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Infantry Battalion:
Billets:

Infantry Brigade:

Casualties:

CMF
Corps:

Infantry Division:

Enfilade:

Field Artillery Brigade:

Flank:
Light Horse Brigade:

Light Horse Regiment:

Trench Foot/Feet:
Salient:

Shrapnel:
Squadron (AFC):
Squadron (LH):

Taken on Strength:

Glossary of Military Terms

Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and
stables

Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men
at full strength)

Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military
action

Citizen’s Military Force or Militia
Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff
(~18,000 men at full strength)

The position of trenches or troops making them subject to
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to
six) 18-pounder field guns

The left or right side of a body of troops

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet
and cold conditions

An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or
line of defence

Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full
strength)

Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130
men (at full strength)

The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and
accommodating him from that date



John Edwin Britnell

Sergeant (Sgt) 32 John Edwin Britnell enlisted in the 54™ Battery in the Siege Artillery
Brigade in Brisbane on 7 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the
Suez Canal to England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August and joined the
Siege Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent.

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries,
the 54™ and 55™, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers
respectively (increased to six in July 1917).

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36™ Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the
command of the British 17" Corps, and Sgt Britnell was promoted to Battery Quartermaster
Sergeant (BQMS) on 1 April.

In early July, the 36" HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the
control of the British 10" Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval and, on 23 July, they fired in support of
Australian infantry for the first time in the war when the 1 Division attacked and captured
Pozieres. They remained in this area, supporting Australian, British and Canadian infantry,
for the next eight months.

BQMS Britnell was promoted to Battery Sergeant Major (BSM) on 16 December and then
transferred to the 55" Battery on 31 December 1916



Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 36" HAG moved to
Sapignies, north of Bapaume, in mid-March 1917, where they fired on Bullecourt. By early
April the battery was operating near Athies, on the Arras front.

BSM Britnell was granted leave in England from 2 — 15 June 1917 and then attached to
Brigade Headquarters from 9 — 22 September.

In late September, the battery moved to Voormezeele and fired on Passchendaele Ridge
several times during the month, and on 1 October 1917, German aircraft bombed the 55™
Battery’s position and caused 18 casualties.

With the conclusion of Third Ypres, the situation quietened down somewhat and BSM
Britnell was promoted to Second Lieutenant (2™ Lt) on 1 December 1917 then granted leave
in England from 15 — 30 January 1918.

The designation of the unit was changed to 36™ Heavy Artillery Brigade (HAB) on 5
February and 2™ Lt Britnell was further promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 1 March, then
attended a pigeon course from 17 — 20 March.

On 9 April 1918, the Germans commenced the second phase of their Spring Offensive, this
time near Armentieres, and the 36" HAB was involved in continuous defensive fire around
Messines, Ploegsteert Wood and Neuve Eglise between 9 — 18 April, when the main threat
ended. The unit then remained in the north throughout May — September, during which time
Lt Britnell was detached to the 2" Army Artillery School from 5 — 16 June.

He was granted leave in England between 14 September — 1 October, by which time the
heavy artillery operations had wound down as it became obvious a major German withdrawal
was underway. The unit advanced east and when the armistice was declared on 11 November,
they had reached Tourcoing, on the Belgian border.

After the war ended, Lt Britnell was granted further leave in England from 11 February — 11
March 1919, during which time he married Miss Florence Braund in Taunton, Somerset on
17 February.

He left France for the last time on 5 May and was seconded to the Australian War Records
Section in London from 9 — 21 May, then embarked for return to Australia, with his wife, on
16 June.

Lieutenant John Edwin Britnell disembarked in Melbourne on 1 August, where his
appointment as a commissioned officer in the AIF was terminated on 30 September 1919.



Name: Britnell, John Edwin

Service Number

32

Date enlisted

7 June 1915

Place enlisted

Brisbane, Queensland

Rank on enlistment

Sergeant

Initial Unit

Siege Artillery Brigade

Previous military service

Royal Australian Garrison Artillery —
7 years (serving)

Date and ship embarked for overseas

17 July 1915
HMAT A67 Orsova

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years (7/7/1888)

Place of birth

Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Professional soldier

Religion

Methodist

Next of kin and address

Britnell, Mr Robert, father,
28 Otway Street, Ballarat East, Victoria

Permanent address

Victoria Barracks, Brisbane, QId

Appearance Fair complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches,
chest measurement — 39/41 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant

Final Unit 36™ Heavy Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |16 June 1919 (with wife)
HT Ormonde

Date discharged

30 September 1919

Nature of discharge

Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Serving at Fort Queenscliff in 1913.

Married Florence Braund in Taunton, Somerset on
17 February 1919.

Continued in RAGA (QId) until 1924.

Died 12 January 1967.

Also remembered on the Ballarat Arch of Victory &
Avenue of Honour and Thursday Island Roll of
Honor.




Wilfred Louis Currow MM

Sapper (Spr) 1347 Wilfred Louis Currow enlisted in the 2" Field Company Engineers (2™
FCE) in the 2™ Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division at Queenscliff on 13 February
1915. He embarked overseas on 10 September and disembarked in Egypt on 8 October. He
landed at Gallipoli two weeks later and was taken on strength of the 2" FCE on 25 October.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

The Australians left Gallipoli in late December and Spr Currow disembarked in Egypt on 27
December. His field company embarked for France on 22 March 1916 and disembarked in
Marseilles on 2 April, where they entrained for the north. In late July 1916 the company
moved south again and was involved in digging and repairing communication trenches on the
approach to Pozieres for several days, where they sustained 22 casualties (six killed).

Spr Currow was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 15 November and on 12 May 1917
was diagnosed with trench fever, owing mainly to the appalling condition of the trenches
during the colder months. He was initially hospitalised at the 10™ General Hospital at Rouen
from 18 — 27 May, then transferred to England and admitted to the Hampstead Military
Hospital from 28 May — 11 June, after which he went on leave from 20 June — 4 July.

He then spent several months at Tidworth Camp in an administrative capacity, before he
again embarked for France on 30 April 1918, where he rejoined the 2" FCE on 9 May and
was promoted to Second Corporal (2™ Cpl) on 28 June.

In early August the 1* Division, including the 2" FCE, moved south to the Somme to take
part in the allies’ offensive from Amiens. On 10 August they reinstated a water pumping plant
and barb-wired the new front line posts. The offensive was a great success, and the Germans
retreated eastwards, with the Australians following. By 23 August the 1% Division moved
through Proyart and advanced on Chuignes, where the engineers were tasked with carrying
supplies, re-wiring and gas-proofing dugouts.

For his actions during this phase of the advance, 2" Cpl Currow was recommended for, and
subsequently awarded, the Military Medal. His citation read:

“Forward of PROYART on 23rd and 24th August 1918, 2/Corporal CURROW after
preliminary reconnaissance through ST. MARTINS WOOD during its capture was
despatched to the rear to bring up wiring and carrying parties. His skill and judgment
in bringing parties through heavy artillery barrage and Machine Gun fire lessened
casualties. He rendered valuable assistance in reconnoitring the position and his
coolness and disregard of danger under heavy shelling and Machine Gun fire set a
fine example to his party. His sound judgment undoubtedly saved his party casualties
and enabled them to complete their work.”



ALETREALIAN WAR MEMORIAL EQE347

The bridge across the Somme, near Cappy, after its destruction by the Germans during their retreat.
Australian Engineers are seen constructing a new bridge alongside the wreckage, 29 August 1918

By 18 September the 1 Division was on the outskirts of the Hindenburg Line, but the 2"
FCE was in reserve during the successful attack on the Outpost Line, after which they left the
line for the last time a few days later and 2™ Cpl Currow was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on
22 September.

Cpl Currow was granted leave to Paris between 22 December — 4 January 1919 then, shortly
after his return, he was further promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) and departed France at the end of
January 1919.

Sergeant 1347 Wilfred Louis Currow MM embarked for Australia on 28 March and
disembarked in Melbourne on 14 May, where he was medically discharged from the AIF on
19 August 1919.



Name: Currow, Wilfred Louis

Service Number

1347

Date enlisted

13 February 1915

Place enlisted

Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sapper

Initial Unit

2" Field Company Engineers

Date and ship embarked for overseas

10 September 1915
SS Makarini

Previous military service

18 months senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 5 months

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Painter
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Currow, Mr Henry, father,
Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 4 2 inches, weight — 7 stone, 6 lbs,
chest measurement — 33 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit 2" Field Company Engineers

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

28 March 1919
HT City of Poona

Date discharged 19 August 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (no details)

Honours/medals Military Medal, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal,
Victory Medal

Notes Served in the Permanent Military Forces post WW1
(S/N 987).

Died 30 September 1948.

His son Ronald Wilfred Currow NX39085 died
while a POW of the Japanese in WW2.

Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor.




Herbert Currow

Herbert Currow enlisted in the AIF at Portarlington on 18 December 1916, but was
subsequently diagnosed with varicocele cardiac (an enlargement of the veins in his groin) and
discharged as medically unfit for military service on 16 February 1917.

He was issued with Volunteer Badge No. 61334 the same day.

Unfortunately, there is no other information available in his service record.

Name: Currow, Herbert

Service Number n/a

Date enlisted 18 December 1916

Place enlisted Portarlington, Victoria

Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas

Stated age/DOB (if known) 28 years (6/10/1878)

Permanent address Portarlington, Victoria

Date discharged 16 February 1917

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (varicocele cardiac)

Notes Volunteer Badge No. 61334 issued on 16 February
1917




Evan Ferguson Davies

c.1926

Evan Ferguson Davies was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the AIF on 1 March
1918. He embarked overseas with the 4" General (Victorian) Reinforcements on 5 June and
disembarked in Liverpool on 11 August, where he joined the 14" Training Battalion at
Codford Camp.

He sailed for France on 28 December, where he was taken on strength of the 5™ Infantry
Battalion in the 2" Infantry Brigade of the 1* Australian Division in Namur, Belgium, after
the war had ended, on 4 January 1919.

He was promoted to Lieutenant on 1 April then returned to England on 23 May, where he
subsequently embarked for return to Australia on 26 July.

Lieutenant Evan Ferguson Davies disembarked in Melbourne on 14 September, where his
appointment in the AIF was terminated on 29 September 1919.

10



Name: Davies, Evan Ferguson

Service Number

n/a

Date enlisted

1 March 1918

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Second Lieutenant

Initial Unit

4™ General (Victorian) Reinforcements

Previous military service

Permanent Military Forces Instructional Staff
(serving) — 5 years

Royal Australian Garrison Artillery —

5 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

5 June 1918
RMS Orontes

Stated age/DOB (if known)

31 years, 4 months (31/12/1886)

Place of birth

Benalla, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Davies, Mrs Marion, wife,
Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 'z inches, weight — 10 stone, 6 1bs,
chest measurement — 32/37 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant

Final Unit 5™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in n/a

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

26 July 1919
HT Demosthenes

Date discharged

29 September 1919

Nature of discharge

Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals

British War Medal,

Notes

Served in WW2 (SN TX6007, Major).
Also remembered on the Royal Australian Garrison
Artillery 3" Military District Honor Roll.
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William Charles Dunk
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Private (Pte) 4420 William Charles Dunk (standing) enlisted in the 22" Infantry Battalion in
the 6™ Infantry Brigade of the 2™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 17 January 1916. He
embarked overseas on 29 March and arrived in England a month later.

He spent a month at the Fargo Military Hospital with haemorrhoids between 16 June — 26
July and then embarked for France on 16 September, where he was taken on strength of the
220 Battalion at Ypres on 5 October 1916.

During January and February 1917, the battalion moved to the Somme and spent several
three-day stints in the front line near Gueudecourt and Le Sars, where the trench conditions
were atrocious, for the loss of 27 casualties (three killed).

On 24 February, word filtered through that the Germans were in the process of evacuating
their lines, and the 22" Battalion was tasked with sending out a patrol east of Le Sars. At 1.00
am the next day, the patrol moved forward. The battalion diary noted that, “the remarkable
quietness was extraordinary...and the night was intensely dark and so foggy that keeping
direction was a most difficult task.” They occupied the German line without incident, but
later that day were ordered to attack the next line of trenches. As the troops were tired, and
the ground was still difficult to move across, the attack failed at the cost of 60 casualties.

On 3 May 1917 the 2™ Division, including the 22" Battalion, attacked and captured a large
section of the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt, then held fast against fierce German counter
attacks over several hours. Overall, the 22" Battalion sustained 438 casualties (174 killed or
missing) one of whom was Pte Dunk who received a gunshot wound to his head.
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Evacuated to the 12" General Hospital at Rouen the next day, he was discharged on 22 May
and rejoined the battalion on 29 May.

The 22 Battalion moved back to Belgium and into the line at Westhoek Ridge on 16
September, and it was here on the same day that Pte Dunk sustained a minor shrapnel wound
to his left wrist during a German artillery bombardment. He was evacuated but after several
weeks’ convalescence, he rejoined the battalion on 2 November 1917.

Following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22" Battalion rushed south
and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, where battalion orders were issued and simply read,
“There will be no withdrawal. Every bit of ground will be fought for.”

On 19 May 1918, the 6" Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the
front line around Morlancourt. The 22" Battalion was heavily involved in the assault which
was considered a complete success with 330 Germans and 45 machine guns captured. Overall
battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed).

By 16 July the battalion had moved to the Aubigny area and while here it was subjected to a
three-hour German mustard gas bombardment and sustained another 200 casualties.

In reserve for the offensive from Amiens on 8 August, by 18 August the 22" Battalion, down
to only 120 riflemen, was ordered to capture the village of Herleville. Not surprisingly, the
action only partially succeeded, and the battalion lost another 60 men — 19 killed and 41
wounded. Strengthened by reinforcements, the battalion was again ordered into the line on 27
August, where they helped advance the line another 1,500 yards east of Cappy, and then
another 2,000 yards the next day to Black Wood.

On 31 August the battalion moved to a support position near Clery-sur-Somme, north-west of
Mont St Quentin. Given its depleted state the 22" Battalion was the Brigade reserve for the
Australian assault on 1 September, so the men were mainly involved in carrying duties, after
which Pte Dunk was granted leave to England between 6 — 25 September.

