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Private (Pte) 2385 Charles Percival Yule Caithness enlisted in the 46th Infantry Battalion in 
the 12th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Australian Division in Geelong on 8 June 1916. 

He embarked overseas on 7 September and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 29 
October, where he joined the 12th (Brigade) Training Battalion at its Codford Camp in 
Wiltshire.

He sailed from England on 21 December and arrived in France the next day, where he was 
eventually taken on strength of the 46th Battalion, at Mametz Camp, on 27 January 1917.

The 46th Battalion moved into the front line near Noreuil on 7 April and were scheduled to 
attack the German Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 10 April, however the assault was called 
off at the last minute. 

The hastily and poorly planned attack nevertheless went ahead the next day, without the 
benefit of an artillery barrage and instead using British tanks as support, most of which failed 
to even make it to the start line. 

The result was inevitable and the 46th Battalion, in the vanguard of the attack, sustained 387 
casualties, including 43 killed and 138 missing (many of whom became prisoners of war).

One of those killed in action on 11 April 1917 was Pte Caithness. The ground was not held, 
and his body was never recovered, so he has no known grave.

Charles Percival Yule Caithness

German soldiers inspecting a knocked out British tank captured on 11 April 1917
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Private 2385 Charles Percival Yule Caithness is remembered on the Australian National 
Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Name: Caithness, Charles Percival Yule
Service Number 2385
Date enlisted 8 June 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 46th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 7 September 1916

HMAT A15 Port Sydney
Previous military service 69th Infantry Battalion, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 6 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Baker
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Caithness, Mrs Ann, mother, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 ¼ inches, weight – 10 stone, 11 lbs, chest 
measurement – 37 ½ inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 46th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Killed in Action
Date and place died 11 April 1917

Bullecourt, France
Cemetery details No Known Grave.

Australian National Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes
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Private (Pte) 2149 Lawrence Robson Coltish enlisted in the 21st Infantry Battalion in the 6th 
Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 12 July 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 27 September and disembarked in Egypt about five weeks later, where he was 
taken on strength of the 21st Battalion at Tel el Kebir on 7 January 1916, after their return 
from Gallipoli.

The battalion departed Egypt on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 26 March 1916. 
After spending several weeks in the quiet Fleurbaix sector, the 21st Battalion was in reserve 
for the 6th Brigade attack on Pozieres on 4 – 5 August. The battalion provided carrying 
parties but nevertheless sustained 289 casualties (including 36 killed or missing), as their 
positions were under constant German observation and artillery fire.

Following two weeks “rest”, which included an inspection by King George V at Vadencourt 
on 10 August, the 21st Battalion moved back into the line for an assault on Mouquet Farm on 
26 August. The attack failed and the battalion sustained 391 casualties (171 killed/missing). 

After a rest period in Flanders until late October, the battalion again headed south and moved 
into the front line near Flers on 3 November 1916, where they experienced the heavy, energy 
sapping mud for the first time – the northern winter of 1916-17 was particularly harsh and 
trench foot was a common complaint. They next moved into the line at Delville Wood on 
Christmas morning 1916, and “enjoyed” a lunch of bully-beef and bread. 

Lawrence Robson Coltish MM
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Troops evacuating HMAT A70 Ballarat after it was torpedoed in the English Channel

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in late March 1917, the battalion 
cautiously moved forward and captured several French villages in the ensuing weeks. For his 
actions during this period, Pte Coltish was recommended for, and awarded, the Military 
Medal on 3 April 1917. The citation read:

“For conspicuous gallantry and endurance as stretcher bearers near Longatte on 20 
March 1917. The wounded had to be collected under artillery and machine gun fire and 
carried a considerable distance under fire. These stretcher bearers in complete 
disregard of their own safety worked their hardest to get the wounded away at the 
earliest opportunity.”

On 3 May, the battalion was directly involved in a major attack on the Hindenburg Line itself, 
and it was here on 4 May that Pte Coltish was killed in action, one of 340 casualties sustained 
by the battalion during the Second Battle of Bullecourt (80 killed or missing). 

Australian troops and dugouts in a sunken road on the outskirts of Bullecourt, 19 May 1917. 
Note the makeshift graveyard nearby

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave. 

Private 2149 Lawrence Robson Coltish is remembered on the Australian National Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, France.
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Name: Coltish, Lawrence Robson
Service Number 2149
Date enlisted 12 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 September 1915

HMAT A20 Hororata
Previous military service South Australian infantry (CMF)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 29 years, 11 months
Place of birth Heidelberg, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Lamble, Mrs Annie Florence, mother, 

Moama Road, East Malvern, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Sallow complexion, brown hair, blue/grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 10 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 37/39 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in Action
Date and place died 4 May 1917

Bullecourt, France
Cemetery details No Known Grave.

Australian National Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, France

Honours/medals Military Medal, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, 
Victory Medal

Notes
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William John Farrell

Private (Pte) 2639 William John Farrell enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th 
Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Geelong on 1 February 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 14 March and disembarked in Egypt on 15 April. 

He departed Egypt on 21 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June, where he travelled 
north and was taken on strength of the 29th Battalion near Sailly sur la Lys on 8 August 1916. 

The 29th Battalion moved through Trones Wood and into the front line near Gueudecourt on 
23 November 1916 where, according to the battalion history, “During this move, the enemy 
artillery caught B Company out in the open in an area known as Millers’ Son, killing Sergeant 
Albert Vick and wounding a number of other soldiers.” It took almost six hours to find and 
bring in all the wounded, one of whom was Pte Farrell, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his 
head and leg.

Pte Farrell was evacuated to the 38th Casualty Clearing Station the next day, and from there 
via ambulance train to Rouen, where he was admitted to the 6th General Hospital on 26 
November.

Private 2639 William John Farrell subsequently died of his wounds on 16 December 1916 
and was buried at St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen later the same day.



7

Name: Farrell, William John
Service Number 2639
Date enlisted 1 February 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 14 March 1916 

HMAT A68 Anchises
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

4 years senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver

Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Farrell, Mr William, father, 

Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 1 lb, chest 
measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 23 November 1916
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to head and leg
Date and place died 16 December 1916

6th General Hospital, 
Rouen, France

Cemetery details St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France. 
Block O, Plot III, Row 1, Grave 4

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll 

and Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor 
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David Alexander Gaff

Ordinary Seaman 2nd Class (Ord Seaman) 2017 David Alexander Gaff enlisted in the Royal 
Australian Navy (RAN) on 6 August 1912. He completed his basic training at the shore base, 
HMAS Cerberus in Victoria, before being posted to the Torpedo Boat Destroyer Squadron for 
several month’s training from 21 October. 

