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Stoker 2nd Class 2707 Charles Alfred Ernest Buse enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN) on 20 February 1913. He completed his basic training at the shore base, HMAS 
Cerberus in Victoria, before being posted to the training ship HMAS Pioneer from 8 August 
1913 – 22 March 1914, where he was promoted to Acting Stoker on 21 February 1914. 

On 23 March 1914, Acting Stoker Buse was posted to HMAS Encounter, a Royal Navy light 
cruiser on loan to the RAN. After war was declared on 5 August, Encounter sailed from 
Sydney and headed north on patrol for German ships thought to be in the area. On 12 August 
her lookouts sighted smoke on the horizon and the captain ordered the ship to action stations. 
Men in the other Australian ships later recalled how they saw Encounter steam off towards 
the smoke “to the sound of the bugle calling her crew to action”.

Unfortunately, the “enemy warship” proved to be the British steamer SS Zambesi, which had 
been commandeered by the German Administrator of Nauru. A shot across the bow of the 
Zambesi brought her to a halt and a boarding party from Encounter went across to the ship, 
which became the first prize captured by the RAN. Onboard they found a quantity of cement 
and steel destined for the wireless station at Rabaul, and two Germans with documents for the 
German Administrator of Rabaul. A prize crew was put aboard the Zambezi, and she sailed 
off to Sydney.

A month later Encounter accompanied the Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force 
operation to capture German New Guinea and its important wireless stations. On 14 
September, Encounter provided covering fire during the advance of the landing force from 
Herbertshöhe to Toma, which made her the first RAN ship to fire in anger. The shellfire was 
described as “having the desired effect” as the Australian forces were met by German troops 
waving a flag of truce. 

Encounter then covered the landing at Madang on 24 September and, in October, she was 
sent to the Fĳi-Samoa area, where Acting Stoker Buse was promoted to Stoker on 19 January 
1915. During a patrol of this region on 25 April 1915, Encounter captured the German sailing 
vessel Elfriede. In August, Encounter’s hull was damaged by a coral reef, and she eventually 
sailed to Singapore for repairs in December, following which she patrolled the Malay 
Archipelago for several weeks in early 1916. Stoker Buse was promoted to Acting Leading 
Stoker on 8 August 1916.

On 12 January 1917, Encounter was ordered to New Zealand to escort a convoy of troopships 
to the Indian Ocean, where responsibility was subsequently handed over to ships from the 
East Indies Station. She then returned to Australia where she undertook patrol duties off the 
Western Australian coast for several months. In late December 1917, Encounter returned to 
Sydney and underwent a major refit. Following the refit, Encounter continued her Australian 
patrols until the end of the war. 

Charles Alfred Ernest Buse
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On 24 November 1918, the Naval Board despatched the cruiser to Fĳi and Samoa on what 
became Australia's first overseas humanitarian assistance operation. Encounter disembarked 
medical stores and a joint Army and Navy relief expedition, then provided valuable aid 
following a severe outbreak of influenza among the Indigenous populations.

Confirmed as a Leading Stoker on 1 April 1919, Charles Buse left the Encounter and was 
transferred to HMAS Penguin, a depot ship permanently berthed at Garden Island, Sydney, 
from 1 May – 13 August. 

Leading Stoker 2717 Charles Alfred Ernest Buse returned to Encounter for three months 
between 21 October 1919 – 27 January 1920 and then transferred to HMAS Cerberus in 
Melbourne, where he was demobilised from the RAN on 29 February 1920.

Name: Buse, Charles Alfred Ernest
Service Number 2707
Date enlisted 20 February 1913
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Stoker 2nd Class
Initial Unit HMAS Cerberus
DOB 30 August 1891
Place of birth Williamstown, Victoria
Marital status Single
Next of kin and address Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, hazel eyes, height – 

5 feet 6 inches
Final Rank Leading Stoker
Final Unit HMAS Encounter
Theatres of war served in Rabaul/New Guinea, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, 

China Station
Fate Returned to Australia
Date discharged 29 February 1920
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes
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Private 7090 Arnold Godfrey Cottee enlisted in the 8th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd Infantry 
Brigade of the 1st Australian Division at Geelong on 29 September 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Plymouth on 29 January 1917, where he 
joined the 2nd (Brigade) Training Battalion at its Durrington Camp.

He left England on 14 May and arrived in France the next day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 8th Battalion, in the line at Bresle, on 28 May 1917. 

The battalion moved north to Belgium in September and participated in the Battle of Menin 
Road on 20 – 21 September 1917, where they achieved all their objectives and captured 300 
Germans and 14 machine guns, at the cost of 229 casualties (29 killed or missing). 

Two weeks later, the battalion was back in action at Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, where 
they again pushed the Germans back and successfully held the captured ground (including 
300 prisoners, four field guns and 11 machine guns) for the loss of 201 battalion casualties.

Pte Cottee was hospitalised at the 3rd Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne with septic 
sores between 21 November – 9 December, and then at 25th General Hospital at Hardelot with 
scabies between 9 January – 3 February 1918. He rejoined the battalion on 26 February.

By late March, the 8th Battalion was in the front line near Warneton, when Pte Cottee was 
gassed on 30 March. He was treated at the 55th General Hospital at Boulogne from 3 – 12 
April then, after a short period of convalescence, rejoined the battalion on 26 May 1918.

In early August, the battalion moved south to the Somme to participate in the upcoming allied 
offensive. The 8th Battalion entered the attack on 9 August and captured the villages of 
Rosieres and Lihons between 9 – 11 August at a cost of 282 men, including 49 killed. 

Arnold Godfrey Cottee

Group portrait of 3rd Platoon, 8th Battalion at a French farm before the Battle of Amiens, 8th August 1918. 
Identified front row, far left is Pte Arnold Cottee.
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Name: Cottee, Arnold Godfrey
Service Number 7090
Date enlisted 29 September 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 8th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 23 November 1916

HMAT A20 Hororata
Previous military service 2 years – 29th Light Horse (CMF)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 3 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Cottee, Mr Henry James (father), 

“Warrain”, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address “Warrain”, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, grey eyes, height 

– 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 4 lbs, chest 
measurement – 35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 8th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 30 March 1918

Warneton, France
Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia 13 July 1919

HT Persic
Date discharged 6 October 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Two weeks later, on 23 August, the battalion took part in the 1st Division’s successful assault 
on Chuignes, for the loss of a further 256 casualties (29 killed). 

Pte Cottee was then granted three weeks leave in England from 18 September – 9 October. 
By the time he returned, the 8th Battalion had already left the line for the last time. He left 
France on 15 May 1919 and embarked for Australia on 13 July. 

Private 7090 Arnold Godfrey Cottee disembarked in Melbourne on 29 August, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 6 October 1919.
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Private (Pte) 4420 William Charles Dunk (standing) enlisted in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in 
the 6th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 17 January 1916. He 
embarked overseas on 29 March and arrived in England a month later. 

He spent a month at the Fargo Military Hospital with haemorrhoids between 16 June – 26 
July and then embarked for France on 16 September, where he was taken on strength of the 
22nd Battalion at Ypres on 5 October 1916. 

During January and February 1917, the battalion moved to the Somme and spent several 
three-day stints in the front line near Gueudecourt and Le Sars, where the trench conditions 
were atrocious, for the loss of 27 casualties (three killed). 

On 24 February, word filtered through that the Germans were in the process of evacuating 
their lines, and the 22nd Battalion was tasked with sending out a patrol east of Le Sars. At 1.00 
am the next day, the patrol moved forward. The battalion diary noted that, “the remarkable 
quietness was extraordinary…and the night was intensely dark and so foggy that keeping 
direction was a most difficult task.” They occupied the German line without incident, but 
later that day were ordered to attack the next line of trenches. As the troops were tired, and 
the ground was still difficult to move across, the attack failed at the cost of 60 casualties.

On 3 May 1917 the 2nd Division, including the 22nd Battalion, attacked and captured a large 
section of the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt, then held fast against fierce German counter 
attacks over several hours. Overall, the 22nd Battalion sustained 438 casualties (174 killed or 
missing) one of whom was Pte Dunk who received a gunshot wound to his head. 

William Charles Dunk
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Evacuated to the 12th General Hospital at Rouen the next day, he was discharged on 22 May 
and rejoined the battalion on 29 May.

The 22nd Battalion moved back to Belgium and into the line at Westhoek Ridge on 16 
September, and it was here on the same day that Pte Dunk sustained a minor shrapnel wound 
to his left wrist during a German artillery bombardment. He was evacuated but after several 
weeks’ convalescence, he rejoined the battalion on 2 November 1917.

Following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22nd Battalion rushed south 
and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, where battalion orders were issued and simply read, 
“There will be no withdrawal. Every bit of ground will be fought for.”

On 19 May 1918, the 6th Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the 
front line around Morlancourt. The 22nd Battalion was heavily involved in the assault which 
was considered a complete success with 330 Germans and 45 machine guns captured. Overall 
battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed). 

By 16 July the battalion had moved to the Aubigny area and while here it was subjected to a 
three-hour German mustard gas bombardment and sustained another 200 casualties.

In reserve for the offensive from Amiens on 8 August, by 18 August the 22nd Battalion, down 
to only 120 riflemen, was ordered to capture the village of Herleville. Not surprisingly, the 
action only partially succeeded, and the battalion lost another 60 men – 19 killed and 41 
wounded. Strengthened by reinforcements, the battalion was again ordered into the line on 27 
August, where they helped advance the line another 1,500 yards east of Cappy, and then 
another 2,000 yards the next day to Black Wood. 

On 31 August the battalion moved to a support position near Clery-sur-Somme, north-west of 
Mont St Quentin. Given its depleted state the 22nd Battalion was the Brigade reserve for the 
Australian assault on 1 September, so the men were mainly involved in carrying duties, after 
which Pte Dunk was granted leave to England between 6 – 25 September.

