Date enlisted

5 October 1914

Place enlisted

Guildford, WA

Rank on enlistment

Driver

Initial Unit

10" Light Horse Regiment

Previous military service

Senior Cadets — 2 years
Australian Field Artillery — 18 months

Date and ship embarked for overseas

8 February 1915
HMAT A47 Mashobra

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 6 months

Place of birth

St Leonards, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Junior Porter (WA Railways)
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Cox, Mr Frederick, father,
Newcastle Road,
Midland Junction, WA

Permanent address

Midland Junction, WA

Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 % inches, weight — 9 stone, 5 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 2" Field Squadron Engineers

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, Sinai, Palestine

Fate Died of disease (dysentery)

Date and place died 13 October 1918
German Hospital, Damascus, Palestine

Cemetery details Damascus British War Cemetery, Damascus,
Palestine
Row D, Grave 2

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Brother of Frederick & James Cox. Remembered on

the St Leonards Honor Roll and St Paul’s Anglican
Church Honor Roll.
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Denis Murrell Deasey

Ui Tl e S
kit .#!‘1%-" :'_?.I. =

|..I!' | ..- I!.'::.I
iy gV

The Reverend Denis Murrell Deasy was commissioned as a Captain (Chaplain 4™ Class) in
the AIF on 17 July 1918.

He embarked overseas on 6 August and disembarked in London on 13 October, where he was
attached for duty at the 2" Australian Auxiliary Hospital from 26 October.

He was subsequently detached for duty with the 2" Convalescent Depot at Weymouth
between 2 November — 14 April 1919, then sailed for France on 26 April.

Chaplain Deasey arrived in France on 28 April, where he was allocated to the 5™ Australian
Division, and attached to the 58" Infantry Battalion from 1 May 1919.

Less than a month later, on 24 May he returned to England and spent two months at Sutton
Veny Camp before he embarked for Australia on 23 July.

Captain (Chaplain 4™ Class) Denis Murrell Deasey disembarked in Melbourne on 10
September, where his Commission in the AIF was terminated on 25 September 1919.
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Name: Deasey, Denis Murrell

Date enlisted

17 July 1918

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Captain (Chaplain 4" Class)

Initial Unit

Australian Army Chaplains Department

Previous military service

Chaplain 4" Class,
Citizens Military Forces, 1908

Date and ship embarked for overseas

6 August 1918
SS Gaika

Stated age/DOB (if known)

40 years, 2 months (26 June 1877)

Place of birth

Kilmore, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Clergyman
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Deasey, Mrs Maude, wife,
St Columb’s Vicarage,
Hawthorn, Victoria

Permanent address

Hawthorn, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 6 feet 1 inch, weight — 12 stone, 9 lbs,
chest measurement — 38 inches

Final Rank Captain (Chaplain 4™ Class)

Final Unit Australian Army Chaplains Department

Theatres of war served in Nil

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

23 July 1919
HT Suevic

Date discharged

25 September 1919

Nature of discharge

Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals

British War Medal

Notes

Vicar at St Paul’s Church 1905 — 06.

Home Service WW2 (SN V148035).

Died 28 August 1942.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll, St John’s Anglican Church Honor Roll
(Portarlington) and the Geelong Grammar School
War Memorial Cloisters.
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Alan Dunn

Private (Pte) 2172 Alan Dunn enlisted in the 46™ Infantry Battalion in the 12™ Infantry
Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 2 May 1916.

He embarked overseas on 16 August and disembarked in Plymouth on 2 October, where he
joined the 12 (Brigade) Training Battalion at Codford Camp.

While there, he was absent without leave between 20 — 25 October, for which he was
awarded 21 days Field Punishment No. 2 (extra work duties) and docked 21 days’ pay, and
then again on 22 November, for which he was awarded seven days confined to camp and the
loss of one day’s pay.

He sailed for France on 4 December and disembarked the next day, where he joined the 4™
Division Base Details at Etaples. While there, he was charged with breaking out of the
Segregation Camp on 4 January 1917, for which he was awarded the loss of 28 days’ pay.

Pte Dunn left Etaples on 25 January and was subsequently taken on strength of the 46™
Battalion, in the field at Mametz, two days later, one of 110 reinforcements received that day.

The 46™ Battalion moved into the front line near Gueudecourt on 9 February, and it was here
a week later that Pte Dunn sustained a shrapnel wound to his right hand on 16 February.

He was evacuated and admitted to the 1 General Hospital at Rouen from 17 February —
2 March, then sent to a convalescent depot, also in Rouen, until 12 March, when he was
discharged to the 4" Division Base Details Camp at Etaples.

He never rejoined his battalion but instead returned to England on 9 April and was attached to
the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth. After three months there, he embarked for return to
Australia on 22 July.

Private 2172 Alan Dunn disembarked in Melbourne on 27 September, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 2 November 1917.
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Name: Dunn, Alan

Service Number 2172
Date enlisted 2 May 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 46™ Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |16 August 1916

RMS Orontes

Stated age/DOB (if known)

30 years, 9 months

Place of birth

London, England

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Dunn, Mr William, father,
111 Madeline Street,
Durban, South Africa

Permanent address

St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches, weight — 7 stone, 8 Ibs,
chest measurement — 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 46™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

16 February 1917
Gueudecourt, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to right hand

Date and ship embarked for Australia

22 July 1917
HT Nestor

Date discharged 2 November 1917

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church

Honor Roll
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Philip Athol Fargher
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Private (Pte) 2022 Philip Athol Fargher enlisted in the 22 Infantry Battalion in the 6
Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Melbourne on 3 July 1915. He embarked
overseas on 26 August and disembarked in Egypt in mid-September.

He left Egypt in late October and was subsequently taken on strength of the 22" Battalion at
Gallipoli on 31 October 1915. The sanitary conditions were already poor, but the onset of
winter saw even more men succumb to illness. One of those was Pte Fargher, who contracted
diphtheria and was evacuated sick to Egypt on 12 December.

He was treated at the 21% General Hospital at Alexandria between 25 December — 22
February 1916, after which he spent a further two weeks at the 1% Australian General Hospital
at Heliopolis between 22 February — 4 March.

Following his discharge from hospital, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 60"
Infantry Battalion in the 15" Infantry Brigade of the 5" Australian Division on 20 April.

He departed Egypt on 18 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June, then travelled north
by train to the village of Steenbecque.

Just a few weeks later, the 60™ Battalion formed part of the first wave that attacked the strong
German positions at Fromelles, in an assault that should never have been allowed to occur.
The Australians were decimated in the poorly-planned attack and lost over 5,500 casualties in
one day.
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The 60™ Battalion alone sustained 757 casualties — which represented more than 80% of its
starting strength — one of whom was Pte Fargher who was killed in action on 19 July 1916.
His body was one of many that were never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 2022 Philip Athol Fargher is remembered on Panel 20 at V.C. Corner Australian
Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France.

Name: Fargher, Philip Athol

Service Number 2022
Date enlisted 3 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22 Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |26 August 1915

HMAT A68 Anchises
Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 11 months
Place of birth Carlton, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Conductor (Victorian Railways)
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Stent, Mrs Ellen, mother,

33 James Street,
Windsor, Victoria

Permanent address Windsor, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 11 stone,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 60" Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 19 July 1916

Fromelles, France
Cemetery details No known grave.

Commemorated on Panel 20, V.C. Corner Australian
Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Attended St Leonards State School. Remembered on
the St Leonards Honor Roll and St Paul’s Anglican
Church Honor Roll.
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Charles Albert Ernest Gilbert

Private (Pte) 2932 Charles Albert Ernest Gilbert enlisted in the 14™ Infantry Battalion in the
4" Infantry Brigade of the New Zealand & Australian Division on 21 September 1915. He
embarked overseas on 27 September and disembarked in Egypt in late October.

He later contracted broncho pneumonia and was hospitalised in Cairo at the 2" General
Hospital between 27 November — 10 December, after which he was taken on strength of the
14™ Battalion, in the newly formed 4™ Australian Division, at Ismailia on 19 January 1916.

He was hospitalised at the New Zealand Auxiliary Hospital at Ismailia with a fever between
23 February — 3 March, then rejoined the 14" Battalion at Tel el Kebir. The battalion departed
Egypt on 1 June and disembarked at Marseilles on 8 June, then travelled north.

On 6 August, the 14" Battalion entered the line at Pozieres and participated in the
unsuccessful assault on Mouquet Farm a few days later, for the loss of 487 casualties. During
this action, Pte Gilbert had the gruesome task of burying his older brother, Joseph, who was
killed in action on 11 August 1916.

The conditions in the trenches during the northern winter were atrocious and Pte Gilbert was
just one of many who succumbed to illness when he contracted bronchitis on 23 December,
for which he was treated at the 4" Field Ambulance until 31 December, when he rejoined the
battalion.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in March 1917, the battalion
cautiously patrolled forward to ascertain the whereabouts of the enemy.
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They moved into the new front line and took part in the poorly-planned assault on the
Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 11 April. The 14™ Battalion, in the vanguard of the attack,
with no artillery or tank support, sustained an incredible 601 casualties, including hundreds
killed and missing (most of whom became prisoners of war).

Pte Gilbert contracted influenza and was treated at the 13" Field Ambulance between 8 — 13
May, then rejoined the battalion as they prepared to move north to Belgium. Following the
Battle of Messines, the 14" Battalion successfully helped to defend the captured ground, for
the loss of 50 casualties, during 7 — 8 June 1917.

Pte Gilbert was evacuated sick with venereal disease on 4 August. He was initially treated at
the 4™ Field Ambulance between 4 — 14 August, then transferred to the 39" General Hospital
at Boulogne from 17 August — 3 October. He rejoined the battalion on 20 October then spent
a week at the 4" Stationary Hospital at Arques with scabies between 6 — 13 November. He
rejoined his unit again on 27 November.

The Australians remained in the north for the next few months, and the 14" Battalion entered
the front line at Fusilier Wood in the Ypres Canal sector in late January 1918. On 30 — 31
January they were subjected to several German gas bombardments, often lasting hours at a
time. The battalion sustained 108 casualties in that period, one of whom was Pte Gilbert, who
was gassed on 31 January.

He was initially treated at the 3" Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne from 2 — 6
February, then transferred to England, where he was admitted to the Graylingwell War
Hospital at Chichester between 6 February — 8 April. He was granted leave until 22 April then
spent the next two months at various training camps in Wiltshire. He returned to France on 3
July, where he rejoined the 14" Battalion, in the field at le Hamel, on 15 July 1918.

Pte Gilbert was wounded for the second time during the great allied offensive from Amiens
on 8 August, when he sustained a shrapnel wound to his left foot during the Australian assault
on Cerisy Ridge and Morcourt, one of 80 battalion casualties for the day.

He was evacuated to the 22" General Hospital at le Havre between 9 — 15 August, then spent
the period 15 August — 5 September at the Australian convalescent depot in the same town,
before he rejoined the 14" Battalion at Estrees on 13 September.

