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When researching the names on the Rolls of Honor at the Queenscliffe Memorial Garden, it quickly became 
apparent that many of the soldiers had misspelt surnames or incorrect initials, or no initials at all in some cases. 
Where these errors have been identified, they are noted in the individual soldier biographical tables. For some of 
the soldiers, a clear link to Queenscliff was not immediately obvious, but further digging unearthed past 
connections. For others, as they were the only soldiers to have enlisted in the AIF with those exact initials, and 
not survive the war, they have been included. In only one case, that of Wood MJ, was I unable to identify any 
AIF enlistee with sufficient certainty to include in the book. 
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Edward Frederick Robert Bage was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the AIF in Melbourne 
on 25 August 1914 and allocated to the 3rd Field Company Engineers (FCE) in the 3rd Infantry 
Brigade of the 1st Australian Division. 

He embarked overseas on 22 September and during the voyage was promoted to Captain 
(Capt) on 18 October. He disembarked in Egypt on 10 December, where the company 
entrained for Mena Camp. 

The 3rd FCE departed Egypt and embarked for Lemnos on 5 April 1915, where they 
constructed portable water storage containers and transport sleds for conveying various 
building materials ashore at Gallipoli.

The 3rd FCE landed early on the morning of 25 April with the men of the 3rd Brigade, and 
immediately tried to establish water storage and supply arrangements, which was difficult in 
the confusion and the narrow confines of the landing beach. 

In broad daylight on 7 May, Capt Bage and two sappers were attempting to peg out an 
approach to an unoccupied Turkish trench just forward of Leane’s Post, when he was shot and 
killed. 

Captain Edward Frederick Robert Bage’s body was subsequently recovered, and he was later 
buried at Beach Cemetery, Gallipoli, Turkey.

Edward Frederick Robert Bage
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Name: Bage, Edward Frederick Robert
Date enlisted 25 August 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Lieutenant
Initial Unit 3rd Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 22 September 1914

HMAT A2 Geelong
Previous military service Royal Australian Engineers &

Submarine Mine Engineers, 
Swan Island, Victoria

Stated age/DOB (if known) 26 years, 4 months (17/4/1888)
Place of birth St Kilda, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Bage, Mrs E, mother, 

Fulton Street, East St Kilda, Victoria
Permanent address Fulton Street, East St Kilda, Victoria
Appearance Height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 10 stone, 10 lbs, 

chest measurement – 33/37 inches
Final Rank Captain
Final Unit 3rd Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 7 May 1915

Leane’s Post, Gallipoli, Turkey
Cemetery details Beach Cemetery, Gallipoli, Turkey. 

Plot I, Row D, Grave 7
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Member of Sir Douglas Mawson’s 

1912 Antarctic Expedition.
Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor, Australian Antarctic Division Honor 
Roll, MCC Roll of Honor 1914 – 1918, Melbourne 
Grammar School WW1 Fallen Honor Roll, All 
Saints Anglican Church St. Kilda East Mausoleum 
Memorial.
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Gunner (Gnr) 14 Rollo William Barker enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade (SAB) in 
Queenscliff on 6 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez 
Canal to England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August and joined the Siege 
Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). 

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and 
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same 
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first 
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps, and Gnr Barker was promoted to Bombardier on 1 May. 

In early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval and, on 23 July, they fired in support of 
Australian infantry for the first time in the war when the 1st Division attacked and captured 
Pozieres. They remained in this area, supporting Australian, British and Canadian infantry, 
for the next eight months, during which time Bdr Barker was also promoted to Corporal (Cpl) 
on 16 November 1916.

Rollo William Barker
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On 13 December, Cpl Barker was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) and transferred to the newly 
established 338th Siege Battery (equipped with two 8 inch Howitzers and two 9.2 inch 
Howitzers), still within the 36th HAG structure.

He returned to England on 16 December and joined the new battery at Stowlangtoft. At the 
completion of training, Sgt Barker left England on 24 July 1917 and arrived in France the 
next day, where the 338th Battery was disbanded, and he was transferred to 36th HAG 
Headquarters at Dunkerke on 1 August. 

He was transferred to the 36th HAG Signals Section on 1 October and then promoted to 
Second Lieutenant (2nd Lt) on 10 December 1917, after which he was granted leave in 
England between 25 January – 11 February 1918.

On 27 February 1918, 2nd Lt Barker had collected the unit payroll from Fletre and was 
returning to headquarters along the Bailleul – Armentieres Road when he collided with a 
horse and rider. A subsequent inquiry into the incident heard evidence and recorded the 
following:

“2nd Lieutenant Barker was riding a Triumph motorcycle, after drawing the pay of the 
unit, on 27 February 1918. He was travelling at a very rapid rate along the Bailleul-
Armentieres Road when he collided with a horse being ridden by Captain Mulholland, 
3rd Machine Gun Company. Barker fell heavily some distance away. He was 
transferred to the 2nd Australian Casualty Clearing Station (at Trois-Arbres), where he 
was declared dead, having suffered a fracture to the base of his skull.”

A verdict of “Accidental Death”, with no blame attached to either party, was recorded by the 
inquiry.

Second Lieutenant Rollo William Barker was buried in Trois-Arbres Cemetery, Steenwerck, 
France, on 28 February 1918.
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Name: Barker, Rollo William
Service Number 14
Date enlisted 6 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years, 8 months (17/9/1891)
Place of birth Tallarook, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Barker, Mr Francis, father, 

“Moet”, Colac, Victoria
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, hazel eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 14 lbs, chest 
measurement – 34/38 inches

Final Rank Second Lieutenant
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Accidental death (motorcycle accident)
Date and place died 27 February 1918

2nd Casualty Clearing Station, 
Trois-Arbres, Steenwerck, France

Cemetery details Trois-Arbres Cemetery, Steenwerck, France. 
Plot II, Row E, Grave 1

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, Third 
Military District Honor Roll and St Stephens 
Anglican Church Tallarook Roll of Honor.
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Gunner (Gnr) 59 Archibald Eric Ivan Bickers enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade at 
Queenscliff on 2 June 1915.

He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez Canal to England, where he 
disembarked at Devonport on 23 August.

Immediately on his arrival in England, Gnr Bickers was admitted to the Devonport Military 
Hospital suffering from acute pleurisy and pneumonia, to which he eventually succumbed 
and died on 26 August 1915.

Gunner 59 Archibald Eric Ivan Bickers was buried at Weston Mill Cemetery, Plymouth, 
Devon, England on 30 August 1915.

Archibald Eric Ivan Bickers

Gnr Bicker’s headstone at Weston Mill Cemetery, Plymouth, Devon, England
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Name: Bickers, Archibald Eric Ivan
Service Number 59
Date enlisted 2 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 4 months (19/1/1896)
Place of birth Rupanyup, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Bickers, Mr Alfred, father, 

Rupanyup, Victoria
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 2 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/38 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in n/a
Fate Died of illness (acute Pleurisy and Pneumonia)
Date and place died 26 August 1915

Devonport Military Hospital, England
Cemetery details Weston Mill Cemetery, 

Plymouth, Devon, England
Section C, Grave 3515

Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor and the Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, 
Third Military District Honor Roll.
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Private (Pte) 2385 Charles Percival Yule Caithness enlisted in the 46th Infantry Battalion in 
the 12th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Australian Division in Geelong on 8 June 1916. 

He embarked overseas on 7 September and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 29 
October, where he joined the 12th (Brigade) Training Battalion at its Codford Camp in 
Wiltshire.

He sailed from England on 21 December and arrived in France the next day, where he was 
eventually taken on strength of the 46th Battalion, at Mametz Camp, on 27 January 1917.

The 46th Battalion moved into the front line near Noreuil on 7 April and were scheduled to 
attack the German Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 10 April, however the assault was called 
off at the last minute. 

The hastily and poorly planned attack nevertheless went ahead the next day, without the 
benefit of an artillery barrage and instead using British tanks as support, most of which failed 
to even make it to the start line. 

Charles Percival Yule Caithness

German soldiers inspecting a knocked out British tank captured on 11 April 1917

The result was inevitable and the 46th Battalion, in the vanguard of the attack, sustained 387 
casualties, including 43 killed and 138 missing (many of whom became prisoners of war).

One of those killed in action on 11 April 1917 was Pte Caithness. The ground was not held, 
and his body was never recovered, so he has no known grave.
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Name: Caithness, Charles Percival Yule
Service Number 2385
Date enlisted 8 June 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 46th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 7 September 1916

HMAT A15 Port Sydney
Previous military service 69th Infantry Battalion, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 6 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Baker
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Caithness, Mrs Ann, mother, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 ¼ inches, weight – 10 stone, 11 lbs, chest 
measurement – 37 ½ inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 46th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Killed in Action
Date and place died 11 April 1917

Bullecourt, France
Cemetery details No Known Grave.

Commemorated on the 
Australian National Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the St George the Martyr Anglican 

Church Roll of Honor and Borough of Queenscliffe 
Roll of Honor.
Listed in error as Caithnous.

Private 2385 Charles Percival Yule Caithness is remembered on the Australian National 
Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, France.
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Private (Pte) 2149 Lawrence Robson Coltish enlisted in the 21st Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 12 July 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 27 September and disembarked in Egypt about five weeks later, where he was 
taken on strength of the 21st Battalion at Tel el Kebir on 7 January 1916, after their return 
from Gallipoli.

The battalion departed Egypt on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 26 March 1916. 
After spending several weeks in the quiet Fleurbaix sector, the 21st Battalion was in reserve 
for the 6th Brigade attack on Pozieres on 4 – 5 August. The battalion provided carrying parties 
but nevertheless sustained 289 casualties (including 36 killed or missing), as their positions 
were under constant German observation and artillery fire.

Following two weeks “rest”, which included an inspection by King George V at Vadencourt 
on 10 August, the 21st Battalion moved back into the line for an assault on Mouquet Farm on 
26 August. The attack failed and the battalion sustained 391 casualties (171 killed/missing). 

After a rest period in Flanders until late October, the battalion again headed south and moved 
into the front line near Flers on 3 November 1916, where they experienced the heavy, energy-
sapping mud for the first time – the northern winter of 1916-17 was particularly harsh and 
trench foot was a common complaint. They next moved into the line at Delville Wood on 
Christmas morning 1916, and “enjoyed” a lunch of bully-beef and bread. 

Lawrence Robson Coltish MM



12

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in late March 1917, the battalion 
cautiously moved forward and captured several French villages in the ensuing weeks. For his 
actions during this period, Pte Coltish was recommended for, and awarded, the Military 
Medal on 3 April 1917. The citation read:

“For conspicuous gallantry and endurance as stretcher bearers near Longatte on 20 
March 1917. The wounded had to be collected under artillery and machine gun fire and 
carried a considerable distance under fire. These stretcher bearers in complete disregard 
of their own safety worked their hardest to get the wounded away at the earliest 
opportunity.”

On 3 May, the battalion was directly involved in a major attack on the Hindenburg Line itself, 
and it was here on 4 May that Pte Coltish was killed in action, one of 340 casualties sustained 
by the battalion during the Second Battle of Bullecourt (80 killed or missing). 

Australian troops and dugouts in a sunken road on the outskirts of Bullecourt, 19 May 1917. 
Note the makeshift graveyard nearby.

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave. 

Private 2149 Lawrence Robson Coltish is remembered on the Australian National Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, France.
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Name: Coltish, Lawrence Robson
Service Number 2149
Date enlisted 12 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 September 1915

HMAT A20 Hororata
Previous military service South Australian infantry (CMF)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 29 years, 11 months
Place of birth Heidelberg, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Lamble, Mrs Annie Florence, mother, 

Moama Road, East Malvern, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Sallow complexion, brown hair, blue/grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 10 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 37/39 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in Action
Date and place died 4 May 1917

Bullecourt, France
Cemetery details No Known Grave.

Commemorated on the 
Australian National Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals Military Medal, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, 
Victory Medal

Notes Also listed on the St George the Martyr Anglican 
Church Roll of Honor and Borough of Queenscliffe 
Roll of Honor.



14

Trooper (Tpr) 1962 Albert William Cook enlisted in the 8th Light Horse Regiment in the 3rd

Light Horse Brigade in Melbourne on 31 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 27 January 
1916 and disembarked in Egypt in late February.

He was hospitalised at Heliopolis with a broken bone in his right hand from 4 – 23 March, 
and then in Alexandria between 23 March – 26 April, when he was discharged back to the 3rd

(LH Brigade) Training Battalion at Tel el Kebir.

On 1 July, Tpr Cook was promoted to temporary Corporal and transferred to Serapeum, 
where he was taken on strength of the 3rd LH (Brigade) Double Squadron, a dismounted unit 
made up of surplus light horse reinforcements raised specifically for the defence of the Suez 
Canal. He was further promoted to temporary Sergeant (Sgt) on 25 July but reverted to 
Trooper on 2 November 1916 when the Double Squadron was disbanded, and the men were 
transferred to the Australian Camel Training Battalion at Abbassia. 

He was attached for duty with the 4th Australian Camel Regiment on 20 December and then 
formally taken on strength of the 1st Anzac Battalion, Imperial Camel Corps (ICC) at El 
Arish, on 24 February 1917.

Albert William Cook 

Men of the Imperial Camel Corps washing their camels at El Arish, February 1917

The camel corps consisted of four battalions totalling around 3,000 officers and men. 
Approximately 55% of the men were Australian, 30% were British and 15% from New 
Zealand and India. Like the light horse, they rode their camels to the enemy before 
dismounting and fighting on foot as conventional infantry.
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Name: Cook, Albert William
Service Number 1962
Date enlisted 31 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Trooper
Initial Unit 8th Light Horse Regiment
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 January 1916

HMAT A1 Hymettus
Previous military service 5th Squadron, 10th Light Horse, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 6 months
Place of birth Box Hill, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Estate agent
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Cook, Mr Thomas, father, 

Watt Street, Box Hill, Victoria
Permanent address Box Hill, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, 

height – 6 feet, weight – 12 stone, 
chest measurement – 35/40 inches

Final Rank Trooper
Final Unit 1st Anzac Battalion, Imperial Camel Corps
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Sinai, Palestine
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 19 April 1917

Gaza, Palestine
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on the Jerusalem Memorial, Israel
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Box Hill War Memorial and the Shire of 
Nunawading Honor Roll.
Connection to Queenscliff unknown.

