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QUEENSCLIFF FIRE
BRICADE'S HONOR BOARD.

The CQueenscliff Fire Brigade's
Honor Board which Fireman James
Tyack has been making is now al-
most completed. The brigade
should be proud at having a mem.
ber who would spare the tlime in
producing such a hne piece of work
When fiinished and the names of
members who have gooe to the
Front are written on the face ths
whole will! be wvery artistic. The
brigade intend asking the Borough
Council for permisaion to hang the
hoard in the Town Hall until the
brigade get a station of their own.

Queenscliff Sentinel, Drysdale Portarlington Sorrento Advertiser, 31 August 1918

Outside original fire station known as the “Old Tin Shed”, c.1914, corner Hobson and Learmonth Streets.

L-R: Mark Holden, Dick Thompson
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Charles Herbert Chaffey

ALETREALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ) FExE44

Members of the 10th Field Company Engineers waiting to board HMAT Runic, 20 June 1916

Lance Corporal (L Cpl) 10198 Charles Herbert Chaffey enlisted in the 10th Field Company
Engineers (FCE), in the 10th Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Melbourne on
24 January 1916.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

L Cpl Chaffey embarked overseas on 20 June, disembarked in Plymouth, England on 10
August and then proceeded to France on 23 November 1916. On arrival, the company
travelled north to Armentieres and Houplines, where they operated for several weeks.

The 10th FCE moved to Ploegsteert on 5 June 1917 in support of the pending allied assault
on Messines Ridge. At 3.10 am on 7 June, the ground shook following 19 massive mine
detonations on the ridge, which obliterated the German lines. After the battle, the engineers
went to work reconstructing dugouts and other infrastructure in the forward areas and were
also used as carrying parties for ammunition and supplies.
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The 10th FCE moved to Ypres in early October 1917 and engaged in clearing out captured
German dugouts and laying out “jumping oft” tapes in the lead up to the Battle of
Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, at the cost of 16 engineer casualties (two killed).

In the ensuing weeks, the engineers also constructed concrete dugouts to house the 10th
Brigade’s aid post and signal station in readiness for the disastrous First Battle of
Passchendaele on 12 October, which was hampered by incessant rain and thick mud, after
which they worked on road repairs in the region.

At the conclusion of the Third Battle of Ypres, things quietened down, and L Cpl Chaffey was
granted leave to England from 27 January — 13 February 1918. In late March, the 10th FCE
moved south to the Somme in the wake of the German Spring Offensive. On 28 March 1918,
they assisted the infantry to lay demolition charges and then guard the bridges at Heilly and
Ribemont, after which they remained in the area for several months.

In the aftermath of the great allied offensive from Amiens from 8 August 1918, one of the
main tasks for the engineers became road and bridge repairs and rehabilitation of shelled
areas to enable the movement of artillery and supplies to the evolving front line. These
activities continued for many weeks as the allies advanced further east.

L Cpl Chaffey was hospitalised with bronchitis at the 5th General Hospital at Rouen, France
from 27 September — 10 October, and then with influenza at the Northampton War Hospital at
Duston, England from 14 October — 19 November 1918.

L Cpl Chaffey never returned to France and was attached to the Australian Army Ordnance
Corps at Millwall following his discharge from hospital.

On 30 April 1919, L Cpl Chaffey married Elizabeth Stephenson at St Stephen’s Episcopal
Church in Glasgow, Scotland and, on 15 November, he and his new wife commenced their
journey to Australia.

They disembarked in Melbourne on 26 December, where Lance Corporal 10198 Charles
Herbert Chaffey was formally discharged from the AIF on 18 February 1920.



Name: Chaffey, Charles Herbert

Service Number

10198

Date enlisted

24 January 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Lance Corporal

Initial Unit

10" Field Company Engineers

Date and ship embarked for overseas

20 June 1916
HMAT A54 Runic

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

3 years 7" Field Engineers (Militia)

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Joiner
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Chaftfey, Mr Herbert, father, Hesse Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, height —
5 feet 7 Y4 inches, weight — 7 stone, 8 lbs, chest
measurement — 31/34 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 10" Field Company Engineers

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |15 November 1919
HT Ormonde

Date discharged

18 February 1920

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Returned with wife (m. Elizabeth Stephenson in
Glasgow, Scotland on 30 April 1919)




Wilbert Percy Dusting

Private (Pte) 7227 Wilbert Percy Dusting enlisted in the 8th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd
Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Melbourne on 2 November 1916. He
embarked overseas on 19 February 1917.

Enroute to England, the HMAT Ballarat was torpedoed by the German U-Boat U-32 in the
English Channel on 25 April 1917. All 1,752 people on board were taken off the ship within
an hour and no lives were lost. Initial efforts to tow the ship to shallow water failed, and she
sank off The Lizard the next morning.

ALESTRALAN WAR MEMORIAL

Troops evacuating HMAT A70 Ballarat after it was torpedoed in the English Channel

He then joined the 2™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Durrington, where he remained for
several months. While there, he came down with tonsilitis and was hospitalised at the Fargo
Military Hospital in Wiltshire from 11 — 27 July 1917. He later contracted pleurisy and was
again hospitalised at Fargo between 17 August — 18 October 1917.

He proceeded overseas to France on 20 November, where he was taken on strength of the 8"
Battalion, resting in the field near Desvres, on 27 November 1917. He was treated for
gastroenteritis from 26 January — 6 February 1918, then relapsed on 20 February.

He was initially treated at the 32" Stationary Hospital at Wimereux, then transferred to the 1%
Scottish General Hospital in Aberdeen from 24 May — 5 July 1918. He never really regained
full health though, and by 22 October he was again being treated for tonsilitis, and then
bronchial pneumonia.



Pte Dusting commenced his return journey to Australia on 11 December 1918.

Private 7227 Wilbert Percy disembarked in Melbourne on 30 January 1919, where he was
later discharged from the AIF as medially unfit on 1 March 1919.

Name: Dusting, Wilbert Percy

Service Number

7227

Date enlisted

2 November 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 8™t Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |19 February 1917
HMAT A70 Ballarat

Stated age/DOB (if known)

30 years, 5 months

Place of birth

Portland, Victoria

Marital status

Widower

Occupation

Seaman (Harbor Trust)

Religion

Methodist

Next of kin and address

Dusting, Mrs Fanny, mother, Westminster Street,
Oakleigh, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Westminster Street, Oakleigh, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, blue eyes, height — 5
feet 7 2 inches, weight — 8 stone, 10 Ibs, chest
measurement — 35/39 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 8™t Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

11 December 1918
HT Saxon

Date discharged

1 March 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (illness)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Listed as P. Dusting on Honor Roll.

Also listed on the Melbourne Harbor Trust
Commissioners Roll of Honour &
Oakleigh Roll of Honor.