The battalion then took part in the last action fought by the AIF on the Western Front, the
Battle of Montbrehain, on 5 October 1918. In a short, but difficult fight, all the objectives
were achieved by around 10.00 am, for the loss of 87 battalion casualties (22 killed). During
the night, the battalion left the line for the last time.

Pte Dunk returned to England on 11 April 1919 and boarded a ship to Australia on 29 May,
where he disembarked in Melbourne on 22 July.

Private 4420 William Charles Dunk was discharged from the AIF on 5 September 1919.
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Name: Dunk, William Charles

Service Number

4420

Date enlisted

17 January 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

22" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

29 March 1916
HMAT RMS Orontes

Previous military service

5 years — Australian Naval Forces (Royal Navy)

Stated age/DOB (if known)

36 years, 2 months (18/10/1879)

Place of birth

Port Albert, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Dunk, Mr Frank, father,
Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 %2 inches, weight — 8 stone, 11 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 22 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

3 May 1917
Bullecourt, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to head

Date and place wounded (2)

16 September 1917
Westhoek Ridge, Belgium

Nature of wounds (2)

Shrapnel wound to left wrist

Date and ship embarked for Australia |29 May 1919
HT Rio Negro
Date discharged 5 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe

Roll of Honor and Point Lonsdale State School Roll
of Honor
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Alexander Galbraith
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Members of the 2nd Pioneer Battalion near Bapaume, March 1917

Private (Pte) 2628 Alexander Galbraith enlisted in the 2" Pioneer Battalion in the 2™
Australian Division at Geelong on 25 April 1916. He embarked overseas on 18 September
and disembarked at Plymouth, England on 15 November 1916 where he joined the Pioneer
Training Battalion at camp in Wiltshire.

Pioneer Battalions were infantry with light military combat engineer skills. Among other
tasks, they constructed defensive positions, command posts and dugouts, prepared barbed
wire defences and, where necessary, fought alongside the infantry.

He sailed for France on 31 December where, after a period in the isolation camp, he joined
the battalion in the field at Warlencourt, on 1 March 1917. The 2™ Pioneers were involved in
support of the 2™ Division’s attack on Bullecourt and Reincourt on 3 May, tasked with the
construction of trench blocks on the 6" Brigade’s right flank.

The battalion moved north to the Ypres area in early September 1917 where, in the lead up to
the Battle of Menin Road on 20 September, the battalion constructed new roads and shelters
large enough to house over a thousand men each. Their two weeks in the line cost them 79
casualties (14 killed).

In early October, the unit repaired damaged roads and dugouts near Zonnebeke before and
during the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, for the loss of another 41 men (12
killed).
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At the conclusion of Third Ypres, Pte Galbraith was granted leave in England from 17
February — 8 March 1918. He was hospitalised with a fever at the 16™ US General Hospital at
le Treport from 9 June, then evacuated to England and admitted to the Birmingham South
General Hospital from 19 June 1918. He was discharged to duty on 30 November, after the
signing of the armistice.

Private 2628 Alexander Galbraith sailed for Australia on 25 January 1919 and disembarked in
Melbourne on 23 March, where he was discharged from the AIF as medically unfit (due to
illness) on 1 August 1919.

Name: Galbraith, Alexander

Service Number 2628

Date enlisted 25 April 1916

Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 2" Pioneer Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |18 September 1916

HMAT A10 Karroo
Previous military service Serving — 69" Battalion (CMF)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 10 months
Place of birth Williamstown, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Painter
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Galbraith, Mrs Isabella, mother,
Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, red hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 10 stone, 6 Ibs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 2" Pioneer Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |25 January 1919
HT Ceramic

Date discharged 1 August 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (illness)

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Queensclift Fire Brigade
Honor Roll and Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of
Honor.
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Charles Walter Garlick

Private (Pte) 5681 Charles Walter Garlick enlisted in the 8™ Infantry Battalion in the 2™
Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division at Geelong on 27 August 1915. He embarked
overseas on 3 July 1916 and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 2 September, where he
joined the 2" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Perham Downs Camp.

He departed England on 20 December and arrived in France two days later, where he
contracted mumps and was hospitalised at the 18" General Hospital at Camiers from 28
December — 16 January 1917. Discharged from hospital, he was taken on strength of the 8™
Battalion, in the field at Bazentin le Petit, on 26 January.

The battalion moved into the line on the right of Bullecourt between 7 — 9 May 1917 where,
despite being in a purely defensive role, they nevertheless sustained 110 casualties (seven
killed) during the German counter attacks that ensued.

The battalion then moved north to Belgium in September and participated in the Battle of
Menin Road on 20 — 21 September 1917, where they achieved all their objectives and
captured 300 Germans and 14 machine guns, at a cost of 229 casualties (29 killed).

Two weeks later, the battalion was back in action at Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, where
they again pushed the Germans back and successfully held the captured ground (including
300 prisoners, four field guns and 11 machine guns) for the loss of 201 battalion casualties.

= i r f o Lo
ALBTRAL LN WER BAEMORIA EN1121

On the battlefield near Zonnebeke, in the Ypres sector. Two soldiers walk toward a pillbox,
captured some days earlier by the Australian troops, 24 October 1917.
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The battalion was in the front line on Westhoek Ridge, Belgium between 23 — 27 October,
during which time they sustained 134 casualties, one of whom was Pte Garlick, who was
gassed on 26 October 1917, but remained at duty. At the conclusion of Third Ypres, he was
granted leave in France from 12 — 28 January 1918.

On 17 March 1918, Pte Garlick was transferred and taken on strength of the 1* Divisional
Signal Company and re-mustered as a Sapper (Spr).

Signals Companies were tasked with providing communications from divisional headquarters
to those of subordinate units. Most communications were generally by field telephone, which
required line to be laid. The line was buried where possible but would often be cut or broken
by artillery fire and/or road traffic. If this occurred, it would have to be re-laid, which was a
dangerous task on the battlefield.

On 5 April, the 1% Division was headed south in response to the Spring Offensive, when news
of second German break though in the north meant they had to immediately turn around to
meet it. They made it back just in time to establish defences and help stop the Germans east
of Hazebrouck between 14 — 18 April.

The great allied offensive from Amiens commenced on 8 August. The 1* Division joined the
battle the next day and captured the villages of Rosieres and Lihons between 9 — 11 August,
then Chuignes, along with 2,000 German prisoners, on 23 August.

Several weeks later, the 1* and 4™ Divisions captured the Hindenburg Outpost Line (in effect
the old British lines overrun by the Germans in March 1918) and 4,300 prisoners on 18
September, for the loss of 1,260 casualties. They had fought their last battle and left the line
the next day.

Spr Garlick was granted leave in England from 21 October — 7 November. He eventually left
France on 24 April 1919 and embarked for Australia on 16 June.

Sapper 5681 Charles Walter Garlick disembarked in Melbourne on 1 August, where he was
subsequently discharged from the AIF as Medically Unfit on 24 January 1920.
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Name: Garlick, Charles Walter

Service Number

5681

Date enlisted

27 August 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |3 July 1916

HMAT A33 Ayrshire
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years

Place of birth

Kerang, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Carpenter
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Garlick, Mr Nelson, father,
361 Myers Street, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

361 Myers Street, Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 10 stone, 11 1bs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Sapper

Final Unit 1** Divisional Signal Company

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

26 October 1917
Westhoek Ridge, Belgium

Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia |16 June 1919
HT Ormonde

Date discharged

24 January 1920

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (no details)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Also remembered on Point Lonsdale State School
Roll of Honor and the Shenton Methodist Church
Honor Roll, Geelong
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Arthur Hewitson

A ETEALLAF VWil HERGILA]

Private (Pte) 1032 Arthur Hewitson enlisted in the 22" Infantry battalion in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2" Australian Division at Queenscliff on 15 February 1915. He embarked
overseas on 10 May and disembarked in Egypt in early June, where he was promoted to
Corporal (Cpl) on 26 August.

Due to the pressing need for more soldiers following the failed August Offensive, the 2
Division, including the 22" Battalion, sailed for Gallipoli on 30 August and arrived on 5
September. The next day, they entered the line in the Lone Pine sector, which was deemed a
“quiet” part of the front by that stage, as most of the fighting continued to the north.

Cpl Hewitson contracted influenza and enteric fever on 16 October and was evacuated to
Malta on 27 October. He was admitted to hospital there until 16 November, then transferred
to England and admitted to the 3™ Southern General Hospital at Oxford from 20 November —
8 February 1916, after which he spent four months recuperating at Weymouth.

He embarked for France on 27 July and rejoined the 22" Battalion at Warloy on 10 August
1916.

On 22 August, the 2" Australian Division, including the 22" Battalion, entered the line in
front of Mouquet Farm, a heavily fortified enemy structure that had already held up the
advance in front of Pozieres for several weeks. The 2™ Division attacked on 26 August and
was repulsed with the loss of over 1,200 casualties. Although held in reserve, the 22
Battalion sustained 44 casualties.
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For his good service and performance during this action, Cpl Hewitson was mentioned in the
AIF Orders of 13 September, then promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 21 October 1916.

Sgt Hewitson was diagnosed with trench feet on 12 November and evacuated to England,
where he was admitted to the 1* London General Hospital from 17 November — 1 January
1917, then granted leave until 16 January.

He subsequently contracted influenza and was hospitalised at Perham Downs from 2 — 19
March, then returned to France on 6 April and rejoined the 22" Battalion on 9 April.

On 3 May 1917 the 2™ Division, including the 22" Battalion, attacked and captured a large
section of the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt, then held fast against fierce German counter
attacks lasting several hours. Overall, the 22" Battalion sustained 174 men killed or missing
and another 264 wounded, one of whom was Sgt Hewitson, who sustained a gunshot wound
to his right arm.

He was evacuated to the 13™ General Hospital at Boulogne the next day, then transferred to
England and admitted to the Tooting Military Hospital between 5 May — 6 June, then to the
Holborn Military Hospital at Mitcham from 6 June — 3 August 1917. After another month at
the 1** Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield, he was granted leave from 8 — 22 September, then
posted to the Overseas Training Brigade.

He returned to France on 11 November, where he rejoined the 22" Battalion in the field at
Kemmel, on 19 November.

He was granted additional leave in England in late February 1918 but became sick with boils
and was hospitalised at the 1 Northern General Hospital in Newcastle from 1 — 12 March,
then rejoined his battalion in France on 15 March.

Not long after, following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22" Battalion
rushed south and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, where battalion orders were issued and
simply read, “There will be no withdrawal. Every bit of ground will be fought for.”

While the main German offensive had petered out by then, the battalion remained in the front
line near Ville sur Ancre and Morlancourt throughout much of May, and it was in this general
area that Sgt Hewitson was wounded for the second time, when he sustained a gunshot
wound to his right arm on 14 May 1918.

He was initially evacuated to the 6™ General Hospital at Rouen from 15 — 18 May, then
transferred to England and admitted to the Duston War Hospital at Northampton between 19
May — 10 June.

He spent a further two months at the 3 Australian Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford until 20
August, then embarked for return to Australia on 18 January 1919.

Sergeant 1032 Arthur Hewitson disembarked in Melbourne on 10 March, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 25 May 1919.
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Name: Hewitson, Arthur

Service Number

1032

Date enlisted

15 February 1915

Place enlisted

Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22 Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 May 1915

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years

Place of birth

Sebastopol, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Butcher
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Hewitson, Mr John, father,
Point Lonsdale, Victoria

Permanent address

Point Lonsdale, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 9 stone,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit 22" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

3 May 1917
Bullecourt, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to right arm

Date and place wounded (2)

14 April 1918
near Ville sur Ancre, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Gunshot wound to right arm

Date and ship embarked for Australia

18 January 1919

HT Ulysses
Date discharged 25 May 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 4 November 1956.

Also remembered on the Point Lonsdale War
Memorial and Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of
Honor.
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Harold George Hewitson

Driver (Dvr) 14698 Harold George Hewitson enlisted in the Field Company Engineers
reinforcements in Melbourne on 31 January 1916.

He embarked overseas on 11 July and disembarked in Plymouth on 9 September. During the
voyage he was admitted to the ship’s isolation hospital with venereal disease between 18
August — 3 September.

He joined the Engineer’s Training Depot at Christchurch on 10 September then transferred to
the Engineer Details at Brightlingsea on 12 March 1917.

He left England on 29 May and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 6™ Field Company Engineers, in the field near Bapaume, on 27 June 1917.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

Drv Hewitson was evacuated sick to the 58" Scottish General Hospital at St Omer with a
severe bladder stone between 1 — 4 August, then transferred to England and admitted to the
Midlands War Hospital at Napsbury from 5 August — 11 September 1917.

He was granted leave in England from 15 — 29 October, then reported to Weymouth Camp.

He became ill again and was hospitalised at the 1** Northern General Hospital in Newcastle
between 12 October — 2 April 1918, diagnosed with cystitis and a bacterial infection in his
bladder, and he embarked for return to Australia on 8 April.
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Driver 14698 Harold George Hewitson disembarked in Melbourne on 26 May, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 22 August 1918.

Name: Hewitson, Harold George

Service Number 14698

Date enlisted 31 January 1916

Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Driver

Initial Unit Field Company Engineers reinforcements

Date and ship embarked for overseas |11 July 1916
HMAT A44 Vestalia

Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 10 months
Place of birth Sebastopol, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Builder
Religion Wesleyan
Next of kin and address Hewitson, Mr Jack, father,
“Terminus”, Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,

height — 5 feet 10 '% inches, weight — 10 stone, 7 Ibs,
chest measurement — 36/39 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 6™ Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in France

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |8 April 1918
HMHS Dunluce & HT Karoola

Date discharged 22 August 1918

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (illness)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 7 February 1965.