The ICC participated in the failed Second Battle of Gaza on 19 April. They attacked under 
heavy fire with virtually no ground cover and incurred 213 casualties, including 49 killed or 
missing, one of whom was Tpr Cook. He was initially reported as wounded and missing, then 
later confirmed as being killed in action during the battle. His body was never recovered, and 
he has no known grave. 

Trooper 1962 Albert William Cook is remembered on the Jerusalem Memorial, Israel.



16

Private (Pte) 2010 Bertie Devlin enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th Infantry 
Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Geelong on 26 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 
18 February 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 22 March, where he was taken on strength of 
the 29th Battalion at Brighton Beach on 1 April 1916.

Shortly after his arrival, he contracted measles and was hospitalised at the 1st Australian 
Stationary Hospital at Ismailia from 4 – 24 April. He then came down with a fever and was 
hospitalised at the 3rd Australian General Hospital at Abbassia from 3 May – 6 June 1916. 

The 29th Battalion had already embarked for France, so Pte Devlin was attached to the 5th

Division Details Camp at Tel el Kebir from 9 July. He departed Egypt on 2 August and 
disembarked in England on 22 August, where he joined the 8th (Brigade) Training Battalion in 
Wiltshire.

He left England on 10 September and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 29th Battalion, in the field near Armentieres, on 28 September 1916. As the 
northern winter approached, the conditions in the trenches worsened, and Pte Devlin 
contracted bronchitis on 30 November. He was evacuated and hospitalised at the 8th General 
Hospital in Rouen from 5 – 29 December, and he rejoined the battalion on 7 January 1917.

On 23 March, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29th Battalion 
held off a strong German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties amounting to 29 
killed and 105 wounded or missing. Pte Devlin was later granted leave in France from 21 
August – 3 September. 

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5th Division’s assault 
on Polygon Wood, planned for dawn on 26 September 1917. Despite heavy losses (46 killed 
and 205 wounded or missing in the 29th Battalion alone), all the objectives were taken, and 
the ground held against six German counter attacks over the following 24 hours. 

After the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, the 29th Battalion remained in the 
Messines and Ypres area during early 1918. In response to the German Spring Offensive on 
the Somme, in late March 1918 the 5th Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering 
British line. 

On 6 April, the 29th Battalion moved into reserve near Cachy (supporting the British 18th

Division) and then to Corbie. They remained in Corbie as 8th Brigade reserve for the rest of 
the month, during which time Pte Devlin was promoted to Lance Corporal on 21 April. 

On the night on 7 May 1918, two platoons each from the 29th and 34th Battalions conducted a 
successful raid on the German lines near Sailly le Sec, during which L Cpl Devlin was shot 
and killed in action.

Lance Corporal 2010 Bertie Devlin’s body was recovered, and he was buried in the Corbie 
Communal Cemetery Extension, France the following day.

Bertie Devlin
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Name: Devlin, Bertie
Service Number 2010
Date enlisted 26 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 February 1916

HMAT A70 Ballarat
Previous military service 69th Infantry Battalion, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 6 months
Place of birth Marcus Hill, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Devlin, Mr Richard, father, 

Marcus Hill via Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address Marcus Hill via Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 13 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 7 May 1918

Sailly le Sec, France
Cemetery details Corbie Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 

Plot 2, Row D, Grave 75
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Mannerim State School & District 

Honor Roll, Marcus & Mannerim Roll of Honor, 
Mannerim War Memorial and St James Anglican 
Church Drysdale Roll of Honor.
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Private 1431 Richmond Valentine Dunkinson enlisted in the 13th Infantry Battalion in the 4th

Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division at Liverpool on 24 November 1914. 

While in camp he was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 16 December and he embarked 
overseas on 22 December. He disembarked in Egypt on 1 February 1915 and entrained for the 
Mena Camp near Cairo. 

The 13th Battalion embarked for Lemnos on 13 April, where the men subsequently practised 
disembarking from the transports into small boats and then climbing the local hills each day.

The battalion left Lemnos early on 25 April and landed under fire at Gallipoli at 9.30 pm that 
night, where they took up defensive positions at Pope’s Hill the next day.

The 13th Battalion was still holding the same position a week later when Sgt Dunkinson was 
killed in action on 4 May 1915.

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Sergeant 1431 Richmond Valentine Dunkinson is remembered on Panel 36 of the Lone Pine 
Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey.

Richmond Valentine Dunkinson
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Name: Dunkinson, Richmond Valentine
Service Number 1431
Date enlisted 24 November 1914
Place enlisted Liverpool, NSW
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 13th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 22 December 1914

HMAT A35 Berrima
Previous military service Royal Australian Engineers, 

Swan Island
Stated age/DOB (if known) 27 years, 11 months
Place of birth Richmond, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Roman Catholic
Next of kin and address Dunkinson, Mrs Julia, wife, 

46 Middle Head Road, Mosman, NSW
Permanent address 46 Middle Head Road, Mosman, NSW
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 11 inches, weight – 12 stone, 
chest measurement – 35/41 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 13th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 4 May 1915

Pope’s Hill, Gallipoli, Turkey
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on Panel 36 on the 
Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli, Turkey

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes
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Gunner (Gnr) 31342 William Joseph Dunne enlisted in the 2nd Field Artillery Brigade in the 
1st Australian Division in Queenscliff on 11 October 1916. He embarked overseas on 23 
December and disembarked in Plymouth on 17 February 1917, where he was transferred and 
taken on strength of the 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) on 1 March.

The group, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). 

At the completion of his training, he departed England on 24 July and arrived in France the 
next day, where he joined the 36th HAG on 1 August, and was allocated to the 55th Battery, in 
the field at Vierstraat, on 19 August.

On 20 September, the battery moved to Voormezeele and fired on Passchendaele Ridge 
several times during the month. On 1 October 1917, German aircraft bombed the 55th

Battery’s position and caused 18 casualties, one of whom was Gnr Dunne who sustained 
bomb wounds to both of his legs.

He was evacuated to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station at Lĳssenthoek, but succumbed to his 
wounds the next day, 2 October 1917.

Gunner 31342 William Joseph Dunne was buried in the Lĳssenthoek Military Cemetery, 
Belgium later the same day.

William Joseph Dunne

55th Battery in action near Ypres, September 1917
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Name: Dunne, William Joseph
Service Number 31342
Date enlisted 11 October 1916
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit 2nd Field Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 23 December 1916

RMS Orontes
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 3 months (4/7/1896)
Place of birth Yarraville, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Dunne, Mr John, father, 

“Glenluce”, Williamstown Road, 
Footscray, Victoria

Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 4 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35/36 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 1 October 1917

Voormezeele, Belgium
Nature of wounds Bomb wounds to both legs
Date and place died 2 October 1917

17th Casualty Clearing Station, 
Lĳssenthoek, Belgium

Cemetery details Lĳssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium 
Plot XXV, Row A, Grave 14A

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Royal Australian Garrison 

Artillery, Third Military District Honor Roll and the 
Werribee Shire Great War Roll of Honor.
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Private (Pte) 2639 William John Farrell enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th

Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Geelong on 1 February 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 14 March and disembarked in Egypt on 15 April. 

He departed Egypt on 21 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June, where he travelled 
north and was taken on strength of the 29th Battalion near Sailly sur la Lys on 8 August 1916. 

The 29th Battalion moved through Trones Wood and into the front line near Gueudecourt on 
23 November 1916 where, according to the battalion history, “During this move, the enemy 
artillery caught B Company out in the open in an area known as Millers’ Son, killing 
Sergeant Albert Vick and wounding a number of other soldiers.” It took almost six hours to 
find and bring in all the wounded, one of whom was Pte Farrell, who sustained shrapnel 
wounds to his head and leg.

Pte Farrell was evacuated to the 38th Casualty Clearing Station the next day, and from there 
via ambulance train to Rouen, where he was admitted to the 6th General Hospital on 26 
November.

Private 2639 William John Farrell subsequently died of his wounds on 16 December 1916 
and was buried at St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen later the same day.

William John Farrell
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Name: Farrell, William John
Service Number 2639
Date enlisted 1 February 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 14 March 1916

HMAT A68 Anchises
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

4 years senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Farrell, Mr William, father, 

Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 1 lb, 
chest measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 23 November 1916

near Gueudecourt, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to head and leg
Date and place died 16 December 1916

6th General Hospital, 
Rouen, France

Cemetery details St. Sever Cemetery Extension, 
Rouen, France. 
Block O, Plot III, Row 1, Grave 4

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, St George’s Anglican Church Roll of Honor 
& Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll.
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George William Firman was commissioned as a Captain in the AIF in Sydney on 11 June 
1917. Unattached to a specific unit, he embarked overseas on 21 June and disembarked in 
Liverpool on 26 August, where he joined the 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) 
reinforcements at Catterick on 4 September.

Capt Firman was appointed temporary Commanding Officer of the HAG reinforcements 
between 12 October – 12 November, after which he embarked for France on 21 November, 
where he was taken on strength of the 55th Battery in the 36th HAG, in the field at 
Rousdamme in northern Belgium, on 30 November 1917.

The 36th HAG was organised into two batteries, the 54th and 55th, each by this stage of the war 
equipped with six 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers respectively. Large and immobile, 
the guns could not easily be redeployed without lifting equipment and were the largest used 
by the Australians during WW1. They were designed to pulverise enemy defensive positions, 
which often comprised concrete blockhouses and deep underground dugouts impervious to 
Field Artillery. The designation of the group changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Brigade (HAB) 
on 5 February 1918. 

With the conclusion of Third Ypres, the situation quietened down and Capt Firman was 
granted leave in England from 26 February – 15 March. He returned just as the German 
artillery bombardment of the Australian batteries (now operating in the Messines sector) 
ramped up, during the lead up to what would become their Spring Offensive. 

On 9 April 1918, the Germans commenced the second stage of their Spring Offensive, this 
time near Armentieres, and the 36th HAB was involved in continuous defensive fire around 
Messines, Ploegsteert Wood and Neuve Eglise from 9 – 18 April, when the main threat 
ended. Capt Firman was transferred to the 54th Battery on 8 May and the unit remained in the 
north throughout May – September. 

As heavy artillery operations wound down from mid-October and it became obvious a major 
German withdrawal was underway, Capt Firman was granted leave in England from 22 
October – 8 November. Three days later the Armistice to end the war was signed.

Capt Firman became ill with scabies and dermatitis on 6 February 1919. He was initially 
evacuated to the local casualty clearing station the next day, then admitted to the 24th General 
Hospital at Etaples from 18 February – 16 March. His condition didn’t improve, and he was 
transferred to England where he was hospitalised at the 3rd London General Hospital from 17 
March. 

While his hospital discharge date is unknown, he must still have been suffering from his 
illness because he was invalided home to Australia on 3 May 1919. 

Captain George William Firman disembarked in Sydney on 21 June, where his appointment 
in the AIF was terminated on 22 February 1920.

George William Firman
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Name: Firman, George William
Date enlisted 11 June 1917
Place enlisted Sydney, NSW
Rank on enlistment Captain
Initial Unit Unattached
Date and ship embarked for overseas 21 June 1916

HMAT A29 Suevic
Previous military service 8 years, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, 

still serving (Captain)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 26 years, 1 month (7/5/1891)
Place of birth Paddington, NSW
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier (RAGA)
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Firman, Warrant Officer John, father, 

126 Cowles Road, Mosman, NSW
Permanent address 126 Cowles Road, Mosman, NSW
Final Rank Captain
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 3 May 1919

HT Leicestershire
Date discharged 22 February 1920
Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 30 November 1925.

Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor (as Lt EW Firman), Mosman Public School 
Roll of Honor and the Mosman War Memorial.
Incorrectly recorded as EW Firman.

Postscipt: 

Captain Firman died in Sydney on 30 November 1925. There is nothing in his war service 
record or in other public records to indicate whether his death was in any way related to his 
war service, but the fact his name was included on the Queenscliff Memorial Garden suggests 
there is a possibility that it may have been.
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Gunner (Gnr) 272 Edward Flood enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade at Queenscliff on 4 
June 1915, aged 41 years. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez Canal 
to England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August and joined the Siege Artillery 
Depot at Lydd, Kent. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). 

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and 
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same 
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first 
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

In early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval. 

Gnr Flood served in the 55th Battery and, on 23 July, they fired in support of Australian 
infantry for the first time in the war when the 1st Division attacked and captured Pozieres. 
They remained in this area, supporting Australian, British and Canadian infantry, for the next 
eight months.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 36th HAG moved to 
Sapignies, north of Bapaume, in mid-March 1917, where they fired on Bullecourt.

Edward Flood MM CdeG (France)

Gunner Edward Flood’s WW1 medal set (MM on left, Croix de Guerre on right)
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By early April the battery was operating near Athies, on the Arras front. For his performance 
during this period, Gnr Flood was recommended for, and later awarded, the Military Medal 
on 13 June 1917. 

As the unit was operating under the command of the British Army at the time, unfortunately 
no record of the MM citation exists as these records were destroyed during the bombing of 
London in WW2. He was later also awarded the French Croix de Guerre for the same action.

Gunner Flood was granted leave in England from 29 June – 12 July 1917. On 20 September, 
the battery moved to Voormezeele and fired on Passchendaele Ridge several times during the 
month. On 1 October 1917, German aircraft bombed the 55th Battery’s position and caused 18 
casualties.

With the conclusion of Third Ypres, the situation quietened down and the designation of the 
group also changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Brigade (HAB) on 5 February 1918. 