The battalion then took part in the last action fought by the AIF on the Western Front, the 
Battle of Montbrehain, on 5 October 1918. In a short, but difficult fight, all the objectives 
were achieved by around 10.00 am, for the loss of 87 battalion casualties (22 killed). During 
the night, the battalion left the line for the last time. 

Pte Dunk returned to England on 11 April 1919 and boarded a ship to Australia on 29 May, 
where he disembarked in Melbourne on 22 July.

Private 4420 William Charles Dunk was discharged from the AIF on 5 September 1919.
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Name: Dunk, William Charles
Service Number 4420
Date enlisted 17 January 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 29 March 1916

HMAT RMS Orontes
Previous military service 5 years – Australian Naval Forces (Royal Navy)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 36 years, 2 months (18/10/1879)
Place of birth Port Albert, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Dunk, Mr Frank (father), 

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, height – 5 

feet 7 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 11 lbs, chest 
measurement – 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 3 May 1917

Bullecourt, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to head
Date and place wounded (2) 16 September 1917

Westhoek Ridge, Belgium
Nature of wounds (2) Shrapnel wound to left wrist
Date and ship embarked for Australia 29 May 1919

HT Rio Negro
Date discharged 5 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Queenscliff Methodist Church Roll of 

Honor
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Private (Pte) 5681 Charles Walter Garlick enlisted in the 8th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd

Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division at Geelong on 27 August 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 3 July 1916 and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 2 September, where he 
joined the 2nd (Brigade) Training Battalion at Perham Downs Camp.

He departed England on 20 December and arrived in France two days later, where he 
contracted mumps and was hospitalised at the 18th General Hospital at Camiers from 28 
December – 16 January 1917. Discharged from hospital, he was taken on strength of the 8th

Battalion, in the field at Bazentin le Petit, on 26 January. 

The battalion moved into the line on the right of Bullecourt between 7 – 9 May 1917 where, 
despite being in a purely defensive role, they nevertheless sustained 110 casualties (seven 
killed) during the German counter attacks that ensued.

The battalion then moved north to Belgium in September and participated in the Battle of 
Menin Road on 20 – 21 September 1917, where they achieved all their objectives and 
captured 300 Germans and 14 machine guns, at a cost of 229 casualties (29 killed). 

Two weeks later, the battalion was back in action at Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, where 
they again pushed the Germans back and successfully held the captured ground (including 
300 prisoners, four field guns and 11 machine guns) for the loss of 201 battalion casualties.

Charles Walter Garlick

On the battlefield near Zonnebeke, in the Ypres sector. Two soldiers walk toward a pillbox, 
captured some days earlier by the Australian troops, 24 October 1917.
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The battalion was in the front line on Westhoek Ridge, Belgium between 23 – 27 October, 
during which time they sustained 134 casualties, one of whom was Pte Garlick, who was 
gassed on 26 October 1917, but remained at duty. At the conclusion of Third Ypres, he was 
granted leave in France from 12 – 28 January 1918.

On 17 March 1918, Pte Garlick was transferred and taken on strength of the 1st Divisional 
Signal Company and re-mustered as a Sapper (Spr). 

Signals Companies were tasked with providing communications from divisional headquarters 
to those of subordinate units. Most communications were generally by field telephone, which 
required line to be laid. The line was buried where possible but would often be cut or broken 
by artillery fire and/or road traffic. If this occurred, it would have to be re-laid, which was a 
dangerous task on the battlefield. 

On 5 April, the 1st Division was headed south in response to the Spring Offensive, when news 
of second German break though in the north meant they had to immediately turn around to 
meet it. They made it back just in time to establish defences and help stop the Germans east 
of Hazebrouck between 14 – 18 April. 

The great allied offensive from Amiens commenced on 8 August. The 1st Division joined the 
battle the next day and captured the villages of Rosieres and Lihons between 9 – 11 August, 
then Chuignes, along with 2,000 German prisoners, on 23 August. 

Several weeks later, the 1st and 4th Divisions captured the Hindenburg Outpost Line (in effect 
the old British lines overrun by the Germans in March 1918) and 4,300 prisoners on 18 
September, for the loss of 1,260 casualties. They had fought their last battle and left the line 
the next day.

Spr Garlick was granted leave in England from 21 October – 7 November. He eventually left 
France on 24 April 1919 and embarked for Australia on 16 June.

Sapper 5681 Charles Walter Garlick disembarked in Melbourne on 1 August, where he was 
subsequently discharged from the AIF as Medically Unfit on 24 January 1920.
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Private (Pte) 960 Arthur William Garner enlisted in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 10 February 1915. He was 
promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 1 May and embarked overseas on 10 May. He 
disembarked in Egypt about four weeks later.

L Cpl Garner left Egypt on 30 August and landed on Gallipoli on 5 September. The next day, 
the 22nd Battalion entered the line in the Lone Pine sector, which was deemed a “quiet” part 
of the front by that stage, as most of the fighting continued to the north.

L Cpl Garner became ill and was evacuated from Gallipoli on 24 September. Diagnosed with 
rheumatic fever, he was treated at St John’s Hospital on Malta between 2 October – 7 January 
1916.

He returned to Egypt on 11 January, where he was admitted to the No. 1 Australian General 
Hospital at Heliopolis for three weeks. 

He embarked for Australia on 3 March and disembarked in Melbourne on 30 March.

Lance Corporal 960 Arthur William Garner was discharged from the AIF as medically unfit 
on 6 August 1916.

Arthur William Garner
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Name: Garner, Arthur William 
Service Number 960
Date enlisted 10 February 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private 
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 May 1915

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 1 month (20/2/1897)
Place of birth Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Joiner
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Garner, Mr William (father), 

21 Normanby Street, Moonee Ponds, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia 21 Normanby Street, Moonee Ponds, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, height 

– 5 feet 8 ¾ inches, weight – 10 stone, 7 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 3 March 1916

HT Argyllshire
Date discharged 6 August 1916
Nature of discharge Medically unfit (rheumatic fever)
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also served in WW2 (V80401)
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Lance Sergeant (L Sgt) 411 George Godfrey Garner enlisted in the 7th Infantry Battalion in 
the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division at Essendon on 17 August 1914. He 
embarked overseas on 19 October and disembarked in Egypt on 6 December. 

On 5 April 1915, the 7th Battalion embarked for the island of Lemnos, where they practiced 
disembarking from the ship and climbing the local hills each day. On the night of 24 April, 
the troopships departed Mudros Harbour and sailed for Gallipoli.

At 5 am on 25 April 1915 the battalion disembarked from their transports into smaller boats 
and were towed toward the beaches. The 7th Battalion landed as part of the second wave and 
found the beach crowded with troops and wounded men. 

Between 25 – 29 April, the 7th Battalion alone lost 541 men, including 297 killed or missing. 
One of those wounded during this period was L Sgt Garner, who sustained gunshot wounds to 
his chest and face on the first day. He was evacuated to Egypt, where he was admitted to the 
1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis on 29 April. 

Discharged from hospital, he left Egypt on 3 July and rejoined the 7th Battalion at Gallipoli on 
10 July, where he was also promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) the same day.

Just three days’ later, while on duty at Steele’s Post, Sgt Garner sustained multiple shrapnel 
wounds to his legs, face and body during a Turkish artillery bombardment on 13 July. He was 
evacuated to the beach and embarked on HMHS Gascon, where he died of his wounds 
enroute to Egypt the next day, and was buried at sea.

Sergeant 411 George Godfrey Garner is remembered on Panel 28 of the Lone Pine Memorial, 
Gallipoli.

George Godfrey Garner
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Name: Garner, George Godfrey
Service Number 411
Date enlisted 17 August 1914
Place enlisted Essendon, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Lance Sergeant
Initial Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 October 1914

HMAT A20 Hororata
Previous military service 3 years – 5th Regiment (CMF)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years, 4 months (2/4/1891)
Place of birth Terang, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Carpenter & joiner
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Garner, Mr William (father), 

21 Normanby Street, Moonee Ponds, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia 21 Normanby Street, Moonee Ponds, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 10 inches, weight – 11 stone, 2 lbs, chest 
measurement – 35/37 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 25 April 1915

Gallipoli
Nature of wounds Gunshot wounds to chest and face
Date and place wounded (2) 13 July 1915

Steele’s Post, Gallipoli
Nature of wounds (2) Shrapnel wounds to legs, face and body
Date and place died 14 July 1915

At sea on board HMHS Gascon
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 28 of the 

Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes



16

Sapper (Spr) 3042 Christian Freeman Hansen enlisted in the 5th Field Company Engineers (5th

FCE) in the 5th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Queenscliff on 12 July 1915. 
He embarked overseas on 24 November and disembarked in Egypt about five weeks later. 

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

The field company embarked for France on 17 March 1916 and arrived in Marseilles on 23 
March, then entrained north to the Hazebrouck region for training. On 27 July, the 5th FCE 
men were working in a sunken road trench at Contalmaison, near Pozieres, when they came 
under heavy German artillery fire. Spr Hansen was gassed during the barrage, one of 20 
engineers wounded. 

He was admitted to the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples the next day, and then to the 
26th General Hospital, also in Etaples, on 15 August 1916. A week later, on 24 August, he 
departed for England, where he was admitted to the York Military Hospital later the same 
day. He was discharged from hospital on 21 September and granted furlough in England from 
22 September – 8 October 1916. He returned to France on 27 December, where he rejoined 
the 5th FCE, in the field at Ribemont, on 3 January 1917. 

The 5th FCE were quite active in March 1917 after the Germans had withdrawn to their new 
Hindenburg Line defences and spent several weeks clearing German trenches and dugouts for 
their new occupants. 