The battalion participated in the successful Australian assault on the Hindenburg Outpost
Line at Le Verguier and Le Grand Priel on 18 — 21 September, capturing 75 prisoners, 15
field guns and 80 machine guns, for the loss of 94 casualties of their own — about 25% of
battalion strength by that stage. They left the line for the last time on 21 September.

Pte Gilbert was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 3 October, and he returned to
England on 23 January 1919, where he embarked for Australia two months later.

Lance Corporal 2932 Charles Albert Ernest Gilbert disembarked in Melbourne on 26 May,
where he was discharged from the AIF on 18 July 1919.
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Name: Gilbert, Charles Albert Ernest

Service Number

2932

Date enlisted

21 September 1915

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 14" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |27 September 1915
HMAT A20 Hororata

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years (31 January 1896)

Place of birth

St Leonards, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Gilbert, Mrs Mary Ann, mother,
“Redcliffe”, St Leonards, Victoria

Permanent address

St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 % inches, weight — 9 stone,
chest measurement — 34/37 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 14" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

31 January 1918
near Ypres, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gassed

Date and place wounded (2)

8 August 1918
Morcourt, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Shrapnel wound to left foot

Date and ship embarked for Australia

28 March 1919
HT Port Macquarie

Date discharged 18 July 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of James and Joseph Gilbert.

Died 11 August 1975.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll, St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll, Portarlington
Honor Roll and the Portarlington War Memorial.
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James Robert Gilbert

Private James Robert Gilbert enlisted in the AIF at Geelong on 21 August 1915, passed fit for
service by a Captain Grimwade of the Army Medical Corps. While undertaking his basic
training, it was in fact discovered that Pte Gilbert had a cataract in his right eye (of at least
two years’ standing) and was totally blind in that eye. When subsequently asked why Pte
Gilbert had been passed “fit for active service”, Captain Grimwade merely replied that,
“When this man was examined by me, he passed the sight test in both eyes.”

Private James Robert Gilbert was medically discharged from the AIF on 25 July 1916

Name: Gilbert, James Robert

Date enlisted

21 August 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 2 months

Place of birth

St Leonards, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Gilbert, Mrs Mary Ann, mother,
“Redcliffe”, St Leonards, Victoria

Permanent address

St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 10 stone, 12 Ibs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Date discharged 25 July 1916

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (defective eyesight)

Notes

Brother of Charles and Joseph Gilbert.
Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll and the
St Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll.
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Joseph Arthur Gilbert

Private (Pte) 1743 Joseph Arthur Gilbert enlisted in the 14" Infantry Battalion in the 4™
Infantry Brigade of the New Zealand and Australian Division in Melbourne on 11 January
1915. He embarked overseas on 29 March and disembarked in Egypt in late April.

Pte Gilbert embarked for Gallipoli a month later, where he was subsequently taken on
strength of the 14™ Battalion, manning the front line at Courtney’s Post, on 26 May.

He contracted bronchitis on 16 July and was evacuated to Malta, where he was hospitalised at
St David’s Hospital from 25 July — 9 August. He then returned to Egypt and eventually
rejoined the 14 Battalion at Gallipoli on 24 August.

On 23 November, he contracted mumps and was treated at the 1* Light Horse Field
Ambulance between 23 November — 11 December, after which he was transferred to Egypt
and spent a week at the Mustapha Convalescent Depot from 15 — 22 December, around the
same time the Australians evacuated Gallipoli.

Pte Gilbert was admitted to the 1 Australian Dermatological Hospital in Cairo with venereal
disease between 15 — 25 February 1916, then returned to the 14™ Battalion at Tel el Kebir on
5 March, where he was also promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 13 March. The battalion
left Egypt on 1 June and arrived in Marseilles on 8 June 1916, then travelled north.

On 6 August, the 14" Battalion entered the line at Pozieres and participated in the
unsuccessful assault on Mouquet Farm a few days later, at a cost of 487 casualties, one of
whom was L Cpl Gilbert who was killed in action on 11 August 1916. His brother, Charles,
later buried him near where he fell.
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Lance Corporal 1743 Joseph Arthur Gilbert’s body was subsequently re-interred at Serre

Road Cemetery No. 2, Hebuterne, France in 1930.

Name: Gilbert, Joseph Arthur

Service Number

1743

Date enlisted

11 January 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 14" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |29 March 1915
HMAT A9 Shropshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

26 years, 5 months

Place of birth

St Leonards, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Labourer, British Imperial Oil Coy

Religion

Church of England

Next of kin and address

Gilbert, Mrs Mary Ann, mother,
“Redcliffe”, St Leonards, Victoria

Permanent address

Williamstown, Victoria

Appearance Ruddy complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 10 stone, 11 1bs,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 14™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place died

11 August 1916
Mouquet Farm, France

Cemetery details

Serre Road Cemetery No. 2,
Hebuterne, France.
Plot XXV, Row F, Grave 4

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Charles and James Gilbert.
Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll, St Leonards Honor Roll, Portarlington
Honor Roll, Portarlington War Memorial and the
Town of Williamstown Roll of Honor.
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Athol Hood Holden

Private (Pte) 2869 Athol Hood Holden enlisted in the 1% Pioneer Battalion in Sydney on 20
July 1916. He embarked overseas on 17 October and disembarked in Plymouth on 9 January
1917, where he joined the Pioneer Training Battalion at Lark Hill Camp.

He spent the period 6 March — 11 April in the Fargo Military Hospital with an undisclosed
illness, after which he was transferred to the 5" (Brigade) Training Battalion on 11 July 1917.

After five months infantry training, he left England on 30 January 1918. He landed in France
the next day, where he was transferred and taken on strength of the 18" Infantry Battalion in
the 5™ Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division, resting at Seninghem, on 5 February.

Following the success of the German offensive on the Somme on 21 March, the 18" Battalion
was moved south on 2 April but, by the time they arrived, the main enemy assault had already
petered out. They remained in the Villers-Bretonneux area for several months, and it was here
that Pte Holden sustained a gunshot wound to the head on 24 July 1918.

He was initially evacuated to the American Hospital at Le Treport from 26 July — 9 August,
then admitted to the 10™ General Hospital at Rouen between 10 August — 14 September, after
which he rejoined the 18™ Battalion at Frise on 24 September.

On 3 October, the 2" Division attacked the German Beaurevoir trench system. Despite strong
resistance the objectives were taken, together with 332 German prisoners, for the loss of 116
battalion casualties. They left the line on 6 October and, several weeks later, Pte Holden
contracted influenza, for which he was treated locally between 25 November — 7 December.
He then proceeded on leave in England from 5 — 21 January 1919.
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He returned to England on 11 March and was granted paid leave to undertake employment
with Renson Motor Engineering in Chisham between 14 March — 5 September. Shortly after
this arrangement ceased, he embarked for return to Australia on 22 September.

Private 2869 Athol Hood Holden disembarked in Melbourne on 12 November, then made his
way to Sydney where he was discharged from the AIF on 27 December 1919.

Name: Holden, Athol Hood

Service Number

2869

Date enlisted

20 July 1916

Place enlisted

Sydney Showgrounds, NSW

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

1%t Pioneer Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

17 October 1916
HMAT A30 Borda

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 3 months (14 March 1898)

Place of birth

Richmond, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Tent maker
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Holden, Mr William, father,
“Acacia”, St Leonards, Victoria

Permanent address

Stanmore, NSW

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 6 feet, weight — 9 stone, 10 lbs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 18" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

24 July 1918
Villers-Bretonneux, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to head

Date and ship embarked for Australia

22 September 1919
HT Port Sydney

Date discharged

27 December 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Fred Holden.

Died 2 June 1967.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll and St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll.
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Frederick Oscar Holden

4
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Men & motor lorry of the 4" Australian Mechanical Transport Company in France c.1918

Private (Pte) 554 Frederick Oscar Holden enlisted in the 8" Machine Gun (MG) Company in
the 8" Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at the Sydney Showgrounds on 6 July

1916. He embarked overseas on 23 December and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 17
February 1917, where he joined the MG Training Depot at Perham Downs for three months.

MG Companies were equipped with 16 Vickers medium machine guns, which were mounted
on tripods and served by crews of between three and six. They were not easily portable and
were generally used in prepared, fixed positions when in the front line.

He sailed for France on 11 May 1917, where he was hospitalised at Camiers with bronchitis
for 10 days between 21 — 31 May, then finally taken on strength of the 8" MG Company at
Senlis, on 27 June. He didn’t remain there for long, and on 25 July was transferred to “K”
Supply Column, Australian Mechanical Transport Section, most likely due to his pre-war
profession as a motor mechanic.

On 29 September 1917, he was re-mustered as an Artificer and transferred to the 4" Division
Supply Column, then on 9 November to the 3™ Division Supply Column. He was granted
leave in England from 7 — 21 February 1918 and, on 12 March the unit was reformed as the
3™ Australian Mechanical Transport Company, operating from Desvres, France. The nature of
the work involved the collection, transportation, and delivery of all manner of supplies to the
forward areas, including ammunition and stores, at times under enemy artillery fire, and
continued right up until the end of the war.

Artificer Holden was granted leave in France from 13 — 20 January 1919 and then a further
two weeks in England from 20 February — 6 March 1919. On 21 June he was transferred to
the 4™ Australian Mechanical Transport Company, based in Namur, Belgium.
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He sailed to England on 23 September, however, was granted special leave to return to
Belgium, where he subsequently married Miss Marie Francoise Renard at Saint Gilles,
Brussels, Belgium on 22 October 1919. He eventually returned to England and boarded a ship
to Australia, with his new wife, on 22 December.

Artificer 554 Frederick Oscar Holden disembarked in Melbourne on 5 February 1920, where
he was discharged from the AIF on 25 April 1920.

Name: Holden, Frederick Oscar

Service Number 554
Date enlisted 6 July 1916
Place enlisted Sydney Showgrounds, NSW
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 8™ Machine Gun Company
Date and ship embarked for overseas |23 December 1916
RMS Orontes
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years (22/7/1893)
Place of birth Abbotsford, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Motor mechanic
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Holden, Mr William,
Coffee Palace, St Leonards, Victoria
Permanent address Coffee Palace, St Leonards, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, dark brown hair, hazel eyes,

height — 5 feet, weight — 9 stone, 2 1bs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Artificer

Final Unit 4™ Australian Mechanical Transport Company
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |22 December 1919
HT Themistocles (with wife)

Date discharged 25 April 1920

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Married to Miss Marie Francoise Renard at Saint
Gilles, Brussels, Belgium on 22 October 1919.
Brother of Athol Holden.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll, St Leonards Honor Roll and the
Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll
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Joseph Lachlan Hood

Private (Pte) 3355 Joseph Lachlan Hood enlisted in the 24" Infantry Battalion at
Broadmeadows on 4 August 1915. He embarked overseas on 26 November and disembarked
in Egypt in late December, where he joined the 6™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Zeitoun.

On 24 February, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 8" Infantry Battalion in the
2" Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division at Serapeum.