Also remembered on the Point Lonsdale War
Memorial and Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of
Honor.
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Leslie George Howsam

Private 5083 Leslie George Howsam enlisted in the 3™ Light Horse Brigade Train in
Melbourne on 27 October 1914. They were responsible for the provision of all manner of
supplies required to maintain a large, mounted unit in the field, including such things as food,
water and ammunition for the men, and grain and fodder for the horses.

He was promoted to Lance Corporal on 30 December and Corporal (Cpl) on 25 January
1915, then embarked overseas on 2 February and disembarked in Egypt in early March.

When the light horse units went to Gallipoli as replacement infantry in late May 1915, the
supply units mostly remained in Egypt, so Cpl Howsam didn’t embark for Gallipoli until 9
July.

He served there for four months, then returned to Egypt where he was promoted to Staft
Sergeant (S/Sgt) and transferred to the New Zealand & Australian Division Train at
Heliopolis on 20 November 1915.

He returned to the 3™ Light Horse Brigade Train at Serapeum on 31 March 1916 and was
promoted to Second Lieutenant at Romani on 31 August 1916, with the title of Requisitions
Officer, then promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 2 January 1917.

On 12 August 1917, he was transferred and taken on strength of the Australian Mounted
Division Train at Moascar. Not long after though, he was hospitalised at the 26™ Stationary
Hospital at Ismailia with diphtheria between 15 August — 9 September 1917.

He was then promoted to Captain (Capt) on 2 January 1918. By this stage of the war, due to
the steady advances made by the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, the allies’ supply lines
extended right across the harsh Sinai Peninsula and up into Palestine.

Capt Howsam spent two weeks at the Port Said Rest Camp between 2 — 16 July then, after
the war had ended, he was granted leave in Egypt from 18 December — 9 January 1919.

Given the length of his war service since 1914, Capt Howsam was granted special leave prior
to returning home. He sailed from Alexandria on 14 July and enjoyed three months’ leave in
England prior to his embarkation for Australia on 18 October.

Captain Leslie George Howsam disembarked in Melbourne in early December, where his
Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF was terminated on 28 December 1919.
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Name: Howsam, Leslie George

Service Number

5083

Date enlisted

27 October 1914

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

3" Light Horse Brigade Train

Date and ship embarked for overseas

2 February 1915
HMAT AS51 Chilka

Stated age/DOB (if known)

26 years, 1 month (9/9/1888)

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Howsam, Mr George, father,
Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Florid complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 inches, weight — 11 stone,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Captain

Final Unit Australian Mounted Division Train

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, Sinai, Palestine

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

18 October 1919
HT Morca

Date discharged 28 December 1919

Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 19 January 1959.

Also remembered on the Geelong College Roll of
Honour and the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of
Honor.
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Edward John Hughes

Private (Pte) 55639 Edward John Hughes enlisted in the 7" General (Victorian)
Reinforcements in Melbourne on 29 March 1918.

He embarked overseas on 23 July and disembarked in London on 27 September where he
joined the 1% Training Brigade at Fovant Camp.

Pte Hughes absented himself from camp without leave on 15 November and was
apprehended by the Provost Corps (Military Police) in Bristol three days later. He was
returned to camp and awarded seven days’ Field Punishment (extra work duties) and docked
10 days’ pay.

He left England on 28 January 1919 and landed in France the next day, where he was taken
on strength of the 7" Infantry Battalion at Couillet on 2 February.

Two days later, he was detached for duty with the YMCA, which generally provided
recreational facilities, entertainment, libraries and even religious services for the troops. He
remained in this role until 13 May.

He returned to England on 16 May and then embarked for Australia on 23 July.

Private 55639 Edward John Hughes disembarked in Melbourne on 10 September, where he
was discharged from the AIF on 25 September 1919.
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Name: Hughes, Edward John

Service Number

55639

Date enlisted

29 March 1918

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

7™ General (Victorian) Reinforcements

Date and ship embarked for overseas

23 July 1918
HMAT A74 Marathon

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 3 months (21/12/1899)

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Seal, Mrs Mabel, mother,
6 Caroline Street, South Yarra, Victoria

Permanent address

6 Caroline Street, South Yarra, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 4 % inches, weight — 7 stone, 15 1bs,
chest measurement — 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 7" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in n/a

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

23 July 1919
HT Suevic

Date discharged 25 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal
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Arthur Horman Joy

A . H. JOY
BATTALION

5 AGE 70

196

Plaque at Altona Memorial Park

Private (Pte) 3807 Arthur Horman Joy enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion in the 8" Infantry
Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Geelong on 8 June 1916. He embarked overseas on
19 September and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 14 November, where he joined the
8™t (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He departed England on 16 January 1917 and arrived in France the next day, where he was
taken on strength of the 29 Battalion, in the field at Montauban, on 21 January. On 23 March
1917, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29" Battalion held off a
strong German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties amounting to 29 killed
and 105 wounded or missing.

Pte Joy attended the 5™ (British) Army Trench Mortar School between 2 — 13 May and was
promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 20 August.

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5™ Division’s assault
on Polygon Wood on 26 September 1917. Despite heavy losses (46 killed and 205 wounded
or missing in the 29" Battalion alone), all the objectives were taken, and the ground held
against six German counter attacks over the following 24 hours.

At the conclusion of Third Ypres, the 29" Battalion remained in the Messines and Ypres arca
throughout early 1918, during which time L Cpl Joy was granted leave in England from 30
January — 19 February.

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, in late March 1918 the 5
Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29"
Battalion moved into reserve near Cachy (supporting the British 18" Division) and then to
Corbie where they remained as 8™ Brigade reserve for the rest of the month.
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The battalion moved into the front line near Morlancourt on 17 July, and it was here on the
night of 28 — 29 July that they conducted a raid (at bayonet point) on the German trenches.
The raid was a success with many of the enemy reported killed and the trench captured, along
with 23 Germans and six machine guns, for the loss of 100 casualties (14 killed) of their own.

On 8 August 1918, during the second phase of the allied offensive at Amiens, the 5th
Australian Division, including the 29" Battalion, moved “through” the resting 3™ Division
and advanced the line another 3 km.

The attack continued the next day, and the battalion captured the village of Vauvillers for the
loss of 95 men. One of those casualties was L Cpl Joy, who sustained gunshot wounds that
fractured his right leg.

He was evacuated to the 3™ Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne on 12 August and from
there via hospital ship to England a few days later, where he was admitted to the Cambridge
Military Hospital at Aldershot from 16 August — 18 September 1918.

After his discharge from hospital, he was granted two weeks’ leave in England between 16 —
30 November, and then embarked for Australia on 4 January 1919.

Lance Corporal 3807 Arthur Horman Joy disembarked in Melbourne on 20 February, where
he was discharged from the AIF as medically unfit (due to wounds) on 30 March 1919.
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Name: Joy, Arthur Horman

Service Number

3807

Date enlisted

& June 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

19 September 1916
HMAT A73 Commonwealth

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Printer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Joy, Mrs Emma, mother,
138 Maude Street, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

138 Maude Street, Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height — 5
feet 6 inches, weight — 9 stone, 4 1bs, chest
measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

9 August 1918
Vauvillers, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wounds to right leg (fractured)

Date and ship embarked for Australia

4 January 1919
HT Morvada

Date discharged

30 March 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 19 July 1965.

Also remembered on the Point Lonsdale State
School Roll of Honor, Newtown Methodist Church
Honor Roll, Yarra Street Methodist Church & Choir
Honor Rolls, Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of
Honor and Geelong & District Peace Memorial.
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Sydney Edward Knape

Gunner Sydney Knape (4" from left, back row)

Gunner (Gnr) 849 Sydney Edward Knape enlisted in the 36™ Heavy Artillery Group (HAG)
in Queenscliff on 1 November 1916, aged 19 years. He embarked overseas on 10 February
1917 and disembarked in Plymouth on 11 April, where he joined the Heavy Artillery
reinforcements at Stowlangtoft Camp.

The group was organised into two batteries, the 54" and 55", each equipped with six 8 inch
Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers respectively by mid-1917. Large and immobile, the guns
could not easily be redeployed without lifting equipment and were the largest used by the
Australians during the war.

He left England on 5 May and landed in France the next day, where he joined the Royal
Garrison Artillery Details at Rouelles on 15 June. He remained there for four months then
marched out and was taken on strength of the 54" Battery of the 36™ HAG at Rousdamme on
19 October 1917.

The designation of the group was changed to 36" Heavy Artillery Brigade (HAB) in early
1918 and Gnr Knape was granted leave in England from 17 March — 2 April. Just a week
later the Germans commenced the next stage of their Spring Offensive, this time near
Armentieres, and the 36" HAB was involved in continuous defensive fire around Messines,
Ploegsteert Wood and Neuve Eglise from 9 — 18 April, when the main threat ended, and the
unit remained in the north throughout May — September.

While heavy artillery operations wound down from mid-October as it became obvious a
major German withdrawal was underway, the unit advanced east. When the armistice was
declared on 11 November, they had reached Tourcoing, on the Belgian border.

Gnr Knape contracted venereal disease and was treated at the 8" Casualty Clearing Station
from 16 — 22 November, then transferred to the 7" General Hospital at Boulogne from 23 —
27 November. He was later admitted to the 39™ General Hospital at le Havre between 28
November — 15 December and eventually rejoined the brigade on 13 January 1919.
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He left France for the final time on 2 April and embarked for return to Australian on 20 May.

Gunner 849 Sydney Edward Knape disembarked in Melbourne on 2 July, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 9 August 1919.

Name: Knape, Sydney Edward

Service Number 849

Date enlisted 1 November 1916

Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Gunner

Initial Unit 36" Heavy Artillery Group

Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery —

1 year (serving)

Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 February 1917
RMS Osterley

Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 3 months
Place of birth Newport, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Knape, Mr Richard, father,
34 Ford Street, Newport, Victoria
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Vic.
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 9 % inches, weight — 9 stone, 10 lbs,
chest measurement — 34/37 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36™ Heavy Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |20 May 1919
HT Nestor
Date discharged 9 August 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Surname recorded as Nape on Methodist Church
Honor Roll.

Died 23 October 1975.

Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor and Royal Australian Garrison
Artillery 3™ Military District Honor Roll.
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Linton Leigh Lethlean MSM

Corporal (Cpl) 58 Linton Leigh Lethlean enlisted in the 2™ Field Company Engineers (FCE)
in the 2" Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division in Melbourne on 3 September 1914.
He embarked overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Egypt on 4 December.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

The company departed Egypt on 5 April and landed on Lemnos on 9 April, where they
practised disembarking from the ship. The 2™ FCE landed on Gallipoli at 7.30 am on 25 April
1915 where they dug wells for water, constructed roads from the beach and unloaded
ammunition from barges. Cpl Lethlean was later promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 14 May.

The Australians left Gallipoli in late December and Sgt Lethlean disembarked in Egypt on 27
December. The field company embarked for France on 22 March 1916 and disembarked in
Marseilles on 30 March, where they entrained for the north. Sgt Lethlean was promoted to
Company Sergeant Major (CSM) on 2 July and in late July, the company moved south again
and was involved in digging and repairing communication trenches on the approach to
Pozieres for several days, where they sustained 22 casualties (six killed).

For his general service throughout Gallipoli and Pozieres, CSM Lethlean was recommended
for the Meritorious Service Medal on 12 October 1916, but it was never promulgated.

On 14 December 1916, CSM Lethlean was promoted to Warrant Officer Class I (WO I) and
taken on strength of the 1* Division Engineers Headquarters near Bazentin, then granted
leave in France from 3 — 16 May 1917.
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In late July, the engineers moved north to Hazebrouck. On 20 September, the engineers
followed close behind the attacking infantry and constructed defensive dugouts and strong
points after the successful attack along the Menin Road, then repeated the exercise on 4
October at Broodseinde Ridge.

For his general service during his time with the 1% Division Engineers, WO I Lethlean was
recommended for, and on 1 January 1918 subsequently awarded, the Meritorious Service
Medal. The citation read:

“From 28 February 1917 to this date (26 September 1917) this Warrant Officer has
been in charge of Divisional R.E. dumps. On the SOMME during the period of the
German evacuation of LE BARQUE and THILLOY in February and early March he
did great service in supervising the forwarding of R.E. stores under arduous
circumstances. Again during and after the attack on HERMIES and DEMICOURT on
8 April when there was a serious lack of transport for R.E. stores he was instrumental
in forwarding stores to the front line under adverse conditions.”

He was granted leave in England from 5 — 20 February 1918 and the unit remained in the
north for several months. In early April, the engineers followed the 1% Division infantry south
to Amiens in response to the German Offensive on the Somme but, on 12 April, they were
turned around and sent back to Hazebrouck to assist establish defensive lines in that area.

In early August the 1 Division, including the 2™ FCE, moved south to the Somme to take
part in the allies’ offensive from Amiens. On 10 August they reinstated a water pumping plant
and barb-wired the new front line posts. The offensive was a great success, and the Germans
retreated eastwards, with the Australians following. By 23 August the 1% Division moved
through Proyart and advanced on Chuignes, where the engineers were tasked with carrying
supplies, re-wiring and gas-proofing dugouts.

The allied offensive continued but WO I Lethlean was selected for special 1914 leave to
Australia and left France on 13 October. He landed in England the next day then embarked
for Australia on 23 October 1918.

Warrant Officer Class I 58 Linton Leigh Lethlean disembarked in Melbourne on 23
December, where he was discharged from the AIF on 21 February 1919.
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Name: Lethlean, Linton Leigh

Service Number

58

Date enlisted

3 September 1914

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Corporal

Initial Unit

2" Field Company Engineers

Previous military service

Royal Australian Engineers — 4 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1914
HMAT A3 Orvieto

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 5 months (18/4/1892)

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Sailmaker
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Lethlean, Mr Alec, father,
Logie Street, Oakleigh, Victoria

Permanent address

Logie Street, Oakleigh, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, medium straight hair, green eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 inches, weight — 9 stone, 15 Ibs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Warrant Officer Class I

Final Unit 1* Division Engineers Headquarters

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

23 October 1918
HT Durham

Date discharged 21 February 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals Meritorious Service Medal, 1914-15 Star, British
War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Died 6 November 1931.

Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor, Oakleigh Roll of Honor, Newmarket
Baptist Church Honor Roll and the Graham Street
Methodist Church Honor Roll, Port Melbourne.
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William Roy Locke

AUZTRAL AN WER I OTAL S-Sy gl E]

Private (Pte) 3989 William Roy Locke enlisted in the 7" Battalion at Broadmeadows on 29
July 1915. He embarked overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Egypt in late
December, where he was hospitalised with influenza at the 3™ Auxiliary Hospital in Cairo
from 3 — 15 February 1916.

On 15 March, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 57" Infantry Battalion in the
15" Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Tel el Kebir. The battalion embarked for
France on 17 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, then entrained for the north.
They moved into the front line for the first time at Fleurbaix on 11 July and into reserve
positions a week later, where Pte Locke was promoted to Lance Corporal two days later.

On 19 July 1916 the 5™ Australian Division attacked the German trenches at Fromelles and
lost a staggering 5,533 men in 24 hours (with almost 2,000 killed and 470 captured). The 57
Battalion, in reserve for the battle, moved into the trenches on 20 July, the same day L Cpl
Locke was promoted to Corporal (Cpl), to defend against possible German counterattacks,
which didn’t eventuate.

Over the ensuing days and nights numerous small parties crept out under fire and recovered
as many of their wounded comrades and as much discarded equipment as they could. The 57
Battalion is estimated to have recovered between 300 — 400 wounded men, at the cost of 127
casualties of their own (34 killed), and remained in the area for several weeks.

The battalion was still in the line at Fleurbaix when a German artillery bombardment on 19
August caused 34 casualties, including 12 killed, one of whom was Cpl Locke.

Corporal 3989 William Roy Locke was buried at the Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery,
Fleurbaix, France later the same day.
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Name: Locke, William Roy

Service Number

3989

Date enlisted

29 July 1915

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

7" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

23 November 1915
HMAT A40 Ceramic

Previous military service

2 years Citizens Military Forces

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 5 months

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Baker
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Locke, Mrs Selina Rose, mother,
Tongala, Victoria

Permanent address

Tongala, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, dark hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 'z inches,
weight — 12 stone, 12 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35/39 inches

Final Rank Corporal

Final Unit 57" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 19 August 1916
Fleurbaix, France
Cemetery details Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France
Plot I, Row G, Grave 15
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Queenscliff Memorial

Garden Rolls of Honor and Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor
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Heber Mallalieu

Private (Pte) 6903 Heber Mallalieu enlisted in the 23 Infantry Battalion in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Hamilton on 30 July 1917. He embarked overseas
on 21 November and disembarked in Southampton, via short stops at Suez and Taranto, on 23
January 1918, where he joined the 6™ (Brigade) Training Battalion.

He departed England on 15 April and landed in France two days later, where he was taken on
strength of the 23™ Battalion near Millencourt on 20 April. They remained on the Somme and
on 19 May 1918 the 6" Brigade attacked and captured Ville sur Ancre, plus about 330
Germans. The 23" Battalion was involved in mopping up duties only and sustained three
casualties (one killed).

On 4 July, the battalion then participated in the successful Battle of Le Hamel and captured
90 German prisoners for the loss of 75 casualties (ten killed) of their own.

The Amiens offensive commenced on 8 August, and in the weeks that followed, the 23™
Battalion pursued and fought the retreating Germans, including at Mont St Quentin on 31
August, where they lost another 39 men killed (of the 120 rifles they started the day with).
The battalion was held as Brigade reserve for the last AIF action of the war at Montbrehain
on 5 October, after which they left the line for the last time.

Pte Mallalieu was detached to the Australian Corps School from 7 January — 29 April 1919,
then he returned to England on 8 May and subsequently embarked for Australia on 23 July.

Private 6903 Heber Mallalieu disembarked in Melbourne on 11 October, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 10 November 1919.
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Name: Mallalieu, Heber

Service Number

6903

Date enlisted 30 July 1917

Place enlisted Hamilton, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 23 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 November 1917
HMAT A71 Nestor

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years

Place of birth

Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Bank clerk
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Mallalieu, Rev Paul, father,
66 Nimmo Street, Middle Park, Victoria

Permanent address

66 Nimmo Street, Middle Park, Vic.

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 inches, weight — 8 stone, 14 Ibs,
chest measurement — 30/33 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 23 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

23 July 1919
HT Main

Date discharged

10 November 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 19 March 1961.
Rev Mallalieu was Minister of the Queenscliff
Methodist Church in 1916.
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George McCullagh

Private (Pte) 3636 George McCullagh enlisted in the 1* Pioneer Battalion at Rockhampton on
20 October 1916. He embarked overseas on 24 January 1917 and disembarked in Devonport
on 27 March, where he joined the Pioneer Training Battalion at Parkhouse Camp.

He was admitted to the Sutton Veny Military Hospital with pneumonia on 8 December, then
transferred to the 1* Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford with venereal disease
from 13 December — 8 February 1918.

After the war had ended, Pte McCullagh left England on 29 December 1918. He landed in
France later the same day and was transferred and taken on strength of the 5" Field Bakery in
the 5™ Australian Division at Rouen.

A field bakery comprised a compliment of between 90 and 100 men and included six bakery
sections of ten ovens each, capable of making bread to support up to 26,000 troops.

—J3 g

ALETRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Australian Field Bakeries staff at Rouen stacking bread for despatch to Australian Troops, 4 September 1918

He returned to England on 4 June 1919 and embarked for Australia on 18 July.

Private 3636 George McCullagh disembarked in Melbourne on 7 September, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 15 October 1919.
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Name: McCullagh, George

Service Number

3636

Date enlisted

20 October 1916

Place enlisted

Rockhampton, Queensland

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit 1** Pioneer Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |24 January 1917

HMAT A68 Anchises
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Painter
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

McCullagh, Mr John, father,
Stokes Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Brisbane, Queensland

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, grey/green eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 % inches, weight — 8 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 5" Field Bakery

Theatres of war served in n/a

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

18 July 1919
HT Takada

Date discharged

15 October 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment
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Stanley John McCullagh MiD

Private (Pte) 3584 Stanley John McCullagh enlisted in the 25™ Infantry Battalion at
Toowoomba on 31 August 1915. He embarked overseas on 3 January 1916 and disembarked
in Egypt in early February, where he was subsequently transferred and taken on strength of
the 2" Pioneer Battalion in the 2" Australian Division at Moascar on 13 March 1916.

Pioneer Battalions were infantry with light military combat engineer skills. Among other
tasks, they constructed defensive positions, command posts and dugouts, prepared barbed
wire defences and, where necessary, fought alongside the infantry.

The battalion left Egypt on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 26 March. They
entrained for the north and saw action around Armentieres and Bois Grenier during April and
May, and Pte McCullagh was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 4 July.

They moved south to the Somme in late July and participated in the 2™ Division’s attack on
Pozieres on 28 July, for the loss of over 200 casualties, and L Cpl McCullagh was also
promoted to Corporal there on 4 August. He was further promoted to Lance Sergeant on 3
November and then again to Sergeant (Sgt) on 16 January 1917.

After the Germans had withdrawn to the Hindenburg Line in March 1917, the pioneers
supported the 2™ Division’s attack on Bullecourt and Reincourt on 3 May, tasked with the
construction of trench blocks on the 6™ Brigade’s right flank.

For his “Consistently good work since March”, Sgt McCullagh was awarded a Mention in
(General Sir Douglas Haig’s) Despatches on 9 April, then promoted to Second Lieutenant
(2 Lt) on 16 May 1917.

The battalion moved north to the Ypres area in early September 1917 where, in the lead up to
the Battle of Menin Road on 20 September, they constructed new roads and shelters large
enough to house over a thousand men each. Their two weeks in the line cost them 79
casualties (14 killed).

In early October, the unit repaired damaged roads and dugouts near Zonnebeke before and
during the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, for the loss of another 41 men (12
killed), following which 2™ Lt McCullagh was promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 14 October.

The battalion was duplicating a “plank”™ road east of Ypres on 1 November, when Lt
McCullagh sustained multiple gunshot wounds to his right arm and head. He was evacuated
to the 14™ General Hospital at Boulogne from 2 — 4 November, then transferred to England,
where he was admitted to the 2™ Eastern General Hospital at Cambridge from 4 November —
25 February 1918.

He returned to France on 15 May but before he could rejoin his unit, he was hospitalised at
the 2" General Hospital at Le Havre with a fever and debility between 17 May — 18 June. He
eventually rejoined the 2™ Pioneers, in the field near Villers-Bretonneux, on 17 July 1918.
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Following the success of the allies’ Amiens offensive on 8 August, the pioneers followed
close on the heels of the Australian infantry. They repaired roads and filled in countless bomb
craters to enable the field artillery and supply trains to keep up with the advancing troops.

The battalion’s final action came at Montbrehain, where the 2™ Pioneers were used primarily
as infantry during the actual assault on the village. They moved into the line on 4 October,
taking over from an exhausted infantry brigade, then joined the dangerous "mopping up
operations" in the village the next morning, where they lost 19 men killed and 87 others
wounded, one of whom was Lt McCullagh who sustained a gunshot wound to his right
forearm on 5 October 1918.

Some of the German trenches at Montbrehain in the aftermath of the 5 October attack

He was evacuated to the 8" Red Cross Hospital at Roeun from 6 — 13 October, then
transferred to England and admitted to the 3 London General Hospital between 13 October —
21 November. After a stint at the Tooting Military Hospital from 21 November — 21 January
1919, he was discharged to the Overseas Training Brigade later the same day.

He was placed on leave from 5 March until he embarked for Australia on 28 March.

Lieutenant Stanley John McCullagh MiD disembarked in Melbourne on 8 May, where his
Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF was terminated on 30 June 1919.
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Name: McCullagh, Stanley John

Service Number

3584

Date enlisted

31 August 1915

Place enlisted

Toowoomba, Queensland

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 25™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |3 January 1916
HMAT AS55 Kyarra

Stated age/DOB (if known)

26 years, 9 months (6/11/1888)

Place of birth

Cobram, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Cook
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

McCullagh, Mr John, father,
Stokes Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 6 feet 1 %2 inches, weight — 10 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 38 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant

Final Unit 2" Pioneer Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

1 November 1917
near Ypres, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wounds to right arm & head

Date and place wounded (2)

5 October 1918
Montbrehain, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Gunshot wound to right forearm

Date and ship embarked for Australia

28 March 1919
HT Karoa

Date discharged 30 June 1919

Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals Mention in Despatches, British War Medal, Victory
Medal

Notes Home Service WW2 (SN V9191).

Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor.
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George Fordham Mouchemore

Gunner (Gnr) 114 George Fordham Mouchemore enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade in
Sydney on 5 June 1915.

He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez Canal to England, where he
disembarked at Devonport on 23 August. The very same day he was admitted to the
Devonport Military Hospital (no details) then discharged on 3 September.

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries,
the 54™ and 55", each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers
respectively (increased to six in July 1917).

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36™ Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the
command of the British 17" Corps.

Gnr Mouchemore was evacuated sick with erythema nodosum and admitted to the 1*
Australian General Hospital at Rouen between 31 May — 9 June, then transferred to England
and admitted to the 3™ London General Hospital from 10 — 28 June. He never rejoined his
unit in France and instead reported to Perham Downs Camp after his release from hospital.

Eventually, on 13 March 1917, he was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) and detached for
permanent duty on the staff of No. 1 Command Depot, where he served for the remainder of
the war, initially at Perham Downs, and then at Sutton Veny from late 1917 onwards.

He was later hospitalised with tonsilitis between 13 — 20 April 1917, then with influenza from
23 June — 2 July 1918.

On 7 February 1919, his attachment was terminated, and he embarked for return to Australia
on 2 March.

Corporal 114 George Fordham Mouchemore disembarked in Sydney on 22 April, then made
his way to Melbourne where he was medically discharged from the AIF (no details) on 5 July
1919.
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Name: Mouchemore, George Fordham

Service Number 114

Date enlisted 5 June 1915

Place enlisted Sydney, NSW

Rank on enlistment Gunner

Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade

Previous military service

Royal Australian Garrison Artillery —
7 years (serving)

Date and ship embarked for overseas

17 July 1915
HMAT A67 Orsova

Stated age/DOB (if known)

26 years

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status

Married

Occupation

Professional soldier

Religion

Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Mouchemore, Mrs Fanny, wife,
19 Symonds Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Artillery Barracks, Sydney, NSW

Appearance Sallow complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 10 stone, 4 1bs

Final Rank Corporal

Final Unit 36" Heavy Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in France

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |2 March 1919
HT Derbyshire

Date discharged 5 July 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (illness)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal
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George Henry Edward Robson

Private (Pte) 1294 George Henry Edward Robson enlisted in the 38™ Infantry Battalion in the
10™ Infantry Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division at Geelong on 1 February 1916. He was
promoted to Lance Sergeant (L Sgt) and embarked overseas on 20 June and disembarked in
Plymouth on 10 August, where he joined the 10" (Brigade) Training Battalion.

He was subsequently attached to the training battalion as a member of the permanent cadre
from 1 January 1917 and he also attended the 34™ Physical and Bayonet Training Course at
Aldershot from 30 June — 17 July 1917.

He was promoted to Extra Duties and Pay (EDP) Regimental Sergeant Major from 26
September then reverted to his original rank of Lance Sergeant upon his embarkation to
France on 30 January 1918, where he was taken on strength of the 38" Battalion, in the field
near Messines, on 7 February.

Following the success of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme on 21 March, the 38"
Battalion was rushed south three days later, where they moved into Marrett Wood near
Morlancourt, at the junction of two exhausted British armies. On 28 March about 100
Germans attacked the battalion but they were repulsed with heavy casualties.