Christian Freeman Hansen
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Between 3 – 8 May 1917, the company assisted the 5th Brigade during and after their assault 
at Second Bullecourt, reinforcing command posts and dugouts and constructing new 
defences, at a cost of 35 casualties (five killed). Spr Hansen was re-mustered as a Driver 
(Dvr) on 16 July 1917, which meant he drove a team of horses or mules. The field company 
was also very active during September – October 1917 as the front line moved forward 
several km during Third Ypres. 

Dvr Hansen was granted leave to England between 14 – 31 December, and then a week’s 
leave to Paris from 18 – 27 February 1918. 

After the German Spring Offensive from late March 1918, Dvr Hansen and his unit moved 
south to Baizieux on 9 April 1918, where they constructed defences, wired communication 
trenches and gas-proofed dugouts. 

On 19 May 1918, the 5th Field Company Engineers supported the 5th and 6th Infantry Brigades 
during their successful attack on Ville-sur-Ancre. They laid “jumping off” tapes for the 
infantry during the night and kept communication trenches open during the attack.

The allied armies commenced their Amiens offensive on 8 August 1918 and the engineer 
units followed the infantry to clear up the battlefield, salvage equipment and fill in shell 
craters and trenches. There was even one instance during an examination of an enemy dugout 
beneath a road at Bayonvillers where five German officers and a raft of documents and maps 
were captured. 

On 1 October the engineers moved forward to Bellicourt and spent the night camped in the 
southern end of the St Quentin Canal tunnel. Early on 3 October they laid out “jumping off” 
tape for the 5th Infantry Brigade’s attack at Estrees and Joncourt the same day. They left the 
front line for the last time on 5 October 1918.

Following the signing of the Armistice, Dvr Hansen was granted leave to Rome on 15 
November. At some stage while on leave, Dvr Hansen contracted influenza and was 
transported back to France, where he was admitted to the Stationary Hospital in Paris on 2 
December. 

Driver 3042 Christian Freeman Hansen died of his illness on 7 December 1918 and was later 
buried at the City of Paris Cemetery at Pantin, France.
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Name: Hansen, Christian Freeman
Service Number 3042
Date enlisted 12 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 5th Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 24 November 1915

HMAT A40 Ceramic
Previous military service? Citizen Military Forces – two years
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 8 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Carpenter/Boat Builder
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hansen, Mr Andrew Peter (father),

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 ½ lbs, chest 
measurement – 36 ½ inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 5th Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of illness (Influenza)
Date and place wounded 27 July 1916

Contalmaison, France
Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and place died 7 December 1918

Stationary Hospital, 
Paris, France

Cemetery details City of Paris Cemetery, 
Pantin, France. 
Plot 6, Row 19, Grave 15

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Point Lonsdale War Memorial and 

the St George’s Anglican Church Queenscliff Roll of 
Honour.
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Private (Pte) 422 Duncan Hutchins enlisted in the 40th Infantry Battalion in the 10th Infantry 
Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Claremont, Tasmania on 9 February 1916. He 
embarked overseas on 1 July and disembarked at Devonport, England on 22 August, where 
he was admitted to the Fargo Military Hospital with influenza on 26 August.

He embarked for France on 20 December, where he was hospitalised at the 26th General 
Hospital at Etaples with a fever from 24 December – 1 January 1917. He was hospitalised 
again at Etaples with scabies between 3 – 20 February and then, after two months training 
and conditioning, he was taken on strength of the 40th Battalion at Armentieres, on 16 April.

The battalion moved north to Belgium in early June in preparation for the attack on Messines 
Ridge on 7 June. At 3.10 am, 19 massive mines detonated under the German lines and the 
allies attacked and captured the ground in what was considered a well-planned attack, during 
which the 40th Battalion suffered 317 casualties (46 killed).

The battalion moved to the Zonnebeke area on 2 October in preparation for an attack on 
Broodseinde Ridge. The assault began at 6.00 am on the morning of 4 October 1917 and, 
despite heavy casualties, was considered a success. The 40th Battalion, tasked with securing 
the final objective being the ridge itself, suffered 247 casualties (50 killed), or around 40% of 
its starting compliment.

The battalion’s next action, an attack on the village of Passchendaele on 12 October 1917, 
was a disaster. The soldiers were subjected to German artillery fire while they waited then, 
once the attack commenced, were pinned by machine gun fire, and hindered by deep mud, so 
made no headway at all, at a cost to the 40th Battalion of another 241 casualties (79 killed).

Pte Hutchins was hospitalised at the 10th Field Ambulance with scabies and impetigo from 11 
– 26 February 1918, and then again with influenza between 30 May – 28 June. 

Duncan Hutchins

Duncan Hutchins grave in Queenscliff Cemetery, Point Lonsdale
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Name: Hutchins, Duncan
Service Number 422
Date enlisted 9 February 1916
Place enlisted Claremont, Tasmania
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 40th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 1 July 1916

HMAT A35 Berrima
Stated age/DOB (if known) 27 years, 3 months
Place of birth Marcus Hill, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Bushman
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Hutchins, Mr James (father), 

GPO Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 7 inches, weight – 9 stone, 9 lbs
Final Rank Private
Final Unit 40th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 18 January 1919

HT Ulysses
Date discharged 21 April 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 1921

He was granted two week’s leave to England from 14 July but failed to return to the battalion 
by the due date of 29 July. He eventually returned to camp (in England) on 9 August, where 
he was awarded the forfeit of 24 days’ pay. 

Pte Hutchins never returned to France because while on leave, he contracted venereal disease 
and was later admitted to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 13 August. 
He remained there for the next four months and was discharged on 9 December 1918.

He developed complications from his ailment and, deemed unfit for further military service, 
he embarked for Australia on 18 January 1919.

Private 422 Duncan Hutchins disembarked in Hobart on 6 March, where he was discharged 
from the AIF as Medically Unfit on 21 April 1919.
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Private (Pte) 836 James Hutchins enlisted in the 29th Battalion in Queenscliff on 12 July 
1915. He embarked overseas on 10 November and disembarked in Egypt on 7 December, 
where he was subsequently transferred and taken on strength of the 5th Pioneer Battalion in 
the 5th Australian Division on 3 March 1916. Each of the five Australian divisions had a 
Pioneer Battalion, essentially infantry but also tasked with light engineering duties, attached 
to them.

The 5th Pioneers left Egypt on 19 June 1916 and arrived at Marseilles on 25 June, where they 
entrained for Hazebrouck, a rail junction near the Belgian border. They travelled south to 
Fleurbaix on 10 July where they buried communication cables and constructed a light railway 
system to facilitate the more efficient movement of supplies.

The 5th Pioneers, while not required to directly engage in combat during the Battle of 
Fromelles on 19 July 1916, were however required to salvage equipment, under fire, from the 
battlefield and to bury their dead 5th Division comrades in the days immediately following.

During the Second Battle of Bullecourt, the battalion came under direct German artillery fire 
and sustained 35 casualties, including 12 killed, while constructing a light railway track from 
Vaulx to Noreuil on 9 – 10 May 1917.

Private Hutchins enjoyed leave in France from 5 – 18 August, after which the battalion 
moved north to Belgium in mid-September, where they constructed a field dressing station 
and numerous duckboard tracks around the time of the 5th Division’s involvement at Polygon 
Wood on 26 September, for the loss of anther 48 casualties (8 killed).

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, the battalion received orders to 
move south on 26 March 1918. They arrived at Arqueves three days later, and then Blangy-
Tronville on 5 April, but the German offensive had petered out by then, so they were mainly 
involved in improving defences and constructing dugouts for several weeks. Pte Hutchins 
was hospitalised with a fever from 20 – 27 June and rejoined the battalion on 1 July. 

Following the allies Amiens offensive on 8 August, the 5th Pioneers followed behind the 
infantry and repaired roads and filled shell holes to ensure that artillery and supplies could 
keep up with the attacking troops, after which Pte Hutchins was granted leave in England 
from 29 August – 15 September.

On 29 September, the 3rd and 5th Divisions, plus two American divisions, attacked and 
breached the main German defences at Bellicourt. The 5th Pioneers followed the Americans 
and constructed temporary roads behind them as they advanced, which ensured the 
unhindered movement of supplies. The battalion sustained 88 casualties (seven killed) and 
left the line for the last time three days later.

Pte Hutchins contracted influenza and was hospitalised at Abbeville from 29 November – 12 
December, then sent to England where he was admitted to the City of Middlesex War 
Hospital between 13 December – 21 January 1919, then granted leave.

James Hutchins
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Name: Hutchins, James
Service Number 836
Date enlisted 12 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 November 1915

HMAT A11 Ascanius
Stated age/DOB (if known) 26 years, 8 months
Place of birth Marcus Hill, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hutchins, Mrs Blanche Lilian (wife), 

Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, height 

– 5 feet 4 inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 lbs, chest 
measurement – 34/38 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 5th Pioneer Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 8 July 1919

HT Friedrichsruh
Date discharged 27 February 1920
Nature of discharge At Own Request
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also served in WW2 (V379437)

While on leave he contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the 1st Australian 
Dermatological Hospital at Bulford from 7 February – 20 June 1919, after which he 
embarked for Australia on 8 July.

Private 836 James Hutchins disembarked in Melbourne on 1 September, where he was 
discharged from the AIF at his own request on 27 February 1920.
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Private (Pte) 384 Rupert George Jordan enlisted with the 1st Remount Unit in Melbourne on 
27 September 1915, aged almost 48 years. He embarked overseas on 12 November.

When the Light Horse left for Gallipoli in May 1915, they left men behind to train and take 
care of the horses. To free them up to rejoin their regiments, two remount units were 
subsequently formed in September. The maximum age for enlistment was 50, and the units 
contained a high proportion of Boer War veterans and expert horsemen. 