On 30 March, Gnr Flood was transferred to 36th HAB Headquarters, just as the German 
artillery bombardment of the Australian batteries (now operating in the Messines sector) 
ramped up, during the lead up to what would become their Spring Offensive. 

On 9 April 1918, the Germans commenced the second stage of their Spring Offensive, this 
time near Armentieres, and the 36th HAB was involved in continuous defensive fire around 
Messines, Ploegsteert Wood and Neuve Eglise from 9 – 18 April. 

While it’s not entirely clear from his service record, at some point during this action, Gnr 
Flood sustained a gunshot wound to his chest on 17 April. He was evacuated via No. 12 
Ambulance Train to Boulogne but died of his wounds enroute the next day, 18 April 1918. 

Gunner 272 Edward Flood MM CdG was subsequently buried in the Boulogne Eastern 
Cemetery, France on 20 April 1918.
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Name: Flood MM CdeG, Edward
Service Number 272
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 41 years
Place of birth Maddenstown, County Kildare, Ireland
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Coonan, Mr John, uncle, 

Eagle Hill, County Kildare, Ireland
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 11 stone, 8 lbs, 
chest measurement – 38/40 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 17 April 1918

Messines sector, Belgium
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to chest
Date and place died 18 April 1918

No. 12 Ambulance Train, enroute to 
Boulogne, France

Cemetery details Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France. 
Plot VIII, Row 1, Grave 205

Honours/medals Military Medal, British War Medal, Victory Medal, 
French Croix de Guerre

Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, Third 
Military District Honor Roll and the Cosmopolitan 
Lodge No. 96 Roll of Honor, Queenscliff.
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Ordinary Seaman 2nd Class (Ord Seaman) 2017 David Alexander Gaff enlisted in the Royal 
Australian Navy (RAN) on 6 August 1912. He completed his basic training at the shore base, 
HMAS Cerberus in Victoria, before being posted to the Torpedo Boat Destroyer Squadron for 
several months’ training from 21 October. 

On 21 May 1913, Ord Seaman Gaff was posted to HMAS Encounter, a Royal Navy light 
cruiser on loan to the RAN. After war was declared on 5 August, Encounter sailed from 
Sydney and headed north on patrol for German ships thought to be in the area. On 12 August 
her lookouts sighted smoke on the horizon and the captain ordered the ship to action stations. 
Men in the other Australian ships later recalled how they saw Encounter steam off towards 
the smoke “to the sound of the bugle calling her crew to action”.

Unfortunately, the “enemy warship” proved to be the British steamer SS Zambesi, which had 
been commandeered by the German Administrator of Nauru. A shot across the bow of the 
Zambesi brought her to a halt and a boarding party from Encounter went across to the ship, 
which became the first prize captured by the RAN. Onboard they found a quantity of cement 
and steel destined for the wireless station at Rabaul, and two Germans with documents for the 
German Administrator of Rabaul. A prize crew was put aboard the Zambezi, and she sailed 
off to Sydney.

A month later Encounter accompanied the Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force 
operation to capture German New Guinea and its important wireless stations. On 14 
September, Encounter provided covering fire during the advance of the landing force from 
Herbertshöhe to Toma, which made her the first RAN ship to fire in anger. The shellfire was 
described as “having the desired effect” as the Australian forces were met by German troops 
waving a flag of truce. 

David Alexander Gaff
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HMAS Encounter capturing SS Zambezi on 12 August 1914.

Encounter then covered the landing at Madang on 24 September and, in October, she was 
sent to the Fĳi-Samoa area. During a patrol of this region on 25 April 1915, she captured the 
German sailing vessel Elfriede. In August, Encounter’s hull was damaged by a coral reef, and 
she eventually sailed to Singapore for repairs in December, following which she patrolled the 
Malay Archipelago for several weeks in early 1916. It was also during this period that Ord 
Seaman Gaff was promoted to Able Bodied Seaman (AB) on 15 November 1915.

On 12 January 1917, Encounter was ordered to New Zealand to escort a convoy of troopships 
to the Indian Ocean, where responsibility was subsequently handed over to ships from the 
East Indies Station. She then returned to Australia where she undertook patrol duties off the 
Western Australian coast for several months. In late December 1917, Encounter returned to 
Sydney and underwent a major refit. 

AB Gaff left Encounter on 31 December and, after a short spell at Cerberus, was posted to 
the RAN’s London Depot, located at Australia House in The Strand, on 2 February 1918. 

Presumably while on leave in a region of France far removed from the Western Front, at 
some stage AB Gaff contracted typhoid fever and was hospitalised at the small British 
hospital at St Germain au Mont D'Or, France, where he died on 4 May 1918.

Able Bodied Seaman 2017 David Alexander Gaff was buried in the St Germain au Mont D'Or 
Communal Cemetery Extension, St Germain au Mont D'Or, France later the same day. 

The cemetery (near Lyons) was begun in October 1917. It was used by the British hospital 
and a nearby Rest Camp, and AB Gaff is one of only three Australians buried there.



31

Name: Gaff, David Alexander
Service Number 2017
Date enlisted 6 August 1912
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Ordinary Seaman 2nd Class
Initial Unit HMAS Cerberus
DOB 14 July 1895
Place of birth Templestowe, Victoria
Marital status Single
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Gaff, Mrs Eliza, mother, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 inches
Final Rank Able Bodied Seaman
Final Unit London Depot, RAN
Theatres of war served in Rabaul/New Guinea, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, 

China Station
Fate Died of illness (typhoid fever)
Date and place died 4 May 1918

St Germain au Mont D'Or, France
Cemetery details St Germain au Mont D'Or Communal Cemetery 

Extension, St Germain au Mont D'Or, Rhone-Alpes, 
France
Row B, Grave 7

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, St George the Martyr Anglican Church Roll 
of Honor and St Mark’s Anglican Chapel Roll of 
Honor, HMAS Cerberus, Flinders, Vic.
Incorrectly recorded as Graff.
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Gunner (Gnr) 87 Percy Garrett enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade (SAB) in Queenscliff 
on 4 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez Canal to 
England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August and joined the Siege Artillery 
Depot at Lydd, Kent. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). 

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and 
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same 
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first 
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

Gnr Garrett was hospitalised with inflammation in his right arm between 6 – 17 June and 
then, in early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under 
the control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval. Gnr Garrett served in the 54th Battery and, on 
23 July, they fired in support of Australian infantry for the first time in the war when the 1st

Division attacked and captured Pozieres. They remained in this area, supporting Australian, 
British and Canadian infantry, for the next eight months. 

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 36th HAG moved to 
Sapignies, north of Bapaume, in mid-March 1917, where they fired on Bullecourt.

Percy Garrett
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Name: Garrett, Percy
Service Number 87
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years
Place of birth Camberwell, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Garrett, Mr Henry, 

“Cornwall” Alexandra Avenue, 
Surrey Hills, Vic.

Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Sallow complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, chest 
measurement – 36/39 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 29 June 1917

Nieupoort, Belgium
Cemetery details Coxyde Military Cemetery, Belgium 

Plot I, Row C, Grave II
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, Third 
Military District Honor Roll and Surrey Hills War 
Memorial.

In June 1917, the 36th HAG moved north to the Belgian coastal town of Nieupoort, south-
west of Bruges, under the command of British 15th Corps, and it was here that Gnr Garrett 
was killed in action on 29 June 1917. 

Gunner 87 Percy Garrett was buried in Coxyde Military Cemetery, Belgium later the same 
day.
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Private (Pte) 2798 George Henry Grace enlisted (at the fourth attempt) in the 7th Infantry 
Battalion in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Melbourne on 26 June 
1915. He embarked overseas on 10 September and disembarked in Egypt about four weeks 
later.

He departed Egypt in early December and arrived at Mudros on 4 December, then landed at 
Gallipoli on 7 December, where he was taken on strength of the 7th Battalion. The 
Dardanelles Campaign was winding down at this stage and the Australians eventually 
evacuated the peninsula later in the month. 

Pte Grace arrived back in Egypt on 7 January 1916, where he was transferred and taken on 
strength of the 59th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian 
Division at Serapeum, on 24 February.

The 59th Battalion sailed for France on 18 June 1916 and arrived at Marseilles on 29 June. 
They travelled north by train to Steenbeque, where the battalion undertook training in the use 
of gas masks and trench mortars. 

The battalion moved into the frontline near Fleurbaix on 18 July 1916 in preparation for a 
planned assault the next day. At 7.00 pm on 19 July 1916, the battalion attacked the strong 
German defences in what would later become known as the Battle of Fromelles – the first 
action by the AIF on the Western Front. The attack should never have occurred and was the 
folly of the British commander, General Richard Haking, who had used the same plan a year 
earlier with similar results – a disaster from start to finish. 

George Henry Grace
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Name: Grace, George Henry
Service Number 2798
Date enlisted 26 June 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 September 1915

HMAT A16 Star of Victoria
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts

Three previous attempts (no details)

Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 6 months
Place of birth Rhanikhet, Bengal, India
Marital status Single
Occupation Carpenter 
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Grace, Mr Edward, father, 

“Warley”, Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia “Warley”, Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 11 inches, weight – 10 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 59th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 19 July 1916

Fromelles, France
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on Panel 16 of the VC Corner 
Australian Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor.

In less than 24 hours at Fromelles, the 59th Battalion lost 20 officers, and 674 other ranks 
killed, wounded or missing, one of whom was Pte Grace, who was killed in action. His body 
was not recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 2798 George Henry Grace is remembered on the VC Corner Australian Cemetery 
Memorial, Fromelles, France.
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Private (Pte) 2420 John Grant enlisted in the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry 
Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Melbourne on 21 February 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 25 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 11 November, where he joined 
the 15th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp. 

At the completion of his training, he departed England on 25 February 1917 and arrived in 
France the next day, where he joined the 5th Australian Division Base Details Camp at 
Etaples. Just one month later, he was re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr) and transferred to the 
36th Australian Heavy Artillery Group (HAG). He returned to England for training on 28 
March 1917.

The group, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). 

He departed England for the second time on 20 April and joined the Artillery Depot at le 
Havre on 22 April, where two days later he was charged with, and found guilty of, hesitating 
to obey an order. He was sentenced to 28 days Field Punishment No. 1, which involved being 
manacled and/or bound to a fixed object for several hours a day. 

Gnr Grant served his sentence and on 8 September was taken on strength of the 55th Battery, 
then in the field at Voormezeele. On 29 September, he sustained severe shrapnel wounds that 
fractured his left leg and right ankle and injured his left hand. He was evacuated to the 63rd

British Field Ambulance but died of his wounds the next day, 30 September 1917.

John Grant

55th Battery, 36th Heavy Artillery Group, operating in gas masks, September 1917
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Name: Grant, John
Service Number 2420
Date enlisted 21 February 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 58th Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 25 September 1916

HMAT A9 Shropshire
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 35 years, 11 months
Place of birth Creswick, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Grant, Mrs Katie, wife, 

4 Gordon Grove, Malvern, Victoria
Permanent address 4 Gordon Grove, Malvern, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 7 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 14 lbs, 
chest measurement – 36/39 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 29 September 1917

Voormezeele, Belgium
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to left leg, right ankle 

(both fractured) and left hand
Date and place died 30 September 1917

63rd British Field Ambulance, 
Belgium

Cemetery details Westoutre Churchyard Extension, Belgium. 
Plot II, Row F, Grave 12

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor.

Gunner 2420 John Grant was buried in the Westoutre Churchyard Extension, Belgium later 
the same day.
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Gunner 223 Cyril Walter Hebbend enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade in Queenscliff on 4 
June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez Canal to England, 
where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August.

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917).

Gnr Hebbend was hospitalised at Lydd, Kent with venereal disease between 15 October – 19 
November 1915, after which he rejoined the unit, now renamed the 36th Heavy Artillery 
Group (HAG), at Taunton on 7 January 1916, where he was attached to the 55th Battery.

The group left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the 
same day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the 
first time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

While serving in this area on 25 – 26 March, the 55th Battery came under German artillery 
fire and sustained six casualties, including two men killed, one of whom was Gnr Hebbend 
who was killed in action on 26 March 1916.

Gunner 223 Cyril Walter Hebbend was buried in the Ecoivres Military Cemetery, 
Mont St. Eloy, France later the same day.

Cyril Walter Hebbend

Gunner Hebbend’s grave at Ecoivres Military Cemetery,
Mont St. Eloy, France.
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Name: Hebbend, Cyril Walter
Service Number 223
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 26 years, 8 months
Place of birth Wellington, New Zealand
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hebbend, Mr Joseph, father, 

75 Richmond Street, Wellington, NZ
Permanent address in Australia Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 38 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 26 March 1916

Tinques, France
Cemetery details Ecoivres Military Cemetery, 

Mont St. Eloy, France. 
Plot I, Row D, Grave 19

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor and the Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, 
Third Military District Honor Roll.
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Gunner (Gnr) 307 Charles Cecil Hendra enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade at Queenscliff 
on 4 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez Canal to 
England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August.

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917).

During training at the Siege Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent, throughout September – 
December, Gnr Hendra was attached to the 54th Battery and in early 1916 the unit was 
renamed the 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG).

The group left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the 
same day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the 
first time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

In early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval. On 23 July, they fired in support of Australian 
infantry for the first time in the war when the 1st Division attacked and captured Pozieres. 
They remained in this area, supporting Australian, British and Canadian infantry, for the next 
eight months. 

Charles Cecil Hendra

Gunner Hendra’s grave at Contalmaison Chateau Cemetery, France
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Name: Hendra, Charles Cecil
Service Number 307
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 5 months
Place of birth Chewton, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Hendra, Mrs A, mother, 

c/- Chewton PO, Chewton, Victoria
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 9 inches, weight – 9 stone, 15 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/39 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 10 November 1916

Aveluy, France
Cemetery details Contalmaison Chateau Cemetery, France 

Plot XV, Row K, Grave 2
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, Third 
Military District Honor Roll, Bendigo Roll of Honor 
and Chewton School Honor Roll.