William John Farrell

Private (Pte) 2639 William John Farrell enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th
Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Geelong on 1 February 1916. He embarked
overseas on 14 March and disembarked in Egypt on 15 April.

He departed Egypt on 21 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June, where he travelled
north and was taken on strength of the 29th Battalion near Sailly sur la Lys on 8 August 1916.

The 29th Battalion moved through Trones Wood and into the front line near Gueudecourt on
23 November 1916 where, according to the battalion history, “During this move, the enemy
artillery caught B Company out in the open in an area known as Millers’ Son, killing Sergeant
Albert Vick and wounding a number of other soldiers.” It took almost six hours to find and
bring in all the wounded, one of whom was Pte Farrell, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his
head and leg.

Pte Farrell was evacuated to the 38th Casualty Clearing Station the next day, and from there
via ambulance train to Rouen, where he was admitted to the 6th General Hospital on 26
November.

Private 2639 William John Farrell subsequently died of his wounds on 16 December 1916
and was buried at St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen later the same day.



Name: Farrell, William John

Service Number

2639

Date enlisted

1 February 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |14 March 1916
HMAT A68 Anchises

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

4 years senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Farrell, Mr William, father, Bridge Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, grey eyes, height — 5
feet 6 !4 inches, weight — 9 stone, 1 1b, chest
measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

23 November 1916

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to head and leg

Date and place died 16 December 1916
6™ General Hospital,
Rouen, France
Cemetery details St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France.
Block O, Plot III, Row 1, Grave 4
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of

Honor & St George’s Anglican Church Roll of
Honor




Alexander Galbraith
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Members of the 2nd Pioneer Battalion near Bapaume, March 1917

Private (Pte) 2628 Alexander Galbraith enlisted in the 2nd Pioneer Battalion in the 2nd
Australian Division at Geelong on 25 April 1916. He embarked overseas on 18 September
and disembarked at Plymouth, England on 15 November 1916 where he joined the Pioneer
Training Battalion at camp in Wiltshire.

Pioneer Battalions were infantry with light military combat engineer skills. Among other
tasks, they constructed defensive positions, command posts and dugouts, prepared barbed
wire defences and, where necessary, fought alongside the infantry.

He sailed for France on 31 December where, after a period in the isolation camp, he joined
the battalion in the field at Warlencourt, on 1 March 1917. The 2nd Pioneers were involved in
support of the 2nd Division’s attack on Bullecourt and Reincourt on 3 May, tasked with the
construction of trench blocks on the 6th Brigade’s right flank.

The battalion moved north to the Ypres area in early September 1917 where, in the lead up to
the Battle of Menin Road on 20 September, the battalion constructed new roads and shelters
large enough to house over a thousand men each. Their two weeks in the line cost them 79
casualties (14 killed).

In early October, the unit repaired damaged roads and dugouts near Zonnebeke before and
during the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, for the loss of another 41 men (12
killed).



At the conclusion of Third Ypres, Pte Galbraith was granted leave in England from 17
February — 8 March 1918. He was hospitalised with a fever at the 16th US General Hospital
at le Treport from 9 June, then evacuated to England and admitted to the Birmingham South
General Hospital from 19 June 1918. He was discharged to duty on 30 November, after the

signing of the armistice.

Private 2628 Alexander Galbraith sailed for Australia on 25 January 1919 and disembarked in
Melbourne on 23 March, where he was discharged from the AIF as medically unfit (due to

illness) on 1 August 1919.

Name: Galbraith, Alexander

Service Number

2628

Date enlisted

25 April 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

2 Pioneer Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 September 1916
HMAT A10 Karroo

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

Serving — 69" Battalion (Militia)

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 10 months

Place of birth

Williamstown, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Painter

Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address Galbraith, Mrs Isabella, mother, Hobson Street,

Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, red hair, blue eyes, height — 5 feet
7 inches, weight — 10 stone, 6 1bs, chest
measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 2" Pioneer Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |25 January 1919
HT Ceramic

Date discharged

1 August 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (illness)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes
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Frederick Oscar Holden

Men & motor lorry of the 4" Australian Mechanical Transport Company in France c.1918

Private (Pte) 554 Frederick Oscar Holden enlisted in the 8" Machine Gun (MG) Company in
the 8" Infantry Brigade of the 5" Australian Division at the Sydney Showgrounds on 6 July

1916. He embarked overseas on 23 December and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 17
February 1917, where he joined the MG Training Depot at Perham Downs for three months.

MG Companies were equipped with 16 Vickers medium machine guns, which were mounted
on tripods and served by crews of between three and six. They were not easily portable and
were generally used in prepared, fixed positions when in the front line.

He sailed for France on 11 May 1917, where he was hospitalised at Camiers with bronchitis
for 10 days between 21 — 31 May, and then finally taken on strength of the 8" MG Company
at Senlis, on 27 June. He did not remain there long however and, on 25 July he was
transferred to “K” Supply Column, Australian Mechanical Transport Section, most likely due
to his pre-war profession as a motor mechanic.

On 29 September 1917, he was re-mustered as an Artificer (Art.) and transferred to the 4
Division Supply Column and then on 9 November to the 3™ Division Supply Column. He was
granted leave in England from 7 — 21 February 1918 then, on 12 March the unit was reformed
as the 3™ Australian Mechanical Transport Company, operating in Desvres, France. The
nature of the work involved the collection, transportation, and delivery of all manner of
supplies to the forward areas, including ammunition and stores, at times under enemy
artillery fire, and continued right up until the end of the war.

Art. Holden was granted one weeks leave in France from 13 — 20 January 1919 and then a
further two weeks in England from 20 February — 6 March 1919. On 21 June he was
transferred to the 4™ Australian Mechanical Transport Company, based in Namur, Belgium.
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He sailed to England on 23 September, however, was granted special leave to return to
Belgium, where he subsequently married Miss Marie Francoise Renard at Saint Gilles,
Brussels, Belgium on 22 October 1919. He eventually returned to England and boarded a ship
to Australia, with his new wife, on 22 December.

Artificer 554 Frederick Oscar Holden disembarked in Melbourne on 5 February 1920, where
he was discharged from the AIF on 25 April 1920.

Name: Holden, Frederick Oscar

Service Number 554

Date enlisted 6 July 1916

Place enlisted Sydney Showgrounds, NSW
Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 8™ Machine Gun Company

Date and ship embarked for overseas

23 December 1916
RMS Orontes

Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years (22/7/1893)

Place of birth Abbotsford, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Motor mechanic

Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address Holden, Mr William, Coffee Palace, St Leonards,
Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Coffee Palace, St Leonards, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, dark brown hair, hazel eyes,
height — 5 feet, weight — 9 stone, 2 1bs, chest
measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Artificer

Final Unit 4™ Australian Mechanical Transport Company

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

22 December 1919
HT Themistocles (with wife)

Date discharged

25 April 1920

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Married to Miss Marie Francoise Renard at Saint
Gilles, Brussels, Belgium on 22 October 1919
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George Ikin

Private George Ikin enlisted in the AIF at Queenscliff on 2 July 1915.