Rupert George Jordan

A member of the Remount Unit taming a “new arrival” in Egypt.

By the time the two remount units arrived in Egypt though, the evacuation of Gallipoli was 
imminent. Accordingly, at the end of March 1916, they were reduced by half. 

Pte Jordan contracted influenza and was hospitalised at the 3rd Australian General Hospital at 
Abbassia from 13 August – 27 September, when he rejoined the Remount Unit. 

In October, the remounts were further reduced and became a single Australian Remount Unit, 
after which Pte Jordan was attached to the Details Camp at Moascar until 27 November. Two 
days later, he was transferred and taken on strength of the AIF Canteens unit based in Cairo. 

On 6 June 1917, Pte Jordan was hospitalised at the 26th Stationary Hospital in Cairo with 
debility between 7 June – 27 July, then rejoined his unit the next day. He spent another month 
in hospital in Cairo from 1 – 29 October, but there is no reason given in his service record.

After the war ended, Pte Jordan’s canteen unit embarked for Gallipoli on 27 November. He 
remained there, possibly in support of the grave’s registration unit, until he returned to Egypt 
on 10 May 1919.
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Name: Jordan, Rupert George
Service Number 384
Date enlisted 27 September 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 1st Remount Unit
Date and ship embarked for overseas 12 November 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service 3 years Garrison Artillery (c 1889)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 47 years, 9 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Jordan, Mrs Elizabeth (mother), 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height – 5 

feet 9 ¾ inches, weight – 11 stone, 5 lbs, chest 
measurement – 34/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit AIF Canteens
Theatres of war served in Egypt
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 15 June 1919

HT Essex
Date discharged 16 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Point Lonsdale War Memorial

Private 384 Rupert George Jordan embarked for Australia on 15 June and disembarked in 
Melbourne on 27 July, where he was formally discharged from the AIF on 16 September 
1919, aged almost 52 years.
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Private (Pte) 3807 Arthur Horman Joy enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th Infantry 
Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Geelong on 8 June 1916. He embarked overseas on 
19 September and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 14 November, where he joined the 
8th (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He departed England on 16 January 1917 and arrived in France the next day, where he was 
taken on strength of the 29th Battalion, in the field at Montauban, on 21 January. On 23 March 
1917, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29th Battalion held off a 
strong German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties amounting to 29 killed 
and 105 wounded or missing. 

Pte Joy attended the 5th (British) Army Trench Mortar School between 2 – 13 May and was 
promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 20 August.

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5th Division’s assault 
on Polygon Wood on 26 September 1917. Despite heavy losses (46 killed and 205 wounded 
or missing in the 29th Battalion alone), all the objectives were taken, and the ground held 
against six German counter attacks over the following 24 hours. 

At the conclusion of Third Ypres, the 29th Battalion remained in the Messines and Ypres area 
throughout early 1918, during which time L Cpl Joy was granted leave in England from 30 
January – 19 February. 

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, in late March 1918 the 5th

Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29th

Battalion moved into reserve near Cachy (supporting the British 18th Division) and then to 
Corbie where they remained as 8th Brigade reserve for the rest of the month.

Arthur Horman Joy

Plaque at Altona Memorial Park
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The battalion moved into the front line near Morlancourt on 17 July, and it was here on the 
night of 28 – 29 July that they conducted a raid (at bayonet point) on the German trenches. 
The raid was a success with many of the enemy reported killed and the trench captured, along 
with 23 Germans and six machine guns, for the loss of 100 casualties (14 killed) of their own. 

On 8 August 1918, during the second phase of the allied offensive at Amiens, the 5th 
Australian Division, including the 29th Battalion, moved “through” the resting 3rd Division 
and advanced the line another 3 km. 

The attack continued the next day, and the battalion captured the village of Vauvillers for the 
loss of 95 men. One of those casualties was L Cpl Joy, who sustained gunshot wounds that 
fractured his right leg. 

He was evacuated to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne on 12 August and from 
there via hospital ship to England a few days later, where he was admitted to the Cambridge 
Military Hospital at Aldershot from 16 August – 18 September 1918. 

After his discharge from hospital, he was granted two weeks’ leave in England between 16 – 
30 November, and then embarked for Australia on 4 January 1919.

Lance Corporal 3807 Arthur Horman Joy disembarked in Melbourne on 20 February, where 
he was discharged from the AIF as medically unfit (due to wounds) on 30 March 1919.
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Name: Joy, Arthur Horman
Service Number 3807
Date enlisted 8 June 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 September 1916

HMAT A73 Commonwealth
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 3 months
Place of birth Ballarat, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Printer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Joy, Mrs Emma (mother), 

138 Maude Street, Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address 138 Maude Street, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 6 inches, weight – 9 stone, 4 lbs, chest 
measurement – 36 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 9 August 1918

Vauvillers, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wounds to right leg (fractured)
Date and ship embarked for Australia 4 January 1919

HT Morvada
Date discharged 30 March 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 19/7/1965.

Also listed on the Queenscliff Methodist Church 
Honor Roll, Newtown Methodist Church Honor 
Roll and the Yarra Street Methodist Church Choir 
Honor Roll
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Private (Pte) 2709 John Cranston Lawrence enlisted in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Queenscliff on 10 July 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 27 October and disembarked in Egypt in late November, where he spent five 
weeks at the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital in Cairo with a poisoned hand from 26 January – 6 March 
1916. He then spent a week at the No. 1 Australian Stationary Hospital at Moascar between 
21 – 28 April, after contracting dysentery. 

While his service record is not entirely clear, at some point after that, Pte Lawrence left Egypt 
and joined the 6th (Brigade) Training Battalion at its Rollestone Camp in England. He 
departed for France on 25 July and was taken on strength of the 22nd Battalion, in the field at 
Warloy, on 10 August 1916. 

On 22 August, the 2nd Australian Division, including the 22nd Battalion, entered the line in 
front of Mouquet Farm, a heavily fortified enemy structure that had already held up the 
advance in front of Pozieres for several weeks. The 2nd Division attacked on 26 August and 
was repulsed with the loss of over 1,200 casualties. Although held in reserve, 22nd Battalion 
casualties totalled 44, one of whom was Pte Lawrence, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his 
leg and back. 

He was evacuated to the 24th General Hospital at Etaples on 30 August, then to the 6th

Convalescent Depot, also at Etaples on 29 September. He eventually rejoined the 22nd

Battalion, in the field at Buire, on 31 October. Not long after, on 15 November, Pte Lawrence 
was diagnosed with trench feet, a painful condition that was a direct result of the atrocious 
conditions in the trenches at the time. 

John Cranston Lawrence
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He was initially evacuated to hospital in Rouen, and then transferred via hospital ship to the 
1st Southern General Hospital in Birmingham, where he remained from 21 November 1916 – 
14 March 1917. After a further seven weeks convalescence at various camps, Pte Lawrence 
was transferred to the newly formed 67th Battalion on 4 May 1917. He trained with this 
battalion in England for the next four months, before it was disbanded to provide general 
reinforcements. He returned to France on 10 October and rejoined the 22nd Battalion, then in 
the field near Steenvoorde, on 14 October 1917.

Following news of the German Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22nd Battalion 
moved south and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, although the main offensive had petered 
out by that stage.

On the night of 19 May 1918, the 6th Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to 
straighten out the front line around Morlancourt. The 22nd Battalion was heavily involved in 
the assault which was considered a complete success, with 330 Germans and 45 machine 
guns captured. Overall 22nd Battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed). 

One of those wounded was Pte Lawrence, who sustained a gunshot wound to his abdomen on 
20 May. He was evacuated to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station at Vignacourt but eventually 
succumbed to his wounds on 21 May 1918.

Private 2709 John Cranston Lawrence was later buried at the Vignacourt British Cemetery in 
France.

Pte John Cranston Lawrence’s grave at Vignacourt British Cemetery,
Vignacourt, France.
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Name: Lawrence, John Cranston
Service Number 2709
Date enlisted 10 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 October 1915

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years, 11 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Lawrence, Mr Samuel (father), 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 9 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 26 August 1916

Mouquet Farm, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to right leg & back
Date and place wounded (2) 20 May 1918

Ville sur Ancre, France
Nature of wounds (2) Gunshot wound to abdomen
Date and place died 21 May 1918

61st Casualty Clearing Station,
Vignacourt, France

Cemetery details Vignacourt British Cemetery, 
Vignacourt, France. 
Plot II, Row B, Grave 8

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 

Honor
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Private (Pte) 4850 John George Leslie enlisted in the 5th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd Infantry 
Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Melbourne on 20 November 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 7 March 1916 and disembarked in Egypt in mid-April, where joined the 2nd

(Brigade) Training Battalion.

He embarked for France on 9 May and disembarked at Marseilles on 17 May, where he was 
taken on strength of the 5th Battalion, in the field at Bonneville, on 30 July 1916, one of 42 
reinforcements that arrived that day. 

After a short spell, the 5th Battalion moved to Pozieres on 14 August and slowly advanced 
towards the heavily fortified Mouquet Farm, however the Germans held firm. After a week, 
the battalion left the line on 21 August having sustained 198 casualties (36 killed), one of 
whom was Pte Leslie, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his left leg and shell shock.

He was evacuated to the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples between 23 August – 10 
September and rejoined the battalion at Ouderdom on 29 September. 

Pte Leslie was hospitalised at Rouen with a skin complaint between 4 March – 18 April 1917 
and rejoined the battalion on 10 May, where he was promoted to Lance Corporal on 13 May. 

On 14 September, the battalion moved north to Belgium, and then to Zillebeke on 19 
September. At 2.30 am on the morning of 20 September 1917 the battalion moved to their 
starting point near Glencorse Wood where, at 5.40 am, they attacked. Considered a success, 
victory at the Battle of Menin Road nevertheless came at a heavy cost, and the 5th Battalion 
alone sustained 279 casualties, including 96 killed or missing. 