On 25 April 1918, the battalion was in the line near Buire sur Ancre where, according to the
38t Battalion unit diary, they conducted several raids and patrols during the night.
Presumably it was during one of these patrols that L Sgt Robson sustained a gunshot wound
to his left thigh. He was evacuated to the 1% General Hospital at Etretat from 29 April — 27
May, then transferred to England and admitted to the 2™ Southern General Hospital in Bristol
between 28 May — 8 July, where his left leg was amputated above the knee.
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He then spent ten weeks at the 2" Auxiliary Hospital at Southall between 8 July — 25
September, following which he was granted leave from 26 September — 4 October. He
returned to the hospital and then embarked for return to Australia on 5 January 1919.

Lance Sergeant 1294 George Henry Edward Robson disembarked in Melbourne on 7 March
1919, where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 30 May 1921.

Name: Robson, George Henry Edward

Service Number

1294

Date enlisted

1 February 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 38" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |20 June 1916

HMAT A54 Runic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 44 years (22/9/1871)
Place of birth Ballarat, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Builder and contractor
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Robson, Mrs Harriet Eva, wife,
Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches, weight — 11 stone,
chest measurement — 35/39 inches

Final Rank Lance Sergeant

Final Unit 38™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

25 April 1918
Buire, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to left thigh (amputated)

Date and ship embarked for Australia

5 January 1919
HT Kanowna

Date discharged

30 May 1921

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 31 May 1955.
Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor.
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Harold John Snape

Able Bodied Driver (Dvr) 145 Harold John Snape enlisted in the Royal Australian Naval
Bridging Train (RANBT) in Melbourne on 24 March 1915 (note the anchor cap badge). The
unit embarked overseas on 4 June and disembarked at Imbros on 25 July.

The RANBT was originally intended to be a horse drawn engineering unit attached to the
British Royal Naval Division in France, however they were diverted to Gallipoli in August
1915 to undertake infrastructure work on the Suvla Bay beachhead, such as pier building and
maintenance.

They evacuated Gallipoli on the nights of 16 and 17 December and arrived back in Egypt on
20 January 1916, where they were tasked with operating and maintaining the “swinging”
pontoon bridges that crossed the Suez Canal.

While this work was important, the men considered it dull and boring, although they did
come under fire from German aircraft on several occasions. In April, 98 members of the
Bridging Train (about a third of its complement) requested transfers to AIF units then heading
to France, one of whom was Dvr Snape, who was transferred to the 12" Field Artillery
Brigade in the 4™ Australian Division on 2 April.

The brigade departed Egypt on 2 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 10 June, then moved
north to le Havre to collect their field guns, horses and other equipment. They moved to and
operated in the Dickebusch area for the next five months, during which time Dvr Snape was
re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr) on 27 July 1916.

He was then seconded to the 2™ Australian Division Headquarters at Reninghelst between 28
September — 28 November 1916, although the nature of his duties there remains unclear.

50



In March 1917, the brigade moved to Frechencourt as the Germans withdrew to the
Hindenburg Line, and they supported the capture of Lagnicourt on 25 March. While artillery
was not required for the first attack on Bullecourt on 11 April, which ended in disaster, the
12" FAB provided fire support for the second attempt on 3 May.

Gnr Snape was granted leave in England from 7 — 29 September 1917, then promoted to
Bombardier (Bdr) on 2 October.

He was selected to attend the Royal Artillery Cadet School in St John’s Wood, London on 22
December, and he left France later the same day.

He arrived at the school on 4 January 1918 and on 26 June was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant (2™ Lt). He returned to France on 16 July and rejoined the brigade on 24 July.

In early August, the 12" FAB moved south to the Somme and, on 8 August, provided
protective barrages for the 4™ Division near Hamelet. The offensive was a complete success,
and the forward movement of all units was quite rapid compared to previous engagements.

The brigade next covered the advance on Proyart on 15 August, and it was here that 2™ Lt
Snape was gassed on the same day. He was evacuated to the 8" General Hospital at Rouen
but ultimately died there of his wounds on 19 August 1918.

Second Lieutenant Harold John Snape was buried in the St Sever Cemetery, Rouen, France.
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Headstone at St Sever Cemetery, Roeun Commissioned as a Second Lieutenant
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Name: Snape, Harold John

Service Number

145

Date enlisted

24 March 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Able Bodied Driver

Initial Unit

Royal Australian Naval Bridging Train

Date and ship embarked for overseas

4 June 1915
HMAT A39 Port Macquarie

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years (15/10/1893)

Place of birth Albert Park, Victoria
Marital status Single

Occupation Draughtsman
Religion Christian Scientist

Next of kin and address

Snape, Mr John, father,
91 Buckley Street, Essendon, Victoria

Permanent address

91 Buckley Street, Essendon, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches,
chest measurement — 33/38 inches

Final Rank Second Lieutenant

Final Unit 12" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

15 August 1918
Proyart, France

Nature of wounds

Gassed

Date and place died 19 August 1918

8™ General Hospital, Rouen, France
Cemetery details St Sever Cemetery, Rouen, France.

Officers Section, Plot C, Row 2, Grave 3
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Connection to Queenscliff unknown
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Henry Edgar Spriggins

Sapper (Spr) 183 Henry Edgar Spriggins enlisted in the 1% Australian Divisional Signals
Company in Melbourne on 23 October 1914. He embarked overseas on 22 December and
disembarked in Egypt about four weeks later.

Signals Companies were tasked with providing communications from divisional headquarters
to those of subordinate units. Most communications were generally by field telephone, which
required line to be laid. The line was buried where possible but would often be cut or broken
by artillery fire and/or road traffic. If this occurred, it would have to be re-laid, which was a
dangerous task on the battlefield.

ALETREALIAN WAR MEMORIAL H1TO24)

ANZAC area signals office of the I Australian Divisional Signal Company, AIF, 1915

We know that Spr Spriggins served at Gallipoli, but his service record is unclear as to exactly
when. In late July or early August, he contracted enteric fever and dysentery and was
evacuated to Egypt via HMHS Galeka on 2 August 1915.

He was initially admitted to the 19" General Hospital on 7 August, but the next day he was
transferred to the 21* General Hospital in Alexandria.

Still in hospital three months later, on 8 November his condition was listed as dangerously ill,
and he eventually succumbed to his illness on 21 November 1915.

Sapper 183 Henry Edgar Spriggins was buried in the Chatby Military & War Memorial
Cemetery, Alexandria, Egypt later the same day.
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Name: Spriggins, Henry Edgar

Service Number

183

Date enlisted

23 October 1914

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sapper

Initial Unit

¥ Divisional Signal Company

Date and ship embarked for overseas

22 December 1914
HMAT A30 Borda

Stated age/DOB (if known)

23 years, 4 months (20/6/1891)

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Telegraphist (PMG)
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Spriggins, Mr Henry, father,
53 Kent Street, Kew, Victoria

Permanent address

53 Kent Street, Kew, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches, weight — 10 stone,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Sapper

Final Unit 1** Divisional Signal Company

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate Died of illness (enteric fever/dysentery)
Date and place died 21 November 1915
21* General Hospital,
Alexandria, Egypt
Cemetery details Chatby Military & War Memorial Cemetery,
Alexandria, Egypt
Row A, Grave 17
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Queenscliff Memorial

Garden Rolls of Honor, Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor, Kew War Memorial and the
Postmaster General’s Department Roll of Honor,
Hawthorn.
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Francis George Stephens

Private (Pte) 2528 Francis George Stephens enlisted in the 59" Infantry Battalion in the 15®
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Queenscliff on 22 May 1916. He embarked
overseas on 25 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 11 November, where he joined
the 15" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire.

He left England on 16 January 1917 and landed in France the next day, where he was taken
on strength of the 59 Battalion, in the field near Flers, on 22 January.

Following the German withdrawal to their new defences on the Hindenburg Line in late
March, the 59™ Battalion entered the line to defend newly captured territory near Bullecourt
between 10 — 13 May 1917, during which time they sustained 137 casualties, one of whom
was Pte Stephens who sustained a shrapnel wound to his left eye. He was treated at the 22
General Hospital at Camiers between 14 — 17 May and rejoined the battalion on 8 June.

The battalion spent several weeks resting in the Sercus area during August and September
(where Pte Stephens was also promoted to Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on 17 August) then moved
into Belgium in late September.

By 25 September the battalion had reached Westhoek Ridge and then, at 5.50am on 26
September they participated in the 4™ and 5" Division’s successful attack on Polygon Wood.
The 59 Battalion suffered 268 casualties in the attack, including 68 men killed or missing.

55



Back in camp following the action, L/Cpl Stephens was further promoted to Corporal (Cpl)
on 7 October. Three days later the battalion was involved in salvage work in front of the
Ypres Canal when Cpl Stephens sustained a shrapnel wound to his left leg on 10 October.

He was evacuated to the 24™ General Hospital at Etaples from 11 — 15 October. After
spending several weeks at various convalescent depots, he rejoined the 59 Battalion, out of
the line and resting at Lindenhoek, on 26 November. He was then granted leave in England
from 31 January — 18 February 1918.

Following news of the German breakthrough on the Somme in late March, the battalion was
on the march from Meteren to Bailleul when a single German shell landed among them and
wounded seven men, one of whom was Cpl Stephens who was gassed on 24 March. He was
admitted to the 7™ General Hospital at St Omer between 26 March — 9 April, then rejoined the
battalion, which had moved south and was fighting near Villers-Bretonneux, on 26 April.

On 4 July, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15" Brigade, including the 59"
Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. The battalion
achieved all their objectives for the loss of 65 casualties (16 killed).

Cpl Stephens was seconded for duty with the 4™ (British) Army Scouting Observation &
Sniping School from 13 July — 2 August, when he returned to the 59 Battalion.

During the allies’ August offensive from Amiens, the 5" Division (which included the 59
Battalion) “passed through” the 3™ Division and continued the advance for several
kilometres, capturing the villages of Harbonnieres and Vauvillers on 9 August, for the loss of
110 battalion casualties, one of whom was Cpl Stephens, who received shrapnel wounds to
his back and right thigh on 8 August.

He was initially evacuated to the 2" Canadian Stationary Hospital at Outreau on 10 August,
then transferred to England where he was admitted to the Edmonton Military Hospital from
12 — 28 August.

He was moved to the 3" Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford from 28 August — 30 September and
then transferred to the No. 2 Convalescent Depot at Weymouth, where he spent the remainder
of the war.

Corporal 2528 Francis George Stephens embarked for Australia on 8 November 1918 and
disembarked in Melbourne on 29 December, where he was medically discharged from the
AIF on 2 February 1919.
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Name: Stephens, Francis George

Service Number 2528

Date enlisted 22 May 1916

Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 59" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |25 September 1916
HMAT A9 Shropshire

Previous military service

Senior cadets and 69™ Infantry Battalion (CMF)

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 2 months (9/2/1897)

Place of birth

Point Lonsdale, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Student
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Stephens, Mr George, father,
Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 % inches, weight — 7 stone, 12 1bs,
chest measurement — 31/34 inches

Final Rank Corporal

Final Unit 59 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

13 May 1917 — Bullecourt, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to left eye

Date and place wounded (2)

10 October 1917 — Ypres, Belgium

Nature of wounds (2)

Shrapnel wound to left leg

Date and place wounded (3)

24 March 1918 — near Bailleul, France

Nature of wounds (3)

Gassed

Date and place wounded (4)

8 August 1918 — Harbonnieres, France

Nature of wounds (4)

Shrapnel wound to back and right thigh

Date and ship embarked for Australia

& November 1918
HMHS Gaika

Date discharged 2 February 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe

Roll of Honor.
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George Taylor Stephens

Private (Pte) 6896 George Taylor Stephens enlisted in the 22" Infantry Battalion in the 6
Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Brunswick on 27 February 1917, aged
almost 44 years.

He embarked overseas on 11 May and disembarked at Devonport on 20 July, where he joined
the 6™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Fovant Camp in Wiltshire.

After almost five months of training, Pte Stephens departed England on 4 December and
landed in France the next day, where he was taken on strength of the 22" Battalion, resting in
the field near Mount Kemmel, on 11 December 1917.

After a long period of rest and following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918,
the 22" Battalion was rushed south and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, where battalion
orders were issued and simply read, “There will be no withdrawal. Every bit of ground will be
fought for.” As it turned out the main German offensive had already petered out by then.

On 19 May 1918, the 6™ Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the
front line around Morlancourt. The 22" Battalion was heavily involved in the assault, which

was considered a complete success with 330 Germans and 45 machine guns captured. Overall
22 Battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed).

By 16 July the battalion had moved to the Aubigny area and while here it was subjected to a
three-hour German mustard gas bombardment and sustained another 200 casualties.

The 22" Battalion was down to only 120 riflemen when, on 18 August, it was ordered to
capture the village of Herleville. Not surprisingly, the action only partially succeeded, and the
battalion lost another 60 men — 19 killed and 41 wounded or captured.

Subsequently strengthened by reinforcements, the battalion was again ordered into the line on
27 August, where they helped to advance the line another 1,500 yards east of Cappy, and then
another 2,000 yards the next day to Black Wood.

On 31 August the battalion moved to a support position near Clery-sur-Somme, north-west of
Mont St Quentin. Given its depleted state the 22" Battalion was the 6™ Brigade reserve for
the Australian assault on 1 September, so they were mainly involved in carrying duties during
the famous attack.

The battalion then took part in the last action fought by the AIF on the Western Front, the
Battle of Montbrehain, on 5 October 1918. In a short, but difficult fight, all the objectives
were achieved by around 10.00 am, for the loss of 87 battalion casualties (22 killed).

That night, the battalion left the line for the final time and Pte Stephens was subsequently
granted leave in England from 2 — 22 December 1918.

He returned to England on 16 May 1919 and embarked for Australia on 7 July.
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Private 6896 George Taylor Stephens disembarked in Melbourne on 5 September, where he
was discharged from the AIF on 5 October 1919.

