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Introduction

Moolap State School No. 1911 was officially opened on 1 July 1877 and proudly celebrates 
150 years of continuous service to the local community in 2027. 

The initial “Moolap Boys to the Front” Honor Roll was unveiled on Monday 17 April 1916, 
with 17 names etched on it. After the war ended, the final version of the Roll, with 37 names, 
was unveiled on Saturday 18 October 1919. 

This book contains the detailed stories of those former Moolap students whose names are 
listed on the Honor Roll – which now hangs in the school’s office area – and who served in 
the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) during the Great War from 1914 – 1919.

There is naturally some overlap of names with the Geelong & District Peace Memorial 
(Johnston Park), East Geelong, St Albans & Moolap War Memorial, Leopold War Memorial 
and the Geelong High School Honor Roll just to name just a few. In situations where the men 
are named on multiple rolls or memorials, full details have been included on their individual 
pages (where known). 

In Australia we are very fortunate to enjoy access to some fantastic primary source material 
and original photos via the Australian War Memorial and National Archives of Australia, and 
much of the information on each soldier has been sourced from those records. 

Secondary sources have enabled me to add extra detail to the men’s stories, and for those 
interested in such things, I have provided an extensive bibliography at the end of the book.

During my research, unfortunately I was unable to satisfactorily identify three men. I couldn’t 
locate any AIF service record for a William J Brown or Albert Morrison (in the right age 
bracket) with any obvious links to Moolap. In the case of Henry Joseph Pannowitz, although 
I found a hazy photo of him in uniform and some references in newspaper articles, there was 
no AIF service record in that name (or any derivative of it). He may have served under an 
assumed name or even in the British or New Zealand military. If anyone can shed any further 
light on the three mystery men, please feel free to email me with the details.

I would like to thank Dawn Arlow (Business Manager at Moolap Primary School) for her 
enthusiasm and help with my initial enquiries and in trying to identify the missing men. 

I have a genuine passion for sharing Australia’s WW1 history, so I hope you enjoy reading 
about these brave men from Moolap – you will find their stories many and varied – and I trust 
that I have done them justice in the telling.

Lest We Forget.

Robert Wight
Strathfieldsaye, Victoria
June 2026
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Glossary
Infantry Battalion:  Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Billets: Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and 
stables

Infantry Brigade:  Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus 
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men 
at full strength)

Casualties:  Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are 
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military 
action

CMF Citizen’s Military Force or Militia

Corps:  Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Infantry Division:  Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters 
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical 
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff 
(~18,000 men at full strength)

Enfilade:  The position of trenches or troops making them subject to 
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Field Artillery Brigade:  Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to 
six) 18-pounder field guns

Flank: The left or right side of a body of troops

Light Horse Regiment:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus 
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Trench Foot/Feet: Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet 
and cold conditions

Salient:  An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or 
line of defence

Shrapnel: Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Squadron (LH):  Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130 
men (at full strength)

Taken on Strength: The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and 
accommodating him from that date
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Australia’s involvement in WW1
Please note the following is not a complete historical account and is designed to give the 
reader a brief picture of what happened at various times and places where the Australian 
Imperial Force (AIF) saw action during WW1, consistent with the experiences of the men 
from Moolap who served.
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1914
The July murder of the Austro-Hungarian Archduke Ferdinand set in train a series of events 
that quickly led to war. In less than five weeks Germany had declared war on Russia and 
France and had invaded Belgium. France and Russia then declared war on Germany. Great 
Britain also declared war on Germany so, as a result, Australia too was at war. 

The outbreak of war was generally greeted with enthusiasm in Australia. The AIF was 
established on 15 August and thousands rushed to enlist. Tent camps quickly formed in each 
state and recruits were subjected to a range of stringent medical tests. New battalions and 
brigades were formed along state lines where possible and if the numbers allowed. For 
example, the 2nd Infantry Brigade, which comprised the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Battalions, was 
recruited entirely from Victoria.

The formative AIF consisted of the 1st Australian Division, which comprised three Infantry 
Brigades with associated artillery, and the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade. The initial 
recruiting was so strong, that in September, the decision was made to raise a 4th Infantry 
Brigade and the 2nd and 3rd Light Horse Brigades. The first contingent comprising 28 ships, 
plus a further ten from New Zealand, sailed from Albany WA on 1 November. 