At 9.48 pm on 10 November 1916, the premature detonation of a howitzer shell in the 54th

Battery wounded six men and killed four others, one of whom was Gnr Hendra. 

Gunner 307 Charles Cecil Hendra was buried in the Contalmaison Chateau Cemetery, France 
later the same day.
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Bombardier (Bdr) Arthur William Hope enlisted in the 4th Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in 
the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 4 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 18 
November and disembarked in Egypt on 15 December.

The 4th FAB sailed for France on 14 March 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 19 March, 
then travelled north to collect their guns, horses and equipment at le Havre. They then moved 
to the Armentieres sector, where they operated throughout April – June and where Bdr Hope 
was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 24 April. 

Between 23 July – 3 September 1916, the 4th Field Artillery Brigade, with others, provided 
constant artillery fire support for the AIF at Pozieres and Mouquet Farm.

Arthur William Hope

Australian Field Artillery in action, c 1917

The brigade operated around Flers and Gueudecourt in the latter part of 1916, and it was in 
this sector that Cpl Hope sustained multiple shrapnel wounds on 17 November. 

He was evacuated to the 4th Australian Field Ambulance near Longueval, where he 
subsequently died of his wounds on 21 November 1916.

Corporal 6520 Arthur William Hope was buried at the Bernafay Wood British Cemetery, 
Montauban, France later the same day.
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Name: Hope, Arthur William
Service Number 6520
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Bombardier
Initial Unit 4th Field Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 November 1915

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Previous military service 3 years senior cadets

1 year 21st Battery, Field Artillery, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 4 months
Place of birth Brighton, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Market gardener
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hope, Mr William, father, 

Centre Road, Brighton, Victoria
Permanent address Centre Road, Brighton, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, hazel eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 ¾ inches, weight – 10 stone, 
chest measurement – 34/36 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 4th Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 17 November 1916

Flers, France
Nature of wounds Multiple shrapnel wounds
Date and place died 21 November 1916

4th Australian Field Ambulance, 
Longueval, France

Cemetery details Bernafay Wood British Cemetery, 
Montauban, France. 
Row F, Grave 38

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Brighton War Memorial, Brighton 

State School Honor Roll and the Brighton Roll of 
Honor.
Connection to Queenscliff unknown.
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Gunner (Gnr) 61 Harry Leslie Hope enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade (SAB) in 
Queenscliff on 4 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez 
Canal to England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August and joined the Siege 
Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent. He was promoted to Bombardier (Bdr) on 21 September.

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). 

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and 
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same 
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first 
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

In early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval. Bdr Hope served in the 54th Battery and, on 
23 July, they fired in support of Australian infantry for the first time in the war when the 1st

Division attacked and captured Pozieres. They remained in this area, supporting Australian, 
British and Canadian infantry, for the next eight months, during which time Bdr Hope was 
promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 16 December 1916.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 36th HAG moved to 
Sapignies, north of Bapaume, in mid-March 1917, where they fired on Bullecourt. Around the 
same time, Cpl Hope was sent to the Corps Gas School from 14 – 20 March.

By early April the battery was operating near Athies, on the Arras front. On 22 April, Cpl 
Hope was resting near his billet at Saint-Laurent-Trangy when it was hit by German shell fire, 
and he sustained a shrapnel wound to his abdomen. He was evacuated to the 3rd Field 
Ambulance of the Royal Naval Division in Arras but died of his wounds later the same day.

Harry Leslie Hope
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Name: Hope, Harry Leslie
Service Number 61
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 32 years
Place of birth Melbourne, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hope, Mrs Lillian, wife, 

“Blairgowrie”, 22 Stanley Street, 
Elsternwick, Victoria

Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, brown eyes, 

height – 6 feet, weight – 11 stone, 15 lbs, 
chest measurement – 40/43 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 22 April 1917

Saint-Laurent-Blangy, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to abdomen
Date and place died 22 April 1917

3rd Field Ambulance, 
Royal Naval Division, 
Arras, France

Cemetery details Sainte Catherine British Cemetery, 
Arras, France. 
Row B, Grave 6

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, Third 
Military District Honor Roll and Berwick Grammar 
School Honor Avenue.

Corporal 61 Harry Leslie Hope was subsequently buried in the Sainte Catherine British 
Cemetery, Arras, France.
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Gunner (Gnr) 858 Henry John Hudson enlisted in the 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) in 
Queenscliff on 1 November 1916. He embarked overseas on 10 February 1917 and 
disembarked in Plymouth on 11 April, where he joined the HAG reinforcements at 
Stowlangtoft on 23 April.

He departed England on 25 May and arrived in France the next day, where he was 
hospitalised with a fever at the 2nd General Hospital in le Havre from 28 July – 8 August. 

Gnr Hudson was taken on strength of the 54th Battery, in the field at Brandhoek, on 4 October 
1917, as they fired in support of the Australian attack on Broodseinde Ridge the same day. 
The unit handed over its guns on 15 November and took over new positions near Ploegsteert 
the next day. The winter closed in, and minimal operations were conducted for several weeks.

The unit diary for February 1918 records that German artillery shelled the 54th Battery 
positions near Ploegsteert on 3 February 1918, causing three men to be wounded and one 
man to be killed in action, that being Gnr Hudson.

Gunner 858 Henry John Hudson was originally buried in the grounds of Rosenburg Chateau 
on 4 February 1918, but his remains were subsequently re-interred in the Royal Berks 
Cemetery Extension, Ploegsteert in early 1930.

Henry John Hudson

54th Battery in operation near Brandhoek in late September 1917.
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Name: Hudson, Henry John
Service Number 858
Date enlisted 1 November 1916
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 February 1917

RMS Osterley
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 6 months
Place of birth London, England
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hudson, Mr Henry John, father, 

10 Erle Street, Footscray, Victoria
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 8 stone, 14 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/36 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Date and place died 3 February 1918

Ploegsteert, Belgium
Cemetery details Royal Berks Cemetery Extension, 

(Rosenberg Chateau Plots), 
Ploegsteert, Belgium
Plot II, Row A, Grave 14

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Royal Australian Garrison 

Artillery, Third Military District Honor Roll.
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Private (Pte) 3822 Clifford John Keath enlisted in the 20th Infantry Battalion in the 5th Infantry 
Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Cootamundra on 22 September 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 20 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 26 February, where he was taken 
on strength of the 20th Battalion at Moascar on 15 March. 

Just three days later, on 18 March, the battalion departed Egypt and arrived in Marseilles, 
France on 25 March, where they entrained north to the Hazebrouck region for training. 

The battalion moved into the front line trenches for the first time at Bois Grenier between 14 
– 18 April, which was considered a “quiet” sector at the time. Battalion casualties totalled 
four men killed and one wounded. They repeated front line duty again between 22 – 26 April 
for the loss of another four men wounded. This process continued throughout May and June 
as part of the effort to acclimatise the newly arrived Australians to the Western Front.

In mid-July, the battalion moved south to the Somme region where the British had been 
fighting for several weeks. On 25 July the 2nd Australian Division entered the line at Pozieres 
and attacked the German lines the next day. The attempt failed miserably, for the loss of 
around 3,500 men, including 202 casualties in the 20th Battalion. 

The 2nd Division was given another chance to redress the situation, and they renewed the 
assault on the night of 4 August. This time the attack was successful, and the German lines 
were captured, albeit for the loss of another 3,350 men, in one of the few British successes at 
the time. 

Clifford John Keath
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Name: Keath, Clifford John
Service Number 3822
Date enlisted 22 September 1915
Place enlisted Cootamundra, New South Wales
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 20th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 January 1916

HMAT A54 Runic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 27 years, 9 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Keath, Mrs Mary, mother, 

Bethune Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Boree Creek, New South Wales
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 20th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 5 August 1916

Pozieres, France
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on the Australian National 
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother: 3566 Neville Dudley Keath, 

58th Bn, KIA 28 April 1918.
Also listed on the St George the Martyr Anglican 
Church Roll of Honor and Borough of Queenscliffe 
Roll of Honor.

The 20th Battalion sustained another 308 casualties, one of whom was Pte Keath, who was 
killed in action during the German counter offensive on 5 August 1916.

Private 3822 Clifford John Keath’s body was never recovered, and he has no known grave. 
He is commemorated on the Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.
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Private (Pte) 3566 Neville Dudley Keath enlisted in the 22nd Battalion at Geelong on 22 July 
1915. He embarked overseas on 5 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt about five weeks 
later, where he was transferred to the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 
5th Australian Division on 15 March 1916.

The 58th Battalion departed Egypt on 17 June and disembarked at Marseilles on 23 June. 
They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July. 
Although in reserve and providing medical stretcher parties initially, the battalion was 
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 247 casualties (80 killed or missing). 

During early 1917, to shorten their line of defence, the Germans withdrew to newly prepared 
positions on the Hindenburg Line and a cautious allied advance followed. During the Second 
Battle of Bullecourt, from 10 – 13 May the 58th Battalion successfully helped to defend the 
earlier gains against German counterattacks, at a cost of 242 more men (60 killed or missing). 

Pte Keath enjoyed leave in England from 5 – 19 August, after which he moved north to the 
Ypres sector in Belgium. On 26 September the 58th Battalion was involved in the Battle of 
Polygon Wood, which was considered a success, albeit cost the battalion another 290 
casualties. 

Pte Keath was detached for duty with the 10th British Corps School from 2 – 20 February 
1918, and then with 15th Brigade Headquarters from 7 April. It was while serving here, just 
after the 15th Brigade’s success at Villers-Bretonneux three days earlier, that Pte Keath was 
killed in action during heavy German artillery fire around dawn on 28 April 1918.

Neville Dudley Keath



51

Name: Keath, Neville Dudley
Service Number 3566
Date enlisted 22 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 5 January 1916

HMAT A19 Afric
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

69th Infantry Battalion (Militia)

Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 4 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Grocer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Keath, Mrs Mary, mother, 

Bethune Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Bethune Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 9 stone, 8 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 28 April 1918

near Aubigny, France.
While detached for duty at 15th Brigade 
Headquarters

Cemetery details Daours Communal Cemetery Extension, 
Daours, France. 
Plot III, Row B, Grave 21

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother: 3822 Pte Clifford John Keath, 20th Bn, KIA 

5 August 1916.
Also listed on Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll 
and Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor.

Private 3566 Neville Dudley Keath was buried at Daours Communal Cemetery Extension in 
Daours, France later the same day.
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Private (Pte) Eric Clifford Keddell enlisted in the Army Medical Corps (Home Service) in 
Melbourne on 31 August 1916, having previously been rejected for active service due to 
deficient eyesight.

He was posted to the Royal Park Camp in Melbourne, where he subsequently contracted 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

He was hospitalised at the Alfred Hospital in Melbourne on 18 October, where he later died 
of his illness on 26 October 1916.

Private Eric Clifford Keddell was buried at the Queenscliff Cemetery, Point Lonsdale, on 27 
October 1916.

Eric Clifford Keddell

Eric Clifford Keddell’s grave in Queenscliff Cemetery
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Name: Keddell, Eric Clifford
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 31 August 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit Army Medical Corps (Home Service)
Date and ship embarked for overseas Did not embark overseas
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

3 years senior cadets. Previously rejected due to 
deficient eyesight.

Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 11 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Hairdresser
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Keddell, Mr William, father, 

Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Station Street, Werribee, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 
chest measurement – 32/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit Army Medical Corps (Home Service)
Theatres of war served in n/a
Fate Died of illness (cerebro-spinal meningitis)
Date and place died 26 October 1916

The Alfred Hospital, 
Melbourne, Victoria

Cemetery details Queenscliff Cemetery,
Point Lonsdale, Victoria 
Section 1B, Grave 114

Honours/medals n/a
Notes Also listed on the St George the Martyr Anglican 

Church Roll of Honor and Borough of Queenscliffe 
Roll of Honor
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Private (Pte) 2709 John Cranston Lawrence enlisted in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Queenscliff on 10 July 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 27 October and disembarked in Egypt in late November, where he spent five 
weeks at the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital in Cairo with a poisoned hand from 26 January – 6 March 
1916. He then spent a week at the No. 1 Australian Stationary Hospital at Moascar between 
21 – 28 April, after contracting dysentery. 

While his service record is not entirely clear, at some point after that, Pte Lawrence left Egypt 
and joined the 6th (Brigade) Training Battalion at its Rollestone Camp in England. He 
departed for France on 25 July and was taken on strength of the 22nd Battalion, in the field at 
Warloy, on 10 August 1916. 

On 22 August, the 2nd Australian Division, including the 22nd Battalion, entered the line in 
front of Mouquet Farm, a heavily fortified enemy structure that had already held up the 
advance in front of Pozieres for several weeks. The 2nd Division attacked on 26 August and 
was repulsed with the loss of over 1,200 casualties. Although held in reserve, 22nd Battalion 
casualties totalled 44, one of whom was Pte Lawrence, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his 
leg and back. 

He was evacuated to the 24th General Hospital at Etaples on 30 August, then to the 6th

Convalescent Depot, also at Etaples on 29 September. He eventually rejoined the 22nd

Battalion, in the field at Buire, on 31 October. Not long after, on 15 November, Pte Lawrence 
was diagnosed with trench feet, a painful condition that was a direct result of the atrocious 
conditions in the trenches at the time. 

John Cranston Lawrence
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He was initially evacuated to hospital in Rouen, and then transferred via hospital ship to the 
1st Southern General Hospital in Birmingham, where he remained from 21 November 1916 – 
14 March 1917. After a further seven weeks convalescence at various camps, Pte Lawrence 
was transferred to the newly formed 67th Battalion on 4 May 1917. He trained with this 
battalion in England for the next four months, before it was disbanded to provide general 
reinforcements. He returned to France on 10 October and rejoined the 22nd Battalion, then in 
the field near Steenvoorde, on 14 October 1917.

Following news of the German Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22nd Battalion 
moved south and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, although the main offensive had petered 
out by that stage.