The 8™ Battalion left Egypt on 26 March and disembarked at Marseilles on 31 March, then
entrained for the north. On 11 May they moved into the front line at Fleurbaix for the first
time. When relieved on 29 May they left the line having sustained 17 casualties (six killed).

They then moved into Belgium and held the line near Messines between 24 June — 4 July, for
the loss of another 85 men, including 19 killed.

The battalion headed south to the Somme on 10 July and entered the support trenches at
Pozieres in the early hours of 23 July 1916, and the village itself later the same night, where
they were subjected to a continuous artillery barrage for four days and sustained 363
casualties, including 81 killed and 16 missing.

On 18 August 1916, the 8™ Battalion was ordered to attack the trenches on the flanks of the
German stronghold of Mouquet Farm. The assault failed, at a cost to the battalion of 211
casualties, including 57 killed or missing, one of whom was Pte Hood who was killed in
action during the attack.
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His body was not recovered at the time of his death, and he has no known grave.

Private 3355 Joseph Lachlan Hood is remembered on the Australian National Memorial,

Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Name: Hood, Joseph Lachlan

Service Number

3355

Date enlisted

4 August 1915

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

24" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

70" Infantry Battalion, CMF

Date and ship embarked for overseas

26 November 1915
HMAT A73 Commonwealth

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 5 months

Place of birth

Warracknabeal, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Hood, Mr James, father,
9 Princes Street,
North Williamstown, Victoria

Permanent address

North Williamstown, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 '4 inches, weight — 11 stone, 3 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place died

18 August 1916
Mouquet Farm, France

Cemetery details

No known grave.
Commemorated on the Australian National
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Dugald Hood.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll, St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll, Portarlington
Honor Roll, Marcus & Mannerim Roll of Honor,
Mannerim State School & District Roll of Honor
and Town of Williamstown Roll of Honor.
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Dugald Alexander Hood

Private (Pte) 3352 Dugald Alexander Hood enlisted in the 8" Infantry Battalion in Geelong
on 13 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 11 October and disembarked in Egypt in early
November, where he was later transferred to the 6™ Infantry Battalion at Serapeum on 22
February 1916.

He contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the 1% Dermatological Hospital in
Cairo from 3 — 29 March, then transferred to the 58" Infantry Battalion in the 15" Infantry
Brigade of the 5" Australian Division at Ferry Post on 20 April. Shortly after, he was
promoted to Lance Corporal on 2 May and then again to Sergeant (Sgt) on 31 May.

The 58™ Battalion departed Egypt on 17 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June,
where they travelled north by train to Hazebrouck. They marched to Sailly-sur-la-Lys and
into the front line for the first time, near Fleurbaix, on 11 July, where they came under a
heavy German bombardment on the night of 15 July, which caused 150 casualties, including
47 killed.

Just a few days later they experienced their first major battle, at Fromelles on 19 July 1916,
when ordered to charge the German trenches in support of the 59" and 60" Battalions, which
had been held up by machine guns and enfilade fire from the right, due to a failed British
attack on that flank. The 58™ Battalion sustained 247 casualties, including 80 killed or
missing, then spent the next three months recovering in the Fromelles/Fleurbaix area.

ALETRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL EO40 30

German view of the flat, open Fromelles battlefield looking towards the line
Jfrom which the 15" Infantry Brigade attacked on 19 July 1916.
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Sgt Hood was transferred and taken on strength of the 60™ Infantry Battalion, also in the 15%
Infantry Brigade, at Flesselles on 7 November, where he was commissioned as a Second
Licutenant (2™ Lt) on 18 November 1916.

Heading into winter, the conditions in the trenches were atrocious and 2™ Lt Hood contracted
bronchitis and laryngitis on 6 December. He was initially treated at the Red Cross Hospital at
Le Touquet from 7 — 15 December, then transferred to England, where he was admitted to the
3" Eastern General Hospital at Brighton between 15 December — 30 January 1917.

After a fortnight at Perham Downs Camp, he returned to France on 13 February, where he
was hospitalised with venereal disease at the 39" General Hospital at le Havre from 14
February — 6 April. He rejoined the 60" Battalion at Beaulencourt on 17 April.

He was promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 2 May, shortly after which the battalion entered the
line at Bullecourt, where they helped to defend the gains made by the 2" Division. They
repulsed several German counterattacks during 11 — 12 May, for the loss of 109 casualties (
27 killed).

Lt Hood returned to England on 18 July 1917, where he was detached for duty with the 15
(Brigade) Training Battalion at Codford Camp on 21 July.

During his time in England, he also spent three weeks on duty at the AIF School of
Instruction at Hurdcott (20 August — 15 September) and the Drill School in Chelsea
(31 December — 19 January 1918).

He left Codford on 23 April and returned to France the next day, where he rejoined the 60™
Battalion at Blangy Tronville on 10 May 1918.

On 12 June, Lt Hood was diagnosed with myocarditis, for which he was treated at the 1
Australian General Hospital at Rouen between 14 — 21 June.

A subsequent medical board convened on 24 June considered Lt Hood to be permanently
invalided in respect to further active service. As a result, he was seconded for duty with the 1*
Australian Convalescent Depot at le Havre from 20 July, where he served for the remainder
of the war, most likely in an office role.

The heavily depleted 60™ Battalion was disbanded on 25 September 1918 so, for purely
administrative purposes, Lt Hood was officially taken on strength of the 59" Battalion on the
same date, even though he remained on duty in le Havre.

He was granted leave in Etretat from 14 — 29 October, then left France for the last time on 22
February 1919 and embarked for return to Australia on 2 March.

Lieutenant Dugald Alexander Hood disembarked in Melbourne on 22 April, where his
Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF was terminated on 14 June 1919.
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Name: Hood, Dugald Alexander

Service Number

3352

Date enlisted

13 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

8™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

11 October 1915
HMAT A71 Nestor

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 7 months (17 November 1893)

Place of birth

Warracknabeal, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Hood, Mrs Margaret, mother,
Corner Ormond Road & Anderson Street,
East Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

East Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, red hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 10 stone, 8 1bs,
chest measurement — 36 !5 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant

Final Unit 59 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

2 March 1919
HT Derbyshire

Date discharged 14 June 1919

Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Home Service WW2 (SN V6166).

Brother of Joseph Hood.

Died 1963.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll, St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll, Portarlington
Honor Roll, Marcus & Mannerim Roll of Honor and
Mannerim State School & District Roll of Honor.
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Frederick Vermont Martinsen

Private (Pte) 6070 Frederick Vermont Martinsen enlisted in the 14" Infantry Battalion in the
4™ Infantry Brigade of the 4" Australian Division in Geelong on 27 March 1916, aged 43
years. He embarked overseas on 1 August and disembarked in Plymouth on 25 September,
where he joined the 4™ (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

After two months training, he left England on 28 November and landed in France the next
day, where he joined the 4" Division Base Details at Etaples. He was eventually taken on
strength of the 14™ Battalion, in the field at Ribemont, on 4 January 1917, one of 28
reinforcements that arrived that day:.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in March 1917, the battalion
cautiously patrolled forward to ascertain the enemy’s whereabouts. They reached Beugnatre
on 27 March where battalion headquarters took shelter in an abandoned cellar. At 6:30 am on
29 March, a delayed German mine exploded, killing four men and wounding four others.

The 14™ Battalion then moved into the front line and took part in the poorly-planned assault
on the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 11 April. In the vanguard of the attack, with no
artillery or tank support, the battalion suffered 601 casualties (including hundreds killed or
missing), one of whom was Pte Martinsen who sustained a gunshot wound to his right leg.

He was initially evacuated to the 6™ General Hospital at Rouen from 11 — 28 April, then
transferred to England and admitted to the 1** London General Hospital between 29 April —
6 July, after which he was granted leave until 20 July.
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He recovered from his wounds but was later diagnosed with chronic bronchitis and was
invalided back to Australia on 1 November.

Private 6070 Frederick Vermont Martinsen disembarked in Melbourne on 3 January, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 8 February 1918.

Name: Martinsen, Frederick Vermont

Service Number

6070

Date enlisted

27 March 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 14™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |1 August 1916
HMAT A28 Miltiades

Stated age/DOB (if known)

43 years, 6 months

Place of birth

St Leonards, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Ralston, Mr Alice, mother,
Portarlington, Victoria

Permanent address

St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 11 % inches, weight 11 stone,
chest measurement — 39 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 14" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

11 April 1917
Bullecourt, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to right leg

Date and ship embarked for Australia

1 November 1917
HT Anchises

Date discharged

8 February 1918

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (chronic bronchitis)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Lewis Martinsen and half-brother of John
Ralston.

Died 2 December 1956.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll,
Portarlington Honor Roll and Portarlington War
Memorial.
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Lewis Henry Martinsen

Private (Pte) 2715 Lewis Henry Martinsen enlisted in the 29" Battalion in Geelong on 24
January 1916. He embarked overseas on 14 March and disembarked at Suez on 15 April.

He left Egypt on 21 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June. He was hospitalised at
the 24™ General Hospital at Etaples with German measles between 4 — 12 August, after which
he joined the 5" Division Base Details, also at Etaples.

Pte Martinsen was transferred and taken on strength of the 8" (Brigade) Machine Gun
Company in the 5" Australian Division at Fleurbaix, on 22 August 1916. They operated
around this area for the next two months then moved south to the Somme in late October.

The company entered the front line around Flers on 22 October, and it was near here that Pte
Martinsen sustained a gunshot wound to his left knee on 24 October.

He was initially treated at the 38" Casualty Clearing Station from 24 October — 7 November,
then transferred to England, where he was admitted to the Voluntary Aid Detachment
Hospital at Exeter between 16 November — 2 May 1917.

He then spent two months at the No. 2 Convalescent Depot at Weymouth and was also
diagnosed with ankylosis, presumably in the left knee. As a result, he embarked for return to
Australia on 21 July.
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Private 2715 Lewis Henry Martinsen disembarked in Melbourne on 18 September, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 9 November 1917.

Name: Martinsen, Lewis Henry

Service Number

2715

Date enlisted

24 January 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 29 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |14 March 1916
HMAT A68 Anchises

Stated age/DOB (if known)

30 years, 5 months

Place of birth

Port Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Martinsen, Mrs Annie, wife,
Fisher Street, Portarlington, Victoria

Permanent address

Portarlington, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 10 stone, 4 Ibs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 8™ Machine Gun Company

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

24 October 1916
near Flers, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to left knee

Date and ship embarked for Australia

21 July 1917
HT Euripides

Date discharged

9 November 1917

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Frederick Martinsen and half-brother of
John Ralston.

Died 15 April 1941.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll,
Portarlington Honor Roll and Portarlington War
Memorial.
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Henry Childerhus Peacock

Private (Pte) 3377 Henry Childerhus Peacock enlisted in the 5™ Infantry Battalion in the 2"
Infantry Brigade of the 1** Australian Division at Melbourne on 7 July 1915. He embarked
overseas on 11 October and disembarked in Egypt in early November, where he was taken on
strength of the 5™ Battalion at Serapeum on 22 February 1916.