He was posted to the Ascot Vale Depot, where a further medical examination determined that
he was unfit for military service due to general ill health and hereditary medical conditions.

Private George Ikin did not embark overseas and was medically discharged from the AIF on

11 November 1915. He died of tuberculosis on 19 April 1918 and was buried at the Point

Lonsdale Cemetery.

Name: Ikin, George

Service Number

n/a

Date enlisted

2 July 1915

Place enlisted

Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

Depot Battalion, Ascot Vale, Victoria

Date and ship embarked

Did not embark overseas

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years, 8 months

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Fishmonger
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Ikin, Mr George, father, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, blue eyes, height — 5
feet 10 inches, weight — 9 stone, 1 lbs, chest
measurement — 32/34 5 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit Depot Battalion, Ascot Vale, Victoria

Theatres of war served in

Did not embark overseas

Date discharged 11 November 1915

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit

Honours/medals n/a

Notes Died of illness 19 April 1918 (Tuberculosis)
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Percy Victor (Pompey) Johnson

Private (Pte) 2063 Percy Victor Johnson enlisted in the 14th Infantry Battalion in the 4th
Infantry Brigade at Queenscliff on 25 January 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 April and
disembarked in Egypt about five weeks later.

He embarked for Gallipoli on 9 July where he was taken on strength of the 14th Battalion. In
August 1915, the 14th Battalion was part of an attempt to capture Hill 971, only to become
lost in the dense and rugged country. Subjected to heavy Turkish fire throughout, the attack
failed, and the battalion sustained 257 casualties (including 164 killed and missing). Pte
Johnson was hospitalised on Mudros with influenza between 4 September — 10 October, then
rejoined the battalion on Gallipoli.

He was evacuated to Egypt and hospitalised with jaundice from 5 December — 1 January
1916, then rejoined the battalion on 14 March 1916, when it became part of the newly formed
4th Australian Division.

The battalion departed Egypt on 1 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 8 June. On 6
August, the 14th Battalion entered the line at Pozieres and participated in the unsuccessful
assault on Mouquet Farm a few days later, at a cost of 400 casualties (87 killed). One of the
casualties was Pte Johnson who sustained a minor shrapnel wound to his head on 8 August.
He was evacuated to a field dressing station and returned to the battalion on 16 August, where
he was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 27 August.

AUETIAL AR WAR MEWOR A SR : £ ; 3 Frifac

The heavily fortified cellars underneath Mouquet Farm
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He was further promoted to Corporal on 1 December 1916, but reverted to the rank of
Private, at his own request, on 26 December. Pte Johnson subsequently contracted venereal
disease and was hospitalised at Etaples from 22 March — 1 June 1917, after which the 14th
Battalion moved to Belgium where it helped to hold the ground captured during the Battle of
Messines, for the loss of five men killed and 45 wounded, on 7 — 8 June.

Still in Belgium, the 14th Battalion was next involved in the successful assault on Polygon
Wood on 26 September 1917, where they helped to advance the line 1.5 km, for the loss of
138 men (26 killed).

Pte Johnson was diagnosed with trench feet and hospitalised initially in Calais, and then in
Norfolk, England between 15 October — 9 November, following which he was granted leave
in England between 10 — 24 November. He eventually returned to France on 13 March 1918,
where he rejoined the 14th Battalion on 18 March.

Following the onslaught of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, on 24 March the
battalion was under orders to move at short notice. By 26 March they had reached Hebuterne,
where they marched through the retreating British forces and re-captured the village from the
Germans. They repulsed numerous counter attacks and remained in the area for four weeks,
sustaining 60 casualties (15 killed).

During his time overseas, Pte Johnson was reported absent without leave on no less than 13
occasions. The last occurrence, on 8 April 1918, was the most serious though, as the battalion
was on active service in the field, in what was still a very precarious situation. Upon his
return on 13 April, he was charged with, and found guilty of, desertion under a Field General
Court Martial held on 21 April 1918. Originally sentenced to 10 years imprisonment, he had
served just over a month at the No.7 Military Prison at Les Attaques near Calais, when his
sentence was reduced to two years on 5 June 1918.

Pte Johnson’s sentence was suspended entirely on 13 September. He was released from prison
and rejoined the battalion near Vraignes three days later, where he found them training for an
assault on the Hindenburg Outpost Line scheduled for 18 September. The attack went ahead
as planned and succeeded in re-capturing what were the “old” British lines originally overrun
by the Germans during the Spring Offensive. Overall 14th Battalion casualties amounted to
122, one of whom was Pte Johnson, who sustained a bomb (or grenade) wound to his right
foot in the action near Jeancourt.

He was initially evacuated to le Havre and then hospitalised at the Alexandra Military
Hospital in Cosham, England until 11 October, when he was granted two weeks leave. He
contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the Australian Dermatological Hospital,
Bulford between 25 October — 16 December 1918.

Post discharge, he embarked for Australia on 15 January 1919, the same day his suspended
prison sentence was fully remitted.

Private 2063 Percy Victor Johnson disembarked in Melbourne on 2 March, where he was
formally discharged from the AIF on 1 May 1919.
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Name: Johnson, Percy Victor (Pompey)

Service Number

2063

Date enlisted

25 January 1915

Place enlisted

Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 14™ Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |17 April 1915

HMAT A20 Hororata

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 4 months (25/9/1893)

Place of birth

Williamstown, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Johnson, Mrs Mary, Beach Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, light brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 '2 inches, weight — 8 stone, 9 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 14" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

8 August 1916
Mouquet Farm, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to head

Date and place wounded (2)

18 September 1918
Jeancourt, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Bomb wound to right foot

Date and ship embarked for Australia

15 January 1919
SS City of Exeter

Date discharged 1 May 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Sentenced to 10 years imprisonment following

FGCM conviction for desertion while on active
service.

Also served in WW2 (V82241).

Died 12 June 1968.
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Neville Dudley Keath

ALETHALLAK WAR MERCAlAL DAR3ET

Private (Pte) 3566 Neville Dudley Keath enlisted in the 22 Battalion at Geelong on 22 July
1915. He embarked overseas on 5 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt about five weeks
later, where he was transferred to the 58" Infantry Battalion in the 15" Infantry Brigade of the
5% Australian Division on 15 March 1916.

The 58" Battalion departed Egypt on 17 June and disembarked at Marseilles on 23 June.
They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July.
Although in reserve and providing medical stretcher parties initially, the battalion was
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 247 casualties (80 killed or missing).