On 21 May 1913, Ord Seaman Gaff was posted to HMAS Encounter, a Royal Navy light 
cruiser on loan to the RAN. After war was declared on 5 August, Encounter sailed from 
Sydney and headed north on patrol for German ships thought to be in the area. On 12 August 
her lookouts sighted smoke on the horizon and the captain ordered the ship to action stations. 
Men in the other Australian ships later recalled how they saw Encounter steam off towards 
the smoke “to the sound of the bugle calling her crew to action”.

Unfortunately, the “enemy warship” proved to be the British steamer SS Zambesi, which had 
been commandeered by the German Administrator of Nauru. A shot across the bow of the 
Zambesi brought her to a halt and a boarding party from Encounter went across to the ship, 
which became the first prize captured by the RAN. Onboard they found a quantity of cement 
and steel destined for the wireless station at Rabaul, and two Germans with documents for the 
German Administrator of Rabaul. A prize crew was put aboard the Zambezi, and she sailed 
off to Sydney.

A month later Encounter accompanied the Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force 
operation to capture German New Guinea and its important wireless stations. On 14 
September, Encounter provided covering fire during the advance of the landing force from 
Herbertshöhe to Toma, which made her the first RAN ship to fire in anger. The shellfire was 
described as “having the desired effect” as the Australian forces were met by German troops 
waving a flag of truce. 
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Encounter then covered the landing at Madang on 24 September and, in October, she was 
sent to the Fĳi-Samoa area. During a patrol of this region on 25 April 1915, she captured the 
German sailing vessel Elfriede. In August, Encounter’s hull was damaged by a coral reef, and 
she eventually sailed to Singapore for repairs in December, following which she patrolled the 
Malay Archipelago for several weeks in early 1916. It was also during this period that Ord 
Seaman Gaff was promoted to Able Bodied Seaman (AB) on 15 November 1915.

On 12 January 1917, Encounter was ordered to New Zealand to escort a convoy of troopships 
to the Indian Ocean, where responsibility was subsequently handed over to ships from the 
East Indies Station. She then returned to Australia where she undertook patrol duties off the 
Western Australian coast for several months. In late December 1917, Encounter returned to 
Sydney and underwent a major refit. 

AB Gaff left Encounter on 31 December and, after a short spell at Cerberus, was posted to 
the RAN’s London Depot, located at Australia House in The Strand, on 2 February 1918. 

Presumably while on leave in a region of France far removed from the Western Front, at 
some stage AB Gaff contracted typhoid fever and was hospitalised at the small British 
hospital at St Germain au Mont D'Or, France, where he died on 4 May 1918.

Able Bodied Seaman 2017 David Alexander Gaff was buried in the St Germain au Mont D'Or 
Communal Cemetery Extension, St Germain au Mont D'Or, France later the same day. 

The cemetery (near Lyons) was begun in October 1917. It was used by the British hospital 
and a nearby Rest Camp, and AB Gaff is one of only three Australians buried there.

HMAS Encounter capturing SS Zambezi on 12 August 1914.
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Name: Gaff, David Alexander
Service Number 2017
Date enlisted 6 August 1912
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Ordinary Seaman 2nd Class
Initial Unit HMAS Cerberus
DOB 14 July 1895
Place of birth Templestowe, Victoria
Marital status Single
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Gaff, Mrs Eliza, mother, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 inches
Final Rank Able Bodied Seaman
Final Unit London Depot, RAN
Theatres of war served in Rabaul/New Guinea, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, 

China Station
Fate Died of illness (typhoid fever)
Date and place died 4 May 1918

St Germain au Mont D'Or, France
Cemetery details St Germain au Mont D'Or Communal Cemetery 

Extension, St Germain au Mont D'Or, Rhone-Alpes, 
France
Row B, Grave 7

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor and St Mark’s Anglican Chapel Roll of 
Honor, HMAS Cerberus, Flinders, Vic.
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Christian Freeman Hansen

Sapper (Spr) 3042 Christian Freeman Hansen enlisted in the 5th Field Company Engineers 
(5th FCE) in the 5th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Queenscliff on 12 July 
1915. He embarked overseas on 24 November and disembarked in Egypt about five weeks 
later. 

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

The field company embarked for France on 17 March 1916 and arrived in Marseilles on 23 
March, then entrained north to the Hazebrouck region. By 27 July, the 5th FCE men were 
working in a sunken road trench at Contalmaison, near Pozieres, when they came under 
heavy German artillery fire. Spr Hansen was gassed during the barrage, one of 20 engineers 
wounded. 

He was admitted to the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples the next day, and then to the 
26th General Hospital, also in Etaples, on 15 August 1916. A week later, on 24 August, he 
departed for England, where he was admitted to the York Military Hospital later the same 
day. He was discharged from hospital on 21 September and granted furlough in England from 
22 September – 8 October 1916. He returned to France on 27 December, where he rejoined 
the 5th FCE, in the field at Ribemont, on 3 January 1917. 

The 5th FCE were quite active in March 1917 after the Germans had withdrawn to their new 
Hindenburg Line defences and spent several weeks clearing German trenches and dugouts for 
their new occupants. 
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Between 3 – 8 May 1917, the company assisted the 5th Brigade during and after their assault 
at Second Bullecourt, reinforcing command posts and dugouts and constructing new 
defences, at a cost of 35 casualties (five killed). Spr Hansen was re-mustered as a Driver 
(Dvr) on 16 July 1917, which meant he drove a team of horses or mules. The field company 
was also very active during September – October 1917 as the front line moved forward 
several km during Third Ypres. 

Dvr Hansen was granted leave to England between 14 – 31 December, and then a week’s 
leave to Paris from 18 – 27 February 1918. 

After the German Spring Offensive from late March 1918, Dvr Hansen and his unit moved 
south to Baizieux on 9 April 1918, where they constructed defences, wired communication 
trenches and gas-proofed dugouts. 

On 19 May 1918, the 5th Field Company Engineers supported the 5th and 6th Infantry Brigades 
during their successful attack on Ville-sur-Ancre. They laid “jumping off” tapes for the 
infantry during the night and kept communication trenches open during the attack.

The allied armies commenced their Amiens offensive on 8 August 1918 and the engineer 
units followed the infantry to clear up the battlefield, salvage equipment and fill in shell 
craters and trenches. There was even one instance during an examination of an enemy dugout 
beneath a road at Bayonvillers where five German officers and a raft of documents and maps 
were captured. 