He later contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the 1% Australian Stationary
Hospital at Ismailia from 6 — 8 March, then at the 1* Australian Dermatological Hospital at
Abbassia between 8 — 29 March, when he returned to duty.

He came down with a fever on 27 April, later diagnosed as Nile fever, for which he was again
hospitalised at Abbassia until 19 May.

He embarked for France on 28 May and disembarked at Marseilles on 4 June, where he
entrained for the north and eventually rejoined the 5% Battalion on 30 July 1916, just after
they had left Pozieres.

The 5™ Battalion returned to Pozieres on 14 August and slowly advanced towards the heavily
fortified Mouquet Farm, however the Germans held firm. After a week, the battalion left
Pozieres again, having sustained a further 36 men killed and 162 wounded.

In mid-April 1917, the battalion operated in the Morchies and Lagnicourt area following the
German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line.

By early August 1917, crop harvesting was underway in the surrounding district and, given
the lack of French manpower available, many Australian soldiers pitched in to help. The 5%
Battalion history records that, “.... with the aid of the sturdy Australian transport horses,
details from each battalion took tyrannical, though good-natured command of the cornfields
and soon housed the harvest in the approved “Aussie” way.”

On 14 September, the battalion moved north to Belgium, and then to Zillebeke on 19
September, where extra ammunition and rations were issued in preparation for an assault the
next day.

At 2:30 am on the morning of 20 September 1917 the battalion moved to their starting point
near Glencorse Wood where, at 5:40 am, they attacked. Considered a success, victory at the
Battle of Menin Road nevertheless came at a heavy cost, and the 5™ Battalion suffered 96
men killed and 183 wounded, one of whom was Pte Peacock who sustained a gunshot wound
to his left elbow.

He was evacuated to the 22" General Hospital at Dannes from 21 — 26 September, then
transferred to England, where he was admitted to the 2™ Canterbury Military Hospital
between 26 September — 23 October, after which he spent several months at various camps in
Wiltshire.

He was absent without leave between 26 — 28 January 1918, for which he was awarded four
days’ Field Punishment No. 2 (extra work duties) and docked eleven days’ pay.
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He was again absent from camp between 7 — 12 March. This time he was awarded 15 days’
Field Punishment No. 1, which involved being fettered for several hours a day. In addition, he
forfeited a further 20 days’ pay.

Pte Peacock returned to France on 17 April and rejoined the 5™ Battalion near Strazeele on 23
April, one of 61 reinforcements received on the day.

The battalion moved south to the Somme in early August. During the ensuing Amiens
offensive, the 5" Battalion helped capture the village of Lihons between 9 — 11 August at a
cost of 209 casualties (37 killed).

Two weeks later, on 23 August, the battalion participated in the 1% Division’s successful
assault on Chuignes, where the 5 Battalion captured 450 prisoners for the loss of 113
casualties (28 killed).

The battalion was in the process of being relieved in the front line near Harbonnieres on 25
August, when it came under a heavy German mustard gas bombardment and sustained
another 40 casualties, one of whom was Pte Peacock.

He was evacuated to the 5™ General Hospital at Rouen from 26 — 29 August, then transferred
to England and admitted to the Alexandra Military Hospital at Cosham between 30 August —
28 October. He never fully recovered from his gas wounds, and he embarked for return to
Australia on 2 January 1919.

Private 3377 Henry Childerhus Peacock disembarked in Melbourne on 15 February, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 14 April 1919.

Private Henry Peacock’s WW1 Medal Set
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Name: Peacock, Henry Childerhus

Service Number 3377

Date enlisted 7 July 1915

Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 5% Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

11 October 1915
HMAT A71 Nestor

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 2 months

Place of birth Albury, NSW

Marital status Single

Occupation Farmer

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Peacock, Mr Henry, father,

Coftee Palace, St Leonards, Victoria

Permanent address

St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 10 stone, 9 1bs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 5% Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

20 September 1917
Menin Road, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to left elbow

Date and place wounded (2)

25 August 1918
Harbonnieres, France

Nature of wounds (2) Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia |2 January 1919
HT Karmala

Date discharged

14 April 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Murray and Walter Peacock.

Died 13 May 1978.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll.
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Murray Lewis Peacock

Private (Pte) 2020 Murray Lewis Peacock enlisted in the 46™ Infantry Battalion in Melbourne
on 10 January 1916. He embarked overseas on 5 June and disembarked in Egypt on 6 July.

He re-embarked on 12 July and landed in England on 23 July, where he joined the 12
(Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He left England on 16 September and landed in France the next day. He was initially attached
to the 4™ Division Base Depot at Etaples, then later transferred and taken on strength of the
59" Infantry Battalion near Gueudecourt on 27 November 1916.

In early 1917, it was discovered that Pte Peacock suffered from malformed toes on both feet
(how this had been missed in the previous 12 months is anyone’s guess) and was therefore
unfit for frontline military service. He was referred to various medical facilities between 20
January — 2 April 1917, then transferred to the 2™ Anzac Corps Salvage Company on 3 April.

Salvage companies were responsible for recovering all forms of equipment from the
battlefield and played a crucial role in supporting the war effort by repurposing valuable
materials, arms and ammunition.

After seven months’ service with this unit, Pte Peacock was granted leave in England from 14
— 27 November 1917. In early 1918, he contracted scabies and was hospitalised at the 39"
General Hospital at le Havre between 2 — 11 February.

On 12 March 1918, he was transferred and taken on strength of the newly formed 3™
Australian Mechanical Transport Company in the 3™ Australian Division at Desvres.

The nature of the work involved the collection, transportation, and delivery of all manner of
supplies to the forward areas, including ammunition and stores, at times under enemy
artillery fire, and continued right up until the end of the war.

After the war had ended, Pte Peacock was granted leave in England between 17 November —
2 December 1918, then returned to France.

He was subsequently identified for early repatriation home, and left France for the last time
on 30 December, then embarked for return to Australia on 7 February 1919.

Private 2020 Murray Lewis Peacock disembarked in Melbourne on 31 March, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 8 May 1919.
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Name: Peacock, Murray Lewis

Service Number

2020

Date enlisted

10 January 1916

Place enlisted

Domain, Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 46™ Infantry Battalion
Previous military service Senior cadets
Date and ship embarked for overseas |5 June 1916
HMAT A30 Borda

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 5 months

Place of birth

Koetong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Peacock, Mr Henry, father,
Mimosa Road, Glen Huntly, Victoria

Permanent address

Glen Huntly, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 12 stone,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 3 Australian Mechanical Transport Company

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |7 February 1919
HT Lancashire

Date discharged 8 May 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (malformed toes/feet)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Henry and Walter Peacock.

Father was manager of Holden’s Coffee Palace, St
Leonards in 1915.

Died 26 November 1986.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll.
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Walter Oswell Peacock

-

Private (Pte) 485 Walter Oswell Peacock enlisted in the 5™ Infantry Battalion in the 2™
Infantry Brigade of the 1** Australian Division at Albert Park on 18 August 1914. He
embarked overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Alexandria, Egypt on 1 December

The men boarded troop trains to Cairo and then travelled by electric tram to the AIF camp at
Mena, beneath the pyramids, where they undertook all manner of physical fitness and
military training for the new few months.

On 5 April 1915, the 5™ Battalion embarked for the island of Lemnos, where they practiced
disembarking from the ship and climbing the local hills each day. On the night of 24 April,
the troopships departed Mudros Harbour and sailed for Gallipoli.

From 5:30 am on 25 April 1915 the battalion disembarked from their transports into smaller

boats and were towed toward the beaches and landed as part of the second wave. They found
the beach crowded with troops and wounded men and, between 25 — 29 April, sustained 660

battalion casualties.

On 6 May 19135, the 2" Brigade was moved 20 km south by boat to Cape Helles, where they
participated in a poorly-planned, British-led attack on Krithia between 8 — 11 May. The 5™
Battalion sustained heavy casualties in the action, although the exact number is unknown.

Pte Peacock returned to Egypt on 17 May and was transferred to the 5" Battalion’s transport
section, where he would have been receiving and organising stores destined for Gallipoli.
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On 5 October, he was re-mustered as a Driver (Dvr) and attached to the Australian
Headquarters Transport Section until 7 January 1916, when he rejoined the 5™ Battalion.

The 5™ Battalion transport section embarked for France on 23 March and disembarked in
Marseilles on 29 March, where they entrained for the 63-hour journey to the Hazebrouck
region in the north. They operated in the Fromelles area during May — June 1916, then moved
south to the Somme from 12 July.

They reached Albert on 21 July, where the 1% Division attacked and captured the French
village of Pozieres on 23 July. The division then had to withstand several fierce counter
attacks and the most severe artillery bombardments that any Australian soldiers had
encountered to that time, for the loss of 446 casualties. The horse drawn transports and their
drivers were not spared, and they too frequently came under direct German artillery fire.

In September, Dvr Peacock developed a hernia, for which he was treated between 18 — 28
September. The hernia subsequently ruptured on 19 October, and he was transferred to
England and admitted to the Queen Mary Hospital at Whalley between 22 October — 3
November, then spent two months convalescing.

He was granted two weeks leave from 11 — 24 January 1917, during which time he contracted
venereal disease and was admitted to the 1% Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford
between 24 January — 28 March.

He was treated at Bulford for a second time from 20 June — 16 July, then spent the next few
months at various camps before he again embarked for France on 5 February 1918. He
rejoined the 5™ Battalion transport section, in the field near Locre, on 10 February.

The battalion moved south to the Somme in early August, where the allied offensive from
Amiens commenced on 8 August 1918. Following the success of the attack, the Germans
retreated east, and the Australians followed. The transports were kept busy re-supplying the
infantry with ammunition and all manner of supplies, often across open fields or roads
pockmarked with shell craters, which was difficult and dangerous work.

Dvr Peacock sustained burns to his right arm and neck on 16 September, for which he was
treated at the 12™ Casualty Clearing Station and the 5" General Hospital at Rouen between 16
— 21 September. He rejoined the 5™ Battalion on 2 October, after they had already left the line
for the last time.

Around this time, many of the men who had served in the AIF since 1914 were granted
special leave to Australia. Dvr Peacock was one of those afforded that privilege and he left
France on 13 October. After a short stay in England, he embarked for Australia on 23 October
1918.

Driver 485 Walter Oswell Peacock disembarked in Melbourne on 23 December, where he
was discharged from the AIF on 21 February 1919.
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Name: Peacock, Walter Oswell

Service Number

485

Date enlisted

17 August 1914

Place enlisted

Albert Park, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

5% Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

51% Infantry Battalion, CMF — 1 year

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1914
HMAT A3 Orvieto

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 6 months (17 January 1896)

Place of birth Albury, NSW

Marital status Single

Occupation Rubber worker (Dunlop)
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Peacock, Mr Henry, father,
114 Union Street, Brunswick, Victoria

Permanent address

Brunswick, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 inches, weight — 9 stone, 2 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 5% Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |23 October 1918
HT Durham

Date discharged

21 February 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Henry and Murray Peacock.

Father was manager of Holden’s Coffee Palace, St
Leonards in 1915.