Between 1 – 8 October 1917 the 5th Battalion manned the line east of Zonnebeke Cemetery 
and, although not directly involved in the assault on Broodseinde Ridge, nevertheless 
sustained 173 casualties during this period – mostly due to German artillery bombardments. 

John George Leslie MM
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Between 15 October – 15 December, L Cpl Leslie was admitted to the 39th General Hospital 
at le Havre with venereal disease, during which time he was also awarded the Military Medal 
on 31 October 1917. The citation read:

“During the operations east of YPRES on 20/23rd September 1917, L/Cpl LESLIE 
brought his section complete to the trenches without loss. During the bombardment on 
the evening of the 21st a shell burst close by him and buried two men. In spite of heavy 
shelling he dug them out.”

Following his discharge from hospital, L Cpl Leslie rejoined the battalion on 23 December. 
On 1 February 1918, he was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) and attended the Corps School at 
Aveluy from 24 February – 13 March. He then enjoyed two weeks leave in England from 15 
– 31 March 1918.

In mid-April 1918, the 5th Battalion was held in reserve during the 1st Division’s defence of 
Hazebrouck, after which they remained in the area for the next few months. The battalion was 
manning the front line near Strazeele in early July when Cpl Leslie sustained a shrapnel 
wound to his right thigh on 9 July. He was initially evacuated to the 2nd Canadian Stationary 
Hospital from 11 – 14 July and from there via hospital ship to England, where he was 
admitted to the Central Military Hospital at Weymouth between 15 July – 19 October.

He never fully recovered from his wounds and embarked for Australia on 12 December 1918.

Corporal 4850 John George Leslie disembarked in Melbourne on 1 February, where he was 
discharged from the AIF as medically unfit on 11 March 1919.
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Name: Leslie, John George
Service Number 4850
Date enlisted 20 November 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 5th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 7 March 1916

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 6 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Leslie, Mr John Miller (father), 

Noorinbee via Orbost, Victoria
Permanent address Noorinbee via Orbost, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, height 

– 5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 4 lbs, chest 
measurement – 34/37 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 5th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 20 August 1916

Mouquet Farm, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to left leg & shell shock
Date and place wounded (2) 9 July 1918

Strazeele, France
Nature of wounds (2) Shrapnel wound to right thigh
Date and ship embarked for Australia 12 December 1918

HT Nestor
Date discharged 11 March 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals Military Medal, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 17/3/1958.

Also listed on Cann River Honor Roll
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Sapper (Spr) 6026 Norman McKee enlisted in the Tunnelling Companies (Coy) 
reinforcements at Claremont, Tasmania on 9 September 1916. He embarked overseas on 25 
October and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 28 December, where he joined the 
Australian Details Camp at Perham Downs.

He departed England on 28 January 1917 and arrived in France the next day, where he joined 
the 1st ANZAC Entrenching Battalion on 8 February. This was a training battalion which 
generally worked much closer to the front line than others. 

Spr McKee was then transferred and taken on strength of the 3rd Tunnelling Company, in the 
field near Lens, on 4 May 1917, where they were mainly involved in the reconstruction of 
roads following the Battle of Arras. On 12 July, just days after the Germans had ignited a 
mine near the 3rd Tunnelling Coy lines, the Australian sappers entered the German gallery 
system and planted their own mines, which they blew on 27 July and effectively ended all 
German tunnelling efforts in the area. 

The 3rd Tunnelling Coy contributed investigation parties prior to the major Canadian assault 
on Hill 70 at Lens on 15 August, with many enemy dugouts, machine gun nests and mortar 
emplacements located and catalogued prior to the battle, for the loss of only two wounded. 

Spr McKee was evacuated sick on 25 September and admitted to the 22nd Casualty Clearing 
Station with a facial abscess, and he rejoined the unit near Lens on 1 October. 

In early April 1918, a detachment of the 3rd Tunnelling Coy was operating around 
Armentieres, undertaking defensive works and constructing machine gun and artillery 
emplacements. 

In the aftermath of a new German offensive in the north, on 10 April this group of 40 
tunnellers found themselves attached to a composite infantry battalion, comprising pioneers, 
engineers and tunnellers, under the command of the British 34th Division. As dawn broke, the 
Germans came into view and battle raged all day. At 7.30 pm the British units commenced a 
general retirement and so the composite battalion followed. 

The next day, 11 April, the remaining tunnellers formed a special platoon that was attached to 
the 12th Suffolk Regiment, and again they helped to hold the line for much of that day. They 
were finally relieved on 12 April by men of the 1st Australian Division, which had just arrived 
after rushing back from the Somme. The tunnellers’ ordeal cost them 12 casualties.

The 3rd Tunnelling Coy, which was part of the 5th British Army, had little to do with the allies’ 
Amiens offensive on the Somme, but by late September the signs of a general German 
withdrawal had become evident. During October the tunnellers were involved in following 
the retreating Germans and de-activating booby traps and destroying tank traps so the allied 
advance could continue. While undertaking such work, Spr McKee was gassed on 8 October. 
He was evacuated to the 47th British Field Ambulance for treatment, then discharged to the 5th

Army Rest Camp from 20 October – 4 December, when he rejoined his unit.

Norman McKee
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He was granted leave in France from 19 December – 6 January 1919, then sailed for England 
on 28 April.

Sapper 6026 Norman McKee embarked for Australia on 19 June and disembarked in 
Melbourne on 5 August, where he was discharged from the AIF on 13 September 1919.

Name: McKee, Norman
Service Number 6026
Date enlisted 9 September 1916
Place enlisted Claremont, Tasmania
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit Tunnelling Companies
Date and ship embarked for overseas 25 October 1916

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Stated age/DOB (if known) 28 years, 4 months
Place of birth Melbourne, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Miner
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Tomlinson, Mrs (mother), 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Queenstown, Tasmania
Appearance Brownish complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 10 stone, chest 
measurement – 36/41 inches

Final Rank Sapper
Final Unit 3rd Tunnelling Company
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 8 October 1918

France
Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia 19 June 1919

HT Miltiades
Date discharged 13 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 4/11/1963
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Gunner (Gnr) Alexander Milne enlisted in the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 1st 
Australian Division in Sydney on 12 February 1917. He embarked overseas on 5 November 
and disembarked in Egypt on 12 December, where he spent a week in hospital at Suez with 
influenza from 14 – 21 December.

He departed Egypt on 2 January 1918 and disembarked in Taranto, Italy on 13 January, where 
he entrained for Cherbourg, France. From there he sailed across the English Channel and 
arrived in Southampton on 24 January, where he joined the Reserve Brigade Australian 
Artillery later the same day.

At the completion of his training, he left England on 8 April and landed in France the next 
day, where he was taken on strength of the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade, in the field at 
Franvillers, on 14 April 1918. While there, they provided fire support for the 6th Brigade’s 
capture on Ville sur Ancre on 19 May for the loss of two wounded. 

The 1st Division moved south in early August in preparation for the Amiens offensive, which 
began with a massive artillery bombardment and involved all the Australian field brigades. 
The attack was a success and as the infantry moved eastwards, the field artillery brigades 
followed in support. By 10 August the brigade was in Harbonnieres and fired in support of 
the Australian capture of Lihons the next day. 

On 2 September the brigade provided fire support for the 2nd Division’s attack on Mont St 
Quentin, then supported the 1st Division’s assault on the Hindenburg Outpost Line on 18 
September. 

Gnr Milne contracted influenza on 27 September and was evacuated to le Havre, where he 
was hospitalised at the 2nd General Hospital from 29 September – 2 October. He spent a 
month at a convalescent depot from 3 October – 5 November and rejoined his unit on 15 
November.

He was granted leave in England between 24 March – 12 April 1919, after which he sailed 
from France for the last time on 5 May and embarked for Australia on 20 June.

Gunner 36644 Alexander Milne disembarked in Melbourne on 6 August, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 29 August 1919.

Alexander Milne
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Name: Milne, Alexander 
Service Number 36644
Date enlisted 12 February 1917
Place enlisted Sydney, NSW
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit 3rd Field Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 5 November 1917

HMAT A15 Port Sydney
Previous military service 18 months – 41st Battalion (CMF)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 7 months
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Student
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Milne, Mr David Anderson (father), 

c/- Strachan, Murray, Shannon & Co, 
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 7 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 3rd Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 20 June 1919

HT Konig Frederich August
Date discharged 29 August 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Newtown All Saints Church 

Honor Roll



38

Boer War veteran Frank Milne was commissioned as a Captain (Chaplain 4th Class) in the 
Australian Army Chaplains Department in Melbourne on 24 November 1915, aged 50, and 
embarked overseas two days later. He arrived in Egypt about four weeks later, where he was 
appointed as a chaplain at the 17th General Hospital at Alexandria.

Captain Milne sailed from Egypt on 6 June 1916 and disembarked at Marseilles on 13 June, 
where he was attached as a chaplain with the 9th Infantry Battalion in France on 17 June. He 
remained with this battalion through the horrors of Pozieres and Mouquet Farm from late July 
to early September, and then the harsh northern winter of 1916-17.

He left the 9th Battalion and sailed for England on 22 January 1917, where he was attached as 
a chaplain to the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford from 25 January.

At some stage he became ill (details unknown) and was hospitalised at Cobham Hall on 22 
August. Not long afterwards, on 10 September he departed for Australia. 

Captain (Chaplain 4th Class) Frank Milne disembarked in Melbourne in mid-October, where 
his appointment in the AIF was terminated on medical grounds (deafness) on 14 December 
1917.