Name: Stephens, George Taylor

Service Number

6896

Date enlisted

27 February 1917

Place enlisted

Brunswick, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |11 May 1917

HMAT All Ascanius

Stated age/DOB (if known)

43 years, 6 months

Place of birth

Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Stephens, Mrs May, wife,
Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 8 stone, 12 lbs,
chest measurement — 34/37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 22 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |7 July 1919
HT Chemnitz

Date discharged

5 October 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 19 April 1925 (at sea).
Father of Francis George Stephens (SN 2528).
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Alfred Stanley Stringer

Private (Pte) 459 Alfred Stanley Stringer enlisted in the 5" Infantry Battalion in the 2"
Infantry Brigade of the Australian Division at Albert Park on 18 August 1914. He embarked
overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Egypt on 1 December.

On 5 April 1915, the 5™ Battalion embarked for the island of Lemnos, where they practiced
disembarking from the ship and climbing the local hills each day. On the night of 24 April,
the troopships departed Mudros Harbour and sailed for Gallipoli.

From 5.30 am on 25 April 1915 the battalion disembarked from their transports into smaller
boats and were towed toward the beaches. The 5% Battalion landed as part of the second wave
and found the beach crowded with troops and wounded men. Between 25 — 29 April, the 5%
Battalion sustained 660 casualties, and on 2 May, Pte Stringer was promoted to Lance
Corporal (L Cpl).

On 6 May 1915, the 2" Brigade was moved 20 km south by boat to Cape Helles, where they
participated in a poorly planned, British led attack on Krithia between 8 — 11 May. The 5
Battalion sustained heavy casualties in the action, one of whom was L Cpl Stringer who
sustained a gunshot wound to his left foot on 9 May.

He was evacuated to Malta and hospitalised at the Royal Navy Hospital at Mtarfa from 17
May — 6 July and rejoined the 5" Battalion at Gallipoli on 2 October, where he was promoted
to Corporal on 31 October, and then to Sergeant (Sgt) on 27 November. The battalion
evacuated Gallipoli in late December and returned to Egypt on 7 January 1916.
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Sgt Stringer was sent to the Corps School of Instruction at Zeitoun on 2 March and promoted
to Second Lieutenant (2" Lt) on 12 March.

The battalion embarked for France on 25 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 30 March,
where they entrained for the 63-hour journey to the Hazebrouck region in the north. The 5%
Battalion entered the front line at Fromelles on 30 April, where they spent the next two
weeks, being relieved on 13 May.

During this period, the battalion lost 25 men (five killed). They re-occupied the same trenches
between 28 May — 10 June for the loss of another 25 men (three killed).

After a brief period in Belgium, the 5" Battalion was moved south to the Somme from 12
July and reached Albert on 21 July, where the 1 Division was ordered to attack and capture
the French village of Pozieres on 23 July. The division achieved its objectives and then had to
withstand several fierce counter attacks and the most severe artillery bombardments that any
Australian soldiers had encountered to that time. The 5" Battalion suffered 446 casualties,
one of whom was 2" Lt Stringer, who was killed in action on 25 July.

ALSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The main street of Pozieres, December 1916

Second Lieutenant Alfred Stanley Stringer was buried near where he fell, however his
remains were subsequently re-interred in the Pozieres British Cemetery at Ovillers-La-
Boisselle, France in 1921.
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Name: Stringer, Alfred Stanley

Service Number

459

Date enlisted

18 August 1914

Place enlisted

Albert Park, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

5% Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Senior cadets — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1914
HMAT A3 Orvieto

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years 1 month

Place of birth

Scoresby, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Bank official

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Stringer, Mr Fred, father,
Home Affairs,

Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Albert Park, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, dark hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 '4 inches, weight — 10 stone, 9 Ibs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Second Lieutenant

Final Unit 5% Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place wounded

9 May 1915
Kfrithia, Gallipoli, Turkey

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to left foot

Date and place died 25 July 1916
Pozieres, France
Cemetery details Pozieres British Cemetery,
Ovillers-La-Boisselle, France.
Plot IV, Row P, Grave 13
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Camperdown War

Memorial
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Frank Thomson

Driver (Dvr) 73 Frank Thomson enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion, most likely in the
supply column, in Geelong on 13 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 10 November and
disembarked in Egypt on 26 December. After several months training, the battalion departed
Egypt on 18 June 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north.

They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July.
Although in reserve and providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed), and then
had to remain and hold part of the line for the next week.

By 23 November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month:
Killed — 16; Wounded — 62: Missing — 1; Sick to hospital — 211.

On 23 March 1917, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29*
Battalion held off a strong German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties
amounting to 29 killed and 105 wounded or missing. Dvr Frank Thomson was later granted
leave in France from 2 — 14 August 1917.

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5" Division’s assault
on Polygon Wood, planned for dawn on 26 September 1917.
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Despite heavy losses (46 killed and 205 wounded or missing in the 29™ Battalion alone), all
the objectives were taken, and the ground held against six German counter attacks over the
following 24 hours.

View from Polygon Wood looking toward Zonnebeke, 21 September 1917

After the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, the 29" Battalion remained in the
Messines and Ypres area during early 1918.

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, in late March 1918 the 5
Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29"
Battalion moved into reserve near Cachy (supporting the British 18™ Division) and then to
Corbie where they remained as 8" Brigade reserve for the rest of the month.

It was while serving here that Frank Thomson sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his
knee, thigh, and cheek, and was gassed, during a German artillery bombardment on 27 April.

He was evacuated to the 24™ General Hospital at Etaples on 30 April, and then to the 1*
Southern General Hospital in Birmingham from 4 — 30 May. He spent the next three months
at Hurdcott Camp until 30 August, and then a further six weeks at Leighton Deverill, before
he embarked again for France on 12 October.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 58" Battalion on 17 October, as the 29®
Battalion had been disbanded due to lack of numbers. He remained with them until 14
February 1919, when he returned to England.

Driver 73 Frank Thomson boarded a ship for return to Australia on 13 April and disembarked
in Melbourne on 31 May, where he was formally discharged from the AIF on 23 July 1919.
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Name: Thomson, Frank

Service Number

73

Date enlisted

13 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Driver

Initial Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 November 1915
HMAT A1l Ascanius

Previous military service

3 years Citizen Military Forces

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Butcher
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Thomson, Mr Robert, father,
Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 %2 inches, weight — 10 stone,
chest measurement — 35 '5 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 58" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

27 April 1918
Corbie, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to knee, thigh and cheek. Gassed.

Date and ship embarked for Australia

13 April 1919
HT Wyreema

Date discharged

23 July 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 1947.

Brother of Harry Thomson (SN 74).

Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor, Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll
and the Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor.
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Harry Thomson

Driver (Dvr) 74 Harry Thomson enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion, most likely in the
supply column, in Geelong on 14 July 1915. The brothers embarked overseas on 10
November and disembarked in Egypt on 26 December. After several months training, they
departed Egypt on 18 June 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, then travelled
north.

They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July.
Although in reserve and providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed), and then
had to remain and hold part of the line for the next week.

By 23 November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month:
Killed — 16; Wounded — 62: Missing — 1; Sick to hospital — 211.

Harry Thomson was granted leave in England from 8 — 24 January 1917. On 23 March,
following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29" Battalion held off a strong
German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties amounting to 29 killed and 105
wounded or missing.

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5% Division’s assault
on Polygon Wood, planned for dawn on 26 September. Despite heavy losses (46 killed and
205 wounded or missing in the 29" Battalion alone), all the objectives were taken, and the
ground held against six German counter attacks over the following 24 hours.

After the conclusion of Third Ypres, the 29" Battalion remained in the Messines and Ypres
area during early 1918, when Dvr Thomson enjoyed leave in England from 2 — 19 February.

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, in late March 1918 the Australian
5% Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29
Battalion moved into reserve near Corbie where they remained as 8™ Brigade reserve for the
remainder of April.

During the allies’ Amiens offensive launched on 8 August, the battalion took part in the 8"
Brigade's advance up the Morcourt Valley, where they captured the town of Vauvillers.

The battalion fought its last battle of the war in late September 1918 alongside the 30™
American Division, when they breached the German defences on the Hindenburg Line near
Bellicourt, for the loss of 80 men (17 killed).

After the cessation of hostilities, Harry Thomson was transferred and taken on strength of the
5% Divisional Train (supply column) on 12 November, as the 29" Battalion had been
disbanded due to lack of numbers. He remained with them until 1 February 1919, when he
returned to England.
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Name: Thomson, Harry

Service Number

74

Date enlisted

14 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Driver

Initial Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 November 1915
HMAT A1l Ascanius

Stated age/DOB (if known)

23 years, 9 months

Place of birth

Wallington, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Butcher
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Thomson, Mr Robert, father,
Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 % inches, weight — 10 stone, 8 1bs,
chest measurement — 36 % inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 5% Divisional Train

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

8 April 1919
HT Trasos Montes

Date discharged 15 July 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1967.

Brother Frank Thomson (SN 73).

Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor and the Queenscliff Fire Brigade
Honor Roll.
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Leslie Thwaites

Gunner (Gnr) 6797 Leslie Thwaites enlisted in the 4™ Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 2™
Australian Division in Melbourne on 22 September 1915. He embarked overseas on 18
November and disembarked at Suez in Egypt on 15 December.

The brigade departed Egypt on 14 March and disembarked on 19 March, where they
entrained north to le Havre to collect their field guns and other equipment. During May —
June they operated in the relatively quiet Armentieres and Messines sectors.

In July the brigade moved south to the Somme area, where they provided constant artillery
fire support for the multiple Australian attacks at Pozieres and Mouquet Farm between 23
July — 3 September 1916.

The brigade operated around Flers and Gueudecourt in the latter part of 1916 then remained
in the Somme sector for several months. At some stage in early 1917, Gnr Thwaites was
granted leave in England, during which he became ill with trench feet and was hospitalised at
the 3" Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford from 15 January. There are no details on his discharge,
but on 20 March he returned to France, where he rejoined the brigade at Vaulx on 14 April.

On 3 May the brigade supported the 2" Division’s assault on Bullecourt then moved north to
Belgium in July, where Gnr Thwaites was wounded in action near Dickebusch on 24 July (no
details) but remained at duty.

He was promoted to Bombardier (Bdr) on 10 September as the brigade operated around
Zillebeke for several weeks, including for the 1 and 2" Division’s attack along the Menin
Road on 20 September, after which he spent time at a rest camp from 2 — 17 October.

He was granted leave in England from 17 February — 12 March 1918 and, not long after his
return, news of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme filtered through. The 4™ FAB
moved south on 4 April and entered the line near Baizieux on 10 April. They remained there
for several months and supported the 6™ Brigade’s capture of Ville sur Ancre on 19 May, then
provided fire support for the 15" Brigade’s successful feint from Ville sur Ancre on 4 July,
during the Battle of le Hamel further to the south.

Bdr Thwaites was detached to the 2™ Division Signal Company on 7 July then attended the
Australian Corps Signals School from 1 August — 20 September, when he rejoined the
brigade, which provided fire support for the AIF’s last action of the war at Montbrehain on 5
October. The 4™ FAB continued to support British and American troops until 19 October.

Bdr Thwaites contracted influenza and was hospitalised at the 9" General Hospital at Rouen
between 28 October — 4 November, then transferred to England and admitted to the 5%
Southern General Hospital at Portsmouth from 6 — 29 November. He was granted leave from
2 — 16 December, then embarked for return to Australia on 14 January 1919.

Bombardier Leslie Thwaites disembarked in Melbourne on 27 February, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 13 April 1919.
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Name: Thwaites, Leslie

Service Number

6797

Date enlisted

22 September 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

4" Field Artillery Brigade

Previous military service

Citizens Military Forces — 3 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 November 1915
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 7 months

Place of birth

Drysdale, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Postal mail motor driver

Religion

Methodist

Next of kin and address

Thwaites, Mr Alfred, father,
Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 % inches, weight — 10 stone, 7 1bs,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Bombardier

Final Unit 4™ Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

24 July 1917
Dickebusch, Belgium

Nature of wounds

No details (remained at duty)

Date and ship embarked for Australia

14 January 1919
HT City of York

Date discharged

13 April 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

1914/1915 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 1961.

Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor and the Postmaster General’s
Department Victoria Roll of Honor.
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Wesley Albert Arnold Thwaites

Private (Pte) 3425 Wesley Albert Arnold Thwaites enlisted in the 38" Infantry Battalion in the
10" Infantry Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 1 August 1917. He
embarked overseas on 22 December and disembarked in Egypt on 16 January 1918.

He departed Egypt on 24 January and landed at Taranto, Italy on 2 February. From there he
sailed to England, where he disembarked at Southampton on 14 February, then joined the 10™
(Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He proceeded to France on 6 May, where he was taken on strength of the 38" Battalion, in the
field at Ribemont, on 9 May 1918.

The 38™ Battalion was 10" Brigade reserve for the allies’ Amiens offensive on 8 August and
played no active part. It did however take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on 10
August, where 107 casualties were sustained (including 25 killed or missing).

The front line kept moving forward and from 28 — 31 August 1918 the 38" Battalion
supported the 2™ Division’s left flank in an action near Clery-sur-Somme, about 4km north-
west of Mont St Quentin, at the cost of another 150 casualties.

On 29 September, Pte Thwaites became ill with broncho pneumonia and was hospitalised at
the 2™ General Hospital at le Havre from 1 — 26 October. He was transferred to England the
next day, where he was admitted to the Graylingwell War Hospital in Chichester between 29
October — 16 November, after which he was granted leave from 16 — 30 November.
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He had obviously not fully recovered from his illness as he was subsequently diagnosed with
effort syndrome and embarked for Australia on 18 December 1918.

Private 3425 Wesley Albert Arnold Thwaites disembarked in Melbourne on 5 February,
where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 20 February 1919

Name: Thwaites, Wesley Albert Arnold

Service Number 3425

Date enlisted 1 August 1917

Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 38™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |22 December 1917
HMAT A38 Ulysses

Previous military service or 4 years senior cadets

enlistment attempts? 1 year - 69™ Battalion, CMF

Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years (17/7/1898)

Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Baker

Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address Thwaites, Mr William John, father,
Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 3 2 inches, weight — 7 stone, 8 lbs,
chest measurement — 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 38" Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Italy, France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |18 December 1918
HT Aeneas
Date discharged 20 February 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (effort syndrome)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also served in WW2 (V14839).
Died 1955.
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Irving Thomas Gardiner Turnbull MC

Sapper (Spr) 43 Irving Thomas Gardiner Turnbull enlisted in the 1% Light Horse Brigade
Signal Troop at Broadmeadows on 3 September 1914. He embarked overseas on 20 October
and disembarked in Egypt in early December.