Died 4 February 1970.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll.
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George Stephenson Pigdon

Private (Pte) 2543 George Stephenson Pigdon enlisted in the 46" Infantry Battalion in the 12
Infantry Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division at Geelong on 27 April 1916.

He embarked overseas on 7 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 29 October, where
he joined the 12 (Brigade) Training Battalion at Codford Camp.

He left England on 21 December and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 46™ Battalion, resting at Mametz Camp, on 27 January 1917, one of 110
reinforcements received that day.

As the Australians cautiously advanced in the wake of the German withdrawal to the
Hindenburg Line in late March, the 46™ Battalion entered the area near Noreuil on 7 April.
They were scheduled to attack the new line at Bullecourt on 10 April, but the assault was
called off at the last minute.

The hastily and poorly-planned attack nevertheless went ahead the next day, without the
benefit of an artillery barrage and instead using British tanks as support, most of which failed
to even make it to the start line.

The result was inevitable and the 46" Battalion, in the vanguard of the attack, lost 43 men
killed, 138 missing (many of whom became prisoners of war) and 206 wounded, one of
whom was Pte Pigdon who received a shrapnel wound to his left leg on 11 April.

He was evacuated to the 1% General Hospital at Etretat from 13 — 21 April, then spent two
months at the 4™ Division Base Depot at le Havre, before he rejoined the battalion at Doulieu
on 19 July 1917.

The 46™ Battalion moved to Belgium in September and, although 4™ Division reserve for the
actual attack at Polygon Wood on 26 September, they manned the newly acquired front line
near Zonnebeke until 28 September.

On 10 October the battalion moved back into the line near Zonnebeke, where it was also in
reserve for the attack on Passchendaele Ridge on 12 October 1917. Despite that the battalion
nevertheless sustained 137 casualties (13 killed).

The Australians remained in the Ypres and Messines area for the remainder of 1917 and early
1918, when news of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme filtered through in late
March.

They were placed on alert to move at a few hours’ notice, and the situation remained unclear
even as the 46™ Battalion moved 130 km south on 28 March, and into the new front line near
Dernancourt, south-west of Albert (now in German hands) on 30 March 1918. The battalion
took up defensive positions along 2 km of the railway line embankment that extended from
Albert and waited.
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Two days later, on 1 April 1918, and without any preliminary bombardment, about 140
Germans tested the Australian line. The resultant defensive fire was so withering that the
attack was broken in minutes. Not many of the Germans were observed to make it back,
while six were captured, for the cost of four wounded Australians.

On 3 April, the Germans tried again, this time preceded by a heavy artillery bombardment. A
“spirited” infantry attack followed but was defeated within 10 minutes. Overall, the 46™
Battalion sustained around 50 casualties, mostly from the earlier artillery fire, and was
relieved later that night.

ALETRALIAN WAR MEMORLAL ART41021

Diorama at the AWM showing Dernancourt and the railway cutting that formed the Australian line, April 1918

While making their way to the reserve trenches at Lavieville two days later, the battalion was
caught in a German artillery barrage which caused 25 casualties, one of whom was Pte
Pigdon who sustained shrapnel wounds to his buttocks, left hand and left shoulder on 5 April.

He was evacuated to the 4™ General Hospital at Camiers between 7 — 11 April, then
transferred to England, where he was admitted to the 4" Southern General Hospital at
Plymouth from 12 April — 17 May, when he was granted leave until 6 June.

He later came down with a bout of dysentery and was hospitalised at the Sutton Veny
Military Hospital from 18 July — 4 September, after which he was sent to the Overseas
Training Brigade at Leighton Deverill to prepare for a return to France.

The signing of the Armistice intervened and instead he embarked for return to Australia on 11
December 1918.

Private 2543 George Stephenson Pigdon disembarked in Melbourne on 30 January, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 16 May 1919.
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Name: Pigdon, George Stephenson

Service Number

2543

Date enlisted

27 April 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 46" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |7 September 1916
HMAT A15 Port Sydney

Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years

Place of birth

St Leonards, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Labourer

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Pigdon, Mr James, father,

St Leonards, Victoria

Permanent address

St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 % inches, weight — 10 stone, 7 lbs,
chest measurement — 35/38 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 46™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

11 April 1917
Bullecourt, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to left leg

Date and place wounded (2)

5 April 1918
Lavieville, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Shrapnel wounds to buttocks, left hand and left
shoulder

Date and ship embarked for Australia

11 December 1918
HT Saxon

Date discharged

16 May 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 26 August 1959.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll, St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll, Portarlington
Honor Roll and Portarlington War Memorial.
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John Arthur (Jack) Ralston

B TAAL AN WEE W EM A AL SR 2

Private (Pte) 3460 John Arthur Ralston enlisted in the 59" Infantry Battalion in the 15%
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Geelong on 21 April 1917, having
previously tried to enlist two years earlier when aged just 16 years.

He embarked overseas on 16 July and disembarked in Liverpool on 16 September, where he
joined the 15™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp. While there, he contracted
venereal disease and spent three weeks at the 13 Australian Dermatological Hospital at
Bulford between 26 September — 16 October, then returned to Hurdcott.

He was detached to the 5™ Division Signals School at Codford for a course of instruction
from 23 January 1918, but he subsequently contracted influenza and was hospitalised at the
3 New Zealand Hospital between 22 March — 16 April.

After a further two months training, he left England on 1 July. He landed in France the next
day and was taken on strength of the 59" Battalion, in the field near Morlancourt, on 10 July.

Just four days later, he was evacuated to the 61* Casualty Clearing Station suffering from
otitis media. Later diagnosed with meningitis, he was transferred to the 5" General Hospital
at Rouen on 18 July, where he subsequently died of the disease on 21 July 1918.

Private 3460 John Arthur Ralston was buried in the St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen,
France on 23 July 1918.
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Name: Ralston, John Arthur (Jack)

Service Number

3460

Date enlisted

21 April 1917

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

59" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Cadets. Also tried to enlist at age 16.

Date and ship embarked for overseas

16 July 1917
HMAT A16 Port Melbourne

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years (3 May 1899)

Place of birth

Port Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Ralston, Mr John, father,
Portarlington, Victoria

Permanent address

Portarlington, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 9 stone, 4 lbs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 59 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France

Fate Died of disease (meningitis)
Date and place died 21 July 1918
5" General Hospital, Rouen, France
Cemetery details St Sever Cemetery Extension,
Rouen, France.
Block Q, Plot III, Row B, Grave 5
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Half-brother of Frederick and Lewis Martinsen.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll, St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll, Portarlington

Honor Roll, St John’s Anglican Church Honor Roll

and Portarlington War Memorial.
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George Francis Robinson DCM

Private (Pte) 3914 George Francis Robinson enlisted in the 22" Infantry Battalion in the 6
Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Melbourne on 12 July 1915. He embarked
overseas on 8 February 1916 and disembarked in Egypt in early March.

He embarked for France on 21 March and landed at Marseilles six days later, where he joined
the 2" Division Base Depot at Etaples for training. He was formally taken on strength of the
220 Battalion, in the field at Sausage Valley, near Pozieres, on 31 July, one of 157
reinforcements received that day.

On 22 August, the 2" Australian Division, including the 22" Battalion, entered the line in
front of Mouquet Farm, a heavily fortified enemy structure that had already held up the
advance in front of Pozieres for several weeks. The 2™ Division attacked on 26 August and
was repulsed with the loss of over 1,200 casualties. Although held in reserve on the day, the
22" Battalion sustained 44 casualties, one of whom was Pte Robinson, who received a
gunshot wound to his right knee.

He was evacuated to the 5" General Hospital at Rouen from 28 August — 7 September and
eventually rejoined the 22" Battalion on 4 October 1916. Just a week later, he was treated for
tonsilitis at the 15" Casualty Clearing Station between 11 — 19 October.

He was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 1 February 1917 and the battalion moved to
the Somme, where they spent several short stints in the front line near Gueudecourt and Le
Sars, in atrocious conditions, for the loss of 27 casualties (three killed).

On 24 February, word filtered through that the Germans were in the process of evacuating
their lines, and the battalion was tasked with sending out a patrol east of Le Sars. At 1:00 am
the next morning, the patrol moved forward. The battalion diary noted that, “the remarkable
quietness was extraordinary...and the night was intensely dark and so foggy that keeping
direction was a most difficult task.” They occupied the German line without incident, but
later that day were ordered to attack the next line of trenches. As the troops were tired, and
the ground was still difficult to move across, the attack failed at the cost of 60 casualties.

As a result of the poor conditions, L. Cpl Robinson came down with scabies and psoriasis, for
which he was treated at several local medical facilities between 23 March — 14 May 1917. He
spent a further two months at the 2" Division Base Depot at le Havre before he rejoined the
220 Battalion on 31 July.

On 12 September, the 22" Battalion moved north to Belgium to take part in the 1% and 2™
Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, east of Ypres. The dawn attack on 20 September
1917 was successful and the Australians advanced 1,500 metres and captured their objectives,
albeit at a cost of over 5,000 casualties. The 22" Battalion, held mostly in reserve,
nevertheless lost 33 men killed and 63 wounded.

Following the action, L Cpl Robinson was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 25 September.
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On the night of 3 October, the 22" Battalion moved up into the front line positions near
Zonnebeke, Belgium in readiness for their involvement for the next phase of Third Ypres.

The Australians, including the 22" Battalion, rose from their shell holes at 6:00 am on 4
October and ran headlong into a German attack that had also just commenced. The Battle of
Broodseinde Ridge continued and was a great success. The Germans were routed, and the

newly captured ground was consolidated, at a cost to the battalion of 239 casualties, including
82 killed.

Although heavy rain had been falling constantly since the success at Broodseinde, the British
nevertheless decided to launch another attack toward Passchendaele, this time from
Poelcapelle, on 9 October. At 5:20 am, the 2™ Australian Division (including the 22
Battalion) advanced and held the right flank in front of Broodseinde for a time, but inevitably,
the whole attack eventually floundered in the mud and cost the battalion 56 men.

Like the bulk of the AIF, the 22" Battalion remained in the Ypres and Messines area during
late 1917 and early 1918 recovering and re-organising after Third Ypres, which is also where
Cpl Robinson was promoted to Lance Sergeant (L Sgt) on 23 March.

Following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22" Battalion was rushed
south and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, although the main enemy attack had petered out
by the time they arrived.

On 19 May 1918, the 6" Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the
front line around Morlancourt. The 22" Battalion was heavily involved in the assault which
was considered a complete success with 330 German prisoners and 45 machine guns
captured. Overall battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed).