Frank Milne
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Name: Milne, Frank
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 24 November 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Captain (Chaplain 4th Class)
Initial Unit Australian Army Chaplain’s Department
Date and ship embarked for overseas 26 November 1915

HMAT A73 Commonwealth
Previous military service Chaplain – 4th Battalion, 

Australian Commonwealth Horse, 
Boer War

Stated age/DOB (if known) 50 years, 3 months (25/8/1865)
Place of birth United Kingdom
Marital status Married
Occupation Minister of Religion
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Milne, Mrs JS (wife), 

42 Avenue, Royal Park, Victoria
Permanent address 42 Avenue, Royal Park, Victoria
Appearance Height – 5 feet 11 inches, weight – 12 stone, 12 lbs, 

chest measurement – 42 inches
Final Rank Captain (Chaplain 4th Class)
Final Unit Australian Army Chaplain’s Department
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 10 September 1917

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Date discharged 14 December 1917
Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated 

(Medically Unfit – deafness)
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 17 September 1948
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Julius (Judy) Patching

Private (Pte) 373 Julius Patching enlisted in the 10th Machine Gun Company in Melbourne on 
25 July 1916. He embarked overseas on 20 October and disembarked in Devonport, England, 
via Sierra Leone, on 28 December, where he joined the Machine Gun Details Camp.

On 13 February 1917, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 4th Machine Gun 
Company (MG Coy) in the 4th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Australian Division at Perham 
Downs. He left England on 7 September and arrived in France the next day, where he joined 
the 4th MG Coy in the field at Verchin. MG Companies were equipped with 16 Vickers 
medium machine guns, which were mounted on tripods and served by crews of between three 
and six. They were not easily portable and were generally used in prepared, fixed positions.

The 4th MG Coy moved into the line east of Ypres on 23 September and participated in the 
Battle of Polygon Wood on 26 September. They left the line on 29 September, having 
sustained 23 casualties (nine killed). Pte Patching was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) 
on 27 November 1917.

As a result of the German breakthrough on the Somme, the company was placed on alert for a 
move at short notice on 21 March 1918. They moved south on 25 March and entered the 
village of Hebuterne later the next day. The Germans attacked in force at noon on 27 March, 
but the line held. Over the next seven days, the 4th Brigade, including the 4th MG Coy, 
repulsed several more German attacks and ultimately held the village, where they remained 
until May. During this period the designation of the company also changed to 4th Machine 
Gun Battalion.

The battalion moved to Vaire Wood in early July and participated in the Battle of le Hamel on 
4 July, where they fired 10,000 rounds and sustained 13 casualties. They also took part in the 
allies’ major offensive from Amiens on 8 August, for the loss of another 19 casualties. 

L Cpl Patching was granted leave in England from 13 September – 1 October, by which time 
the battalion had already left the line for the last time. 

He was detached to 4th Division Headquarters from 14 – 28 October and then embarked for 
England on 6 March 1919, where he was granted special leave from 20 March – 1 August to 
learn livestock management on the island of Jersey. 

Lance Corporal 373 Julius Patching embarked for Australia on 2 August and disembarked in 
Melbourne on 22 September, where he was discharged from the AIF on 6 November 1919.
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Name: Patching, Julius (Judy)
Service Number 373
Date enlisted 25 July 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 10th Machine Gun Company
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 October 1916

HMAT A17 Port Lincoln
Previous military service 69th Battalion – CMF 
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 5 months (1/2/1896)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Motor driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Patching, Mr Alex (father), 

Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 4 inches, weight – 8 stone, 5 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 4th Machine Gun Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 2 August 1919

HT Argyllshire
Date discharged 6 November 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 14/4/1980.

Also served in WW2 (V379202).
Also listed on the Point Lonsdale War Memorial
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Private (Pte) 2696 Albert Whonam Pigdon enlisted in the 2nd Pioneer Battalion in the 2nd

Australian Division at Geelong on 25 April 1916. He embarked overseas on 18 September 
and disembarked at Plymouth, England on 15 November 1916 where he joined the Pioneer 
Training Battalion at camp in Wiltshire. 

Pioneer Battalions were infantry with light military combat engineer skills. Among other 
tasks, they constructed defensive positions, command posts and dugouts, prepared barbed 
wire defences and, where necessary, fought alongside the infantry.

He sailed for France on 31 December where, after a period in the isolation camp, he joined 
the battalion in the field at Warlencourt, on 1 March 1917. 

The 2nd Pioneers were involved in support of the 2nd Division’s attack on Bullecourt and 
Reincourt on 3 May, tasked with the construction of trench blocks on the 6th Brigade’s right 
flank. 

The battalion moved north to the Ypres area in early September 1917 where, in the lead up to 
the Battle of Menin Road on 20 September, the battalion constructed new roads and shelters 
large enough to house over a thousand men each. Their two weeks in the line cost them 79 
casualties (14 killed). 

One of those wounded was Pte Pigdon, who was gassed on 12 September. He was treated at 
the 56th General Hospital at Etaples from 14 September – 3 October, then spent several more 
weeks at various convalescent depots until 9 November. 

He rejoined the 2nd Pioneer Battalion on 19 November and was granted leave in England from 
17 February 1918. While on leave, he contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the 
1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Bulford from 4 March – 11 April 1918. 

Albert (Bert) Whonam Pigdon
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He returned to France on 15 May and rejoined the battalion in the field near Ville sur Ancre, 
on 24 May. 

The 2nd Pioneers were working at a sawmill in the Somme region on 5 July 1918, when 
German artillery shelled the camp. Two men were killed outright, and Pte Pigdon was 
seriously wounded when shrapnel penetrated his chest. He was evacuated to the 13th 
Australian Field Ambulance, situated near Daours, however died of his wounds later the same 
day.

Private 2696 Albert Whonam Pigdon was buried at the Daours Communal Cemetery 
Extension at Daours, France.

2nd Pioneer Battalion constructing a new “corduroy” road near Ypres, 1917
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Name: Pigdon, Albert (Bert) Whonam
Service Number 2696
Date enlisted 25 April 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 2nd Pioneer Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 September 1916

HMAT A10 Karroo
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 1 month
Place of birth Drysdale, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Pigdon, Mrs Ellen (mother), 

Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Learmonth Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 9 lbs, chest 
measurement – 38 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 2nd Pioneer Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 12 September 1917

near Ypres, Belgium
Nature of wounds Gassed (mustard gas)
Date and place wounded (2) 5 July 1918

Somme area, France
Nature of wounds (2) Shrapnel wound to chest (penetrating)
Date and place died 5 July 1918

13th Australian Field Ambulance, 
near Daours, France

Cemetery details Daours Communal Cemetery Extension, 
Daours, France
Plot III, Row D, Grave 26

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on: St George’s Anglican Church 

Queenscliff Roll of Honour, 
Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor & 
Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll.
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Edward Rea
Driver (Dvr) 2291 Edward Rea enlisted in the Army Service Corps in Melbourne on 8 
September 1914. He embarked overseas on 20 October and disembarked in Egypt about four 
weeks later. The rank of Driver meant he would have led a team of horses or mules, as all 
transport was horse or mule drawn at this stage of the war.

The Army Service Corps (ASC) was responsible for the transport and provision of all 
supplies and rations other than machinery or ammunition, including the delivery of mail to 
the troops. The ASC also provided additional transport resources for the movement of troops.

Dvr Rea embarked for Gallipoli on 7 August 1915, but within two weeks was back in Egypt 
and hospitalised with arthritis at the 17th General Hospital in Alexandria from 31 August – 27 
September, after which he remained in Egypt.

His unit embarked for France on 18 June 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 25 June, 
then travelled north to the Hazebrouck area, where he was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 13 
August 1916.

Although these soldiers are British, they clearly portray the role of the Army Service Corps

Cpl Rea was granted leave in England from 22 September – 6 October 1917 and spent a week 
at the Corps Gas School from 19 – 27 January 1918.

From 10 – 23 February, he was treated at the 8th Field Ambulance for a septic arm and on 28 
May, he was detached for duty with the Army Service Corps training cadre at Warminster in 
England, which he joined on 5 June 1918.
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Name: Rea, Edward
Service Number 2291
Date enlisted 8 September 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Driver
Initial Unit Army Service Corps
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 October 1914

HMAT A26 Armadale
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 7 months (2/3/1894)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farm labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Rea, Mr WO (father), 

Barracks, Fort Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Barracks, Fort Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 5 inches, weight – 9 stone, 8 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit Australian Army Service Corps
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 29 October 1918

HT Borda
Date discharged 16 February 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Incorrectly recorded as Rae.

Also served in WW2 (V82902)

He departed England and sailed for Australia on 29 October, on Submarine Guard Duty 
during the voyage, and disembarked in Melbourne on 15 December 1918.

Corporal 2291 Edward Rea was discharged from the AIF on 16 February 1919.
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William Henry Suttie
Private (Pte) 4004 William Henry Suttie enlisted in the 6th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd

Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Melbourne on 22 November 1915. He 
embarked overseas the next day and disembarked in Egypt on 23 December, where he was 
admitted to hospital at Abbassia with venereal disease from 23 December – 21 January 1916.

He was taken on strength of the 6th Battalion on 22 February, and they embarked for France 
on 26 March. The battalion disembarked at Marseilles on 2 April then entrained for the north. 

After a couple of months in the quiet Fleurbaix sector, the 6th Battalion moved south to the 
Somme in mid-July. On 23 July the 1st Australian Division joined the Battle of the Somme 
and successfully attacked, and then held against several German counter attacks, the ruined 
village of Pozieres (one of the few “British” successes on the whole Somme front). Overall 
6th Battalion casualties amounted to 189, including 19 killed. 

After a short spell, the battalion returned to Pozieres on 14 August and slowly advanced 
towards the heavily fortified Mouquet Farm; however the Germans held firm. After a week, 
they left Pozieres on 21 August having sustained a further 223 casualties.