During early 1917, to shorten their line of defence, the Germans withdrew to newly prepared
positions on the Hindenburg Line and a cautious allied advance followed. During the Second
Battle of Bullecourt, from 10 — 13 May the 58" Battalion successfully helped to defend the
earlier gains against German counterattacks, at a cost of 242 more men (60 killed or missing).

Pte Keath enjoyed leave in England from 5 — 19 August, after which he moved north to the
Ypres sector in Belgium. On 26 September the 58" Battalion was involved in the Battle of
Polygon Wood, which was considered a success, albeit cost the battalion another 290
casualties.

Pte Keath was detached for duty with the 10" British Corps School from 2 — 20 February
1918, and then with 15" Brigade Headquarters from 7 April. It was while serving here, just
after the 15™ Brigade’s success at Villers-Bretonneux three days earlier, that Pte Keath was
killed in action during heavy German artillery fire around dawn on 28 April 1918.
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Private 3566 Neville Dudley Keath was buried at Daours Communal Cemetery Extension in

Daours, France later the same day.

Name: Keath, Neville Dudley

Service Number

3566

Date enlisted

22 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 22 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |5 January 1916
HMAT A19 Afric

enlistment attempts?

Previous military service or

69" Infantry Battalion (Militia)

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 4 months

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Grocer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Keath, Mrs Mary, mother, Bethune Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Bethune Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height — 5 feet
7 inches, weight — 9 stone, 8 Ibs, chest measurement
— 35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 58™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place died

28 April 1918

near Aubigny, France.

While detached for duty at 15" Brigade
Headquarters

Cemetery details

Daours Communal Cemetery Extension,
Daours, France.
Plot I1I, Row B, Grave 21

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother: 3822 Pte Clifford Keath, 20% Bn, KIA 5
August 1916.

Also listed on St George’s Church of England Roll
of Honor.
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Vincent Ethelbert Keath

Private Vincent Ethelbert Keath enlisted in the AIF in Melbourne on 21 October 1918.

The war ended less than a month later and, as a result, he never embarked overseas and was

demobilised on 11 December 1918.

Name: Keath, Vincent Ethelbert

Service Number

n/a

Date enlisted

21 October 1918

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

n/a

Date and ship embarked for overseas

Did not embark overseas

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years, 4 months (30/6/1891)

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Printer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Keath, Mrs Annie Florence, wife, King Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

King Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height — 5
feet 6 inches, weight — 8 stone, 7 1bs, chest
measurement — 34/37 inches

Fate Demobilised

Date discharged 11 December 1918

Nature of discharge End of war

Notes
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James Charles Marshall Miller

Private James Charles Marshall Miller enlisted in the AIF in Melbourne on 12 October 1918.

The war ended less than a month later and, as a result, he never embarked overseas and was
demobilised on 12 December 1918.

NB: He is incorrectly listed as J.C. Millar on the Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll.

Name: Miller, James Charles Marshall

Service Number n/a

Date enlisted 12 October 1918
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit n/a

Date and ship embarked for overseas |Did not embark overseas

Previous military service or 38" Field Company, Submarine Mines,

enlistment attempts? 69" Battalion (Militia)

Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years, 10 months (26/1/1896)

Place of birth Port Fairy, Victoria

Marital status Married

Occupation Fisherman

Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address Miller, Mrs Catherine, wife, King Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia King Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, blue eyes, height — 5

feet 9 14 inches, weight — 10 stone, chest
measurement — 34/37 inches

Fate Demobilised

Date discharged 12 December 1918

Nature of discharge End of war

Notes Incorrectly listed as JC Millar on Queenscliff Fire
Brigade Honor Roll
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Jack Arthur Mouchemore

Private (Pte) 94 Jack Arthur Mouchemore enlisted in the 37th Infantry Battalion in the 10th
Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Melbourne on 7 February 1916. He
embarked overseas on 3 June and disembarked in Plymouth on 25 July, where he was
admitted to the Military Hospital with rheumatism from 31 July — 2 September.

He rejoined the battalion and sailed to France on 22 November. He was slightly wounded (no
details) at Armentieres on 29 December 1916 but did not require medical attention. He was
admitted to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arques with scabies from 5 January — 2 March
1917 and rejoined the unit on 6 March, where he was appointed Lance Corporal. He was
further promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 27 May.

The battalion moved north to Belgium in early June in preparation for the attack on Messines
Ridge on 7 June. At 3.10 am, 19 massive mines detonated under the German lines and the
allies attacked and captured the ground in what was considered a well-planned attack. The
37th Battalion alone suffered 402 casualties (71 killed) and Cpl Mouchemore was promoted
to Lance Sergeant the next day, 8 June.

On 26 June he was promoted to Sergeant and on 22 July, he was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant (2nd Lt), then proceeded on two weeks leave in Paris from 25 September — 7
October 1917.

The battalion’s next action, an attack on the village of Passchendaele on 12 October 1917,
was a disaster. The soldiers were subjected to German artillery fire while they waited then,
once the attack commenced, were pinned by machine gun fire, and hindered by deep mud, so
made no headway at all, at a cost to the 37th Battalion of another 250 casualties (71 killed).

Things quietened down at the conclusion of Third Ypres and the Australians used the next
few months to recuperate and re-train. 2nd Lt Mouchemore was also promoted to Lieutenant
(Lt) on 26 October and then enjoyed leave in England between 14 — 28 January 1918.

The scabies returned and he was hospitalised from 31 January — 20 February. Shortly after his
return, on 24 March the 3rd Division rushed south to help stem the German advances on the
Somme. While the main thrust of the German offensive had petered out by the time they
arrived, and only minor skirmishes ensued, the battalion remained in the area for several
months.

The 37th Battalion was Brigade reserve for the Amiens offensive on 8 August and played no
active part. It did, however, take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on 10 August,
where another 103 casualties were sustained.

The front line kept moving east and from 28 — 31 August 1918 the battalion supported the
2nd Division’s left flank in an action near Clery-sur-Somme, during which Lt Mouchemore
sustained a gunshot wound to his left leg. He was evacuated to England where he was treated
at the 3rd London General Hospital between 1 September — 26 November 1918. Not long
afterwards, he embarked for Australia on 14 January 1919.

Lieutenant Jack Arthur Mouchemore disembarked in Melbourne on 27 February, where his
commission in the AIF was formally terminated on 6 April 1919.