For his actions during the above assault, L Sgt Robinson was recommended for, and later
awarded, the Distinguished Conduct Medal (second only to the Victoria Cross). The citation
read:

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty during the attack on VILLE-SUR-
ANCRE on the morning of 19" inst. This N.C.O, who had charge of a platoon,
displayed great personal bravery. While advancing under heavy fire, all his Lewis
gunners became casualties. He at once seized the Lewis gun, and moving forward
with the gun at the hip, silenced an enemy gun which was inflicting heavy casualties
on our line. On reaching the objective, he reorganised his men and led out a post to
cover the work of consolidation. On returning to the line where his men were digging
in, although subjected to heavy sniping fire, he personally supervised the work being
carried out. That night he took one man and a Lewis gun into NO MAN’S LAND and
engaged and silenced an enemy M.G. and brought two men who had been wounded
during the attack safely back with him.”

Resting after the battle, L Sgt Robinson was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 23 May 1918.
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By mid-July the 22" Battalion had moved to the Aubigny area and while here it was
subjected to several prolonged German gas bombardments. While Sgt Robinson reported

suffering the effects of gas poisoning on 10 July, after a brief treatment at the 6™ Field
Ambulance, he returned to full duty the next day.

But the effects of gas poisoning could in fact take several days to manifest themselves, and
Sgt Robinson was evacuated sick with a disorderly action of the heart just ten days later. He
was initially treated at the 3™ General Hospital at Abbeville from 27 July — 18 August, then

transferred to England, where he was admitted to the Bermondsey Military Hospital between
20 August — 16 September.

He returned to duty at the Sutton Veny Camp on 21 October but obviously suffered from the
effects of the gas for some time, as he was invalided home to Australia on 31 March 1919.

Sergeant 3914 George Francis Robinson DCM disembarked in Melbourne on 21 May, where
he was medically discharged from the AIF a year later, on 11 June 1920, which suggests he
spent time undergoing further medical treatment after he arrived back in Australia.
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Name: Robinson, George Francis

Service Number

3914

Date enlisted

12 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

22" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

70" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 18 months

Date and ship embarked for overseas

8 February 1916
HMAT A69 Warilda

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 6 months

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Roman Catholic

Next of kin and address

Robinson, Mr John, father,
48 The Strand, Newport, Victoria

Permanent address

Newport, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 % inches, weight — 11 stone, 4 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35/38 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit 22 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

26 August 1916
Mouquet Farm, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to right knee

Date and place wounded (2)

10 July 1918
Aubigny, France

Nature of wounds (2) Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia |31 March 1919
HT Khyber

Date discharged

11 June 1920

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals Distinguished Conduct Medal, British War Medal,
Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Henry, John and Leo Robinson.

Attended St Leonards State School.
Died 30 March 1948 (due to war service).
Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll.
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Henry William Robinson

Corporal (Cpl) 642 Henry William Robinson enlisted in the Railways Corps in Melbourne on
1 February 1917 and embarked overseas on 19 February.

Enroute to England, his troopship HMAT Ballarat was torpedoed by the German submarine
U-32 in the English Channel on 25 April 1917. All 1,752 people on board were taken off the
ship within an hour and no lives were lost. Initial efforts to tow the ship to shallow water
failed, and she sank off The Lizard the next morning.

Cpl Robinson disembarked in Devonport later the same day, where he joined the 1%
Australian Railway Operating Depot at Bordon and was taken on strength of the 15"
Australian Light Railway Operating Company (LROC). The company left England on 29
May and landed in France the next day, where they travelled north to Poperinghe.

The British Army formed the light railway companies during 1916, and they were deployed
to the Western Front from early 1917. Their operation facilitated the more efficient movement
of men and supplies from the major railheads to the front lines, reduced the heavy reliance on
horse transport and avoided the cluttered and, often damaged, road networks.

At times, there was also a significant movement of men between the light railway operating
companies. For example, Cpl Robinson was detached for duty with the 33" British LROC
(11 September — 1 October 1917) and the 5" New Zealand LROC (29 January — 13 February
1918), after which he returned to his own unit, which was re-designated the 1% Australian
Light Railway Operating Company on 28 February 1918.
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After another short detachment, this time to the 20™ British LROC from 30 April — 12 May,
he was granted leave in England between 18 July — 2 August, and again from 3 — 19 April
1919, after the war had ended. He left France for the final time on 2 May and embarked for

return to Australia on 1 July.

Corporal 642 Henry William Robinson disembarked in Melbourne on 17 August, where he
was discharged from the AIF on 27 November 1919.

Name: Robinson, Henry William

Service Number

642

Date enlisted

1 February 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Corporal

Initial Unit Railway Corps

Date and ship embarked for overseas |19 February 1917
HMAT A70 Ballarat

Stated age/DOB (if known)

26 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Williamstown, Victoria

Marital status

Married

Occupation Fireman (Victorian Railways)
Religion Roman Catholic
Next of kin and address Robinson, Mrs Elsie, wife,

Dandenong, Victoria

Permanent address

Dandenong, Victoria

Appearance Sallow complexion, black hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 4 inches, weight — 10 stone, 8 lbs,
chest measurement — 37/40 inches
Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit I** Australian Light Railway Operating Company
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |1 July 1919
HT Karmala

Date discharged

27 November 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Attended St Leonards State School.

Brother of George, John and Leo Robinson.
Died 3 February 1966.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll.
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John Robinson

Private (Pte) 1658 John Robinson enlisted in the 37" Infantry Battalion in the 10™ Infantry
Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 17 March 1916. He embarked
overseas on 27 May and disembarked in Plymouth on 18 July, where he was joined the 37
Battalion at Lark Hill Camp on 10 August 1916.

The battalion left England on 22 November and disembarked in France the next day, where
they entrained for the Armentieres sector in the north.

The 37" Battalion’s first major engagement on the Western Front occurred on 7 June 1917 at
the Battle of Messines Ridge, where the 3™ Division helped capture the high ground with
New Zealand and British troops — 37" Battalion casualties numbered 402.

The battalion later moved up to the Zonnebeke area on 2 October in preparation for an attack
on Broodseinde Ridge, which began at 6:00 am on the morning of 4 October. The 37
Battalion sustained another 224 casualties, but all the objectives were achieved, and the battle
was considered a success. Then the rain started to fall.

The battalion’s next action, an attack on the village of Passchendaele on 12 October, was a
disaster. The soldiers were subjected to German artillery fire while they waited then, once the
attack commenced, were pinned down by machine gun fire and hindered by deep mud, so
made no headway at all, at a cost to the 37" Battalion of 71 men killed and 179 wounded.

Things quietened down at the conclusion of Third Ypres in November 1917, and the
Australians used the next few months to recuperate and re-train. Pte Robinson was granted
leave in England from 29 January — 14 February 1918, during which time he married Miss
Mildred Street at Guildford, Surrey on 8 February.

69



After news of a massive German offensive on the Somme filtered through in late March, the
3" Division was rushed south to help stem the German advance. While the main enemy thrust
had petered out by the time they arrived at Morlancourt Ridge on 28 March, and only minor
skirmishes ensued, the battalion remained in the area for several months.

AUSTRA L& WAR MEWIDRIAL EI4702

The 37" Battalion occupying a sunken road in front of Marett Wood, on Morlancourt Ridge, 7 April 1918.
The Germans occupied the ridge in the distance.

The 37" Battalion was 10" Brigade reserve for the allies’ Amiens offensive on 8 August and
played no active part. They did, however, take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on
10 August, for the loss of 103 casualties. As the Germans retreated, the front line kept moving
east and from 28 — 31 August 1918 the battalion supported the 2" Division’s left flank in an
action near Clery-sur-Somme.

By late September the allies had reached the Hindenburg Line. The 3™ Division, which
included the heavily depleted 37" Battalion, joined with the 5" Division and the full strength
27" and 30™ American Divisions for an attack which commenced on 29 September.

As planned, the 3" Division “passed through” the 27" American Division the next day but
discovered the inexperienced Americans had not sufficiently cleared out the German dugouts.
As such, hundreds of German soldiers emerged behind the attackers, meaning the Australians
not only had to capture their own objectives, but also many of the American objectives too.
This took several more days of hard fighting until the Australians were finally relieved on 3
October.

Following the battle, 37" Battalion strength was just 90 rifles, so the decision was made to
disband the battalion and re-allocate the remaining men within the 10" Brigade. Pte Robinson
was subsequently transferred to the 38" Infantry Battalion on 12 October 1918.
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He was granted leave in England from 7 — 25 November then returned to France. He sailed to
England for the final time on 28 February 1919 and, together with his new wife, embarked for
Australia on 23 July.

Private 1658 John Robinson disembarked in Melbourne on 11 September, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 26 October 1919.

Name: Robinson, John

Service Number 1658
Date enlisted 17 March 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 37" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |27 May 1916
HMAT A1l Ascanius
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years, 9 months
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Roman Catholic
Next of kin and address Robinson, Mr John, father,
48 The Strand, Newport, Victoria
Permanent address Newport, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 8 stone, 9 lbs,
chest measurement — 34/37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 38" Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |23 July 1919
HT Canberra (with wife)
Date discharged 26 October 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Married Mildred Emily Street at St Hugh’s Catholic

Church, Guildford, Surrey on 8 February 1918.
Brother of George, Henry and Leo Robinson.
Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll.
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Leo Edward Robinson

Private (Pte) 7550 Leo Edward Robinson enlisted in the 5™ Infantry Battalion at
Williamstown on 30 May 1917.

He embarked overseas on 4 August and disembarked in Glasgow on 2 October, where he
joined the 2" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Durrington Camp.

While on leave in the local village of Warminster on 22 November, Pte Robinson was
deemed to be in possession of a “defaced pass” and was subsequently awarded 28 days’ Field
Punishment No. 2 on his return to camp. This usually involved undertaking extra work duties.

On 29 December, he was diagnosed with a hernia and sent to the No. 2 Convalescent Camp at
Weymouth. He obviously didn’t recover from his condition, as he later embarked for return to
Australia on 31 January 1918.

Private 7550 Leo Edward Robinson disembarked in Melbourne on 13 April, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 18 May 1918.
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Name: Robinson, Leo Edward

Service Number 7550

Date enlisted 30 May 1917

Place enlisted Williamstown, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 5% Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Naval Reserve — 4 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

4 August 1917
HMAT A32 Themistocles

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 10 months

Place of birth

Williamstown, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Boilermaker
Religion Roman Catholic

Next of kin and address

Robinson, Mrs Mary, mother,
48 The Strand, Newport, Victoria

Permanent address

Newport, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 9 stone, 1 1b,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 5™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Nil

Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |31 January 1918
HT Osterley
Date discharged 18 May 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (hernia)
Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Attended St Leonards State School.

Brother of George, Henry and John Robinson.
Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll.
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Henry Roger Scrieck

Private (Pte) 1773 Henry Roger Scrieck enlisted in the 23" Infantry Battalion in the 6
Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Melbourne, under the alias Harry Scrieck
Rogers, on 21 May 1915.