On 1 October the engineers moved forward to Bellicourt and spent the night camped in the 
southern end of the St Quentin Canal tunnel. Early on 3 October they laid out “jumping off” 
tape for the 5th Infantry Brigade’s attack at Estrees and Joncourt the same day. They left the 
front line for the last time on 5 October 1918.

Following the signing of the Armistice, Dvr Hansen was granted leave to Rome on 15 
November. At some stage while on leave, Dvr Hansen contracted influenza and was 
transported back to France, where he was admitted to the Stationary Hospital in Paris on 2 
December. 

Driver 3042 Christian Freeman Hansen died of his illness on 7 December 1918 and was later 
buried at the City of Paris Cemetery at Pantin, France.
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Name: Hansen, Christian Freeman
Service Number 3042
Date enlisted 12 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 5th Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 24 November 1915

HMAT A40 Ceramic
Previous military service? Citizen Military Forces – two years
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 8 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Carpenter/Boat Builder
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hansen, Mr Andrew Peter, father, 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 ½ lbs, 
chest measurement – 36 ½ inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 5th Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of illness (Influenza)
Date and place wounded 27 July 1916

Contalmaison, France
Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and place died 7 December 1918

Stationary Hospital, 
Paris, France

Cemetery details City of Paris Cemetery, 
Pantin, France. 
Plot 6, Row 19, Grave 15

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Point Lonsdale War Memorial and 

the Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor



14

Clifford John Keath

Private (Pte) 3822 Clifford John Keath enlisted in the 20th Infantry Battalion in the 5th Infantry 
Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Cootamundra on 22 September 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 20 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 26 February, where he was taken 
on strength of the 20th Battalion at Moascar on 15 March. 

Just three days later, on 18 March, the battalion departed Egypt and arrived in Marseilles, 
France on 25 March, where they entrained north to the Hazebrouck region for training. 

The battalion moved into the front line trenches for the first time at Bois Grenier between 14 
– 18 April, which was considered a “quiet” sector at the time. Battalion casualties totalled 
four men killed and one wounded. They repeated front line duty again between 22 – 26 April 
for the loss of another four men wounded. This process continued throughout May and June 
as part of the effort to acclimatise the newly arrived Australians to the Western Front.

In mid-July, the battalion moved south to the Somme region where the British had been 
fighting for several weeks. On 25 July the 2nd Australian Division entered the line at Pozieres 
and attacked the German lines the next day. The attempt failed miserably, for the loss of 
around 3,500 men, including 202 casualties in the 20th Battalion. 

The 2nd Division was given another chance to redress the situation, and they renewed the 
assault on the night of 4 August. This time the attack was successful, and the German lines 
were captured, albeit for the loss of another 3,350 men, in one of the few British successes at 
the time. 
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Name: Keath, Clifford John
Service Number 3822
Date enlisted 22 September 1915
Place enlisted Cootamundra, New South Wales
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 20th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 January 1916

HMAT A54 Runic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 27 years, 9 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single

Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Keath, Mrs Mary, mother, 

Bethune Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Boree Creek, New South Wales
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 20th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 5 August 1916

Pozieres, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian 

National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother: 3566 Neville Dudley Keath, 

58th Bn, KIA 28 April 1918.

The 20th Battalion sustained another 308 casualties, one of whom was Pte Keath, who was 
killed in action during the German counter offensive on 5 August 1916.

Private 3822 Clifford John Keath’s body was never recovered, and he has no known grave. 
He is commemorated on the Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.
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Private (Pte) 3566 Neville Dudley Keath enlisted in the 22nd Battalion at Geelong on 22 July 
1915. He embarked overseas on 5 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt about five weeks 
later, where he was transferred to the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 
5th Australian Division on 15 March 1916.

The 58th Battalion departed Egypt on 17 June and disembarked at Marseilles on 23 June. 
They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July. 
Although in reserve and providing medical stretcher parties initially, the battalion was 
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 247 casualties (80 killed or missing). 

During early 1917, to shorten their line of defence, the Germans withdrew to newly prepared 
positions on the Hindenburg Line and a cautious allied advance followed. During the Second 
Battle of Bullecourt, from 10 – 13 May the 58th Battalion successfully helped to defend the 
earlier gains against German counterattacks, at a cost of 242 more men (60 killed or missing). 

Pte Keath enjoyed leave in England from 5 – 19 August, after which he moved north to the 
Ypres sector in Belgium. On 26 September the 58th Battalion was involved in the Battle of 
Polygon Wood, which was considered a success, albeit cost the battalion another 290 
casualties. 

Pte Keath was detached for duty with the 10th British Corps School from 2 – 20 February 
1918, and then with 15th Brigade Headquarters from 7 April. It was while serving here, just 
after the 15th Brigade’s success at Villers-Bretonneux three days earlier, that Pte Keath was 
killed in action during heavy German artillery fire around dawn on 28 April 1918.

Neville Dudley Keath
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Private 3566 Neville Dudley Keath was buried at Daours Communal Cemetery Extension in 
Daours, France later the same day.

Name: Keath, Neville Dudley
Service Number 3566
Date enlisted 22 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 5 January 1916

HMAT A19 Afric
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

69th Infantry Battalion (Militia)

Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 4 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Grocer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Keath, Mrs Mary, mother, Bethune Street, 

Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Bethune Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height – 5 feet 

7 inches, weight – 9 stone, 8 lbs, chest measurement 
– 35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 28 April 1918

near Aubigny, France.
While detached for duty at 15th Brigade 
Headquarters

Cemetery details Daours Communal Cemetery Extension, 
Daours, France. 
Plot III, Row B, Grave 21

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother: 3822 Pte Clifford John Keath, 20th Bn, KIA 

5 August 1916.
Also listed on Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll.
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Eric Clifford Keddell

Private (Pte) Eric Clifford Keddell enlisted in the Army Medical Corps (Home Service) in 
Melbourne on 31 August 1916, having previously been rejected for active service due to 
deficient eyesight.

He was posted to the Royal Park Camp in Melbourne, where he subsequently contracted 
cerebro-spinal menigitis. 

He was hospitalised at the Alfred Hospital in Melbourne on 18 October, where he later died 
of his illness on 26 October 1916.

Private Eric Clifford Keddell was buried at the Queenscliff Cemetery, Point Lonsdale, on 27 
October 1916.

Eric Clifford Keddell’s grave in Queenscliff Cemetery
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Name: Keddell, Eric Clifford
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 31 August 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit Army Medical Corps (Home Service)
Date and ship embarked for overseas Did not embark overseas
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

3 years senior cadets. Previously rejected due to 
deficient eyesight.

Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years; 11 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single

Occupation Hairdresser
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Keddell, Mr William, father, 

Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Station Street, Werribee, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, chest 
measurement – 32/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit Army Medical Corps (Home Service)
Theatres of war served in n/a
Fate Died of illness (cerebro-spinal meningitis)
Date and place died 26 October 1916

The Alfred Hospital, 
Melbourne, Victoria

Cemetery details Queenscliff Cemetery,
Point Lonsdale, Victoria 
Section 1B, Grave 114

Honours/medals n/a
Notes Also listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor
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Private (Pte) 2676 Lewis Conrad Klug enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th Infantry 
Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Geelong on 21 January 1916. He embarked overseas 
of 14 March and disembarked at Suez, Egypt on 15 April. 

He departed Egypt on 6 June and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 16 June, where he 
joined the 8th (Brigade) Training Battalion at its Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire. He was 
detached for duty at the Tidworth Musketry School from 24 July – 9 August, then returned to 
the training battalion. 

He embarked for France on 21 August, where he was taken on strength of the 29th Battalion, 
in the field at Armentieres, on 16 September. By late November, the battalion was in the line 
near Gueudecourt, where the atrocious condition of the trenches is best exemplified by the 
nature of the casualties sustained during the month: Killed – 16; Wounded – 62: Missing – 1; 
Sick to hospital – 211. In the new year, Pte Klug was sent to the Lewis (Machine) Gun 
School between 4 – 16 January 1917.

On 2 March 1917, a raiding party of 32 men, including Pte Klug, assaulted the German lines 
near Gueudecourt. They captured about 250 yards of enemy trench along with 14 German 
prisoners. During the action, Pte Klug sustained a gunshot wound to his head and was 
evacuated to the 3rd Stationary Hospital at Rouen on 4 March. He rejoined the battalion on 18 
March. 

For his actions on 2 March, Pte Klug was later recommended for the Military Medal, which 
was subsequently awarded on 19 May 1917. 

Lewis Conrad Klug MM
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His citation read:

“During the attack on SUNRAY Trench by 29th Battalion on 2nd March 1917, the Nos. 1 
and 2 of a bombing team became casualties just before the enemy’s block was reached. 
A call was made for a bayonet man and Private KLUG responded. He jumped over the 
block, and, though he at once encountered fierce opposition, bayoneted his first 
opponent and opened rapid fire on the remainder, forcing them to retire. At this point he 
was wounded and put out of action. Private KLUG’s action at this critical moment was 
much commented on by his comrades and enabled the advance to continue.”

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the battalion successfully fought 
off a strong German attack at Beaumetz on 23 March, sustaining 134 casualties (29 killed), 
after which Pte Klug was promoted to Lance Corporal on 30 March. He was further promoted 
to Corporal on 9 April, and again to Sergeant (Sgt) on 9 June 1917. 

On 10 July, Sgt Klug was attached to the Instructional Staff of the 8th (Brigade) Training 
Battalion at Hurdcott. He left France and took up the new role on 14 July, which also 
included a stint at the Bombing (Grenade) School at Lyndhurst in August. His attachment 
came to an end on 1 October, and he returned to France the next day, where he rejoined the 
29th Battalion at Molenaarelsthoek on 10 October 1917. 

On 22 November, Sgt Klug was selected to attend the Officer’s Cadet Training College in 
Cambridge, England, which he joined on 7 December. He subsequently graduated from the 
course as a Second Lieutenant (2nd Lt) on 1 June 1918, then returned to France on 11 June 
and rejoined the 29th Battalion, then in the field near Vaux sur Somme, on 17 June. 

The battalion moved into the front line near Morlancourt on 17 July, and it was here on the 
night of 28 – 29 July that they conducted a raid (at bayonet point) on the German trenches. 
The raid was a success with many of the enemy reported killed and the trench captured, along 
with 23 Germans and six machine guns, for the loss of 100 casualties (14 killed) of their own. 
For his actions during the raid, 2nd Lt Klug was Mentioned in the Australian Corps Orders, 
which read:

“Second Lieutenant Klug is congratulated for his conspicuous courage on the night of 
28 – 29 July 1918 in successfully leading his platoon, and in reaching his final 
objectives where he was of utmost assistance to his company commander in the difficult 
work of re-organisation and consolidation.”

On 8 August 1918, during the second phase of the allied offensive at Amiens, the 5th 
Australian Division, including the 29th Battalion, successfully moved “through” the resting 3rd

Division and advanced the line another 3 km. The attack continued the next day, during 
which the battalion captured the village of Vauvillers for the loss of 95 men, including 17 
killed, one of whom was 2nd Lt Klug. 

Second Lieutenant Lewis Conrad Klug was initially buried at Corbie, then later re-interred at 
Heath Cemetery, Harbonnieres, France.
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Name: Klug, Lewis Conrad
Service Number 2676
Date enlisted 21 January 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 14 March 1916

HMAT A68 Anchises
Previous military service Senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 2 months
Place of birth Charlton, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Station hand
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Klug, Mrs Fanny Elizabeth, mother, 

Ozone Hotel, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Ozone Hotel, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height 

– 5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 13 lbs, chest 
measurement – 37 inches

Final Rank Second Lieutenant
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place wounded 2 March 1917

Gueudecourt, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to head
Date and place died 9 August 1918

Vauvillers, France
Cemetery details Heath Cemetery, 

Harbonnieres, France.
Plot I, Row B, Grave 18

Honours/medals Military Medal, Mention in Corps Orders, 
British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes
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Private (Pte) 2709 John Cranston Lawrence enlisted in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Queenscliff on 10 July 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 27 October and disembarked in Egypt in late November, where he spent five 
weeks at the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital in Cairo with a poisoned hand from 26 January – 6 March 
1916. He then spent a week at the No. 1 Australian Stationary Hospital at Moascar between 
21 – 28 April, after contracting dysentery. 

While his service record is not entirely clear, at some point after that, Pte Lawrence left Egypt 
and joined the 6th (Brigade) Training Battalion at its Rollestone Camp in England. He 
departed for France on 25 July and was taken on strength of the 22nd Battalion, in the field at 
Warloy, on 10 August 1916. 

On 22 August, the 2nd Australian Division, including the 22nd Battalion, entered the line in 
front of Mouquet Farm, a heavily fortified enemy structure that had already held up the 
advance in front of Pozieres for several weeks. The 2nd Division attacked on 26 August and 
was repulsed with the loss of over 1,200 casualties. Although held in reserve, 22nd Battalion 
casualties totalled 44, one of whom was Pte Lawrence, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his 
leg and back. 