Following news that the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) had entered the war on the side of 
Germany on 30 October, the convoy disembarked in Egypt rather than England, where the 
AIF established its major training camp at Mena, near Cairo, and it was here in December 
that the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) was formed.

Gallipoli – 1915
Following two failed attempts by British and French naval ships to force a passage through 
the Dardanelles during February and March, at dawn on 25 April, the Anzacs landed at Gaba 
Tepe on the north-west coast of Gallipoli. This was just one of seven landings by British, 
French, Australian and New Zealand troops that morning. 

The Gaba Tepe (or Anzac Cove) landing was a feint designed to divert Turkish defenders 
from the British beach heads at Cape Helles in the south and to block Turkish reinforcements 
from entering the peninsula from the north. The landings failed to achieve their objectives 
due to a combination of factors, and the position became a stalemate (as did that of the British 
at Cape Helles). 

Over the course of the next eight months, the Australians were heavily involved in major 
actions at Krithia (May), Lone Pine, The Nek, Hill 971 and Hill 60 (August), before the entire 
Gallipoli campaign was abandoned, and the last Australian was successfully withdrawn from 
the peninsula in late December. The AIF’s involvement at Gallipoli came at the cost of 
around 27,000 casualties, including over 8,000 killed in action or died of wounds or disease.
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Egypt – 1916
The Anzacs returned to Egypt in early 1916 where, following a surge of enlistments in 
Australia, the AIF underwent a major expansion and re-organisation. It was also at this point 
that the AIF split its activities. The infantry and artillery units headed to France to fight the 
Germans on the Western Front while the vast majority of the light horse units remained in the 
Middle East to defend the Suez Canal and fight the Ottoman Turks.

Western Front – 1916
After the AIF units arrived at Marseilles during the first half of 1916, they travelled by train 
to the Hazebrouck region in the north and spent time in the front-line areas around 
Armentieres, Houplines and Fleurbaix near the Belgian border. 

In the second half of 1916, the Australians were major participants in the heavy fighting at 
Fromelles (July), Pozieres (July – August) and Mouquet Farm (August – September), for the 
loss of around 28,000 casualties. They then spent many weeks in the frontline trenches 
around Flers and Gueudecourt during the terrible northern winter of 1916 – 17, battling frost 
bite and trench foot as much as the enemy.

Western Front – 1917
The strategic situation changed in mid-February 1917 when the Germans shortened their 
front and withdrew to a new line of heavily fortified villages and thick barbed wire defences 
known as the Hindenburg Line. The Australians took part in two major battles designed to 
break the new line at Bullecourt (April & May) which cost them 11,000 casualties.

British attention then turned to Belgium in mid-1917, where a major offensive to liberate the 
ports along the North Sea coast, being used by German U-Boats to harass and sink allied 
shipping, was planned. The German salient on Messines Ridge, where Australian tunnellers 
had been working for several months, needed to be captured first, and the Australians played 
a significant role in that action for the loss of 7,000 casualties (June). 

The Third Battle of Ypres commenced on 31 July and Australian participation included major 
roles in the Battles of Menin Road and Polygon Wood (September), Broodseinde Ridge and 
Passchendaele (October) where the heavy rain turned the ground to quagmire. Overall 
Australian casualties sustained at Third Ypres totalled 38,000 in less than eight weeks.
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The Western Front c June 1917 following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line

Third Ypres 31 July - 10 November 1917
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Western Front—1918
Following the devastation of Third Ypres, the Australians remained in the relatively quiet 
Messines sector in Flanders during the northern winter of 1917 – 18. 

On 21 March, bolstered by the release of 800,000 men from the Eastern Front following 
Russia’s withdrawal from the war, the Germans launched a major attack on the British in the 
Somme region. In just a few days the “Spring Offensive”, as it became known, punched a 65 
km bulge in the British front line and created havoc.