The battalion embarked overseas on 16 July and disembarked in Egypt in mid-August. Two
weeks later, they sailed for Gallipoli on 30 August and landed there late on 4 September,
where they took up defensive positions in the Lone Pine trenches the next day. They
remained in this area for several months.

On 29 November 1915, their positions came under heavy Turkish artillery fire and Pte
Scrieck sustained shrapnel wounds to his head and right hand during the bombardment. He
was evacuated via hospital ship to Malta on 3 December, where he was admitted to St Paul’s
Hospital between 4 — 31 December.

While recuperating at a convalescent camp in Malta, on 16 January 1916, Pte Scrieck was
arrested for being drunk, resisting arrest and wilfully damaging property, for which he was
sentenced to 120 days’ detention and fined £12 1s.

Pte Scrieck eventually arrived back in Egypt on 28 May 1916, where he joined the 15"
(Brigade) Training Battalion at Tel el Kebir the next day. He left Egypt on 21 June and
disembarked in Marseilles on 30 June, where he joined the 5™ Division Base Details at
Etaples.

While there, he contracted diphtheria and was hospitalised at the 24™ General Hospital from
25 August — 8 September, then transferred to the 5 Convalescent Depot at Boulogne between
10 September — 3 October. Shortly afterward, he contracted venereal disease and was
admitted to the 18™ General Hospital at Camiers between 9 October — 16 January 1917.

Following his release, Pte Scrieck was transferred and taken on strength of the 57% Infantry
Battalion in the 15™ Infantry Brigade of the 5" Australian Division at Bernafay Camp on 22
January.

The 57" Battalion moved south to Gueudecourt in early March, where patrols discovered that
the Germans had vacated their forward trench system and withdrawn to newly-prepared
positions on the Hindenburg Line. The battalion cautiously moved forward, bypassed
Bapaume, and occupied Reincourt on 21 March.

As they took over the forward outposts beyond Beaumetz late on 23 March, an enemy
artillery bombardment coincided with two German trench raids, and it was here that Pte
Scrieck was killed in action on 24 March 1917.

His body was not recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 1773 Henry Roger Scrieck is remembered on the Australian National Memorial,
Villers-Bretonneux, France.
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Name: Scrieck, Henry Roger (aka Rogers, Harry Scrieck)

Service Number 1773
Date enlisted 21 May 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 23 Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |16 July 1915

HMAT A64 Demosthenes

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 8 months

Place of birth Bordeaux, France
Marital status Single

Occupation Farm hand
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Bowman, Mr George, friend,
10 Daisy Street, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, dark brown hair, light brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 inches, weight — 9 stone, 4 1bs,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 57" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place wounded

29 November 1915
Lone Pine, Gallipoli, Turkey

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to head and right hand

Date and place died 24 March 1917
Beaumetz, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian
National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Connection to St Leonards is unclear but he may

have been a farm hand on a local property.
Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll.
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Sydney Herbert Smith

The Reverend Sydney Herbert Smith was commissioned as a Captain (Chaplain 4™ Class) in
the AIF on 14 November 1916. Appointed for the voyage only, he embarked three days later.

He disembarked in Plymouth on 30 January 1917, where he joined the 8" (Brigade) Training
Battalion at Hurdcott Camp on 9 February. After seven months there, he embarked for return
to Australia on 27 September.

Captain (Chaplain 4™ Class) Sydney Herbert Smith disembarked in Melbourne on 18
November 1917, where his Commission in the AIF was terminated later the same day.

Name: Smith, Sydney Herbert

Date enlisted 14 November 1916

Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Captain (Chaplain 4" Class)

Initial Unit Australian Army Chaplains Department

Date and ship embarked for overseas |17 November 1916
HMAT AS55 Kyarra

Stated age/DOB (if known) 32 years, 10 months (1 January 1884)

Place of birth Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status Married

Occupation Clergyman

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Smith, Mrs Annie, wife,
190 Brighton Road, Elsternwick, Victoria

Permanent address Elsternwick Victoria

Appearance Height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 11 stone,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Captain (Chaplain 4™ Class)

Final Unit Australian Army Chaplains Department

Theatres of war served in Nil

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |27 September 1917
HT Suevic

Date discharged 18 November 1917

Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals British War Medal

Notes Former Vicar at St Paul’s Church. Died 1980.
Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll, St John’s Anglican Church Honor Roll
(Portarlington) and St Paul’s Anglican Church Roll
of Honour (Linton).
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Thomas Percy Swinburne

Private (Pte) 2006 Thomas Percy Swinburne enlisted in the 57™ Infantry Battalion in the 15"
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 4 March 1916. He embarked
overseas on 8 July and disembarked at Devonport on 31 August, where he later joined the 15%
(Brigade) Training Battalion at Perham Downs Camp on 10 October.

Between 29 January — 21 February 1917, Pte Swinburne attended the 7" Rifle Course at the
Tidworth School of Musketry, from which he qualified as 1% Class (Distinguished).

He left England on 5 April and landed in France two days later, where he was taken on
strength of the 57™ Battalion, in the field at Reincourt, on 16 April.

During the Second Battle of Bullecourt, the 57 Battalion moved into the new front line
between 9 — 13 May to defend the gains made by the 2™ Division, for the loss of 73
casualties, one of whom was Pte Swinburne who suffered shell shock on 12 May 1917.

He passed through several medical facilities before also being diagnosed with trench fever,
for which he was treated at 5" General Hospital in Rouen from 29 May — 8 June. He was then
transferred to England and admitted to the Exeter War Hospital between 9 June — 25 October
1917.

Pte Swinburne spent the next eight months at various camps in England then contracted
influenza and was admitted to the 3™ New Zealand Hospital from 27 June — 22 August 1918.
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Shortly after his discharge, on 19 October, he embarked for return to Australia suffering from
a general debility.

Private 2006 Thomas Percy Swinburne disembarked in Melbourne on 27 December, where
he was medically discharged from the AIF on 27 January 1919.

Name: Swinburne, Thomas Percy

Service Number 2006
Date enlisted 4 March 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 57" Infantry Battalion
Previous military service CMF — 6 months, Cadets — 4 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas |8 July 1916
HMAT A31 Adjana
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 4 months
Place of birth Richmond, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Assistant auditor
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Swinburne, Mr Percy, father,
19 Fawkner Street, South Yarra, Victoria
Permanent address South Yarra, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,

height — 5 feet 8 72 inches, weight — 8 stone, 6 lbs,
chest measurement — 31/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 57" Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 12 May 1917
Bullecourt, France
Nature of wounds Shell shock
Date and ship embarked for Australia |19 October 1918
HT Sardinia
Date discharged 27 January 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (debility)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Family had resided in the St Leonards district at
some stage.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll and St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll.
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Alexander Tyson

Sapper (Spr) 18804 Alexander Tyson enlisted in the 1% Australian Divisional Signals
Company in Melbourne on 2 October 1916.

While undertaking his signals training, he was declared a deserter from the AIF at a Board of
Enquiry held at Seymour Camp on 7 March 1917 and a warrant was issued for his arrest. He
subsequently returned to camp on 1 May, but his service record is silent with respect to the
reason for his absence, or whether his return was voluntary or enforced.

In any event, he embarked overseas on 4 August and disembarked in Glasgow on 2 October,
where he joined the Signals Section of the Engineers Training Depot at Shefford on 5
November.

His training completed, Spr Tyson departed England on 3 March 1918 and landed in France
the next day, where he was re-mustered as a Driver (Dvr) and taken on strength of the
Australian Corps Headquarters Signals Company at Fletre on 26 March.

The signal company’s role was to provide and deal with communications from Australian
Corps Headquarters to/from those of superior/subordinate formations, such as British 4
Army and the five Australian Divisions.

The company moved south to the Somme sector in early April, following the German Spring
Offensive in late March, and established communications at Villers Bocage on 5 April 1918.

They then moved to Bertangles on 6 May, where they remained for the next three months.

Following the success of the allies’ Amiens offensive, the company moved east to Glisy on 14
August and then to Mericourt I’Abbe on 1 September and Buire Wood on 1 October.

Following the signing of the Armistice on 11 November, Dvr Tyson was granted leave to
Paris from 24 November — 7 December, then additional leave in England between 3 — 24
February 1919.

He left France for the last time on 8 April and spent the next four months at Sutton Veny
Camp, before he embarked for return to Australia on 19 August.

Driver 18804 Alexander Tyson disembarked in Sydney on 9 October, then made his way to
Melbourne where he was discharged from the AIF on 10 November 1919.
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Name: Tyson, Alexander

Service Number

18804

Date enlisted

2 October 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sapper

Initial Unit

¥ Divisional Signals Company

Date and ship embarked for overseas

4 August 1917
HMAT A32 Themistocles

Stated age/DOB (if known)

32 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Donald, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Farmer

Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address Tyson, Mrs Elizabeth, mother,

Donald, Victoria

Permanent address

Melbourne, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 9 stone, 5 lbs,
chest measurement — 36/38 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit Australian Corps Headquarters Signal Company

Theatres of war served in France

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |19 August 1919
HT Ajana

Date discharged

10 November 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Farm worker at St Leonards prior to enlisting.
Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll.
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Digby Hoskins Willan

Boer War veteran, Trooper (Tpr) 3443 Digby Hoskins Willan enlisted in the 8" Light Horse
(LH) Regiment in the 3™ Light Horse Brigade in Melbourne on 12 February 1917. He
embarked overseas on 7 September and disembarked in Egypt on 19 October, where he later
joined the 3 Light Horse (Brigade) Training Regiment at Moascar on 10 December.

He left Egypt in late December and was taken on strength of the 8" LH Regiment, in the field
at Deir el Belah, Gaza, on 8 January 1918.

On 30 April the 8" Light Horse crossed the River Jordan and assaulted the town of Es Salt,
capturing 200 prisoners and 28 machine guns. They also repulsed several counter attacks over
the next few days and captured another 319 prisoners on 3 May. The situation on the flanks,
however, was far less certain, and a large Turkish relief force had been observed on the road
from Amman. The regiment was eventually ordered to withdraw to the Jordan Valley on 4
May, having sustained 26 casualties.

i F.‘.t..\,-\_ - |J"-l ¢ " Lailr

Exhausted Australian Light Horsemen returning from Es Salt, May 1918

The very next day, Tpr Willan was evacuated sick with diarrhoea. He passed through the
various casualty clearing stations along the Sinai coast until he arrived back in Egypt, where
he was treated at the 14™ Australian General Hospital at Port Said from 11 May — 16 August.

He was subsequently diagnosed with myalgia on 9 September and spent the remainder of the
war at various Light Horse Details camps and rest camps, including Moascar, where he was
fined seven days’ pay for insolence and disobeying an order on 12 April 1919. He eventually
embarked for return to Australia on 3 July.
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Trooper 3443 Digby Hoskins Willan disembarked in Melbourne on 7 August, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 15 September 1919.