He was evacuated to the 24th General Hospital at Etaples on 30 August, then to the 6th

Convalescent Depot, also at Etaples on 29 September. He eventually rejoined the 22nd

Battalion, in the field at Buire, on 31 October. Not long after, on 15 November, Pte Lawrence 
was diagnosed with trench feet, a painful condition that was a direct result of the atrocious 
conditions in the trenches at the time. 

John Cranston Lawrence
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He was initially evacuated to hospital in Rouen, and then transferred via hospital ship to the 
1st Southern General Hospital in Birmingham, where he remained from 21 November 1916 – 
14 March 1917. After a further seven weeks convalescence at various camps, Pte Lawrence 
was transferred to the newly formed 67th Battalion on 4 May 1917. He trained with this 
battalion in England for the next four months, before it was disbanded to provide general 
reinforcements. He returned to France on 10 October and rejoined the 22nd Battalion, then in 
the field near Steenvoorde, on 14 October 1917.

Following news of the German Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22nd Battalion 
moved south and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, although the main offensive had petered 
out by that stage.

On the night of 19 May 1918, the 6th Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to 
straighten out the front line around Morlancourt. The 22nd Battalion was heavily involved in 
the assault which was considered a complete success, with 330 Germans and 45 machine 
guns captured. Overall 22nd Battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed). 

One of those wounded was Pte Lawrence, who sustained a gunshot wound to his abdomen on 
20 May. He was evacuated to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station at Vignacourt but eventually 
succumbed to his wounds on 21 May 1918.

Private 2709 John Cranston Lawrence was later buried at the Vignacourt British Cemetery in 
France.

Pte John Cranston Lawrence’s grave at Vignacourt British Cemetery,
Vignacourt, France
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Name: Lawrence, John Cranston
Service Number 2709
Date enlisted 10 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 October 1915

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years, 11 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single

Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Lawrence, Mr Samuel, father, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 9 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 26 August 1916

Mouquet Farm, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to right leg & back
Date and place wounded (2) 20 May 1918

Ville sur Ancre, France
Nature of wounds (2) Gunshot wound to abdomen
Date and place died 21 May 1918

61st Casualty Clearing Station,
Vignacourt, France

Cemetery details Vignacourt British Cemetery, 
Vignacourt, France. 
Plot II, Row B, Grave 8

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor
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George St John Fancourt McDonald was commissioned as a Captain (Capt) in the Siege 
Artillery Brigade (SAB) in Sydney on 21 May 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and 
disembarked in Egypt on 11 August 1915. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). Large and immobile, the guns could not easily be 
redeployed without lifting equipment and were the largest used by the Australians during 
WW1. They were designed to pulverise enemy defensive positions, which often comprised 
concrete blockhouses and deep underground dugouts impervious to Field Artillery. 

Capt McDonald was assigned to the position of Brigade Adjutant, an administrative role that 
oversaw all critical functions within the Brigade. His service record is unclear as to exact 
dates, but he was in England and training in Taunton, Somerset, by 20 December 1915. 

The brigade left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the 
same day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the 
first time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. 

Capt McDonald was attached to 17th Corps Headquarters between 4 – 30 May, after which he 
was granted a short leave to England. He was promoted to Major on 29 June and, not long 
after that, the brigade designation was also changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG). 

George St John Fancourt McDonald DSO MiD

Siege Artillery Brigade officers. Capt. George St John Fancourt McDonald is second from the right, front row.
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In early July, the 36th HAG moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval. Major McDonald was transferred to the 54th

Battery on 16 July and, on 23 July, they fired in support of Australian infantry for the first 
time in the war when the 1st Division attacked and captured Pozieres. They remained in this 
area, supporting Australian, British and Canadian infantry, for the next eight months. 

Major McDonald was awarded the Distinguished Service Order and Mentioned in General 
Haig’s Despatches on 29 December. Between 8 January – 26 February 1917, he was in 
temporary command of the 36th HAG, after which he took leave to Paris from 8 – 16 March. 

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 36th HAG moved to 
Sapignies, north of Bapaume, in mid-March 1917, where they fired on Bullecourt. Shortly 
after, they received orders to proceed north to Flanders. The complicated move commenced 
on 30 March and was not completed until 15 April, with the batteries in the line behind 
Ploegsteert Wood, south of Messines, where they remained for the next two months, 
bombarding the German strongholds of Messines and Warneton. 

At 3.10 am on 7 June 1917, the 36th HAG diary recorded there was a “tremendous shaking of 
the ground” as the British detonated 19 mines under the German lines on Messines Ridge, as 
the prelude to a successful attack by British, Australian and New Zealand troops. 

The batteries were finally pulled out for a rest on 25 June and Major McDonald was granted 
leave to England from 27 June – 12 July. During his absence, the 36th HAG moved north to 
the Belgian coastal town of Nieupoort, south-west of Bruges, under the command of British 
15th Corps, where they remained until 7 October 1917, for the loss of 64 men wounded.

9.2 inch Howitzers of the 55th Battery, 36th Heavy Artillery Group, in action near Pozieres, July – August 1916
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During this period, Major McDonald returned to England on 28 September and attended a 
Senior Officer’s Course at the Staff College in Cambridge between 1 October – 10 December 
1917. He returned to France and rejoined the 54th Battery, then at rest near Wormhoudt, south 
of Dunkerque, on 20 December. 

The 36th HAG moved back into the line south of Messines in early January 1918, and Major 
McDonald again resumed temporary command of the group between 11 – 17 January. 

German artillery bombardment of the Australian batteries ramped up in mid-March 1918, 
during the lead up to what would become their Spring Offensive, and it was during one of 
these that Major McDonald sustained shrapnel wounds to his left leg. He was evacuated to 
the 11th Casualty Clearing Station at Godewaersvelde, however died of his wounds later the 
same day.

Major George St John Fancourt McDonald DSO MiD was buried at the Godewaersvelde 
British Cemetery, France on 24 March 1918.

Major McDonald’s grave at Godewaersvelde British Cemetery, France
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Name: McDonald, George St John Fancourt
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 21 May 1915
Place enlisted Sydney, New South Wales
Rank on enlistment Captain
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service Royal Australian Garrison Artillery 

since 1 April 1904
Stated age/DOB (if known) 32 years, 9 months (23/9/1882)
Place of birth Rocklea, Queensland
Marital status Married
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address McDonald, Mrs EG, wife, 

Soudan Street, Malvern, Victoria
Permanent address Domain Camp, Melbourne, Victoria
Final Rank Major
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 22 March 1918

near Messines, Belgium
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to left leg
Date and place died 22 March 1918

11th Casualty Clearing Station, 
Godewaersvelde, France

Cemetery details Godewaersvelde British Cemetery, 
Godewaersvelde, France. 
Plot I, Row M, Grave 15

Honours/medals Distinguished Service Order, Mention in 
Despatches, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, 
Victory Medal

Notes Also listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor
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Private (Pte) 2696 Albert Whonam Pigdon enlisted in the 2nd Pioneer Battalion in the 2nd

Australian Division at Geelong on 25 April 1916. He embarked overseas on 18 September 
and disembarked at Plymouth, England on 15 November 1916 where he joined the Pioneer 
Training Battalion at camp in Wiltshire. 