German advances made during the Spring Offensive 21 March – 17 July 1918

Within a week, three Australian Divisions had been rushed south to assist the British and halt 
the German advance. By early April, the Australians held a continuous 22 km section of the 
British front line on both sides of the River Somme, between Albert and Villers-Bretonneux.

The Australians stemmed the German advances at Hebuterne, Dernancourt, Morlancourt 
(March) and Villers-Bretonneux (early April), then recaptured Villers-Bretonneux (late April) 
after which the German offensive on the Somme ended.
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To the north in Flanders, the Australians also helped to repel several strong German attacks 
near the crucial rail centre of Hazebrouck (April). 

Both sides then settled into their new, more open, frontline positions. The Australians 
welcomed the change from static trench warfare and actively patrolled and raided enemy 
outposts and trenches, often on their own initiative. During this period, they also participated 
in several smaller battles designed to remove salient positions from the line, such as at Ville 
sur Ancre (May) and le Hamel (July).

The Australians then formed the left half of the allied spearhead (with the Canadians on the 
right) during the Amiens offensive (August) that finally broke the Germans – who lost 11,000 
men killed or wounded and 16,000 captured – and pushed them back 20 km. 

The Australians enjoyed further significant victories at Mont St Quentin (late August), 
Peronne (early September) and the Hindenburg Outpost Line (September) before they joined 
forces with two American Divisions during a successful assault on the main Hindenburg Line 
itself at Bellicourt (September/October).

By mid-October, the Australians had been in almost constant combat for two months and 
most units were at less than 50% strength. By the end of October, they had all left the line. 

Australian advances 30 August – 5 October 1918

The war in Europe continued but the result was no longer in doubt as German resistance 
crumbled. At 11:00 am on 11 November, the guns finally fell silent as an armistice went into 
effect. Overall Australian casualties from two and a half years’ fighting in France and 
Belgium totalled 180,000, including 46,000 dead and 3,850 captured. 

At the time of the armistice, there were 96,000 soldiers in France, another 58,000 in England, 
2,000 nurses and around 12,000 war brides and children waiting to be transported home.
The men generally returned home on a "first come, first go" basis, and the last organised 
transport to repatriate troops departed England on 13 April 1920. 
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Warragul born Rowland Oliver Brooks 464 enlisted as a Private in the 29th Infantry Battalion 
in the 8th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Melbourne on 7 July 1915. 

The battalion embarked overseas on 10 November and disembarked in Egypt on 7 December. 
After several months training, they left Egypt on 16 June 1916 and landed at Marseilles on 23 
June, then entrained north to the Hazebrouck area.

On 10 July, the battalion entered the front line for the first time, when they relieved the 13th

Battalion at Bois Grenier. Two days later, Pte Brooks sustained abrasions to his face and shell 
shock during an enemy artillery bombardment of their positions on 12 July.

He was evacuated to the 35th General Hospital at Calais from 14 – 20 July, then transferred to 
England and admitted to the North Evington Military Hospital between 20 – 31 July.

Later diagnosed with tachycardia, he was admitted to the Woodcote Park Convalescent 
Hospital at Epsom from 19 – 26 September, then transferred to the 1st Australian Auxiliary 
Hospital at Harefield from 26 September – 14 October. He was subsequently deemed unfit for 
further overseas service and embarked for return to Australia on 12 November 1916.

Private 464 Rowland Oliver Brooks disembarked in Melbourne on 31 December, where he 
was medically discharged from the AIF on 30 May 1917.

Rowland Oliver Brooks
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Name: Brooks, Rowland Oliver
Service Number 464
Date enlisted 7 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Previous military service Leopold Rifle Club
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 November 1915

HMAT A11 Ascanius
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years 7 months
Place of birth Warragul, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Brooks, Mr W, father, Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 inches, weight – 8 stone, 11 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 12 July 1916

Bois Grenier, France
Nature of wounds Abrasions to face & shell shock
Date and ship embarked for Australia 12 November 1916

HT Wiltshire
Date discharged 30 May 1917
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (shell shock)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Thomas Brooks (SN 2110). 

Died 2 September 1958.
Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial and Leopold War Memorial.
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Private (Pte) 2110 Thomas Victor Brooks enlisted in the 7th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd

Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Geelong on 10 February 1915. 