On the night of 19 May 1918, the 6th Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to 
straighten out the front line around Morlancourt. The 22nd Battalion was heavily involved in 
the assault which was considered a complete success, with 330 Germans and 45 machine 
guns captured. Overall 22nd Battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed). 

One of those wounded was Pte Lawrence, who sustained a gunshot wound to his abdomen on 
20 May. He was evacuated to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station at Vignacourt but eventually 
succumbed to his wounds on 21 May 1918.

Private 2709 John Cranston Lawrence was later buried at the Vignacourt British Cemetery in 
France.

Pte John Cranston Lawrence’s grave at Vignacourt British Cemetery,
Vignacourt, France.
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Name: Lawrence, John Cranston
Service Number 2709
Date enlisted 10 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 October 1915

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years, 11 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Lawrence, Mr Samuel, father, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 9 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 26 August 1916

Mouquet Farm, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to right leg & back
Date and place wounded (2) 20 May 1918

Ville sur Ancre, France
Nature of wounds (2) Gunshot wound to abdomen
Date and place died 21 May 1918

61st Casualty Clearing Station,
Vignacourt, France

Cemetery details Vignacourt British Cemetery, 
Vignacourt, France. 
Plot II, Row B, Grave 8

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, St George the Martyr Anglican Church Roll 
of Honor and the Point Lonsdale State School Roll 
of Honor
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Private (Pte) 3989 William Roy Locke enlisted in the 7th Battalion at Broadmeadows on 29 
July 1915. He embarked overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Egypt in late 
December, where he was hospitalised with influenza at the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital in Cairo 
from 3 – 15 February 1916.

On 15 March, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 57th Infantry Battalion in the 
15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Tel el Kebir. The battalion embarked for 
France on 17 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, then entrained for the north. 
They moved into the front line for the first time at Fleurbaix on 11 July and into reserve 
positions a week later, where Pte Locke was promoted to Lance Corporal two days later. 

On 19 July 1916 the 5th Australian Division attacked the German trenches at Fromelles and 
lost a staggering 5,533 men in 24 hours (with almost 2,000 killed and 470 captured). The 57th

Battalion, in reserve for the battle, moved into the trenches on 20 July, the same day L Cpl 
Locke was promoted to Corporal (Cpl), to defend against possible German counterattacks, 
which didn’t eventuate. 

Over the ensuing days and nights numerous small parties crept out under fire and recovered 
as many of their wounded comrades and as much discarded equipment as they could. The 57th

Battalion is estimated to have recovered between 300 – 400 wounded men, at the cost of 127 
casualties of their own (34 killed), and remained in the area for several weeks.

The battalion was still in the line at Fleurbaix when a German artillery bombardment on 19 
August caused 34 casualties, including 12 killed, one of whom was Cpl Locke. 

Corporal 3989 William Roy Locke was buried at the Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, 
Fleurbaix, France later the same day.

William Roy Locke
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Name: Locke, William Roy
Service Number 3989
Date enlisted 29 July 1915
Place enlisted Broadmeadows, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 23 November 1915

HMAT A40 Ceramic
Previous military service 2 years Citizens Military Forces
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 5 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Baker
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Locke, Mrs Selina Rose, mother, 

Tongala, Victoria
Permanent address Tongala, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, dark hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 10 ½ inches, weight – 12 stone, 
12 lbs, chest measurement – 35/39 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 19 August 1916

Fleurbaix, France
Cemetery details Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France 

Plot I, Row G, Grave 15
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Queenscliff Methodist Church 

Honor Roll and Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor 
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Private (Pte) 927 William James Main enlisted in the 20th Infantry Battalion in Liverpool, 
NSW on 21 March 1915. He embarked overseas on 25 June and disembarked in Egypt about 
four weeks later, where he was transferred and taken on strength of the 23rd Infantry Battalion 
in the 6th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division. 

The battalion departed Egypt on 30 August and landed at Gallipoli on 4 September, where 
they moved into the front line at Lone Pine two nights later. They remained there, or in 
Brown’s Dip, for the remainder of the campaign, with short rest periods in between each 
trench duty. While large scale infantry assaults had ceased since the failed August Offensive, 
Turkish artillery still played havoc in the close confines, none more so than during the last 
few days of November when they heavily shelled the Australian positions. The 23rd Battalion 
alone sustained 41 casualties, including 16 killed, on 29 – 30 November.

In the early morning of 23 December, the battalion left Gallipoli and landed on Lemnos a few 
hours later. They eventually returned to Egypt on 10 January 1916, where Pte Main was 
transferred and taken on strength of the 5th Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 2nd Australian 
Division a week later, re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr), and allocated service number 1279.

William James Main

Sgt William Main’s original grave marker at Grevillers British Cemetery, c. 28 September 1918



60

On 10 February, he was promoted to Bombardier (Bdr) and on 19 March, the 5th FAB 
departed Egypt for the Western Front. They landed in Marseilles on 25 March, then moved 
north to le Havre to collect their guns, horses and other equipment. 

Bdr Main was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 1 April and on 5 April, the brigade headed to 
the front for the first time, where they operated around Bois Grenier and Fleurbaix throughout 
the remainder of April – June 1916. 

The brigade entrained for the Somme on 11 July and moved into the firing line behind 
Pozieres on 26 July, where they supported the 2nd Division’s failed attempt to capture the 
heights beyond the village. A week later, the brigade again provided fire support for the 2nd

Division as they finally captured the heights on 4 August, then left the line on 9 August. 

The brigade re-entered the line near La Boiselle on 18 August, where they provided fire 
support for the repeated Australian attacks on Mouquet Farm, until they were withdrawn on 4 
September. The brigade then operated around Flers and Gueudecourt during the rest of 1916. 

Sgt Main was detached for duty with the Artillery School at Etaples from 10 March – 1 May 
1917, and he returned to the brigade just as final preparations were being made for the 2nd

Division’s assault on the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt.

On 3 May, the 5th FAB took up firing positions in the Noreuil Valley in front of Bullecourt 
and supported infantry operations there for the next two weeks, during which time Sgt Main 
sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his abdomen, leg and shoulder during a heavy German 
artillery bombardment on 13 May.

He was evacuated to the 3rd Australian Casualty Clearing Station at Grevillers, but was found 
to have died of his wounds enroute. 

One eyewitness subsequently described the tragic event as follows:

“In Noreuil Valley on the Bapaume front. The battery was being heavily shelled about 
9 pm on 13th (May). Sgt Main was very badly wounded, an arm and a leg badly 
shattered, and a bad chest wound. He was taken to the dressing station and then to the 
C.C.S. where he died on the 15th (sic). Sgt Main was buried close by. He was an ex-
Garrison Artillery man, and I think he came from Castlecliff (sic), Victoria.”

Sergeant 1279 William James Main was buried in the Grevillers British Cemetery, France 
later the same day.
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Name: Main, William James
Service Number 927 & 1279
Date enlisted 21 March 1915
Place enlisted Liverpool, NSW
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 20th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 25 June 1915

HMAT A35 Berrima
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 26 years
Place of birth Middle Park, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Anderson, Mrs Elizabeth, mother, 

Woorak West, via Nhill, Victoria
Permanent address Woorak West, via Nhill, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, auburn hair, hazel eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 4 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35/38 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 5th Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 13 May 1917

Noreuil Valley, France
Nature of wounds Multiple shrapnel wounds to abdomen, 

leg and shoulder
Date and place died 13 May 1917

3rd Australian Casualty Clearing Station, 
Grevillers, France

Cemetery details Grevillers British Cemetery, France. 
Plot V, Row B, Grave 1

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor and the Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, 
Third Military District, Honor Roll.
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George St John Fancourt McDonald was commissioned as a Captain (Capt) in the Siege 
Artillery Brigade (SAB) in Sydney on 21 May 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and 
travelled via the Suez Canal to England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August 
and joined the Siege Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). Large and immobile, the guns could not easily be 
redeployed without lifting equipment and were the largest used by the Australians during 
WW1. They were designed to pulverise enemy defensive positions, which often comprised 
concrete blockhouses and deep underground dugouts impervious to Field Artillery. 

Capt McDonald was assigned to the position of Brigade Adjutant, an administrative role that 
oversaw all critical functions within the Brigade. 

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and 
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same 
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first 
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

Capt McDonald was attached to 17th Corps Headquarters between 4 – 30 May, after which he 
was granted a short leave to England. He was promoted to Major on 29 June. 

George St John Fancourt McDonald DSO MiD

Siege Artillery Brigade officers. Capt. George St John Fancourt McDonald is second from the right, front row.
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8 inch Howitzers of the 54th Battery, 36th Heavy Artillery Group, in action

In early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval. Major McDonald was transferred to the 54th

Battery on 16 July and, on 23 July, they fired in support of Australian infantry for the first 
time in the war when the 1st Division attacked and captured Pozieres. They remained in this 
area, supporting Australian, British and Canadian infantry, for the next eight months. 

Major McDonald was awarded the Distinguished Service Order and Mentioned in General 
Haig’s Despatches on 29 December. Between 8 January – 26 February 1917, he was in 
temporary command of the 36th HAG, after which he took leave to Paris from 8 – 16 March. 

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 36th HAG moved to 
Sapignies, north of Bapaume, in mid-March 1917, where they fired on Bullecourt. Shortly 
after, the 54th Battery received orders to proceed north to Flanders. The complicated move 
commenced on 30 March and was not completed until 15 April, with the battery in the line 
behind Ploegsteert Wood, south of Messines, where they remained for the next two months, 
bombarding the German strongholds of Messines and Warneton. 

At 3.10 am on 7 June 1917, the 36th HAG diary recorded there was a “tremendous shaking of 
the ground” as the British detonated 19 mines under the German lines on Messines Ridge, as 
the prelude to a successful attack by British, Australian and New Zealand troops. 

The batteries were finally pulled out for a rest on 25 June and Major McDonald was granted 
leave to England from 27 June – 12 July. During his absence, the 36th HAG moved north to 
the Belgian coastal town of Nieupoort, south-west of Bruges, under the command of British 
15th Corps, where they remained until 7 October 1917, for the loss of 64 men wounded.
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During this period, Major McDonald returned to England on 28 September and attended a 
Senior Officer’s Course at the Staff College in Cambridge between 1 October – 10 December 
1917. He returned to France and rejoined the 54th Battery, then at rest near Wormhoudt, south 
of Dunkerque, on 20 December. 

The 36th HAG moved back into the line south of Messines in early January 1918, and Major 
McDonald again resumed temporary command of the group between 11 – 17 January, as the 
unit designation changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Brigade (HAB).

German artillery bombardment of the Australian batteries ramped up in mid-March 1918, 
during the lead up to what would become their Spring Offensive, and it was during one of 
these that Major McDonald sustained shrapnel wounds to his left leg. He was evacuated to 
the 11th Casualty Clearing Station at Godewaersvelde, however died of his wounds later the 
same day.

Major George St John Fancourt McDonald DSO MiD was buried at the Godewaersvelde 
British Cemetery, France on 24 March 1918.

Major McDonald’s grave at Godewaersvelde British Cemetery, France
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Name: McDonald, George St John Fancourt
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 21 May 1915
Place enlisted Sydney, New South Wales
Rank on enlistment Captain
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery 

since 1 April 1904
Stated age/DOB (if known) 32 years, 9 months (23/9/1882)
Place of birth Rocklea, Queensland
Marital status Married
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address McDonald, Mrs EG, wife, 

Soudan Street, Malvern, Victoria
Permanent address Domain Camp, Melbourne, Victoria
Final Rank Major
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 22 March 1918

near Messines, Belgium
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to left leg
Date and place died 22 March 1918

11th Casualty Clearing Station, 
Godewaersvelde, France

Cemetery details Godewaersvelde British Cemetery, 
Godewaersvelde, France. 
Plot I, Row M, Grave 15

Honours/medals Distinguished Service Order, Mention in 
Despatches, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor and St George the Martyr Anglican Church 
Roll of Honor.
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Sapper (Spr) 836 John Roberts McGregor enlisted in the 1st Field Company Engineers in 
Sydney on 17 November 1915, aged 43 years. He embarked overseas on 20 January 1916 and 
disembarked in Egypt on 27 February, where he was transferred and taken on strength of the 
15th Field Company Engineers on 18 March 1916. 

Following a short stint in hospital at Ferry Post, Spr McGregor was transferred and taken on 
strength of the 5th Pioneer Battalion in the 5th Australian Division, with the rank of Private 
(Pte), on 23 May. Each of the five Australian divisions had a Pioneer Battalion – essentially 
infantry but also tasked with light engineering duties – attached to them.

The 5th Pioneers left Egypt on 19 June 1916 and arrived at Marseilles on 25 June, where they 
entrained for Hazebrouck, a rail junction near the Belgian border. They travelled south to 
Fleurbaix on 10 July where they buried communication cables and constructed a light railway 
system to facilitate the more efficient movement of supplies.

The 5th Pioneers, while not required to directly engage in combat during the Battle of 
Fromelles on 19 July 1916, were however required to salvage equipment, under fire, from the 
battlefield and to bury their dead 5th Division comrades in the days immediately following. It 
was here on 20 July that Pte McGregor sustained mortal wounds, from which he died later 
that day.

John Roberts McGregor

John McGregor’s grave at Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France
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Name: McGregor, John Roberts
Service Number 5587
Date enlisted 17 November 1915
Place enlisted Sydney, NSW
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 1st Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 January 1916

HMAT A54 Runic
Previous military service Royal Australian Field Artillery – 3 years
Stated age/DOB (if known) 43 years, 3 months
Place of birth Glasgow, Scotland
Marital status Widower
Occupation Carpenter
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Johnstone, Mrs J, sister, 

“Springvale”, Lyna, Queensland
Permanent address Auburn, NSW
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 8 stone, 
chest measurement – 35/38 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 5th Pioneer Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 20 July 1916

Fromelles, France
Nature of wounds No details
Date and place died 20 July 1916

Fleurbaix, France
Cemetery details Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, 

Fleurbaix, France. 
Plot I, Row B, Grave 1

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Auburn War Memorial and the Municipality 
of Auburn Honor Roll.
Connection to Queenscliff unknown.