Pioneer Battalions were infantry with light military combat engineer skills. Among other 
tasks, they constructed defensive positions, command posts and dugouts, prepared barbed 
wire defences and, where necessary, fought alongside the infantry.

He sailed for France on 31 December where, after a period in the isolation camp, he joined 
the battalion in the field at Warlencourt, on 1 March 1917. 

The 2nd Pioneers were involved in support of the 2nd Division’s attack on Bullecourt and 
Reincourt on 3 May, tasked with the construction of trench blocks on the 6th Brigade’s right 
flank. 

The battalion moved north to the Ypres area in early September 1917 where, in the lead up to 
the Battle of Menin Road on 20 September, the battalion constructed new roads and shelters 
large enough to house over a thousand men each. Their two weeks in the line cost them 79 
casualties (14 killed). 

One of those wounded was Pte Pigdon, who was gassed on 12 September. He was treated at 
the 56th General Hospital at Etaples from 14 September – 3 October, then spent several more 
weeks at various convalescent depots until 9 November. 

He rejoined the 2nd Pioneer Battalion on 19 November and was granted leave in England from 
17 February 1918. While on leave, he contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the 
1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford from 4 March – 11 April 1918. 

Albert (Bert) Whonam Pigdon
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He returned to France on 15 May and rejoined the battalion in the field near Ville sur Ancre, 
on 24 May. 

The 2nd Pioneers were working at a sawmill in the Somme region on 5 July 1918, when 
German artillery shelled the camp. Two men were killed outright, and Pte Pigdon was 
seriously wounded when shrapnel penetrated his chest. He was evacuated to the 13th 
Australian Field Ambulance, situated near Daours, however died of his wounds later the same 
day.

Private 2696 Albert Whonam Pigdon was buried at the Daours Communal Cemetery 
Extension at Daours, France.

2nd Pioneer Battalion constructing a new “corduroy” road near Ypres, 1917
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Name: Pigdon, Albert (Bert) Whonam
Service Number 2696
Date enlisted 25 April 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 2nd Pioneer Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 September 1916

HMAT A10 Karroo
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 1 month
Place of birth Drysdale, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Pigdon, Mrs Ellen, mother, Learmonth Street, 

Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, blue eyes, height – 5 

feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 9 lbs, chest 
measurement – 38 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 2nd Pioneer Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 12 September 1917

near Ypres, Belgium
Nature of wounds Gassed (mustard gas)
Date and place wounded (2) 5 July 1918

Somme area, France
Nature of wounds (2) Shrapnel wound to chest (penetrating)
Date and place died 5 July 1918

13th Australian Field Ambulance, 
near Daours, France

Cemetery details Daours Communal Cemetery Extension, 
Daours, France
Plot III, Row D, Grave 26

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on: Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll, 

Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor & 
Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor.
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Private (Pte) 2748 Claude Callaway Priddle enlisted in the 24th Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Geelong on 19 July 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 27 October and would have arrived in Egypt about four weeks later. 

Unfortunately, full details of Pte Priddle’s whereabouts post embarkation are missing from 
his service record, which commences with him on duty with the 6th (Brigade) Training 
Battalion at Rollestone Camp, England on 1 August 1916. This suggests that he may have 
been sick or wounded at some earlier point, and therefore missed travelling directly to France 
when his battalion left Egypt.

Pte Priddle departed England and arrived in France on 5 September, where he was taken on 
strength of the 24th Battalion, in the field at Longueval, on 7 November 1916. Not long after, 
on 1 December, he was diagnosed with trench feet, a painful swelling of the feet which 
reflected the atrocious conditions in the trenches at that time. He was initially evacuated to 
the 2nd General Hospital at le Havre on 6 December, and then to the 2nd Australian Division 
Base Depot at Etaples on 17 December. He rejoined the battalion at on 2 January 1917.

At 3.45 am on 3 May 1917, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, an 
attack on Bullecourt was undertaken by the 5th and 6th Brigades, which included the 24th

Battalion. They assaulted the entrenched machine guns and captured a significant section of 
the German trenches and 50 prisoners. They subsequently endured fierce hand-to-hand 
fighting during the many German counter attacks but held the captured ground until relieved 
at 3.00 am on 4 May. Overall 24th Battalion casualties amounted to 385, including 155 killed 
or missing, one of whom was Pte Priddle.

Private 2709 Claude Callaway Priddle’s body was never found, and he has no known grave. 
He is remembered on the Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Claude Callaway Priddle

Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France
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Name: Priddle, Claude Callaway
Service Number 2748
Date enlisted 19 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 October 1915

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

2 years Senior Cadets
1 year Citizen Military Forces

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 9 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Cab driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Priddle, Mrs Nellie, mother, 

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 5 inches, weight – 9 stone, 12 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 3 May 1917

Bullecourt, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian 

National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
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Corporal (Cpl) 1029 Edward Henry Richardson enlisted in the 30th Infantry Battalion in the 
8th Infantry Brigade in Melbourne on 1 July 1915. Although this was notionally a New South 
Wales battalion, one company was made up of ex-Royal Australian Navy men, which 
included Cpl Richardson. He embarked overseas on 9 November and disembarked at Suez, 
Egypt on 11 December.

He was promoted to Sergeant on 24 February 1916 and spent two weeks at the School of 
Instruction at Zeitoun between 1 – 13 April, during which time the 8th Brigade became part of 
the 5th Australian Division. The battalion left Egypt on 16 June and disembarked at 
Marseilles, France on 23 June 1916, where they travelled north by train. 

The battalion's first major action came at Fromelles on 19 July 1916. Although initially in a 
support role carrying ammunition to the assault troops, they were later fully committed to the 
battle as the situation deteriorated, for the loss of 350 men (including 122 killed or missing). 

Sgt Richardson was promoted to Company Sergeant Major on 8 September and then to 
Second Lieutenant on 29 January 1917. 

On 10 April, he was seconded for duty with the 8th (Brigade) Training Battalion in England, 
where he was further promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 2 May 1917. He also spent three weeks 
at the School of Musketry at Tidworth between 1 – 24 May 1917, where it was stated that he 
graduated with a “fair working knowledge of the Lewis (machine) Gun”. 