The signal troop embarked for Gallipoli on 9 May and disembarked on the night of 11 — 12
May, where they established positions in Monash Gully and at Pope’s Hill a few days later.

While still on Gallipoli, Spr Turnbull was re-mustered as a Gunner and transferred to the 2™
Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) on 25 June, then promoted to Bombardier (Bdr) on 8
September 1915.

The brigade commenced their evacuation of the peninsula on 17 December and completed it
two nights later, minus several of their guns, which had to be destroyed. After some time on
Lemnos, they arrived back in Egypt on 3 January 1916.

Bdr Turnbull was transferred and taken on strength of the 1 Field Artillery Brigade in the 1%
Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 8 March and then promoted to Second Lieutenant (2™
Lt) on 12 March.

The brigade departed Egypt on 21 March and disembarked at Marseilles on 27 March, where
they entrained to le Havre to collect their new field guns, horses and other equipment, then
moved north to the Steenwerck area, where 2™ Lt Turnbull was also promoted to Lieutenant
(Lt) on 13 June 1916.

The 1% FAB moved to the Somme and provided fire support for the Australian infantry
operations around Pozieres and Mouquet Farm during the period from late July to mid-
September 1916. For his work during the initial stages of the Battle for Pozieres, 2™ Lt
Turnbull was recommended for, and subsequently awarded, the Military Cross on 16 August
1916. The citation read:

“On the occasion of the capture of Pozieres from 22 July to 26 July 1916. Throughout
the operations there had been the utmost difficulty in maintaining communication
between Artillery liaison right Battalion and I*' FA Brigade Headquarters. Lieut.
Turnbull has organised and maintained communication by runner and telephone
through the heavily shelled trenches and enemy Artillery barrages with untiring
energy and gallantry. His fine example has assisted the telephonists, linesman and
runners of this Brigade through the most arduous and dangerous times.”

Following the battle of the Somme and the horrendous 1916-17 winter, the Germans
withdrew their defensive line to new positions in late March 1917, but before dawn on 15
April and without any warning, around 16,000 Germans attacked the 1* Division lines at
Lagnicourt, behind which many of the field batteries were located, including those of the 1*
FAB. They penetrated the Australian line and overran several batteries and captured 21 field
guns. The situation was in fact so dire the batteries were ordered to remove their guns’ breech
blocks and for their men to withdraw.

72



At around 7.00 am, a counterattack by four AIF battalions — around 3,500 men — advanced
through the Australians’ own gun positions and eventually drove the Germans out of the
village. They re-captured all the guns, 16 of which remained intact. Overall Australian
casualties amounted to 1,010, including 300 captured, while German casualties totalled
2,300, with 362 taken prisoner. Remarkably, the Australian field guns were generally back in
action by 11.30 am.

The brigade moved north to Belgium in mid-July 1917, where they came under the command
of British II Corps until 3 September, during the opening engagements of Third Ypres.

Later that month the brigade moved to the east of Ypres and supported the successful
Australian attack on Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, then remained in the line. During the
lead up to the unsuccessful attempt on Passchendaele a week later, Lt Turnbull sustained
shrapnel wounds to his back and abdomen on the night of 11 — 12 October 1917.

He was evacuated to the 17" Casualty Clearing Station later the same day, then to the 14™
General Hospital at Wimereux from 20 — 27 October, when he was transferred to England
and admitted to the 3™ London General Hospital between 27 October — 30 November (where
his spleen was also later removed).

He spent further time recuperating at the 5 Auxiliary Hospital, where he was also promoted
in absentia to the rank of Captain on 10 January 1918, then embarked for return to Australia

on 30 January.

Captain Irving Thomas Gardiner Turnbull MC disembarked in Melbourne on 21 March,
where his appointment as a commissioned officer in the AIF was medically terminated on 19
September 1918.
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Name: Turnbull, Irving Thomas Gardiner

Service Number

43, 1587

Date enlisted

3 September 1914

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sapper

Initial Unit I** Light Horse Brigade Signal Troop
Previous military service 3 years — Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
(serving)
Date and ship embarked for overseas |20 October 1914
HMAT A10 Karroo

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years, 7 months

Place of birth

Camberwell, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Professional soldier

Religion

Methodist

Next of kin and address

Turnbull, Mrs ME, mother,
16 Parker Street, Footscray, Victoria

Permanent address

Artillery Barracks, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 6 feet, weight — 10 stone, 15 lbs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Captain

Final Unit 1** Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

12 October 1917
Passchendaele, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to back and abdomen
(spleen removed)

Date and ship embarked for Australia

30 January 1918
HT Euripides

Date discharged 19 September 1918

Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated
(Medically Unfit)

Honours/medals Military Cross, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal,
Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe

Roll of Honor and the Royal Australian Garrision
Artillery 3™ Military District Honor Roll.
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Alfred Walbanche

Private (Pte) 4813 Alfred Walbanche enlisted in the 21 Infantry Battalion in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Brunswick on 23 February 1916.

He embarked overseas on 4 April, but his service record is silent as to where and when he
disembarked in England.

He left England on 16 September and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 21* Battalion, in the field at Brandhoek, Belgium on 28 September.

After a short rest period, the battalion headed south and moved into the front line near Flers
on 3 November, where they experienced the heavy, energy sapping mud for the first time, and
it was here that Pte Walbank sustained a gunshot wound to his right leg on 8 November 1916.

ALSTRALAN WAR MEMORIAL

Australian soldiers move along the sunken road in front of Flers, November 1916

He was evacuated to the 5™ General Hospital at Rouen from 10 — 15 November, then
transferred to England and admitted to the Duchess of Connaught’s Canadian Red Cross
Hospital at Taplow from 17 November — 5 December.

After his recovery, he was also diagnosed with varicose veins and deemed “over-age”, and he
embarked for return to Australia on 13 February 1917.

Private 4813 Alfred Walbanche disembarked in Melbourne on 12 April, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 18 May 1917.
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Name: Walbanche, Alfred

Service Number

4813

Date enlisted

23 February 1916

Place enlisted

Brunswick, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Ex-Australian Artillery — 9 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

4 April 1916
HMAT A14 Euripides

Stated age/DOB (if known)

44 years, 3 months

Place of birth

London, England

Marital status Married
Occupation Storekeeper
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Walbank, Mrs Elizabeth, wife, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Tanned complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 %2 inches, weight — 7 stone, 15 lbs,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 21 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

8 November 1916
Flers, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to right leg

Date and ship embarked for Australia

13 February 1917

HT Ulysses
Date discharged 18 May 1917
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (over age)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1939.

Enlisted in AIF as Alfred Walbank.
Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor.
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Claude Ernest Ward

Private (Pte) 2094 Claude Ernest Ward enlisted in the 23" Battalion at Queenscliff on 26 July
1915. He embarked overseas on 26 August and arrived in Egypt about four weeks later.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 22" Infantry Battalion, in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2™ Australian Division at Zeitoun on 14 March 1916. The battalion embarked
for France on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 26 March, where they entrained
for the north and spent time in and out of the line around Fleurbaix during April.

On 27 July the 2™ Division entered the line at Pozieres. The 22™ Battalion, although not
directly involved in the attacks between 27 — 30 July, nevertheless lost 354 men (including 60
killed or missing), one of whom was Pte Ward who was killed in action on 27 July 1916.

77



His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 2094 Claude Ernest Ward is remembered on the Australian National Memorial,
Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Name: Ward, Claude Ernest

Service Number 2094

Date enlisted 26 July 1915

Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 23 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |26 August 1915
HMAT A68 Anchises

Previous military service 3 years senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years

Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Carrier

Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address Ward, Mr Walter Frederick, father,
Point Lonsdale, Victoria

Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes,

height — 5 feet 4 ' inches, weight — 10 stone, 3 lbs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22 Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 27 July 1916
Pozieres, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian
National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe

Roll of Honor, Queenscliff Memorial Garden Rolls
of Honor, Point Lonsdale State School Roll of
Honor and the Point Lonsdale War Memorial.
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Henry Ward

Driver (Dvr) 172 Henry Ward enlisted in the 1% Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) of the 1*
Australian Division in Melbourne on 18 August 1914. Being a Driver meant he would have
led a team of horses, as all field artillery and associated supply wagons were horse drawn. He
embarked overseas on 18 October and disembarked at Alexandria on 5 December.

After the Australians landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915, the 1** FAB continued south and
disembarked at Cape Helles on 6 May, where they supported joint British, French, Australian
and New Zealand operations there until 30 September. In early October, the field guns and
their crews embarked for Anzac Cove, while the horses, wagons and their teams, including
Dvr Ward, embarked for Alexandria. When the Anzacs evacuated Gallipoli in late December,
the field guns had to be destroyed as they could not be embarked in secrecy.

After a period of reorganisation and training, the 1st FAB departed Egypt on 21 March 1916
and disembarked at Marseilles on 27 March, where they moved north to le Havre to collect
their new field guns, horses and other equipment. Dvr Ward was hospitalised for just over a
week with tonsilitis from 10 — 19 April and rejoined the brigade on 15 June 1916.

The 1% FAB provided fire support for the Australian infantry operations around Pozieres and
Mouquet Farm during late July to mid-September 1916. Dvr Ward was hospitalised in Rouen
with trench feet on 17 November, then evacuated to the Reading War Hospital in England on
9 December. Post discharge, he was granted leave in England from 2 — 17 February 1917. He
then spent the next seven months in various camps training and regaining his fitness.

He embarked for France on 25 September and eventually rejoined the 1% Field Artillery
Brigade, in the field east of Ypres, Belgium on 1 October. The very next day, Dvr Ward
sustained shrapnel wounds to his back and hip during a German artillery barrage as the 1*
FAB was moving forward to support the forthcoming operation at Broodseinde Ridge.

He was evacuated to the 2" Stationary Hospital at Abbeville on 4 October, and then to the
Graylingwell War Hospital in England on 17 October, where he remained for a month. He
spent another four months in various convalescent and training camps, before again
embarking for France on 30 April 1918, where he rejoined his unit, in the field near Strazeele,
on 15 May.

Complications from the original wound to his hip caused Dvr Ward to be re-admitted to
hospital on 20 May, and he rejoined the brigade on 16 June. The 1* FAB moved south to the
Somme in early August and provided fire support for the allied offensive from Amiens that
commenced on 8 August. Shortly afterward, Dvr Ward contracted venereal disease and was
initially admitted to the 1* Stationary Hospital at Rouen on 1 September, and then the 39™
General Hospital at le Havre on 4 October.

On 10 October, he was diagnosed with broncho pneumonia and transferred to the 2™ General
Hospital, also at le Havre, where he subsequently died of his illness on 13 October 1918.

Driver 172 Henry Ward was buried at the Saint-Marie Cemetery, le Havre, the next day.
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Name: Ward, Henry

Service Number

172

Date enlisted

18 August 1914

Place enlisted

Maribyrnong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Driver

Initial Unit

1** Field Artillery Brigade

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 October 1914
HMAT A8 Argylishire

Previous military service or

enlistment attempts?

18 months Royal Australian Field Artillery,
Melbourne

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years

Place of birth

Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Professional soldier

Religion

Church of England

Next of kin and address

Ward, Mr WJ, father,
Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Maribyrnong Barracks, Melbourne

Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 '4 inches, weight — 8 stone, 4 Ibs,
chest measurement — 32/36 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 1** Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Died of illness (broncho pneumonia)

Date and place wounded

2 October 1917
Ypres, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to back & hip

Date and place died 13 October 1918
2" General Hospital,
le Havre, France
Cemetery details Sainte-Marie Cemetery,
le Havre, France.
Plot V, Row J, Grave 4
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the St George the Martyr

Anglican Church Roll of Honor and the Borough of
Queenscliffe Roll of Honor
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Roy Charles Ward

Driver (Dvr) 1326 Roy Charles Ward enlisted in the 37" Infantry Battalion in the 10™ Infantry
Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division in Geelong on 24 July 1915. He would have been
attached to the battalion’s transport section and his rank indicates he would have led a team of
horses, as all transport was horse drawn at the time.

He embarked overseas on 3 June 1916 and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 25 July. He
departed England on 22 November and arrived in France the next day, where he later
contracted mumps and was hospitalised at the 7" General Hospital at St Omer between 14
January — 4 February 1917 and rejoined the battalion on 9 February.

The 37" Battalion’s first major engagement on the Western Front occurred on 7 June 1917 at
the Battle of Messines Ridge, where the 3™ Division helped to capture the high ground in
conjunction with New Zealand and British troops. Battalion casualties amounted to 402 men,
including 71 killed.

The battalion’s next action, an attack on the village of Passchendaele on 12 October 1917,
was a disaster. The soldiers were subjected to German artillery fire while they waited then,
once the attack commenced, were pinned by machine gun fire, and hindered by deep mud, so
made no headway at all, at a cost to the 37" Battalion of another 250 casualties (71 killed).

Things quietened down at the conclusion of Third Ypres and the Australians used the next
few months to recuperate and re-train, although Dvr Ward was treated for scabies at the 10™
Field Ambulance between 28 November — 30 December 1917.

He was granted leave from 23 March 1918, but this was cancelled just two days later as the
3" Division was rushed south to help stem the German advances on the Somme. While the
main thrust of the German Spring Offensive had petered out by the time they arrived, and
only minor skirmishes ensued, the battalion remained in the area for several months and Dvr
Ward eventually took his long awaited leave in England between 5 — 22 July.

The 37" Battalion was Brigade reserve for the Amiens offensive on 8 August and played no
active part. It did, however, take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on 10 August,
where another 103 casualties were sustained.