The battalion had moved north to Belgium by September 1917 and participated in the Battle 
on Menin Road on 20 – 21 September, where they achieved all their objectives and captured 
220 Germans, at the cost of 257 casualties of their own. 

Two weeks later, the battalion was back in action at Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, where 
they again pushed the Germans back and successfully held the captured ground (including 
180 prisoners, one field gun and six machine guns) for the loss of 245 battalion casualties.

Pte Suttie was hospitalised with influenza between 28 February – 12 March 1918, after which 
he was transferred and taken on strength of the 1st Divisional Signal Company on 3 April and 
re-mustered as a Sapper (Spr). Signals Companies were tasked with providing 
communications from divisional headquarters to those of subordinate units, mostly by field 
telephone which required line to be laid, which was a dangerous task on the battlefield. 

On 5 April, the 1st Division was headed south in response to the Spring Offensive, when news 
of second German breakthrough in the north meant they had to immediately turn around. 
They made it back just in time to establish defences and help stop the Germans east of 
Hazebrouck between 14 – 18 April. 

The great allied offensive from Amiens commenced on 8 August. The 1st Division joined the 
battle the next day and captured the villages of Rosieres and Lihons between 9 – 11 August, 
then Chuignes, along with 2,000 German prisoners, on 23 August. Two days later, Spr Suttie 
was gassed during a German artillery bombardment. He was evacuated to hospital in Rouen 
on 26 August, and then to the Chichester War Hospital in England from 29 August – 18 
September, after which he spent several months moving through a succession of training 
camps in Wiltshire, before he embarked for Australia on 9 March 1919. 

Sapper 4004 William Henry Suttie disembarked in Melbourne on 30 April, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 22 June 1919.
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Name: Suttie, William Henry
Service Number 4004
Date enlisted 22 November 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 6th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 23 November 1915

HMAT A40 Ceramic
Previous military service 4 years senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 5 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Engineer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Suttie, Mrs Martha Jane (mother), 

29 Victoria Grove, East Brunswick, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia 29 Victoria Grove, East Brunswick, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 5 inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Sapper
Final Unit 1st Divisional Signal Company
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 25 August 1918

Chuignes, France
Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia 9 March 1919

HT Kashmir
Date discharged 22 June 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Incorrectly recorded as Suttee.
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Frank Thomson

Driver (Dvr) 73 Frank Thomson enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion, most likely in the 
supply column, in Geelong on 13 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 10 November and 
disembarked in Egypt on 26 December. After several months training, the battalion departed 
Egypt on 18 June 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north.

They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July. 
Although in reserve and providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was 
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed), and then 
had to remain and hold part of the line for the next week.

By 23 November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of 
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month: 
Killed – 16; Wounded – 62: Missing – 1; Sick to hospital – 211. 

On 23 March 1917, following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 29th

Battalion held off a strong German counterattack at Beaumetz and sustained casualties 
amounting to 29 killed and 105 wounded or missing. Dvr Thomson was later granted leave in 
France from 2 – 14 August 1917.

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5th Division’s assault 
on Polygon Wood, planned for dawn on 26 September 1917. 
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After the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, the 29th Battalion remained in the 
Messines and Ypres area during early 1918. 

In response to the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, in late March 1918 the 5th

Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29th

Battalion moved into reserve near Cachy (supporting the British 18th Division) and then to 
Corbie where they remained as 8th Brigade reserve for the rest of the month.

It was while serving in this area that Dvr Thomson sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his 
knee, thigh, and cheek, and was gassed, during a German artillery bombardment on 27 April. 

He was evacuated to the 24th General Hospital at Etaples on 30 April, and then to the 1st

Southern General Hospital in Birmingham from 4 – 30 May. He spent the next three months 
at Hurdcott Camp until 30 August, and then a further six weeks at Leighton Deverill, before 
he embarked again for France on 12 October.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 58th Battalion on 17 October, as the 29th

Battalion had been disbanded due to lack of numbers. He remained with them until 14 
February 1919, when he returned to England. 

Driver 73 Frank Thomson boarded a ship for return to Australia on 13 April and disembarked 
in Melbourne on 31 May, where he was formally discharged from the AIF on 23 July 1919.

View from Polygon Wood looking toward Zonnebeke, 21 September 1917

Despite heavy losses (46 killed and 205 wounded or missing in the 29th Battalion alone), all 
the objectives were taken, and the ground held against six German counter attacks over the 
following 24 hours. 
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Name: Thomson, Frank
Service Number 73
Date enlisted 13 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Driver
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 November 1915

HMAT A11 Ascanius
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

3 years Citizen Military Forces

Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Butcher
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Thomson, Mr Robert (father), 

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, chest 
measurement – 35 ½ inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 27 April 1918

Corbie, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to knee, thigh and cheek, 

and gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia 13 April 1919

HT Wyreema
Date discharged 23 July 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Dvr 74 Harry Thomson.

Also listed on Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor 
Roll & Queenscliff Fire Brigade Roll of Honor.



52

Leslie Clifford Tomlinson
Gunner (Gnr) 390 Leslie Clifford Tomlinson enlisted in the Siege Artillery Brigade (SAB) in 
Queenscliff on 4 June 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 July and disembarked in Egypt on 
11 August. 

The brigade, initially manned by Garrison Artillery soldiers, was organised into two batteries, 
the 54th and 55th, each equipped with four 8 inch Howitzers and 9.2 inch Howitzers 
respectively (increased to six in July 1917). Large and immobile, the guns could not easily be 
redeployed without lifting equipment and were the largest used by the Australians during 
WW1. They were designed to pulverise enemy defensive positions, which often comprised 
concrete blockhouses and deep underground dugouts impervious to Field Artillery. Gnr 
Tomlinson’s service record is unclear as to exactly when he left Egypt, but he was in England 
and training in Taunton, Somerset, by 20 December. 

The brigade left England on 26 February 1916 and disembarked at Boulogne, France later the 
same day. They moved to billets at Beaumetz on 3 March and then into the front line for the 
first time at Tinques, to the west of Arras and Vimy on 14 March, where they came under the 
command of the British 17th Corps. While on sentry duty in this area, Gnr Tomlinson 
accidentally shot himself in the wrist with his service rifle on 27 March. He was evacuated to 
the 11th Stationary Hospital at Rouen from 1 – 24 April and then to a convalescent depot at 
Etaples until 11 May. He rejoined his unit on 17 May 1916. 

9.2 inch Howitzers of the 55th Battery, 36th Heavy Artillery Group, in action near Pozieres, July – August 1916



53

In early July, the brigade moved south to the Somme region where they came under the 
control of the British 10th Corps. They established their batteries around Aveluy and 
registered their guns on Pozieres and Thiepval. 

The name of the unit changed to 36th Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) on 18 July and, on 23 
July, they fired in support of Australian infantry for the first time in the war when the 1st

Division attacked and captured Pozieres. They remained in this area, supporting Australian, 
British and Canadian infantry, for the next eight months.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 36th HAG moved to 
Sapignies, north of Bapaume, in mid-March 1917, where they fired on Bullecourt. Shortly 
after, they received orders to proceed north to Flanders. The complicated move commenced 
on 30 March and was not completed until 15 April, with the batteries in the line behind 
Ploegsteert Wood, south of Messines, where they remained for the next two months, 
bombarding the German strongholds of Messines and Warneton. 

At 3.10 am on 7 June 1917, the 36th HAG diary recorded there was a “tremendous shaking of 
the ground” as the British detonated 19 mines under the German lines on Messines Ridge, as 
the prelude to a successful attack by British, Australian and New Zealand troops. 

In early July, the 36th HAG moved north to the Belgian coastal town of Nieupoort, south-west 
of Bruges, under the command of British 15th Corps, where they remained until 7 October, for 
the loss of 64 men wounded. Gnr Tomlinson was given time at the 2nd Army Rest Camp from 
30 July – 12 August, and then leave in England between 7 – 20 September.

The 36th HAG moved back into the line south of Messines in early January 1918, shortly after 
which Gnr Tomlinson contracted diphtheria and was treated at the 7th General Hospital at St 
Omer from 22 February – 5 March then rejoined the unit on 2 April. Just a week later the 
Germans commenced the next stage of their Spring Offensive, this time near Armentieres, 
and the 36th HAG was involved in continuous defensive fire around Messines, Ploegsteert 
Wood and Neuve Eglise and from 9 – 18 April, when the main threat ended. The unit then 
remained in the north throughout May – September, during which time Gnr Tomlinson was 
granted leave in England from 26 September – 12 October.

While heavy artillery operations wound down from mid-October as it became obvious a 
major German withdrawal was underway, the unit still advanced east. When the armistice 
was declared on 11 November, they had reached Tourcoing, on the Belgian border.

Gnr Tomlinson was hospitalised in France with pleurisy from 23 January 1919, then 
transferred to the 1st London General Hospital in Camberwell from 9 February – 17 March, 
after which he was granted leave from 31 March – 14 April. 

He obviously still hadn’t recovered completely as he was subsequently diagnosed with 
pneumonia and embarked for Australia on 6 May. 

Gunner 390 Leslie Clifford Tomlinson disembarked in Melbourne on 24 June, where he was 
medically discharged from the AIF on 1 August 1919.
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Name: Tomlinson, Leslie Clifford
Service Number 390
Date enlisted 4 June 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit Siege Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1915

HMAT A67 Orsova
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

6 months – Royal Australian Garrison Artillery, 
Fort Queenscliff, Victoria

Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 6 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Professional soldier
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Tomlinson, Mrs Susanna (mother), 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Army Barracks, Fort Queenscliff
Appearance Height – 5 feet 7 ½ inches, chest measurement – 

33/37 inches
Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 36th Heavy Artillery Group
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 27 March 1916

Tinques, France
Nature of wounds Self-inflicted gunshot wound to wrist (accidental)
Date and ship embarked for Australia 6 May 1919

HT Karoola
Date discharged 1 August 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (Illness)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 9/8/1950.