His secondment concluded on 5 October, and he arrived back in France two days later, where 
he rejoined the 30th Battalion, in the field at Poperinghe, Belgium on 16 October 1917.
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He proceeded on leave in England from 9 March 1918 but became ill and was hospitalised, 
suffering from tinnitus and insomnia, at the 3rd London General Hospital on 26 March. 

Discharged to No. 1 Command Depot on 6 May, he subsequently contracted influenza and 
was hospitalised at the Sutton Veny Military Hospital between 18 – 23 May. 

Lt Richardson eventually returned to France on 16 June, where he rejoined the 30th Battalion 
in the line near Morlancourt, on 21 June. The battalion was at that time actively patrolling 
No-Man’s Land and/or raiding the German trenches most nights, and it was either during 
such a raid, or in the preparations for same, that Lt Richardson was killed in action on 22 
June 1918.

Lieutenant Edward Henry Richardson was subsequently buried in the Mericourt l’Abbe 
Communal Cemetery Extension, France.

Memorial plaque in St George the Martyr Anglican Church, Queenscliff
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Name: Richardson, Edward Henry
Service Number 1029
Date enlisted 1 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Corporal
Initial Unit 30th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 9 November 1915

HMAT A72 Beltana
Previous military service Royal Australian Navy 3 years
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years (16/6/1893)
Place of birth East Melbourne, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation School teacher
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Richardson, Mr Frederick George, father, 

155 Clark Street, Northcote, Victoria
Permanent address 155 Clark Street, Northcote, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height – 5 feet 

5 ¾ inches, weight – 10 stone, chest measurement – 
33/35 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant
Final Unit 30th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 22 June 1918

Morlancourt, France
Cemetery details Mericourt l’Abbe Communal Cemetery Extension, 

France. 
Plot III, Row D, Grave 2

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Surrey Hills War Memorial, 

Northcote Honor Roll and the Borough of 
Queenscliffe Roll of Honor
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Henry Ward
Driver (Dvr) 172 Henry Ward enlisted in the 1st Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) of the 1st 
Australian Division in Melbourne on 18 August 1914. Being a Driver meant he would have 
led a team of horses, as all field artillery and associated supply wagons were horse drawn. He 
embarked overseas on 18 October and disembarked at Alexandria on 5 December.

After the Australians landed at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915, the 1st FAB continued south and 
disembarked at Cape Helles on 6 May, where they supported joint British, French, Australian 
and New Zealand operations there until 30 September. In early October, the field guns and 
their crews embarked for Anzac Cove, while the horses, wagons and their teams, including 
Dvr Ward, embarked for Alexandria. When the Anzacs evacuated Gallipoli in late December, 
the field guns had to be destroyed as they could not be embarked in secrecy.

After a period of reorganisation and training, the 1st FAB departed Egypt on 21 March 1916 
and disembarked at Marseilles on 27 March, where they moved north to le Havre to collect 
their new field guns, horses and other equipment. Dvr Ward was hospitalised for just over a 
week with tonsilitis from 10 – 19 April and rejoined the brigade on 15 June 1916.

The 1st FAB provided fire support for the Australian infantry operations around Pozieres and 
Mouquet Farm during late July to mid-September 1916. Dvr Ward was hospitalised in Rouen 
with trench feet on 17 November, then evacuated to the Reading War Hospital in England on 
9 December. Post discharge, he was granted leave in England from 2 – 17 February 1917. He 
then spent the next seven months in various camps, training and regaining his fitness.

He embarked for France on 25 September and eventually rejoined the 1st Field Artillery 
Brigade, in the field east of Ypres, Belgium on 1 October. The very next day, Dvr Ward 
sustained shrapnel wounds to his back and hip during a German artillery barrage as the 1st 
FAB was moving forward to support the forthcoming operation at Broodseinde Ridge. 

He was evacuated to the 2nd Stationary Hospital at Abbeville on 4 October, and then to the 
Graylingwell War Hospital in England on 17 October, where he remained for a month. He 
spent another four months in various convalescent and training camps, before again 
embarking for France on 30 April 1918, where he rejoined his unit, in the field near Strazeele, 
on 15 May.

Complications from the original wound to his hip caused Dvr Ward to be re-admitted to 
hospital on 20 May, and he rejoined the brigade on 16 June. The 1st FAB moved south to the 
Somme in early August and provided fire support for the allied offensive from Amiens that 
commenced on 8 August. Shortly afterward, Dvr Ward contracted venereal disease and was 
initially admitted to the 1st Stationary Hospital at Rouen on 1 September, and then the 39th 
General Hospital at le Havre on 4 October. On 10 October, he was diagnosed with broncho 
pneumonia and transferred to the 2nd General Hospital, also at le Havre, where he 
subsequently died of his illness on 13 October 1918.

Driver 172 Henry Ward was buried at the Saint-Marie Cemetery, le Havre, the next day.
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Name: Ward, Henry
Service Number 172
Date enlisted 18 August 1914
Place enlisted Maribyrnong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Driver
Initial Unit 1st Field Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 October 1914

HMAT A8 Argyllshire
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

18 months Royal Australian Field Artillery, 
Melbourne

Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years 
Place of birth Melbourne, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Ward, Mr WJ, father, 

Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Maribyrnong Barracks, Melbourne
Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 4 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/36 inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 1st Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Died of illness (broncho pneumonia)
Date and place wounded 2 October 1917

Ypres, Belgium
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to back & hip
Date and place died 13 October 1918

2nd General Hospital, 
le Havre, France

Cemetery details Sainte-Marie Cemetery, 
le Havre, France. 
Plot V, Row J, Grave 4

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor 

Roll and Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor
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Oliver James Woolford

Sapper (Spr) 10383 Oliver James Woolford enlisted in the 10th Field Company Engineers 
(FCE), in the 10th Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Melbourne on 6 May 
1916. 

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

Spr Woolford embarked overseas on 20 June and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 10 
August. He then proceeded to France on 23 November and travelled north to Armentieres and 
Houplines, where the company operated for several weeks. 

He was promoted to Lance Corporal on 10 May, and then again to Second Corporal (2nd Cpl) 
on 17 May 1917.

The 10th FCE moved to Ploegsteert on 5 June 1917 in support of the pending allied assault on 
Messines Ridge. At 3.10 am on 7 June, the ground shook following 19 massive mine 
detonations on the ridge, which obliterated the German lines. After the battle, the engineers 
went to work reconstructing dugouts and other infrastructure in the forward areas and were 
also used as carrying parties for ammunition and supplies.
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It was while undertaking such a task that 2nd Corporal Oliver James Woolford was killed in 
action near Messines on 8 June 1917, and later buried at the Bethlehem Farm West Cemetery, 
also at Messines, Belgium.