Private 5587 John Roberts McGregor was buried in the Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, 
Fleurbaix, France on 20 July 1916.



68

Gunner (Gnr) 378 Edward Armstrong Leslie Morgan enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade 
(SAB) at Queenscliff on 2 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the 
Suez Canal to England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917).

During training at the Siege Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent, throughout September – 
December, Gnr Morgan was attached to the 55th Battery and in early 1916 the unit was 
renamed the 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG).

The HAG left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the 
same day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the 
first time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

At 2.10 pm the next day, the men’s billets in the village of Maroeuil, near Arras, came under 
direct fire from German artillery. Twenty minutes of sustained shell fire killed two men and 
wounded ten others, one of whom was Gnr Morgan, who was evacuated for medical attention 
but subsequently died of his wounds on 16 March 1916.

Gunner 378 Edward Armstrong Leslie Morgan was originally buried in the Mont St Eloi 
French Military Cemetery the same day, but his remains were later re-interred in the Cabaret-
Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, France in late 1924.

Edward Armstrong Leslie Morgan
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Name: Morgan, Edward Armstrong Leslie
Service Number 378
Date enlisted 2 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 9 months
Place of birth Eaglehawk, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Morgan, Mr William, father, 

Church Street, Eaglehawk, Victoria
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 9 stone, 14 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/37 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 15 March 1916

Maroeuil, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds
Date and place died 16 March 1916

Mont St Eloi, France
Cemetery details Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, France. 

Plot XV, Row K, Grave 11
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, Third 
Military District Honor Roll, Bendigo Roll of Honor 
and St Peters Anglican Church Eaglehawk Honor 
Roll.
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Private (Pte) 163 Archie Odgers, using the alias Mark Wraith, enlisted in the 7th Infantry 
Battalion in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Melbourne on 17 August 
1914. He embarked overseas on 19 October and disembarked in Egypt on 6 December, where 
he was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 14 January 1915.

On 5 April 1915, the 7th Battalion embarked for the island of Lemnos, where they practiced 
disembarking from the ship and climbing the local hills each day. 

On the night of 24 April, the troopships departed Mudros Harbour and sailed for Gallipoli. At 
5 am on 25 April 1915 the battalion disembarked from their transports into smaller boats and 
were towed toward the beaches. The 7th Battalion landed as part of the second wave and 
found the beach crowded with troops and wounded men. Between 25 – 29 April, the 7th

Battalion lost 541 men, including 297 killed or missing and, on 30 April, L Cpl Odgers was 
promoted to Corporal (Cpl).

On 6 May 1915, the 2nd Brigade was moved 20 km south by boat to Cape Helles, where they 
participated in a poorly planned, British led attack on Krithia between 8 – 11 May. In three 
days, the 7th Battalion sustained another 277 casualties (including 131 killed or missing), one 
of whom was Cpl Odgers who was killed in action on 8 May. 

Archie Odgers (enlisted as Mark Wraith)

Cpl Odgers grave at Redoubt Cemetery, Cape Helles, Gallipoli
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Name: Odgers, Archie (aka Mark Wraith)
Service Number 163
Date enlisted 17 August 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 October 1914

HMAT A20 Hororata
Previous military service Unknown
Stated age/DOB (if known) 25 years, 8 months
Place of birth North Fitzroy, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Plumber
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address H. Wraith Esq, 

Rustemburg, Sth Africa
Permanent address Canterbury Road, Surrey Hills, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 9 stone, 14 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/37 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 8 May 1915

Krithia, Cape Helles, Gallipoli, Turkey
Cemetery details Redoubt Cemetery, Cape Helles, 

Gallipoli, Turkey
Plot I, Row B, Grave 13

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Enlisted under the alias Mark Wraith. 

Statutory Declaration signed by mother in May 1922 
& all records corrected. 
Connection to Queenscliff unknown.

Corporal 163 Archie Odgers’ body was not recovered until after the war had ended, and his 
remains were interred in the Redoubt Cemetery on Cape Helles, Gallipoli in mid-1921. 
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Private (Pte) 4895 Marius Olsen enlisted in the 14th Infantry Battalion in Melbourne on 23 
August 1915. He embarked overseas on 14 March 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 15 
April, where he joined the 4th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Tel el Kebir.

After a few days in hospital with influenza from 26 April – 1 May, Pte Olsen sailed for 
France on 7 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 14 June, where he was subsequently 
transferred and taken on strength of the 46th Infantry Battalion in the 12th Infantry Brigade of 
the 4th Australian Division, in the field at Berteaucourt, on 21 July 1916. He was one of 90 
reinforcements that arrived that day.

The 46th Battalion moved south towards the Somme over the next few weeks and entered the 
front line near Pozieres on 8 August 1916. The battalion was in reserve and held the left flank 
during the 4th Division’s initial assault on Mouquet Farm, before they were relieved on 15 
August. They re-entered the line near Albert on 29 August, and again provided flank support 
for another attack on Mouquet Farm. Although not directly involved in either attack, the 46th

Battalion nevertheless sustained 117 casualties during the month, including 13 killed or 
missing.

The battalion left the Somme and travelled north to Belgium from 3 September. After a few 
weeks rest, the battalion again moved to the Somme, where they manned the front line near 
Gueudecourt between 12 – 19 November 1916 and sustained 54 casualties, including 18 
killed. 

After the Germans had withdrawn to their fortified Hindenburg Line in late March 1917, the 
46th Battalion moved into the front line near Noreuil on 7 April and were scheduled to attack 
the Germans at Bullecourt on 10 April, but the assault was called off at the last minute. 

The hastily and poorly planned attack nevertheless went ahead the next day, without the 
benefit of an artillery barrage and, instead, using British tanks as support, most of which 
failed to even make it to the start line. 

The result was inevitable and the 46th Battalion, in the vanguard of the attack, sustained 387 
casualties, including 43 killed and 138 missing (many of whom became prisoners of war).

One of those killed in action on 11 April 1917 was Pte Olsen. The ground was not held, and 
his body was never recovered, so he has no known grave.

Private 4895 Marius Olsen is remembered on the Australian National Memorial, Villers-
Bretonneux, France.

Marius Olsen
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Name: Olsen, Marius
Service Number 4895
Date enlisted 23 August 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 14th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 14 March 1916

HMAT A68 Anchises
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 10 months
Place of birth Flinders, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Olsen, Mr Marius, father, 

Gipps Street, Port Fairy, Victoria
Permanent address Gipps Street, Port Fairy, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 10 inches, weight – 10 stone, 9 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35/37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 46th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 11 April 1917

Bullecourt, France
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on the Australian National 
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor (as Olsen, TW), Port Fairy War Memorial, St 
Johns Anglican Church Port Fairy Roll of Honor (as 
Morris Olsen).
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Private (Pte) 2696 Albert Whonam Pigdon enlisted in the 2nd Pioneer Battalion in the 2nd

Australian Division at Geelong on 25 April 1916. He embarked overseas on 18 September 
and disembarked at Plymouth, England on 15 November 1916 where he joined the Pioneer 
Training Battalion at camp in Wiltshire. 

Pioneer Battalions were infantry with light military combat engineer skills. Among other 
tasks, they constructed defensive positions, command posts and dugouts, prepared barbed 
wire defences and, where necessary, fought alongside the infantry.

He sailed for France on 31 December where, after a period in the isolation camp, he joined 
the battalion in the field at Warlencourt, on 1 March 1917. 

The 2nd Pioneers were involved in support of the 2nd Division’s attack on Bullecourt and 
Reincourt on 3 May, tasked with the construction of trench blocks on the 6th Brigade’s right 
flank. 

The battalion moved north to the Ypres area in early September 1917 where, in the lead up to 
the Battle of Menin Road on 20 September, the battalion constructed new roads and shelters 
large enough to house over a thousand men each. Their two weeks in the line cost them 79 
casualties (14 killed). 

One of those wounded was Pte Pigdon, who was gassed on 12 September. He was treated at 
the 56th General Hospital at Etaples from 14 September – 3 October, then spent several more 
weeks at various convalescent depots until 9 November. 

He rejoined the 2nd Pioneer Battalion on 19 November and was granted leave in England from 
17 February 1918. While on leave, he contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the 
1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford from 4 March – 11 April 1918. 

Albert (Bert) Whonam Pigdon
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He returned to France on 15 May and rejoined the battalion in the field near Ville sur Ancre, 
on 24 May. 

The 2nd Pioneers were working at a sawmill in the Somme region on 5 July 1918, when 
German artillery shelled the camp. Two men were killed outright, and Pte Pigdon was 
seriously wounded when shrapnel penetrated his chest. He was evacuated to the 13th

Australian Field Ambulance, situated near Daours, however died of his wounds later the same 
day.

Private 2696 Albert Whonam Pigdon was buried at the Daours Communal Cemetery 
Extension at Daours, France.

2nd Pioneer Battalion constructing a new “corduroy” road near Ypres, 1917
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Name: Pigdon, Albert (Bert) Whonam
Service Number 2696
Date enlisted 25 April 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 2nd Pioneer Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 September 1916

HMAT A10 Karroo
Previous military service Senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 1 month
Place of birth Drysdale, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Pigdon, Mrs Ellen, mother, 

Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 9 lbs, 
chest measurement – 38 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 2nd Pioneer Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 12 September 1917

near Ypres, Belgium
Nature of wounds Gassed (mustard gas)
Date and place wounded (2) 5 July 1918

Somme area, France
Nature of wounds (2) Shrapnel wound to chest (penetrating)
Date and place died 5 July 1918

13th Australian Field Ambulance,
near Daours, France

Cemetery details Daours Communal Cemetery Extension, 
Daours, France
Plot III, Row D, Grave 26

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on: Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll, 

Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor, Point 
Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor and the St 
George the Marty Anglican Church Roll of Honor.
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Corporal (Cpl) 2952 Norman Henry Victor Powell enlisted in the 5th Field Company 
Engineers (5th FCE) in the 5th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 
12 October 1915. He embarked overseas on 24 November and disembarked in Egypt on 19 
December. 

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

The 5th Field Company embarked for France on 17 March 1916 and arrived in Marseilles on 
23 March, then entrained north to the Hazebrouck region for training. 

Cpl Powell was promoted to Lance Sergeant (L Sgt) on 21 July, then on 25 July, as the 5th

FCE men worked on communications at Copse Avenue, near Pozieres, they came under 
heavy German artillery fire, and L Sgt Powell was killed in action. Hs body was never 
recovered, and he has no known grave.

Lance Sergeant 2952 Norman Henry Victor Powell is remembered on the Australian National 
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Norman Henry Victor Powell
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Name: Powell, Norman Henry Victor
Service Number 2952
Date enlisted 12 October 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Corporal
Initial Unit 5th Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 24 November 1915

HMAT A40 Ceramic
Previous military service Royal Australian Engineers, Queenscliff
Stated age/DOB (if known) 26 years, 4 months
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Powell, Mr Benjamin, father, 

Bond Street, Chilwell, Victoria
Permanent address Bond Street, Chilwell, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 11 stone, 8 lbs, 
chest measurement – 37/40 inches

Final Rank Lance Sergeant
Final Unit 5th Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 25 July 1916

Pozieres, France
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on the Australian National 
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Listed incorrectly as just Powell.

Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor, Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll, Christ 
Church Geelong Memorial Altar, All Saints 
Anglican Church Newtown Honor Roll and 
Chilwell State School Roll of Honor.
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Private (Pte) 2748 Claude Callaway Priddle enlisted in the 24th Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Geelong on 19 July 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 27 October and would have arrived in Egypt about four weeks later. 

Unfortunately, full details of Pte Priddle’s whereabouts post embarkation are missing from 
his service record, which commences with him on duty with the 6th (Brigade) Training 
Battalion at Rollestone Camp, England on 1 August 1916. This suggests that he may have 
been sick or wounded at some earlier point, and therefore missed travelling directly to France 
when his battalion left Egypt.

Pte Priddle departed England and arrived in France on 5 September, where he was taken on 
strength of the 24th Battalion, in the field at Longueval, on 7 November 1916. Not long after, 
on 1 December, he was diagnosed with trench feet, a painful swelling of the feet which 
reflected the atrocious conditions in the trenches at that time. He was initially evacuated to 
the 2nd General Hospital at le Havre on 6 December, and then to the 2nd Australian Division 
Base Depot at Etaples on 17 December. He rejoined the battalion at on 2 January 1917.

At 3.45 am on 3 May 1917, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, an 
attack on Bullecourt was undertaken by the 5th and 6th Brigades, which included the 24th

Battalion. They assaulted the entrenched machine guns and captured a significant section of 
the German trenches and 50 prisoners. They subsequently endured fierce hand to hand 
fighting during the many German counter attacks but held the captured ground until relieved 
at 3.00 am on 4 May. Overall 24th Battalion casualties amounted to 385, including 155 killed 
or missing, one of whom was Pte Priddle.

Private 2709 Claude Callaway Priddle’s body was never found, and he has no known grave. 
He is remembered on the Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Claude Callaway Priddle
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Name: Priddle, Claude Callaway
Service Number 2748
Date enlisted 19 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 October 1915

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

2 years Senior Cadets
1 year Citizen Military Forces

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 9 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Cab driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Priddle, Mrs Nellie, mother, 

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 inches, weight – 9 stone, 12 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 3 May 1917

Bullecourt, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian 

National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor and the St George the Martyr Anglican 
Church Roll of Honor.
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Henry Douglas Eyre Ralfe was commissioned as a Lieutenant (Lt) in the AIF in Queenscliff 
on 21 May 1915, and attached to the 54th Battery of the Siege Artillery Brigade (SAB). He 
embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez Canal to England, where he 
disembarked at Devonport on 23 August and joined the Siege Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent.

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). Lt Ralfe was later attached to the Brigade 
Headquarters Staff as Ordnance Officer from 15 September, and in early 1916 the unit was 
renamed the 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG).