Also listed on Point Lonsdale War Memorial and 
Royal Australian Garrison Artillery 3rd Military 
District Honor Roll (Fort Queenscliff)
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Claude Ernest Ward

Private (Pte) 2094 Claude Ernest Ward enlisted in the 23rd Battalion at Queenscliff on 26 July 
1915. He embarked overseas on 26 August and arrived in Egypt about four weeks later.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 22nd Infantry Battalion, in the 6th Infantry 
Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Zeitoun on 14 March 1916. The battalion embarked 
for France on 19 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 26 March, where they entrained 
for the north and spent time in and out of the line around Fleurbaix during April.

On 27 July the 2nd Division entered the line at Pozieres. The 22nd Battalion, although not 
directly involved in the attacks between 27 – 30 July, nevertheless lost 354 men (including 60 
killed or missing), one of whom was Pte Ward who was killed in action on 27 July 1916.
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Name: Ward, Claude Ernest
Service Number 2094
Date enlisted 26 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 23rd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 26 August 1915

HMAT A68 Anchises
Previous military service 3 years senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Carrier
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Ward, Mr Walter Frederick (father), 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 4 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 3 lbs, chest 
measurement – 37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 27 July 1916

Pozieres, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian 

National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Queenscliff Methodist Church 

Honor Roll and the Point Lonsdale War Memorial

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 2094 Claude Ernest Ward is remembered on the Australian National Memorial, 
Villers-Bretonneux, France.
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Norman Walter Ward
Private (Pte) 61704 Norman Walter Ward enlisted in the 12th (Vic) General Reinforcements at 
Geelong on 14 May 1918. He embarked overseas on 31 August and disembarked in London 
on 14 November, where he was allocated to the 58th Infantry Battalion reinforcements at 
Tidworth Camp. He contracted mumps and was hospitalised at the Tidworth Military 
Hospital between 20 November – 14 December, then hospitalised several more times with 
influenza and bronchitis between 20 January – 30 March 1919. On 5 September he embarked 
for home. Private 61704 Norman Walter Ward disembarked in Melbourne on 25 October, 
where he was discharged from the AIF on 9 November 1919.

Name: Ward, Norman Walter
Service Number 61704
Date enlisted 14 May 1918
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 12th (Vic) General Reinforcements
Date and ship embarked for overseas 31 August 1918

HMAT A37 Barambah
Previous military service 69th Battalion (CMF)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 10 months (18/2/1898)
Place of birth Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Ward, Mr Walter Frederick (father), 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Medium-fair complexion, light brown hair, grey 

eyes, height – 5 feet 8 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 
9 lbs, chest measurement – 35/38 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in n/a
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 5 September 1919

HT Plassy
Date discharged 9 November 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Served in WW2 V379226, died 4/2/1985, listed on 

the Point Lonsdale War Memorial
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Roy Charles Ward
Driver (Dvr) 1326 Roy Charles Ward enlisted in the 37th Infantry Battalion in the 10th Infantry 
Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Geelong on 24 July 1915. He would have been 
attached to the battalion’s transport section and his rank indicates he would have led a team of 
horses, as all transport was horse drawn at the time.

He embarked overseas on 3 June 1916 and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 25 July. He 
departed England on 22 November and arrived in France the next day, where he later 
contracted mumps and was hospitalised at the 7th General Hospital at St Omer between 14 
January – 4 February 1917 and rejoined the battalion on 9 February.

The 37th Battalion’s first major engagement on the Western Front occurred on 7 June 1917 at 
the Battle of Messines Ridge, where the 3rd Division helped to capture the high ground in 
conjunction with New Zealand and British troops. Battalion casualties amounted to 402 men, 
including 71 killed.

The battalion’s next action, an attack on the village of Passchendaele on 12 October 1917, 
was a disaster. The soldiers were subjected to German artillery fire while they waited then, 
once the attack commenced, were pinned by machine gun fire, and hindered by deep mud, so 
made no headway at all, at a cost to the 37th Battalion of another 250 casualties (71 killed).

Things quietened down at the conclusion of Third Ypres and the Australians used the next 
few months to recuperate and re-train, although Dvr Ward was treated for scabies at the 10th

Field Ambulance between 28 November – 30 December 1917. 

He was granted leave from 23 March 1918, but this was cancelled just two days later as the 
3rd Division was rushed south to help stem the German advances on the Somme. While the 
main thrust of the German Spring Offensive had petered out by the time they arrived, and 
only minor skirmishes ensued. The battalion remained in the area for several months and Dvr 
Ward eventually took his long awaited leave in England between 5 – 22 July.

The 37th Battalion was Brigade reserve for the Amiens offensive on 8 August and played no 
active part. It did, however, take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on 10 August, 
where another 103 casualties were sustained. 

Soon after, Dvr Ward contracted a fever and was hospitalised at Rouen, and then Buchy, 
between 31 August – 27 September. Upon his discharge, he returned to the front on 5 October 
but was transferred and taken on strength of the 8th Battalion two days later, as the 37th

Battalion had been disbanded due to dwindling numbers. 

He sailed for England on 20 March 1919 and embarked for Australia on 12 May.

Driver 1326 Roy Charles Ward disembarked in Melbourne on 29 June, where he was 
subsequently discharged from the AIF on 3 February 1920.
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Name: Ward, Roy Charles
Service Number 1326
Date enlisted 24 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Driver
Initial Unit 37th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 3 June 1916

HMAT A34 Persic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 25 years, 3 months
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Ward, Mr Charles Thomas (father), 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, hazel eyes, height 

– 5 feet 9 inches, weight – 10 stone, 11 lbs, chest 
measurement – 37 inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 8th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 12 May 1919

HT Soudan
Date discharged 3 February 1920
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Point Lonsdale War Memorial and 

the Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor Roll
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Victor James Ward
Private (Pte) 2786 Victor James Ward enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th Infantry 
Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Geelong on 5 March 1916. He embarked overseas on 
14 March and disembarked in Egypt on 15 April, where he was taken on strength of the 
battalion on 25 May. 

After several weeks further training, the battalion departed Egypt on 18 June and 
disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north. They experienced their 
first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July. Although in reserve and 
providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was eventually committed to 
the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed).

By late November, the battalion was in the line near Gueudecourt. The atrocious condition of 
the trenches is best exemplified by the nature of the casualties sustained during the month: 
Killed – 16; Wounded – 62: Missing – 1; Sick to hospital – 211, one of whom was Pte Ward, 
who was hospitalised with trench feet from 22 November – 6 December 1916.

Shortly afterwards, Pte Ward contracted bronchitis and influenza and was hospitalised in 
Rouen on 23 December, then transferred to the 1st Eastern General Hospital in Cambridge 
from 2 January – 12 February 1917. Post discharge, he spent a month convalescing at 
Weymouth between 12 February – 12 March, and then four months at Perham Downs Camp.

He returned to France on 21 July however was again hospitalised in Rouen with appendicitis 
from 6 – 18 August and rejoined the 29th Battalion on 26 August. This too was short lived 
though, as he was hospitalised with an abscess on his face at the 16th US Hospital at Le 
Treport from 24 September – 5 October and rejoined the battalion again on 26 October 1917.

After the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, the 29th Battalion remained in the 
Messines and Ypres area during early 1918. In response to the German Spring Offensive on 
the Somme, in late March the 5th Division went south to help plug gaps in the faltering British 
line. On 6 April, the 29th Battalion initially moved into reserve near Cachy, and then to 
Corbie, where they remained for the rest of April.

Pte Ward was granted leave in France from 12 July, but he subsequently contracted venereal 
disease and was hospitalised at the 39th General Hospital at le Havre from 28 July – 24 
October 1918, after which he was transferred to the 59th Battalion on 30 October, as the 29th

Battalion had been disbanded due to low numbers. He was also granted leave in England 
between 4 – 28 November, during which time he was married in Cambridge.

He returned to England on 2 April 1919 but had to wait for a family ship to become available. 
Eventually, suitable berths for a husband, wife and child were found and he embarked for 
Australia on 15 November. 

Private 2786 Victor James Ward disembarked in Melbourne on 26 December, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 25 April 1920.
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Name: Ward, Victor James
Service Number 2786
Date enlisted 5 March 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 14 March 1916

HMAT A68 Anchises
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Royal Australian Navy 1 June 1912 – 6 February 
1914 (dismissed from RAN after he served 21 days 
imprisonment in Melbourne Gaol - offence not 
stated)

Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 9 months (28/4/1897)
Place of birth Melbourne, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Ward, Mr William J (father), 

Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Henry Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 11 lbs, chest 
measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 59th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 15 November 1919 (with wife & child)

HT Ormonde
Date discharged 25 April 1920
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Married Miss Mary Florence Carter at Parish 

Church, Cambridge, UK on 13 November 1918.
Also listed on Queenscliff Methodist Church 
Honor Roll.
Died 12 August 1957
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GlossarGlossary

GInfantry Battalion:              Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Billets: Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and 
stables

Infantry Brigade:  Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus 
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men 
at full strength)

Casualties:  Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are 
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military 
action

Corps:  Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Infantry Division:  Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters 
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical 
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff 
(~18,000 men at full strength)

Enfilade:  The position of trenches or troops making them subject to 
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Field Artillery Brigade:  Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to 
six) 18-pounder field guns

Flank: The left or right side of a body of troops

Light Horse Brigade:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus 
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and 
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Light Horse Regiment:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus 
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Trench Foot/Feet: Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet 
and cold conditions

Salient:  An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or 
line of defence

Shrapnel: Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Squadron (AFC):  Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18 
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full 
strength)

Squadron (LH):  Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130 
men (at full strength)

Taken on Strength: The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and 
accommodating him from that date
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