21



Name: Mouchemore, Jack Arthur

Service Number

94

Date enlisted

7 February 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 37" Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |3 June 1916

HMAT A34 Persic

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

Field Company Submarine Mines, Queenscliff, 1913

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 6 months (4/8/1894)

Place of birth

Portsea, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation Seaman (Melbourne Harbor Trust)
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Mouchemore, Mr Peter, father,

118 Farrell Street, Port Melbourne, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Port Melbourne, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, hazel eyes, height — 5
feet 8 %2 inches, weight — 8 stone, 11 lbs, chest
measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant

Final Unit 37" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

30 August 1918
Clery sur Somme, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to left leg

Date and ship embarked for Australia

14 January 1919
HT City of York

Date discharged

6 April 1919

Nature of discharge

Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Also listed on The Melbourne Harbor Trust
Commissioners Roll of Honour, Williamstown
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Albert (Bert) Whonam Pigdon

Private (Pte) 2696 Albert Whonam Pigdon enlisted in the 2" Pioneer Battalion in the 2™
Australian Division at Geelong on 25 April 1916. He embarked overseas on 18 September
and disembarked at Plymouth, England on 15 November 1916 where he joined the Pioneer
Training Battalion at camp in Wiltshire.

Pioneer Battalions were infantry with light military combat engineer skills. Among other
tasks, they constructed defensive positions, command posts and dugouts, prepared barbed
wire defences and, where necessary, fought alongside the infantry.

He sailed for France on 31 December where, after a period in the isolation camp, he joined
the battalion in the field at Warlencourt, on 1 March 1917.

The 2" Pioneers were involved in support of the 2™ Division’s attack on Bullecourt and
Reincourt on 3 May, tasked with the construction of trench blocks on the 6™ Brigade’s right
flank.

The battalion moved north to the Ypres area in early September 1917 where, in the lead up to
the Battle of Menin Road on 20 September, the battalion constructed new roads and shelters

large enough to house over a thousand men each. Their two weeks in the line cost them 79
casualties (14 killed).

One of those wounded was Pte Pigdon, who was gassed on 12 September. He was treated at
the 56™ General Hospital at Etaples from 14 September — 3 October, then spent several more
weeks at various convalescent depots until 9 November.

He rejoined the 2™ Pioneer Battalion on 19 November and was granted leave in England from
17 February 1918. While on leave, he contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the
1% Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford from 4 March — 11 April 1918.

23



2" Pioneer Battalion constructing a new “corduroy” road near Ypres, 1917

He returned to France on 15 May and rejoined the battalion in the field near Ville sur Ancre,
on 24 May.

The 2nd Pioneers were working at a sawmill in the Somme region on 5 July 1918, when
German artillery shelled the camp. Two men were killed outright, and Pte Pigdon was
seriously wounded when shrapnel penetrated his chest. He was evacuated to the 13th
Australian Field Ambulance, situated near Daours, however died of his wounds later the same
day.

Private 2696 Albert Whonam Pigdon was buried at the Daours Communal Cemetery
Extension at Daours, France.
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Name: Pigdon, Albert (Bert) Whonam

Service Number

2696

Date enlisted

25 April 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

2n Pioneer Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 September 1916
HMAT A10 Karroo

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

Senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 1 month

Place of birth

Drysdale, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Pigdon, Mrs Ellen, mother, Learmonth Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, blue eyes, height — 5
feet 5 %2 inches, weight — 9 stone, 9 1bs, chest
measurement — 38 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 2" Pioneer Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

12 September 1917
near Ypres, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gassed (mustard gas)

Date and place wounded (2)

5 July 1918
Somme area, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Shrapnel wound to chest (penetrating)

Date and place died

5 July 1918
13" Australian Field Ambulance,
near Daours, France

Cemetery details

Daours Communal Cemetery Extension,
Daours, France
Plot III, Row D, Grave 26

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Also listed on: St George’s Anglican Church
Queenscliff Roll of Honour,

Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor &
Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor.
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William Henry Plumridge

Private (Pte) 2389 William Henry Plumridge enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in
Melbourne on 17 August 1915. He embarked overseas on 14 March 1916 and disembarked in
Egypt on 15 April, where he was hospitalised with measles from 17 April — 9 May.

Pte Plumridge departed Egypt on 21 June and disembarked at Marseilles on 29 June, where
he travelled north by train and was eventually taken on strength of the 29th Battalion at
Fleurbaix on 8 August 1916. The battalion marched from Ribemont to Mametz on 20
November, and it was during this march that Pte Plumridge accidentally sprained his ankle.
Unable to continue, he was transported by ambulance train to the 1st General Hospital at
Rouen, where he remained until 8 December 1916.

He then spent three months at the S5th Australian Division Base Depot at Etaples before he
rejoined the 29th Battalion at Trones Wood on 5 March 1917. Following the German
withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the battalion fought off a strong German attack at
Beaumetz on 23 March, sustaining 134 casualties (29 killed).

Pte Plumridge was granted leave in England from 2 September, however while on leave he
contracted a skin rash and was hospitalised at Bulford from 13 — 29 September. He spent the
next three months at various Command Depots in England and did not return to France until
28 December, where he rejoined the battalion in northern France on 1 January 1918.

By 23 March 1918, once the success of the German Spring Offensive was understood, the

battalion received orders to move south on 26 March. They travelled via bus, train, and foot
and arrived on the Somme four days later. While they remained as 8th Brigade reserve, they
did fight off one tentative German attack (enemy estimated at 250 — 300 strong) on 24 April.

The battalion moved into the front line near Morlancourt on 17 July, and it was here on the
night of 28 — 29 July that they conducted a raid (at bayonet point) on the German trenches.
The raid was a success with many of the enemy reported killed and the trench captured, along
with 23 Germans and six machine guns, for the loss of 100 casualties (14 killed) of their own.

On 8 August 1918, during the second phase of the allied offensive at Amiens, the 5th
Australian Division, including the 29th Battalion, successfully moved “through” the resting
3rd Division and advanced the line another 3 km. The attack continued the next day, during
which the battalion captured the village of Vauvillers for the loss of 95 men (17 killed). One
of those casualties was Pte Plumridge, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his shoulder, neck,
and buttocks.

He was evacuated to Rouen the next day, and from there to the Exeter War Hospital in
England from 14 August — 14 October, and then for another ten days with influenza at Fargo
between 16 — 25 October. Upon release he was transferred to the 5th Battalion on 25
November 1918, as the 29th Battalion had already been disbanded due to lack of numbers.
Soon after, he boarded a ship for return to Australia on 8 January 1919.