Name: Willan, Digby Hoskins

Service Number 3443
Date enlisted 12 February 1917
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Trooper
Initial Unit 8™ Light Horse Regiment
Previous military service Boer War — 5™ Victorian Mounted Rifles
1901 — 1902
Date and ship embarked for overseas |7 September 1917
HMAT AS5 Kyarra
Stated age/DOB (if known) 35 years, 9 months
Place of birth Hawksburn, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Manager
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Willan, Mr Charles, father,
Elgin Avenue, Armadale, Victoria
Permanent address Armadale, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, grey hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 9 stone, 5 lbs,
chest measurement — 36/38 inches

Final Rank Trooper
Final Unit 8™ Light Horse Regiment
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Palestine
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |3 July 1919
HT Malta
Date discharged 15 September 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (myalgia)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Family owned (or leased) a holiday house in the St

Leonards district.

Brother of Geoffrey Willan.

Home Service WW2 (SN N102100).

Died 30 June 1962.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll and St Martin’s Anglican Church Honor
Roll (Hawksburn).

82



Geoffrey Parker Willan MiD

Lance Corporal (L Cpl) 5151 Geoffrey Parker Willan enlisted in the 3™ Light Horse Brigade
Train at Broadmeadows on 30 October 1914. He embarked overseas on 2 February 1915 and
disembarked in Egypt in early March.

While most of the Light Horse embarked for Gallipoli during May — June 1915, the bulk of
the transport elements, including L Cpl Willan, remained in Egypt to organise the supplies
needed by the men at the front.

He was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) at Heliopolis on 28 January 1916, then transferred to the
newly formed 5™ Australian Division on 3 April, before eventually being taken on strength of
the 5™ Divisional Ammunition Column (DAC) at Moascar on 25 May.

The column departed Egypt on 18 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 25 June, where
they travelled north to le Havre to collect their horses, equipment and wagons.

He was detached for duty with the Artillery School in France on 27 July, where he was also
promoted to Second Lieutenant (2" Lt) on 19 August. On his return, he was taken on strength
of the 14" Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 5™ Australian Division on 29 August 1916.

From early November 1916, the brigade operated in the Flers/Gueudecourt area, where the
men experienced the harsh northern winter for the first time, and where 2™ Lt Willan was
promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 9 December.

Many succumbed to illness during this period, including Lt Willan, who contracted laryngitis
and a fever and was hospitalised at the 39" General Hospital at Etaples from 23 December —
2 April 1917.

He then came down with mumps and spent three weeks at the 24™ General Hospital, also at
Etaples, between 14 April — 4 May and rejoined the 14™ FAB near Morchies on 30 May.

He was granted leave in France from 3 — 17 July, during which time the brigade moved north
and had reached Godewaersvelde by 18 July. Three days later, under the temporary command
of the 15™ (Scottish) Division, the 14" FAB moved into the front line and fired on Wildes
Wood, near Pilckem Ridge — the object of the opening battle of Third Ypres, which began on
31 July.

They remained in the line throughout August and were finally rested on 9 September, where
they billeted in Steenvorde. They returned to the firing line and supported several British and
Australian attacks during 1 — 14 October, when they were again rested. During this period in
the line, the brigade was subjected to numerous German gas bombardments, and many men
were evacuated ill from the effects of the gas.

Lt Willan was evacuated sick with debility on 28 October and was granted three weeks at the
2" Anzac Officers Rest House from 28 October — 18 November, when he rejoined the brigade
at Reninghelst.
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The brigade then wintered in the general Ypres and Messines area, and Lt Willan was granted
additional leave in France between 27 December — 12 January 1918, after which he attended
the Machine Gun School from 1 — 16 March.

In late March, following news of the German offensive in the south, the 14™ FAB moved to
the Somme region and entered the firing line near Bonnay, in support of the 5" Division
infantry, on 6 April 1918. They operated in this general vicinity for the next few months.

On 27 June, Lt Willan was seconded for duty with the Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery
(RBAA) in England. He left France two days later and joined the RBAA at its Heytesbury
Camp on 3 July, where he remained until the end of the war.

Lt Willan was awarded a Mention in General Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatches on 8 November
(no details available) and then detached for duty at AIF Headquarters in London from 11
December.

He subsequently embarked for return to Australia, deciding to travel via America at his own
expense, on 10 January 1919.

Lieutenant Geoffrey Parker Willan disembarked in Melbourne on 24 February, where his
Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF was terminated on 29 March 1919.

LIEUTENANT

G. P. WILLAN
S EIELD ARTILLERY )
BRIGADE
iZe 4 1974 AGE 84

Lieutenant Geoffrey Willan s memorial plaque at Springvale Cemetery
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Name: Willan, Geoffrey Parker

Service Number

5151

Date enlisted

30 October 1914

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Lance Corporal

Initial Unit

3" Light Horse Brigade Train

Previous military service

Senior cadets — 5 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

2 February 1915
HMAT AS51 Chilka

Stated age/DOB (if known)

25 years, 3 months (17 August 1889)

Place of birth

Hawksburn, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Stockman
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Willan, Mr Charles, father, “Larundel”,
Irving Road, Toorak, Victoria

Permanent address

Toorak, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 10 stone, 2 1bs,
chest measurement — 34/38 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant

Final Unit 14" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |10 January 1919
HT Osterley

Date discharged

29 March 1919

Nature of discharge

Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals Mention in Despatches, 1914-15 Star, British War
Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Family owned (or leased) a holiday house in the St

Leonards district.

Brother of Digby Willan.

Home service WW2 (SN N76987).

Died 13 April 1974.

Remembered on the St Paul’s Anglican Church
Honor Roll, St Martin’s Anglican Church Honor
Roll (Hawksburn) and the Geelong College Roll of
Honour.
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Arthur Thomas (Con) Wright

Private (Pte) 1501 Arthur Thomas Wright enlisted in the 1% Divisional Ammunition Park in
Melbourne on 26 October 1914 and embarked for Egypt on 22 December. While enroute, the
ship was diverted to England, where they disembarked on 15 February 1915.

They left England on 12 July and disembarked at Rouen on 15 July, becoming one of the first
Australian units to serve in France, predating the arrival of the bulk of the AIF by eight
months. They drove north to Steenvorde, where they were redesignated as 17" Division
Ammunition Sub Park and operated under the command of the British 17" Division.

Pte Wright was promoted to Driver (Dvr) on 28 August and then granted leave in France from
10 — 17 April 1916, around the time the unit was renamed 1% Division Ammunition Sub Park,
and its command reverted to the recently arrived 1% Australian Division.

The year 1917 was an eventful one for Dvr Wright, who was treated at several medical
facilities for various ailments, including a foot abscess (9 — 16 January), middle ear infection
(16 February — 5 March) and venereal disease (6 September — 30 October). He was also
granted additional leave in France between 19 — 29 June and charged with being drunk while
driving a motor lorry on 3 September, for which he was docked 21 days’ pay.

Dvr Wright was given furlough in England from 6 — 21 February 1918 and, three weeks after
his return to France, the unit was renamed 1% Australian Mechanical Transport Company and
became part of the 1* Division Supply Column on 12 March.
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He departed France for the final time on 2 November and landed in England the next day,
where he embarked for return to Australia (on 1914 leave) on 3 December 1918.

Driver 1501 Arthur Thomas Wright disembarked in Melbourne on 27 January, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 28 March 1919.

Name: Wright, Arthur Thomas (Con)

Service Number

1501

Date enlisted

26 October 1914

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

15t Divisional Ammunition Park

Date and ship embarked for overseas

22 December 1914
HMAT A40 Ceramic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years, 1 month

Place of birth

Maftra, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Holden, Mrs Frances, mother,
St Leonards, Victoria

Permanent address

St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 11 stone,
chest measurement — 36/38 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 1% Australian Mechanical Transport Company

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

3 December 1918
HT Port Hacking

Date discharged 28 March 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of George Wright.

Died 26 August 1965.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll, St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll, Portarlington
Honor Roll and Portarlington War Memorial.
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George Wright

Private (Pte) 2552 George Wright enlisted in the 54" Infantry Battalion in the 14" Infantry
Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Dubbo on 9 March 1916. He embarked overseas on
19 August and disembarked in Plymouth on 13 October, where he joined the 14™ (Brigade)
Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He left England on 14 December and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 54 Battalion, in the field at Buire, on 24 December 1916.

The conditions in the trenches during the northern winter were atrocious and Pte Wright came
down with a fever on 12 February 1917. He was initially treated at the 15" Field Ambulance,
then transferred to the Canadian General Hospital at Etaples between 2 — 9 March, before he
rejoined the 54™ Battalion on 12 April.

During the Second Battle of Bullecourt, the 54 Battalion moved into the new front line
between 13 — 18 May to defend the gains made by the 2™ Division. They fought off several
strong German counterattacks and lost 282 men, including 81 killed or missing.

Pte Wright contracted influenza on 1 June and was treated at the 10" General Hospital at
Rouen until 17 June, when he was transferred to England. He was admitted to the Bath War
Hospital between 18 June — 17 July, then granted leave.

While recuperating at Perham Downs Camp, Pte Wright was charged with drunkenness and
violently resisting arrest on 26 July, for which he was awarded ten days’ Field Punishment
No. 2 — which essentially meant extra work duties.
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Not long after, it was discovered that Pte Wright suffered from a loss of cartilage in his right
knee joint, and he was returned to Australia for Home Service on 27 August.

Private 2252 George Wright disembarked in Sydney on 24 October, where he was medically
discharged from the AIF on 5 December 1917.

Name: Wright, George

Service Number 2252

Date enlisted 9 March 1916

Place enlisted Dubbo, NSW

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 54" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |19 August 1916
HMAT A42 Boorara

Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years, 3 months

Place of birth Stratford, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Labourer

Religion Roman Catholic

Next of kin and address Holden, Mrs Frances, mother,
St Leonards, Victoria

Permanent address St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, light brown hair, grey eyes,

height — 5 feet 9 % inches, weight — 8 stone, 12 lbs,
chest measurement — 32/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 54" Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |27 August 1917
HT New Zealand
Date discharged 5 December 1917
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (right knee)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Arthur Wright.

Died 1 November 1986.

Remembered on the St Leonards Honor Roll, St
Paul’s Anglican Church Honor Roll, Portarlington
Honor Roll and Portarlington War Memorial.
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Infantry Battalion:
Billets:

Infantry Brigade:

Casualties:

CMF
Corps:

Infantry Division:

Enfilade:

Field Artillery Brigade:

Flank:
Light Horse Brigade:

Light Horse Regiment:

Trench Foot/Feet:
Salient:

Shrapnel:
Squadron (AFC):
Squadron (LH):

Taken on Strength:

Glossary

Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and
stables

Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men
at full strength)

Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military
action

Citizen’s Military Force or Militia
Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff
(~18,000 men at full strength)

The position of trenches or troops making them subject to
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to
six) 18-pounder field guns

The left or right side of a body of troops

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet
and cold conditions

An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or
line of defence

Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full
strength)

Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130
men (at full strength)

The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and
accommodating him from that date
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