Name: Woolford, Oliver James
Service Number 10383
Date enlisted 6 May 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 10th Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 June 1916

HMAT A54 Runic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 27 years, 11 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Bricklayer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Woolford, Mrs Florence Gertrude, wife, 

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, black/grey hair, grey eyes, height 

– 5 feet 5 ¼ inches, weight – 8 stone, 10 lbs, chest 
measurement – 32/35 inches

Final Rank 2nd Corporal
Final Unit 10th Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 8 June 1917

Messines, Belgium
Cemetery details Bethlehem Farm West Cemetery Messines, Belgium 

Row A, Grave 18 
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also noted on Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll 

& Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor
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Reuben Zula

Private (Pte) 735 Reuben Zula enlisted in the 24th Infantry Battalion of the 6th Infantry 
Brigade in the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 16 March 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 10 May and arrived in Egypt about five weeks later. 

The 24th Battalion embarked for Gallipoli on 30 August and disembarked on 5 September, 
where they assumed defensive positions at Courtney’s, Quinn’s and Steele’s Posts. A week 
later they began a 14 week period of rotations (together with the 23rd Battalion) in and out of 
the trenches at Lone Pine. Pte Zula remained at Gallipoli until the final evacuation and 
arrived back in Egypt on 27 December 1915.

Pte Zula later contracted gastritis and was hospitalised for two weeks at Abbassia from 16 – 
31 March 1916. His service record is silent as to when he departed Egypt (the battalion left 
on 21 March while he was still in hospital) but we do know that he was hospitalised in 
England, initially at Parkhouse and then at Bulford, with venereal disease between 21 
October 1916 – 14 April 1917. 

He embarked for France on 8 August and rejoined the 24th Battalion, in the field at 
Wardrecques, on 31 August 1917, where preparations were already underway for the next 
major battle. After a period of rest, on 12 September, Pte Zula and the 24th Battalion moved 
north to Belgium to take part in the 1st and 2nd Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, 
east of Ypres. 

The pre-dawn attack on 20 September 1917 was successful, and the Australians advanced 
1,500 metres and captured all their objectives. The 24th Battalion, used mainly for carrying 
supplies and cable laying, nevertheless sustained 90 casualties during the day, including 14 
killed. 
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One of those killed was Pte Zula, who was laying communications cable when he was hit by 
German artillery fire near Bellewaerde Ridge. He was buried where he fell, however, the 
original grave was lost after the battle. After the war, his remains and dog tags were 
subsequently re-discovered in mid-1920.

Private 735 Reuben Zula was re-interred at the Hooge Crater Cemetery in Zillebeke, Belgium 
in June or July 1920.

Name: Zula, Reuben
Service Number 735
Date enlisted 16 March 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 May 1915

HMAT A14 Euripides
Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 8 months (19/6/1890)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Zula, Mr George, father, 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, height 

– 5 feet 4 inches, weight – 9 stone, 4 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 20 September 1917

Bellewaerde Ridge, 
near Ypres, Belgium

Cemetery details Hooge Crater Cemetery
Zillebeke, Belgium 
Plot IV, Row B, Grave 6

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll
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GlossarGlossary

GInfantry Battalion:              Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Billets: Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and 
stables

Infantry Brigade:  Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus 
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men 
at full strength)

Casualties:  Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are 
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military 
action

Corps:  Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Infantry Division:  Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters 
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical 
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff 
(~18,000 men at full strength)

Enfilade:  The position of trenches or troops making them subject to 
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Field Artillery Brigade:  Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to 
six) 18-pounder field guns

Flank: The left or right side of a body of troops

Light Horse Brigade:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus 
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and 
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Light Horse Regiment:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus 
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Trench Foot/Feet: Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet 
and cold conditions

Salient:  An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or 
line of defence

Shrapnel: Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Squadron (AFC):  Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18 
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full 
strength)

Squadron (LH):  Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130 
men (at full strength)

Taken on Strength: The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and 
accommodating him from that date



45

Published in Australia in 2024 by Rob Wight 
© Rob Wight, September 2024. 
Permission is granted to copy individual soldier bios without reproducing the work as your own.  

Rob Wight 
robwight@southernphone.com.au 

Front Cover Image: St George the Martyr Anglican Church Roll of Honour 

Books
Aus�n, Ron, Black and Gold: The History of the 
29th Ba�alion, 1915-18, Slouch Hat 
Publica�ons, 2008

Coombes, David, The Ba�les of Bullecourt, 
1917, Big Sky Publishing Pty Ltd, 2017

Corfield, Robin S, Give me back my dear old 
cobbers: The Story of the 58th and 59th

Australian Infantry Ba�alions 1913-1942, 
Corfield and Co, 2008

Coulthard-Clark, Christopher, The 
Encyclopaedia of Australia’s Ba�les, Allen & 
Unwin, 2001

Deayton, Craig, The Ba�le of Messines, Big Sky 
Publishing, 2017

Gorman MC, Captain E, With the Twenty-
Second: A History of the 22nd Ba�alion, AIF, The 
Naval & Military Press Ltd, UK & IWM, 2009

Harvey MM, Sgt WJ, The Red and White 
Diamond: The Official History of the 24th

Ba�alion, AIF, The Naval & Military Press Ltd, 
UK, 2010

Pederson, Peter, The ANZACS: Gallipoli to the 
Western Front, Penguin Group, 2007

Polanski, Ian, We Were the 46th: The History of 
the 46th Ba�alion in the Great War of 1914-18, 
Pu�ees & Puggarees, 1999

Travers, Richard, Diggers in France: Australian 
Soldiers on the Western Front, ABC Books, 2008

Websites
aif.adfa.edu.au

awm.gov.au

en.wikipedia.org

findagrave.com

naa.gov.au

navyhistory.au

seapower.navy.gov.au

vwma.org.au

Bibliography



46

St George the Martyr Anglican Church, Queenscliff

Memorial plaque in St George the Martyr Anglican Church, Queenscliff


	Charles Percival Yule Caithness
	Lawrence Robson Coltish MM
	William John Farrell
	David Alexander Gaff
	Christian Freeman Hansen
	Clifford John Keath
	Neville Dudley Keath
	Eric Clifford Keddell
	Lewis Conrad Klug MM
	John Cranston Lawrence
	George St John Fancourt McDonald DSO MiD
	Albert (Bert) Whonam Pigdon
	Claude Callaway Priddle
	Edward Henry Richardson
	Henry Ward
	Oliver James Woolford
	Reuben Zula
	Bibliography