Private 2389 William Henry Plumridge disembarked in Melbourne on 27 February, where he
was formally discharged from the AIF on 24 November 1919.
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Name: Plumridge, William Henry

Service Number

2389

Date enlisted

17 August 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 29 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |14 March 1916
HMAT A68 Anchises

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

5 years Imperial Naval Reserve

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years, 11 months

Place of birth

Chichester, Sussex, England

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Bennett, Mr Albert W, friend, Blenheim Avenue,
Surry Hills, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Blenheim Avenue, Surry Hills, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, blue eyes, height — 6
feet 3 inches, weight — 14 stone, 2 Ibs, chest
measurement — 40/43 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 5™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

9 August 1918
Vauvillers, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to left shoulder, neck and buttocks

Date and ship embarked for Australia

8 January 1919
HT Orsova

Date discharged

24 November 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal
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Frank Thomson

Driver (Dvr) 73 Frank Thomson enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion, most likely in the
supply column, in Geelong on 13 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 10 November and
disembarked in Egypt on 26 December. After several months training, the battalion departed
Egypt on 18 June 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north.

They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July.
Although in reserve and providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed), and then
had to remain and hold part of the line for the next week.

By 23 November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month:
Killed — 16; Wounded — 62: Missing — 1; Sick to hospital — 211.

On 23 March 1917, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29th
Battalion held off a strong German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties

amounting to 29 killed and 105 wounded or missing. Dvr Thomson was later granted leave in
France from 2 — 14 August 1917.

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5th Division’s assault
on Polygon Wood, planned for dawn on 26 September 1917.
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Despite heavy losses (46 killed and 205 wounded or missing in the 29th Battalion alone), all
the objectives were taken, and the ground held against six German counter attacks over the
following 24 hours.

. 0 D a byl o
ALSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL BOO7BEC
View from Polygon Wood looking toward Zonnebeke, 21 September 1917

After the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, the 29th Battalion remained in the
Messines and Ypres area during early 1918.

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, in late March 1918 the 5th
Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29th
Battalion moved into reserve near Cachy (supporting the British 18th Division) and then to
Corbie where they remained as 8th Brigade reserve for the rest of the month.

It was while serving in this area that Dvr Thomson sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his
knee, thigh, and cheek, and was gassed, during a German artillery bombardment on 27 April.

He was evacuated to the 24th General Hospital at Etaples on 30 April, and then to the Ist
Southern General Hospital in Birmingham from 4 — 30 May. He spent the next three months
at Hurdcott Camp until 30 August, and then a further six weeks at Leighton Deverill, before
he embarked again for France on 12 October.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 58th Battalion on 17 October, as the 29th
Battalion had been disbanded due to lack of numbers. He remained with them until 14
February 1919, when he returned to England.

Driver 73 Frank Thomson boarded a ship for return to Australia on 13 April and disembarked
in Melbourne on 31 May, where he was formally discharged from the AIF on 23 July 1919.

29



Name: Thomson, Frank

Service Number

73

Date enlisted

13 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Driver

Initial Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 November 1915
HMAT A1l Ascanius

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

3 years Citizen Military Forces

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Butcher
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Thomson, Mr Robert, father, Hesse Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, height — 5
feet 5 %2 inches, weight — 10 stone, chest
measurement — 35 2 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 58™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

27 April 1918
Corbie, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to knee, thigh and cheek, and
gassed

Date and ship embarked for Australia

13 April 1919
HT Wyreema

Date discharged

23 July 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Brother of Dvr 74 Harry Thomson.
Also listed on Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor
Roll & Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor
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Harry Thomson

Driver (Dvr) 74 Harry Thomson enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion, most likely in the
supply column, in Geelong on 14 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 10 November and
disembarked in Egypt on 26 December. After several months training, the battalion departed
Egypt on 18 June 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north.

They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July.
Although in reserve and providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed), and then
had to remain and hold part of the line for the next week.

By 23 November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month:
Killed — 16; Wounded — 62: Missing — 1; Sick to hospital — 211.

Dvr Thomson was granted leave in England from 8 — 24 January 1917. On 23 March,
following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29" Battalion held off a strong
German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties amounting to 29 killed and 105
wounded or missing.

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5" Division’s assault
on Polygon Wood, planned for dawn on 26 September. Despite heavy losses (46 killed and
205 wounded or missing in the 29" Battalion alone), all the objectives were taken, and the
ground held against six German counter attacks over the following 24 hours.

After the conclusion of Third Ypres, the 29" Battalion remained in the Messines and Ypres
area during early 1918, when Dvr Thomson enjoyed leave in England from 2 — 19 February.

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, in late March 1918 the Australian
5™ Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29"
Battalion moved into reserve near Corbie where they remained as 8" Brigade reserve for the
remainder of April.

During the allies’ Amiens offensive launched on 8 August, the battalion took part in the 8"
Brigade's advance up the Morcourt Valley, where they captured the town of Vauvillers.

The battalion fought its last battle of the war in late September 1918 alongside the 30"
American Division, when they breached the German defences on the Hindenburg Line near
Bellicourt, for the loss of 80 men (17 killed).

After the cessation of hostilities, Dvr Thomson was transferred and taken on strength of the
5™ Divisional Train (supply column) on 12 November, as the 29" Battalion had been
disbanded due to lack of numbers. He remained with them until 1 February 1919, when he
returned to England.

Driver 74 Harry Thomson boarded a ship for return to Australia on 8 April and disembarked
in Melbourne on 22 May, where he was formally discharged from the AIF on 15 July 1919.
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Name: Thomson, Harry

Service Number

74

Date enlisted

14 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Driver

Initial Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 November 1915
HMAT A1l Ascanius

Stated age/DOB (if known)

23 years, 9 months

Place of birth

Wallington, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Butcher
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Thomson, Mr Robert, father, Hesse Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, height — 5
feet 5 % inches, weight — 10 stone, 8 Ibs, chest
measurement — 36 % inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 5% Divisional Train

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

8 April 1919
HT Trasos Montes

Date discharged 15 July 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother Dvr 73 Frank Thomson.

Also listed on Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor
Roll
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Leslie Tyack MBE

Private (Pte) 562 Leslie Tyack enlisted in the 10™ Machine Gun (MG) Company in the 10™
Infantry Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 1 December 1916. He
embarked overseas on 14 February 1917 and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 11 April,
where he joined the Australian Machine Gun Training Depot at Belton Park, Grantham.

MG Companies were equipped with 16 Vickers medium machine guns, which were mounted
on tripods and served by crews of between three and six. They were not easily portable and
were generally used in prepared, fixed positions when in the front line.

He departed England on 5 June and arrived in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 10™" MG Company, in the field at Neuve Eglise, on 16 June 1917. On 3
October, the company moved into Belgium and supported the successful Australian attack on
Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, for the loss of 26 casualties (9 killed).

They moved up again on 11 October in preparation for the unsuccessful attack on
Passchendaele the next day. The company remained in the line until 21 October, when
replaced by the 10" Canadian MG Company, having lost three machine guns, and sustained
40 casualties, including 10 killed or missing.