Soon after, Dvr Ward contracted a fever and was hospitalised at Rouen, and then Buchy,
between 31 August — 27 September. Upon his discharge, he returned to the front on 5 October
but was transferred and taken on strength of the 8" Battalion two days later, as the 37"
Battalion had been disbanded due to dwindling numbers.

He sailed for England on 20 March 1919 and embarked for Australia on 12 May.

Driver 1326 Roy Charles Ward disembarked in Melbourne on 29 June, where he was
subsequently discharged from the AIF on 3 February 1920.
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Name: Ward, Roy Charles

Service Number

1326

Date enlisted

24 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Driver
Initial Unit 37" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |3 June 1916

HMAT A34 Persic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

25 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Ward, Mr Charles Thomas, father,
Point Lonsdale, Victoria

Permanent address

Point Lonsdale, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, hazel eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 10 stone, 11 lbs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 8™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |12 May 1919

HT Soudan
Date discharged 3 February 1920
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1964.

Also remembered on the Point Lonsdale State
School Roll of Honor, Point Lonsdale War
Memorial and the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of
Honor.
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Victor James Ward

Private (Pte) 2786 Victor James Ward enlisted in the 29 Infantry Battalion in the 8" Infantry
Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Geelong on 5 March 1916. He embarked overseas on
14 March and disembarked in Egypt on 15 April, where he was taken on strength of the
battalion on 25 May.

After several weeks further training, the battalion departed Egypt on 18 June and
disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north. They experienced their
first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July. Although in reserve and
providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was eventually committed to
the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed).

By late November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month:
Killed — 16; Wounded — 62: Missing — 1; Sick to hospital — 211, one of whom was Pte Ward,
who was hospitalised with trench feet from 22 November — 6 December 1916.

Shortly afterwards, Pte Ward contracted bronchitis and influenza and was hospitalised in
Rouen on 23 December, then transferred to the 1% Eastern General Hospital in Cambridge
from 2 January — 12 February 1917. Post discharge, he spent a month convalescing at
Weymouth between 12 February — 12 March, and then four months at Perham Downs Camp.

He returned to France on 21 July however was again hospitalised in Rouen with appendicitis
from 6 — 18 August and rejoined the 29" Battalion on 26 August. This too was short lived
though, as he was hospitalised with an abscess on his face at the 16" US Hospital at Le
Treport from 24 September — 5 October and rejoined the battalion again on 26 October 1917.

After the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, the 29" Battalion remained in the
Messines and Ypres area during early 1918. In response to the German Spring Offensive on
the Somme, in late March the 5™ Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British
line. On 6 April, the 29™ Battalion initially moved into reserve near Cachy, and then to
Corbie, where they remained for the rest of April.

Pte Ward was granted leave in France from 12 July, but he subsequently contracted venereal
disease and was hospitalised at the 39" General Hospital at le Havre from 28 July — 24
October 1918, after which he was transferred to the 59" Battalion on 30 October, as the 29"
Battalion had been disbanded due to low numbers. He was also granted leave in England
between 4 — 28 November, during which time he was married in Cambridge.

He returned to England on 2 April 1919 but had to wait for a family ship to become available.
Eventually, suitable berths for a husband, wife and child were found and he embarked for
Australia on 15 November.

Private 2786 Victor James Ward disembarked in Melbourne on 26 December, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 25 April 1920.
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Name: Ward, Victor James

Service Number

2786

Date enlisted

5 March 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 29 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |14 March 1916
HMAT A68 Anchises

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

Royal Australian Navy 1 June 1912 — 6 February
1914 (dismissed from RAN after he served 21 days
imprisonment in Melbourne Gaol (offence not
stated)

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 9 months (28/4/1897)

Place of birth

Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Ward, Mr William J, father,
Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches, weight — 9 stone, 11 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 59" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

15 November 1919 (with wife & child)
HT Ormonde

Date discharged

25 April 1920

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Married Miss Mary Florence Carter at Parish
Church, Cambridge, UK on 13 November 1918.
Died 12 August 1957.

Also remembered on the Point Lonsdale State
School Roll of Honor and Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor.
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Walter James Webb

WW?2 enlistment photo 1941

Private (Pte) 8225 Walter James Webb enlisted in the 2" Field Bakery in the 2" Australian
Division in Melbourne on 6 July 1915.

He embarked overseas on 30 November and disembarked in Egypt in late December, where
he contracted influenza and was hospitalised at the 2" Australian General Hospital in Cairo
on 19 January 1916.

Having recovered from his illness, he rejoined his unit, and they left Egypt on 17 March.
They disembarked in Marseilles on 23 March, where they entrained north and established
their ovens at Calais, where they would remain for the duration of the war.

A field bakery comprised a compliment of between 90 and 100 men and included six bakery
sections of ten ovens each, capable of making bread to support up to 26,000 troops.

Pte Webb was evacuated sick to the Lahore British General Hospital at Calais with varicose
veins from 13 — 21 April, which were operated on, then convalesced at various camps until
late June. He rejoined the field bakery on 10 July 1916.

He enjoyed leave in England from 8 — 20 March 1917, was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 8
October, then granted further leave in England between 25 January — 8 February 1918.

He was hospitalised at the 30™ General Hospital in Calais with debility and a fever between
30 March — 3 April, then spent the next six weeks convalescing before he rejoined the unit on
14 May.
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After the war ended, he was hospitalised at the 39" General Hospital with scabies from 26
February — 3 March 1919, after which he left France on 12 March and returned to England,
from where he embarked for Australia on 11 May.

Corporal 8225 Walter James Webb disembarked in Melbourne on 28 June, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 22 August 1919.

Name: Webb, Walter James

Service Number

8825

Date enlisted

6 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

2" Field Bakery

Date embarked for overseas

30 November 1915

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 10 months (29/9/1895)

Place of birth

London, England

Marital status Single
Occupation Baker
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Wells, Mrs J, aunt,
Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Sallow complexion, brown curly hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 % inches, weight — 9 stone, 4 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Corporal

Final Unit 2" Field Bakery

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |11 May 1919
HT Zealandia

Date discharged

22 August 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Home Service WW2 (SN V19665).
Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor.
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Edward Thomas Werry

ALLT RALIAN WAR PAEMIGRIAL DAl sl |

Private (Pte) 3498 Edward Thomas Werry enlisted in the 57™ Infantry Battalion in the 15"
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 19 February 1917. He
embarked overseas on 21 June and disembarked in Liverpool on 26 August, where he joined
the 15" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire.

After four months training, he left England on 18 December and landed in France the next
day, where he was taken on strength of the 57" Battalion, resting near Doudeauville, on 25
December 1917.

As news of the German Spring offensive on the Somme filtered through, the Australian units
in the north were put on alert and then rushed south to meet it. The 57" Battalion arrived at
Corbie on 30 March 1918 and established their defences, although the peak of the assault had
passed.

The Germans however made one more concerted effort on 24 April, and they captured
Villers-Bretonneux from the British units that were defending it. The capture of the village
meant the Germans could now shell the crucial rail hub of Amiens.

The position needed to be rectified quickly and at 10.00 pm on 24 April 1918, the 13" and
15" Brigades (including the 57" Battalion) staged a night-time counterattack at bayonet point
and without artillery support. The Germans were stunned and, over the course of the next two
days, eventually routed, as the Australians re-captured Villers-Bretonneux.
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Overall 57" Battalion casualties numbered only 72 (12 killed) while German casualties were
significantly higher. The German offensive on the Somme was at an end.

The 57" Battalion was mainly in reserve for the Amiens offensive on 8 August and the
subsequent 15" Brigade assault on Peronne at the end of the same month.

The battalion’s last major action, the joint Australian and American assault on the Hindenburg
Line, occurred between 29 September — 1 October 1918, when the 5" Division (including the

57™ Battalion) passed through the American 30" Division and captured Bellicourt. They were

relieved the next day and left the front line for the last time.

Breaking the Hindenburg Line by Frank Schoonover

Pte Werry was granted leave in England from 26 October — 15 November and then promoted
to Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on 18 February 1919.

He was seconded to a salvage party, recovering lost or damaged battlefield equipment, from
26 February, but this was cut short when he was enrolled in an agriculture and animal
husbandry course at No.14 (British) Veterinary Hospital, situated near Abbeville, from 5 — 30
March 1919.

Lance Corporal 3498 Edward Thomas Werry sailed to England on 30 May and embarked for
Australia on 24 July. He disembarked in Melbourne on 27 September, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 27 October 1919.
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Name: Werry, Edward Thomas

Service Number

3498

Date enlisted

19 February 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 57" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |21 June 1917

HMAT A29 Suevic

Previous military service

Four years senior cadets.
6 months 69" Infantry Battalion, CMF

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 6 months

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Werry, Mrs Elizabeth, mother,
Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 8 stone, 3 1bs,
chest measurement — 31/35 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 57™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

24 July 1919
HT Bakara

Date discharged

27 October 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 1972.
Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor.
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Andrew Clifford Phillip Williamson

Gunner (Gnr) 34068 Andrew Clifford Phillip Williamson enlisted in the Field Artillery
Brigades reinforcements in Melbourne on 22 January 1917. He embarked overseas on 11
May and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 20 July, where he joined the Reserve Brigade
Australian Artillery (RBAA) at its Larkhill Camp for the next six weeks.

He proceeded overseas to France on 11 September, where he was taken on strength of the 6™
Field Artillery Brigade, in the field at Zillebeke, Belgium, on 17 September, where they
supported the 1 and 2™ Division’s successful assault from Menin Road on 20 September.

ALIETRAL B VWA RO AL Enca2n0

Batteries of the 5" Field Artillery Brigade in action near Ypres, September 1917

After a week or two out of the line, the brigade returned to Zillebeke and provided artillery
fire support for the first two weeks of November, after which Third Ypres wound down, and
they took over the line near Kemmel for several weeks.

During late March 1918, the brigade was operating near Messines, when it regularly came
under German counter battery fire. During one of these bombardments, Gnr Williamson was
gassed on 23 March 1918, evacuated, and admitted to the 35" General Hospital at Calais a
week later.

He embarked for England on 8 April, where he was hospitalised at the 2™ Southern General
Hospital in Bristol until 7 May, after which he was granted leave until 21 May 1918.

He also spent a month at the 1% Northern General Hospital in Newcastle from 23 July — 24
August (no details given) and returned to the RBAA on 6 September.
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He then contracted influenza and was further hospitalised at the Military Hospital at Sutton
Veny for five weeks between 2 November — 10 December 1918. He never returned to France
and boarded a ship for Australia on 19 February 1919.

Gunner 34068 Andrew Clifford Phillip Williamson disembarked in Melbourne on 7 April,
where he was formally discharged from the AIF on 10 September 1919.

Name: Williamson, Andrew Clifford Phillip

Service Number 34068
Date enlisted 22 January 1917
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Field Artillery Brigades reinforcements
Date and ship embarked for overseas |11 May 1917
HMAT A1l Ascanius
Previous military service 4 years cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 8 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Electrician
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Williamson, Mr Joseph, father,
1 Market Street, St Kilda, Victoria
Permanent address 1 Market Street, St Kilda, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 7 inches, weight — 8 stone, 12 1bs,
chest measurement — 32/36 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 6™ Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded 23 March 1918
Messines, Belgium

Nature of wounds Gassed

Date and ship embarked for Australia |19 February 1919
HT Orca

Date discharged 10 September 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe
Roll of Honor and Queensclift Fire Brigade Honor
Roll.
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Walter Story Young

Gunner 949 Walter Story Young (standing 4" from left, back row)

Gunner (Gnr) 949 Walter Story Young enlisted in the 36" Heavy Artillery Group at
Queenscliff on 27 February 1917. He embarked overseas on 9 May and disembarked in
Plymouth on 29 July. After three months training, he left England on 31 October and landed
in France the next day, where he was taken on strength of the 54" Battery at Rousdamme on
12 November 1917.

The group was organised into two batteries, the 54™ and 55®, each equipped with six 8 inch
Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers respectively. Large and immobile, the guns could not
easily be redeployed without lifting equipment and were the largest used by the Australians.
They were designed to pulverise enemy defensive positions, which often comprised concrete
blockhouses and deep underground dugouts impervious to Field Artillery.

Gnr Young was evacuated sick to hospital with a fever on 16 November. Later diagnosed as
epidemic catarrh, he was treated at the 35™ General Hospital at Calais between 19 — 29
November, then rejoined the unit on 26 December.

The designation of the group was changed to 36" Heavy Artillery Brigade (HAB) in January
1918 and in early April, the Germans commenced the second stage of their Spring Offensive
near Armentieres. The 36" HAB was involved in continuous defensive fire around Messines,
Ploegsteert Wood and Neuve Eglise from 9 — 18 April, when the main threat ended, and the
unit remained in the north throughout May — September. During this period, Gnr Young also
spent two weeks at the 2" Army Rest Camp between 29 August — 13 September 1918.

While heavy artillery operations wound down from mid-October as it became obvious a
major German withdrawal was underway, the unit advanced east. When the armistice was
declared on 11 November, they had reached Tourcoing, on the Belgian border.
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Gnr Young was granted leave to England from 28 November — 13 December, then promoted
to Corporal (Cpl) on 10 March 1919. He left France for the last time on 5 May and embarked
for return to Australia on 4 July.

Corporal 849 Walter Story Young disembarked in Melbourne on 18 August, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 17 September 1919.

Name: Young, Walter Story

Service Number 949

Date enlisted 27 February 1917

Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Gunner

Initial Unit 36" Heavy Artillery Group

Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery - serving

Date and ship embarked for overseas |9 May 1917
HMAT A38 Ulysses

Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 2 months (15/11/1892)
Place of birth Mandurang, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Young, Mrs Mary, mother,
Sedgwick via Bendigo, Victoria
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Vic.
Appearance Fair complexion, black hair, brown eyes,

height — 6 feet 1 inch, weight — 10 stone, 8 lbs,
chest measurement — 37/40 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 36" Heavy Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |4 July 1919
HT Norman
Date discharged 17 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Sedgwick State School

Roll of Honor, Bendigo Great War Roll of Honor
and the Royal Australian Garrison Artillery 3
Military District Honor Roll.
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