The HAG left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the 
same day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the 
first time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

Lt Ralfe was granted a brief period of leave in England between 6 – 13 May then, in early 
July, the group moved south to the Somme region where they came under the control of the 
British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and registered their guns on 
Pozieres and Thiepval. On 23 July, they fired in support of Australian infantry for the first 
time in the war when the 1st Division attacked and captured Pozieres. They remained in this 
area, supporting Australian, British, and Canadian infantry, for several months.

On 10 August 1916, Lt Ralfe returned to England and commenced duty with the Australian 
Flying Corps (AFC). After four months training, on 16 December, he was promoted to 
Captain (Capt) and appointed as a Flight Commander with No. 3 Squadron, AFC, which he 
joined on 27 January 1917.

Henry Douglas Eyre Ralfe
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He spent six weeks in hospital (details unclear) from 14 June – 28 July, and then two months 
in convalescence, before he proceeded overseas to France on 29 September, where he 
rejoined the squadron. Just one month later, Capt Ralfe returned to England, where he was 
transferred and taken on strength of No. 7 Training Squadron, AFC as an instructor at RFC 
Leighterton on 25 October 1917.

After four months in that role, he returned to France on 9 March 1918, where he was again 
taken on strength of No. 3 Squadron, AFC, in the field at Bailleul airfield. As the German 
Spring Offensive got underway in late March 1918, the men were initially forced to sleep in 
dugouts, but as the shelling became more intense, they were forced to move to another 
airfield further behind the line on 21 March.

The squadron then followed the Australian infantry south to the Somme and arrived at 
Poulainville on 7 April. From there they observed and reported on German troop and artillery 
movements east of Villers-Bretonneux over the ensuing weeks, even participating in an aerial 
encounter with “Richthofen’s Circus” on 21 April, the same day the infamous “Red Baron” 
was shot down over the Australian lines at Morlancourt.

On 6 May 1918, Capt Ralfe, with his observer Lt William Buckland, were flying their RE8 in 
a sortie over the same Morlancourt Ridge when they were “jumped” by five German fighter 
aircraft and shot down. An eyewitness saw their machine “come down through the mist in 
flames…..before the RE8 buried itself 15 feet into the soft ground” of the Somme.

Captain Henry Douglas Eyres Ralfe was buried at Vignacourt British Cemetery, France later 
the same day.

Original grave marker of Capt Ralfe & Lt Buckland, May 1918
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Name: Ralfe, Henry Douglas Eyre
Date enlisted 21 May 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Lieutenant
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Captain, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, 

1911-1915
Stated age/DOB (if known) 25 years (25/5/1890)
Place of birth Sydney, NSW
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Holmes a Court, Mr C, stepfather, 

Parliament House, Brisbane, Queensland
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Height – 5 feet 11 inches, weight – 11 stone, 11 lbs, 

chest measurement – 35/38 inches
Final Rank Captain
Final Unit No. 3 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 6 May 1918

Morlancourt Ridge, France
Cemetery details Vignacourt British Cemetery, France. 

Plot II, Row A, Grave 4
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Incorrectly listed as Balfe, HD.

Also listed on the Royal Australian Garrison 
Artillery, Third Military District Honor Roll, The 
Armidale School Roll of Honor and No. 3 Squadron 
Roll of Honor.
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Sapper (Spr) 17790 Merlin Gilbert Rochester enlisted in the Field Engineer Reinforcements 
at Queenscliff on 3 November 1916. He embarked overseas on 10 May 1917 and 
disembarked in Devonport, England on 20 July, where he joined the Engineers Training 
Depot at Brightlingsea on 28 July.

At the completion of his training, Spr Rochester departed England on 31 October and landed 
in France the next day, where he was allocated to, and taken on strength of, the 10th Field 
Company Engineers (FCE), in the 10th Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division, in the 
field near Hazebrouck, on 17 November 1917. The unit remained in this general area for the 
next few months.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

After the German Spring Offensive on the Somme from late March 1918, Spr Rochester and 
his unit moved south to Ribemont sur Ancre on 28 March 1918, where they prepared 
demolition charges on the bridges over the River Ancre, just to the west of Morlancourt. The 
engineers also trained on Lewis Guns and constructed other defences in the area in the event 
the Germans broke through.

A party of engineers was working on defences in the front line at Marett Wood, near 
Morlancourt Ridge on 7 April, and it was here that Spr Rochester sustained a gunshot wound 
to his right arm. He was evacuated to the 3rd Canadian Stationary Hospital at Doullens the 
next day, and then to the 56th General Hospital at Etaples on 9 April.

Sapper 17790 Merlin Gilbert Rochester subsequently died of his wounds on 17 April 1918 
and was buried in the Etaples Military Cemetery, France.

Merlin Gilbert Rochester
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Name: Rochester, Merlin Gilbert
Service Number 17790
Date enlisted 3 November 1916
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit Field Engineer Reinforcements
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 May 1917

HMAT A74 Marathon
Previous military service Royal Australian Engineers (serving)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 10 months
Place of birth Kensington, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Rochester, Mr George, father, 

74 McConnell Street, Kensington, Victoria
Permanent address 74 McConnell Street, Kensington, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 11 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33/36 inches

Final Rank Sapper
Final Unit 10th Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 7 April 1918

Marett Wood, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to right arm
Date and place died 17 April 1918

56th General Hospital, 
Etaples, France

Cemetery details Etaples Military Cemetery, 
Etaples, France. 
Plot XXIX, Row E, Grave 2

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor.
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Gunner (Gnr) 384 Joseph Bernard Roden enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade (SAB) in 
Queenscliff on 4 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez 
Canal to England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August and joined the Siege 
Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). 

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and 
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same 
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first 
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

In early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval. Gnr Roden served in the 55th Battery and, on 
23 July, they fired in support of Australian infantry for the first time in the war when the 1st

Division attacked and captured Pozieres. They remained in this area, supporting Australian, 
British and Canadian infantry, for the next eight months, during which time Gnr Roden was 
granted leave in England from 24 December 1916. 

On his return from leave, he was hospitalised in France with venereal disease and scabies 
from 7 January – 4 March 1917, and he rejoined his unit on 1 April, by which time the 55th

Battery was operating near Athies, on the Arras front. The battery came under heavy German 
artillery fire on 27 April, which caused 18 casualties, one of whom was Gnr Roden who 
sustained shrapnel wounds to his abdomen. He was evacuated to the 48th British Field 
Ambulance but died of his wounds enroute.

Joseph Bernard Roden
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Name: Roden, Joseph Bernard
Service Number 384
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 28 years
Place of birth Bendigo, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Roman Catholic
Next of kin and address Norman, Mrs C, sister, 

Sandgate, Qld
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 ½ inches, weight – 12 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 40/45 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 27 April 1917

Athies, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to abdomen
Date and place died 27 April 1917

48th British Field Ambulance, France
Cemetery details Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, France. 

Plot XV, Row G, Grave 4
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, Third 
Military District Honor Roll and the Marist Brothers 
College Bendigo Great War Honor Roll.

Gunner 384 Joseph Bernard Roden was buried at the Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, 
Souchez, France later the same day.



88

Gunner (Gnr) 169 Oscar Henry Schroeder enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade (SAB) in 
Queenscliff on 4 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and travelled via the Suez 
Canal to England, where he disembarked at Devonport on 23 August and joined the Siege 
Artillery Depot at Lydd, Kent. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). 

In early 1916, the brigade designation was changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) and 
they left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the same 
day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the first 
time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. Gnr Schroeder joined the 55th Battery on 17 April 1916.

In early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps, but shortly after that, Gnr Schroeder was hospitalised in 
Rouen with synovitis in his right knee from 15 – 20 July. 

He was transferred to England, where he was hospitalised at the 3rd London General Hospital 
from 22 – 26 July, and then sent to the convalescent camp at Woodcote Park, Epsom between 
26 July – 14 August. 

Post discharge, Gnr Schroeder was granted leave in England from 14 – 31 August 1916.

Oscar Henry Schroeder
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He then spent four months training with the heavy artillery group reinforcements at 
Wellmarsh Camp, before he again embarked for France on 20 January 1917, where he 
eventually rejoined the 36th HAG on 25 February. 

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 36th HAG moved to 
Sapignies, north of Bapaume, in mid-March 1917, where they fired on Bullecourt.

By early April the 55th Battery was operating near Athies, on the Arras front. The battery 
came under heavy German artillery fire on 27 April, which caused 18 casualties, one of 
whom was Gnr Schroeder, who sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his back and legs. 

He was evacuated to the 42nd Casualty Clearing Station at Aubigny but subsequently died of 
his wounds on 2 May 1917.

Gunner 169 Oscar Henry Schroeder was buried in the Aubigny Communal Cemetery 
Extension, France later the same day.

Gnr Schroeder’s original grave marker at Aubigny Communal Cemetery Extension, France
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Name: Schroeder, Oscar Henry
Service Number 169
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years
Place of birth Burnley, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Schroeder, Mr William, father,

c/- PO Aura, Victoria
Permanent address Artillery Barracks, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 9 ¾ inches, weight – 9 stone, 14 lbs, 
chest measurement – 36/39 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 27 April 1917

Athies, France
Nature of wounds Multiple shrapnel wounds to back & legs
Date and place died 2 May 1917

42nd Casualty Clearing Station, 
Aubigny, France

Cemetery details Aubigny Communal Cemetery Extension, France. 
Plot II, Row J, Grave 65

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor and Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, 
Third Military District Honor Roll.
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Private (Pte) 1393 John Hewitson Smythe enlisted in the 39th Infantry Battalion in the 10th

Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Ballarat on 5 April 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 27 May and disembarked in Devonport, England on 18 July, where he joined the 
10th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Durrington Camp.

After several months training, Pte Smythe departed England on 28 June 1917 and arrived in 
France the next day, where he was taken on strength of the 39th Battalion, in the field at La 
Douve Valley Camp, near Mount Kemmel, on 6 July 1917.

The battalion manned the front line near Warneton from 12 – 20 July, then returned to the 
reserve trenches in what was left of Messines. On the night of 3 October, the battalion moved 
up through Ypres to Zonnebeke in preparation for battle the next day. 

The assault on Broodseinde Ridge began at 6.00 am on the morning of 4 October 1917 and, 
despite heavy overall casualties, was considered a great success. 

The battalion’s next action however, an attack on the village of Passchendaele, scheduled to 
follow quickly on 12 October 1917, was a disaster. The assembling soldiers were subjected to 
German gas and artillery fire as they moved up during the night of 11 October, and the 
ground, which had turned to quagmire due to the incessant rain, made the terrain impassable. 

John Hewitson Smythe
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After the battle of  Third Ypres ground to its natural conclusion and things quietened down, 
the Australian divisions, including the 39th Battalion, remained in the Ypres and Messines 
sectors until late March 1918, when news of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme 
filtered through. 

The 39th Battalion was one of many Australian units rushed south to help stem the advance. 
They reached the junction of the Ancre and Somme Rivers on 27 March and then established 
forward defensive positions near Morlancourt, where they helped to fight off several German 
attacks in the following days.

It was also while serving in this vicinity that Pte Smythe was wounded on 5 April (no details 
of his wounds were recorded). Tragically, as he was being carried to medical assistance, he 
was hit a second time and killed in action the very next day.

Private 1393 John Hewitson Smythe was buried in the Heilly Station Cemetery, 
Mericourt-l'Abbe, France later the same day.

Pte Smythe’s grave at Heilly Station Cemetery,
Mericourt-l'Abbe, France
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Name: Smythe, John Hewitson
Service Number 1393
Date enlisted 5 April 1916
Place enlisted Ballarat, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 39th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 May 1916

HMAT A11 Ascanius
Previous military service 4 years senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 2 months
Place of birth Ballarat, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Cook
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Smythe, Mr John, father, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia c/- Mrs E Brown, 

11 Mair Street, 
Ballarat, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, black hair, grey eyes, 
height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 9 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 39th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place wounded 5 April 1918

Morlancourt, France
Nature of wounds No details
Date and place died 6 April 1918

near Mericourt l’Abbe, France
Cemetery details Heilly Station Cemetery, 

Mericourt-l'Abbe, France. 
Plot II, Row I, Grave 18

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Ballarat Avenue of Honour and Broomfield 
State School Honor Roll.
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Sapper (Spr) 183 Henry Edgar Spriggins enlisted in the 1st Australian Divisional Signals 
Company in Melbourne on 23 October 1914. He embarked overseas on 22 December and 
disembarked in Egypt about four weeks later.

Signals Companies were tasked with providing communications from divisional headquarters 
to those of subordinate units. Most communications were generally by field telephone, which 
required line to be laid. The line was buried where possible but would often be cut or broken 
by artillery fire and/or road traffic. If this occurred, it would have to be re-laid, which was a 
dangerous task on the battlefield. 

Henry Edgar Spriggins

ANZAC area signals office of the 1st Australian Divisional Signal Company, AIF, 1915

We know that Spr Spriggins served at Gallipoli, but his service record is unclear as to exactly 
when. In late July or early August, he contracted enteric fever and dysentery and was 
evacuated to Egypt via HMHS Galeka on 2 August 1915.  

He was initially admitted to the 19th General Hospital on 7 August, but the next day he was 
transferred to the 21st General Hospital in Alexandria. 

Still in hospital three months later, on 8 November his condition was listed as dangerously ill, 
and he eventually succumbed to his illness on 21 November 1915. 