One of the wounded was Pte Tyack, who sustained gas burns on 15 October and was
evacuated to the 3™ Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne on 17 October. From there he
was admitted to the Kitchener Military Hospital in Brighton, England between 19 October —
12 November. He was subsequently transferred to the 3™ Australian Auxiliary Hospital at
Dartford until 4 January 1918, and then finally to the Brigade Hospital at Hurdcott Camp
until 27 February.
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After four months’ training and rebuilding his physical conditioning, Pte Tyack returned to
France on 2 July and eventually rejoined the 3™ Machine Gun Battalion (all the various MG
Companies having been amalgamated and re-named on 1 April 1918), in the field at
Allonville, on 10 July 1918.

The 3" MG Battalion took part in the successful Amiens offensive of 8 August 1918 and
provided close fire support for the capture of Proyart between 10 — 12 August. On 23 August,
the battalion helped capture and hold the village of Bray and, by the end of the month had
reached Clery sur Somme, an advance of more than 15 km. Total casualties for the battalion
during August numbered eight officers and 140 other ranks killed, wounded, or missing.

On 18 September the 3 MG Battalion was loaned to the understrength 1% Division to
provide fire support for its successful attack on the Hindenburg Outpost Line.
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Three unidentified Australian soldiers manning their Vickers machine gun at an outpost near Vendelles, the
night before the attack which culminated in the capture of the Hindenburg Outpost Line, 17 September 1918

Back with the 3™ Division, Pte Tyack’s last action of the war took place on 29 September — 2
October against the heavily defended Hindenburg Line. Casualties for the battalion totalled
eight officers and 92 other ranks killed, wounded or missing, one of whom was Pte Tyack,
who was gassed (for the second time). He was hospitalised for a week at le Havre and
returned to the battalion on 26 October 1918.

After the war ended Pte Tyack was granted leave in France from 28 March — 7 April 1919
and, shortly after that, he returned to England on 21 April and eventually boarded a ship to
Australia on 12 June.

Private 562 Leslie Tyack disembarked in Melbourne on 8 August, where he was discharged
from the AIF on 15 September 1919.
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Name: Leslie Tyack

Service Number

562

Date enlisted

1 December 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

10" Machine Gun Company

Date and ship embarked for overseas

14 February 1917
RMS Osterley

Previous military service?

Cadets, Portarlington

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 11 months (17/12/1899)

Place of birth

Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Jones, Mr David, guardian, High Street,
Portarlington, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Sunshine Harvester Works, Sunshine, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height —
5 feet 6 4 inches, weight — 8 stone, 3 1bs, chest
measurement — 30/35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 31 Machine Gun Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

15 October 1917
Passchendaele, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gassed

Date and place wounded (2)

2 October 1918
Bellicourt, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Gassed

Date and ship embarked for Australia

12 June 1919
HT Themistocles

Date discharged

15 September 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Noted as J. Tyack on Fire Brigade HR.
Also served in WW2 (SN VX57038).
Awarded MBE in 1946.

Listed on Portarlington RSL Honor Roll.
Died 19 May 1970
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Victor James Ward

Private (Pte) 2786 Victor James Ward enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion in the 8™ Infantry
Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Geelong on 5 March 1916. He embarked overseas on
14 March and disembarked in Egypt on 15 April, where he was taken on strength of the
battalion on 25 May.

After several weeks further training, the battalion departed Egypt on 18 June and
disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north. They experienced their
first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July. Although in reserve and
providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was eventually committed to
the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed).

By late November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month:
Killed — 16; Wounded — 62: Missing — 1; Sick to hospital — 211, one of whom was Pte Ward,
who was hospitalised with trench feet from 22 November — 6 December 1916.

Shortly afterwards, Pte Ward contracted bronchitis and influenza and was hospitalised in
Rouen on 23 December, then transferred to the 1% Eastern General Hospital in Cambridge
from 2 January — 12 February 1917. Post discharge, he spent a month convalescing at
Weymouth between 12 February — 12 March, and then four months at Perham Downs Camp.

He returned to France on 21 July however was again hospitalised in Rouen with appendicitis
from 6 — 18 August and rejoined the 29" Battalion on 26 August. This too was short lived
though, as he was hospitalised with an abscess on his face at the 16™ US Hospital at Le
Treport from 24 September — 5 October and rejoined the battalion again on 26 October 1917.

After the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, the 29" Battalion remained in the
Messines and Ypres area during early 1918. In response to the German Spring Offensive on
the Somme, in late March the 5™ Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British
line. On 6 April, the 29" Battalion initially moved into reserve near Cachy, and then to
Corbie, where they remained for the rest of April.

Pte Ward was granted leave in France from 12 July, but he subsequently contracted venereal
disease and was hospitalised at the 39" General Hospital at le Havre from 28 July — 24
October 1918, after which he was transferred to the 59 Battalion on 30 October, as the 29
Battalion had been disbanded due to low numbers. He was also granted leave in England
between 4 — 28 November, during which time he was married in Cambridge.

He returned to England on 2 April 1919 but had to wait for a family ship to become available.
Eventually, suitable berths for a husband, wife and child were found and he embarked for
Australia on 15 November.

Private 2786 Victor James Ward disembarked in Melbourne on 26 December, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 25 April 1920.

36



Name: Ward, Victor James

Service Number

2786

Date enlisted

5 March 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |14 March 1916
HMAT A68 Anchises

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

Royal Australian Navy 1 June 1912 — 6 February
1914 (dismissed from RAN after he served 21 days
imprisonment in Melbourne Gaol (offence not
stated)

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 9 months (28/4/1897)

Place of birth

Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Ward, Mr William J, father, Henry Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, height — 5
feet 8 inches, weight — 9 stone, 11 Ibs, chest
measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 59" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

15 November 1919 (with wife & child)
HT Ormonde

Date discharged

25 April 1920

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Married Miss Mary Florence Carter at Parish
Church, Cambridge, UK on 13 November 1918.
Also listed on Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor
Roll.

Died 12 August 1957
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Andrew Clifford Phillip Williamson

Gunner (Gnr) 34068 Andrew Clifford Phillip Williamson enlisted in the Field Artillery
Brigades reinforcements in Melbourne on 22 January 1917. He embarked overseas on 11
May and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 20 July, where he joined the Reserve Brigade
Australian Artillery (RBAA) at its Larkhill Camp for the next six weeks.

He proceeded overseas to France on 11 September, where he was taken on strength of the 6
Field Artillery Brigade, in the field at Zillebeke, Belgium, on 17 September, where they
supported the 1% and 2™ Division’s successful assault from Menin Road on 20 September.

ALES THRALIARM WA ME RO AL =il P

Batteries of the 5™ Field Artillery Brigade in action near Ypres, September 1917

After a week or two out of the line, the brigade returned to Zillebeke and provided artillery
fire support for the first two weeks of November, after which Third Ypres wound down, and
they took over the line near Kemmel for several weeks.