Sapper 183 Henry Edgar Spriggins was buried in the Chatby Military & War Memorial 
Cemetery, Alexandria, Egypt later the same day.
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Name: Spriggins, Henry Edgar
Service Number 183
Date enlisted 23 October 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 1st Divisional Signal Company
Date and ship embarked for overseas 22 December 1914

HMAT A30 Borda
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years, 4 months (20/6/1891)
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Telegraphist (PMG)
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Spriggins, Mr Henry, father, 

53 Kent Street, Kew, Victoria
Permanent address 53 Kent Street, Kew, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 10 stone, 
chest measurement – 33/36 inches

Final Rank Sapper
Final Unit 1st Divisional Signal Company
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Died of illness (enteric fever/dysentery)
Date and place died 21 November 1915

21st General Hospital, 
Alexandria, Egypt

Cemetery details Chatby Military & War Memorial Cemetery, 
Alexandria, Egypt
Row A, Grave 17

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Queenscliff Methodist Church 

Honor Roll, Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor, 
Kew War Memorial and the Postmaster General’s 
Department Roll of Honor, Hawthorn.
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Private (Pte) 1088 Samuel Herbert Stonely enlisted in the 6th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd

Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Queenscliff on 12 September 1914, aged 41 
years. 

The battalion embarked overseas on 19 October then, after several months training in Egypt, 
departed for Lemnos on 5 April 1915, where they practiced disembarking from the troopships 
into smaller boats. 

On 25 April, the 6th Battalion landed at Gallipoli as part of the second wave of the assault and 
sustained around 250 casualties in the first few days, following which Pte Stonely was 
promoted to Corporal on 28 April. 

On 6 May 1915, the 2nd Brigade was moved 20 km south by boat to Cape Helles, where they 
participated in a poorly planned, British led attack on Krithia between 8 – 11 May. The 6th

Battalion alone sustained 337 casualties (including 215 killed or missing) in just three days, 
one of whom was Cpl Stonely, who was killed in action on 8 May 1915.

The ground was not held, and his body was not recovered, so he has no known grave.

Corporal 1088 Samuel Herbert Stonely is remembered on the Helles Memorial, Gallipoli, 
Turkey.

Samuel Herbert Stonely
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Name: Stonely, Samuel Herbert
Service Number 1088
Date enlisted 12 September 1914
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 6th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 October 1914

HMAT A20 Hororata
Previous military service Victorian Navy (Sept 1899 – July 1901).

Embarked with the Victorian Naval Contingent to 
Boxer Uprising 1900-01.

Stated age/DOB (if known) 41 years (10/7/1873)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Seaman
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Stonely, Mrs Eleanor, wife, 

Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Sallow complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 10 stone, 
chest measurement – 37 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 6th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 8 May 1915

Krithia, Cape Helles, Gallipoli, Turkey
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, 
Gallipoli, Turkey

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor, Sons of Williamstown Honor Board, 
Queenscliff Cosmopolitan Lodge No.96 Roll of 
Honor and the Williamstown War Memorial.
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George Robert Thompson was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the AIF in Melbourne on 1 
May 1917, and allocated to the Australian Flying Corps (AFC). He embarked overseas on 10 
May and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 20 July, where he joined the AFC Details 
Camp at Wendover on 28 July.

After almost three months training, Lt Thompson graduated as a Flying Officer on 16 October 
and was transferred to the 30th Training Squadron, Royal Flying Corps at Tern Hill on 28 
December.

He left England on 27 January 1918 and landed in Boulogne, France later the same day, 
where he was taken on strength of No. 4 Squadron, AFC at Bruay on 29 January. 

On 5 March, Lt Thompson was recalled to England to give evidence at a Court Martial (no 
other details known), following which he was transferred and taken on strength of No. 7 
Training Squadron, AFC at RFC Leighterton airfield on 18 March 1918.

Lt Thompson was hospitalised at the Beaufort War Hospital in Bristol with an undiagnosed 
illness from 29 April – 7 May, and then at the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at 
Bulford with venereal disease between 20 May – 5 June, after which he rejoined the training 
squadron. 

On 3 July 1918, Lt Thompson was flying an RE8 and practising a dive on a target at 
Leighterton airfield when his plane crashed, and he was accidentally killed. 

Lieutenant George Robert Thompson was buried at Leighterton Church Cemetery on 5 July.

George Robert Thompson
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Name: Thompson, George Robert
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 1 May 1917
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Lieutenant
Initial Unit Australian Flying Corps
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 May 1917

HMAT A74 Marathon
Previous military service Lieutenant, Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, 

4 years
Stated age/DOB (if known) 25 years, 9 months (8/8/1891)
Place of birth Albert Park, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Thompson, Mrs Madeline, wife, 

“Vacuna”, Faulkner Street, St Kilda, Victoria
Permanent address Fort Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 9 inches, weight – 8 stone, 12 lbs, 
chest measurement – 36 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant
Final Unit No. 7 Training Squadron, AFC
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Accidental death
Date and place died 3 July 1918

Leighterton Airfield, 
Gloucestershire, England

Cemetery details Leighterton Church Cemetery, 
Boxwell-With-Leighterton, England. 

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Royal Australian Garrison 

Artillery, Third Military District Honor Roll, 
Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor, Australian 
Flying Corps Memorial & Roll of Honor, 
Leighterton.
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Private (Pte) 2094 Claude Ernest Ward enlisted in the 23rd Battalion at Queenscliff on 26 July 
1915. He embarked overseas on 26 August and arrived in Egypt about four weeks later.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 22nd Infantry Battalion, in the 6th Infantry 
Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Zeitoun on 14 March 1916. The battalion embarked 
for France on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 26 March, where they entrained 
for the north and spent time in and out of the line around Fleurbaix during April.

On 27 July the 2nd Division entered the line at Pozieres. The 22nd Battalion, although not 
directly involved in the attacks between 27 – 30 July, nevertheless lost 354 men (including 60 
killed or missing), one of whom was Pte Ward who was killed in action on 27 July 1916.

Claude Ernest Ward
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Name: Ward, Claude Ernest
Service Number 2094
Date enlisted 26 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 23rd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 26 August 1915

HMAT A68 Anchises
Previous military service 3 years senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Carrier
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Ward, Mr Walter Frederick, father, 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 4 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 3 lbs, 
chest measurement – 37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 27 July 1916

Pozieres, France
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on the Australian National 
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Queenscliff Methodist Church 

Honor Roll, Point Lonsdale State School Roll of 
Honor, Point Lonsdale War Memorial and Borough 
of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 2094 Claude Ernest Ward is remembered on the Australian National Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, France.
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Boer War veteran, Bertram Alexander Gordon Watts was commissioned as a Major (Maj) in 
the AIF in Melbourne on 15 October 1914. He embarked overseas shortly afterwards and was 
attached to the newly formed 20th Divisional Artillery in the British Imperial Army.

The 20th Division departed England on 21 July 1915 and landed in France later the same day, 
where they moved to the St Omer area and manned the lines near Fleurbaix later that month. 

Maj Watts’ detachment to the Imperial Army ended on 24 April 1916 and he joined the 2nd

Australian Division Artillery in France, where he was attached to its headquarters at Croix du 
Bac, near Steenwerck on 29 May.

On 3 June, Maj Watts was awarded the Distinguished Service Order and mentioned in 
General Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatches for his work with the Imperial Army.

Maj Watts was placed in temporary command of the 22nd Field Artillery (Howitzer) Brigade 
near Armentieres between 7 – 18 June, after which he remained with that unit in the capacity 
of Intelligence Officer until 2 July. 

On 10 July 1916, Maj Watts was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) and appointed 
commanding officer of the 4th Field Artillery Brigade (FAB), in the field near Messines. The 
brigade then moved south and between 23 July – 3 September 1916, with others, they 
provided constant artillery fire support for the AIF at Pozieres and Mouquet Farm.

The 4th FAB operated around Flers and Gueudecourt in the latter part of 1916, and it was 
while in this sector that Lt Col Watts was Mentioned in Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatches for a 
second time on 13 November 1916.

Bertram Alexander Gordon Watts DSO, MiD

Major BAG Watts, 20th Divisional Artillery (Imperial Forces) (right) on top of a pyramid in early 1915.
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Name: Watts, Bertram Alexander Gordon
Date enlisted 15 October 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Major
Initial Unit Attached to British Imperial Army 

(20th Divisional Artillery)
Date and ship embarked Late October 1914
Previous military service Boer War (5th Victorian Mounted Rifles). 

Royal Australian Garrison Artillery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 34 years, 7 months (5/3/1880)
Place of birth Adelaide, SA
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Watts, Mrs S, mother, 

397 Park Street, South Melbourne, Victoria
Permanent address Melbourne, Victoria
Final Rank Lieutenant Colonel
Final Unit 4th Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 10 April 1917

Vaulx, France
Cemetery details Vaulx Hill Cemetery, Vaulx, France. 

Plot II, Row B, Grave 3
Honours/medals Distinguished Service Order, Mention in 

Despatches, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, 
Victory Medal

Notes Incorrectly recorded as C. Watts.
Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor, William Thompson Masonic School War 
Memorial and the United Grand Lodge Honor Roll 
(both Sydney).

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line from late February 1917, brigade 
headquarters operated from Vaulx, on the Somme. At 4.05 pm on 10 April 1917, a German 
artillery shell scored a direct hit on the 4th FAB Headquarters, killing Lt Col Watts and three 
other officers instantly.

Lieutenant Colonel Bertram Alexander Gordon Watts DSO, MiD was buried near Vaulx-
Vracourt the same day, then re-interred at the Vaulx Hill Cemetery, France after the war.
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Sapper (Spr) 10383 Oliver James Woolford enlisted in the 10th Field Company Engineers 
(FCE), in the 10th Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Melbourne on 6 May 
1916. 

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

Spr Woolford embarked overseas on 20 June and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 10 
August. He then proceeded to France on 23 November and travelled north to Armentieres and 
Houplines, where the company operated for several weeks. 

He was promoted to Lance Corporal on 10 May, and then again to Second Corporal (2nd Cpl) 
on 17 May 1917.

The 10th FCE moved to Ploegsteert on 5 June 1917 in support of the pending allied assault on 
Messines Ridge. At 3.10 am on 7 June, the ground shook following 19 massive mine 
detonations on the ridge, which obliterated the German lines. After the battle, the engineers 
went to work reconstructing dugouts and other infrastructure in the forward areas and were 
also used as carrying parties for ammunition and supplies.

It was while undertaking such a task that 2nd Corporal Oliver James Woolford was killed in 
action near Messines on 8 June 1917, and later buried at the Bethlehem Farm West Cemetery, 
also at Messines, Belgium.

Oliver James Woolford
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Name: Woolford, Oliver James
Service Number 10383
Date enlisted 6 May 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 10th Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 June 1916

HMAT A54 Runic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 27 years ,11 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Bricklayer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Woolford, Mrs Florence Gertrude, wife, 

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, black/grey hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 ¼ inches, weight – 8 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/35 inches

Final Rank 2nd Corporal
Final Unit 10th Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 8 June 1917

Messines, Belgium
Cemetery details Bethlehem Farm West Cemetery Messines, Belgium 

Row A, Grave 18
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Listed on St George’s Anglican Church, Queenscliff 

Roll of Honor, Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor and Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll
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Private (Pte) 735 Reuben Zula enlisted in the 24th Infantry Battalion of the 6th Infantry 
Brigade in the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 16 March 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 10 May and arrived in Egypt about five weeks later. 

The 24th Battalion embarked for Gallipoli on 30 August and disembarked on 5 September, 
where they assumed defensive positions at Courtney’s, Quinn’s and Steele’s Posts. A week 
later they began a 14 week period of rotations (together with the 23rd Battalion) in and out of 
the trenches at Lone Pine. Pte Zula remained at Gallipoli until the final evacuation and 
arrived back in Egypt on 27 December 1915.

Pte Zula later contracted gastritis and was hospitalised for two weeks at Abbassia from 16 – 
31 March 1916. His service record is silent as to when he departed Egypt (the battalion left 
on 21 March while he was still in hospital) but we do know that he was hospitalised in 
England, initially at Parkhouse and then at Bulford, with venereal disease between 21 
October 1916 – 14 April 1917. 

He embarked for France on 8 August and rejoined the 24th Battalion, in the field at 
Wardrecques, on 31 August 1917, where preparations were already underway for the next 
major battle. After a period of rest, on 12 September, Pte Zula and the 24th Battalion moved 
north to Belgium to take part in the 1st and 2nd Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, 
east of Ypres. 

The pre-dawn attack on 20 September 1917 was successful, and the Australians advanced 
1,500 metres and captured all their objectives. The 24th Battalion, used mainly for carrying 
supplies and cable laying, nevertheless sustained 90 casualties during the day, including 14 
killed. 

Reuben Zula
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Name: Zula, Reuben
Service Number 735
Date enlisted 16 March 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 May 1915

HMAT A14 Euripides
Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 8 months (19/6/1890)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Zula, Mr George, father, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 4 inches, weight – 9 stone, 4 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 20 September 1917

Bellewaerde Ridge, 
near Ypres, Belgium

Cemetery details Hooge Crater Cemetery
Zillebeke, Belgium 
Plot IV, Row B, Grave 6

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Listed on St George the Martyr Anglican Church 

Roll of Honor, Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll 
& Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor.

One of those killed was Pte Zula, who was laying communications cable when he was hit by 
German artillery fire near Bellewaerde Ridge. He was buried where he fell, however, the 
original grave was lost after the battle. After the war, his remains and dog tags were 
subsequently re-discovered in mid-1920.

Private 735 Reuben Zula was re-interred at the Hooge Crater Cemetery in Zillebeke, Belgium 
in June or July 1920.
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Glossary

GInfantry Battalion:          Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)
Billets: Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and 

stables

Infantry Brigade:  Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus 
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men 
at full strength)

Casualties:  Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are 
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military 
action

CMF Citizen’s Military Force or Militia
Corps:  Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions
Infantry Division:  Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters 

staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical 
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff 
(~18,000 men at full strength)

Enfilade:  The position of trenches or troops making them subject to 
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Field Artillery Brigade:  Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to 
six) 18-pounder field guns

Flank: The left or right side of a body of troops
Light Horse Brigade:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus 

headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and 
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Light Horse Regiment:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus 
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Trench Foot/Feet: Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet 
and cold conditions

Salient:  An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or 
line of defence

Shrapnel: Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal
Squadron (AFC):  Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18 

pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full 
strength)

Squadron (LH):  Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130 
men (at full strength)

Taken on Strength: The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and 
accommodating him from that date
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