During late March 1918, the brigade was operating near Messines, when it regularly came
under German counter battery fire. During one of these bombardments, Gnr Williamson was
gassed on 23 March 1918, evacuated, and admitted to the 35" General Hospital at Calais a
week later.

He embarked for England on 8 April, where he was hospitalised at the 2" Southern General
Hospital in Bristol until 7 May, after which he was granted leave until 21 May 1918.

He also spent a month at the 1** Northern General Hospital in Newcastle from 23 July — 24
August (no details given) and returned to the RBAA on 6 September.
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He then contracted influenza and was further hospitalised at the Military Hospital at Sutton
Veny for five weeks between 2 November — 10 December 1918. He never returned to France
and boarded a ship for Australia on 19 February 1919.

Gunner 34068 Andrew Clifford Phillip Williamson disembarked in Melbourne on 7 April,
where he was formally discharged from the AIF on 10 September 1919.

Name: Williamson, Andrew Clifford Phillip

Service Number

34068

Date enlisted

22 January 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

Field Artillery Brigades reinforcements

Date and ship embarked for overseas

11 May 1917
HMAT A1l Ascanius

Previous military service

4 years cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 8 months

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Electrician
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Williamson, Mr Joseph, father, 1 Market Street, St
Kilda, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

1 Market Street, St Kilda, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height — 5 feet
7 inches, weight — 8 stone, 12 1bs, chest
measurement — 32/36 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 6" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

23 March 1918
Messines, Belgium

Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia |19 February 1919
HT Orca
Date discharged 10 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of

Honor
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Oliver James Woolford

Sapper (Spr) 10383 Oliver James Woolford enlisted in the 10" Field Company Engineers
(FCE), in the 10™ Infantry Brigade of the 3 Australian Division in Melbourne on 6 May
1916.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

Spr Woolford embarked overseas on 20 June and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 10
August. He then proceeded to France on 23 November and travelled north to Armentieres and
Houplines, where the company operated for several weeks.

He was promoted to Lance Corporal on 10 May, and then again to Second Corporal (2™ Cpl)
on 17 May 1917.

The 10" FCE moved to Ploegsteert on 5 June 1917 in support of the pending allied assault on
Messines Ridge. At 3.10 am on 7 June, the ground shook following 19 massive mine
detonations on the ridge, which obliterated the German lines. After the battle, the engineers
went to work reconstructing dugouts and other infrastructure in the forward areas and were
also used as carrying parties for ammunition and supplies.
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It was while undertaking such a task that 2™ Corporal Oliver James Woolford was killed in
action near Messines on 8 June 1917, and later buried at the Bethlehem Farm West Cemetery,

also at Messines, Belgium.

Name: Woolford, Oliver James

Service Number

10383

Date enlisted

6 May 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sapper

Initial Unit

10" Field Company Engineers

Date and ship embarked for overseas

20 June 1916
HMAT A54 Runic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

27 years, 11 months

Place of birth

Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation Bricklayer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Woolford, Mrs Florence Gertrude, wife,
Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, black/grey hair, grey eyes, height
— 5 feet 5 V4 inches, weight — 8 stone, 10 Ibs, chest
measurement — 32/35 inches

Final Rank 274 Corporal

Final Unit 10" Field Company Engineers

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place died 8 June 1917
Messines, Belgium

Cemetery details Bethlehem Farm West Cemetery Messines, Belgium
Row A, Grave 18

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes St George’s Anglican Church, Queenscliff Roll of

Honour & Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor
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Reuben Zula

Private (Pte) 735 Reuben Zula enlisted in the 24™ Infantry Battalion of the 6™ Infantry
Brigade in the 2™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 16 March 1915. He embarked
overseas on 10 May and arrived in Egypt about five weeks later.

The 24™ Battalion embarked for Gallipoli on 30 August and disembarked on 5 September,
where they assumed defensive positions at Courtney’s, Quinn’s and Steele’s Posts. A week
later they began a 14 week period of rotations (together with the 23 Battalion) in and out of
the trenches at Lone Pine. Pte Zula remained at Gallipoli until the final evacuation and
arrived back in Egypt on 27 December 1915.

Pte Zula later contracted gastritis and was hospitalised for two weeks at Abbassia from 16 —
31 March 1916. His service record is silent as to when he departed Egypt (the battalion left
on 21 March while he was still in hospital) but we do know that he was hospitalised in
England, initially at Parkhouse and then at Bulford, with venereal disease between 21
October 1916 — 14 April 1917.

He embarked for France on 8 August and rejoined the 24™ Battalion, in the field at
Wardrecques, on 31 August 1917, where preparations were already underway for the next
major battle. After a period of rest, on 12 September, Pte Zula and the 24" Battalion moved
north to Belgium to take part in the 1* and 2" Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road,
east of Ypres.

The pre-dawn attack on 20 September 1917 was successful, and the Australians advanced
1,500 metres and captured all their objectives. The 24™ Battalion, used mainly for carrying

supplies and cable laying, nevertheless sustained 90 casualties during the day, including 14
killed.
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One of those killed was Pte Zula, who was laying communications cable when he was hit by
German artillery fire near Bellewaerde Ridge. He was buried where he fell, however, the
original grave was lost after the battle. After the war, his remains and dog tags were
subsequently re-discovered in mid-1920.

Private 735 Reuben Zula was re-interred at the Hooge Crater Cemetery in Zillebeke, Belgium
in June or July 1920.

Name: Zula, Reuben

Service Number 735

Date enlisted 16 March 1915

Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 24™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |10 May 1915
HMAT A14 Euripides

Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 8 months (19/6/1890)

Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Driver

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Zula, Mr George, father, Mercer Street,
Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, height

— 5 feet 4 inches, weight — 9 stone, 4 1bs, chest
measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 24" Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 20 September 1917
Bellewaerde Ridge,
near Ypres, Belgium
Cemetery details Hooge Crater Cemetery

Zillebeke, Belgium
Plot IV, Row B, Grave 6

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on St George’s Anglican Church Roll of
Honour
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Infantry Battalion:
Billets:

Infantry Brigade:

Casualties:

Corps:

Infantry Division:

Enfilade:

Field Artillery Brigade:

Flank:
Light Horse Brigade:

Light Horse Regiment:

Trench Foot/Feet:

Salient:

Shrapnel:

Squadron (AFC):

Squadron (LH):

Taken on Strength:

Glossary

Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and
stables

Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men
at full strength)

Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military
action

Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff
(~18,000 men at full strength)

The position of trenches or troops making them subject to
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to
six) 18-pounder field guns

The left or right side of a body of troops

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet
and cold conditions

An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or
line of defence

Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full
strength)

Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130
men (at full strength)

The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and
accommodating him from that date
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