He embarked overseas on 17 June and disembarked in Egypt in mid-July. Shortly after, he 
sailed for Gallipoli and was taken on strength of the 7th Battalion on 5 August. 

Just two days later, the 7th Battalion joined the fighting in the newly captured Lone Pine 
trenches on the night of 7 August, where they helped to defend the captured ground for the 
next two days and nights. They suffered 354 casualties in that time, one of whom was Pte 
Brooks who sustained a bomb (grenade) wound to his knee during 8 – 9 August.

He was initially evacuated to Lemnos and admitted to hospital at Mudros on 11 August. He 
departed Lemnos on 22 August and sailed to England, where he was admitted to the 3rd

London General Hospital at Wandsworth on 9 September.

He left England on 15 November and rejoined the 7th Battalion at Gallipoli on 7 December 
1915. Just two weeks later, the battalion evacuated Gallipoli on the night of 20 December. 
They eventually returned to Alexandria, after a short rest on Lemnos, on 7 January 1916.

Pte Brooks was promoted to Lance Corporal on 1 February and then to Corporal on 15 
February, just before he was transferred and taken on strength of the 59th Infantry Battalion in 
the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Tel el Kebir, on 24 February 1916.

Thomas Victor Brooks
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He was further promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) at Ferry Post on 4 March, before the battalion 
departed Egypt on 18 June. They disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June, then entrained north 
to Steenbeque, where they undertook training in the use of gas masks and trench mortars. 

The battalion moved into the frontline near Fleurbaix on 18 July in preparation for a planned 
assault the next day. At 7:00 pm on 19 July 1916, the battalion attacked the strong German 
defences in what would later become known as the Battle of Fromelles – the first action by 
the AIF on the Western Front. The attack should never have occurred and was the folly of the 
British commander, General Richard Haking, who had used the same plan a year earlier with 
similar results – a disaster from start to finish. 

In less than 24 hours at Fromelles, the 59th Battalion lost 20 officers, and 674 other ranks 
killed, wounded, captured or missing, one of whom was Sgt Brooks, who sustained a gunshot 
wound to his left hand on 19 July 1916.

German view of the flat, open Fromelles battlefield looking towards the line
 from which the 15th Infantry Brigade attacked on 19 July 1916.

He was initially evacuated to the 10th Stationary Hospital at St Omer from 20 – 24 July, then 
transferred to England and admitted to the Kitchener War Hospital in Brighton between 26 
July – 12 September.

After a further month at the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield from 12 September – 20 
October, he left hospital and embarked for return to Australia on 12 November 1916, on the 
same ship as his brother, Rowland.

Sergeant 2110 Thomas Victor Brooks disembarked in Melbourne on 31 December, where he 
was medically discharged from the AIF on 23 May 1917.
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Name: Brooks, Thomas Victor
Service Number 2110
Date enlisted 10 February 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Previous military service Senior cadets – 2 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 June 1915

HMAT A62 Wandilla
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years 1 month (9 January 1896)
Place of birth Warragul, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation School teacher
Religion Methodist 
Next of kin and address Brooks, Mr W, father, Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 4 inches, weight – 8 stone, 2 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 59th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 8 – 9 August 1915

Lone Pine, Gallipoli, Turkey
Nature of wounds Bomb (grenade) wound to knee
Date and place wounded (2) 19 July 1916

Fromelles, France
Nature of wounds (2) Gunshot wound to left hand
Date and ship embarked for Australia 12 November 1916

HT Wiltshire
Date discharged 23 May 1917
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Rowland Brooks (SN 464).

Home service WW2 (SN V363631). 
Died 20 May 1960.
Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial, Geelong High School Honor Roll, 
Flinders State School Honor Roll and State Teachers 
College Honor Roll (Parkville).
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Born in Geelong, 19-year-old farmer Norman Cheetham 1234 enlisted as a Private in the 10th

Light Horse Regiment at Blackboy Hill, WA on 12 July 1915.

He embarked overseas on 1 October and disembarked in Egypt in early November, where he 
joined the 3rd Light Horse Brigade Reserve Regiment on 20 November. 

During the reorganisation of the AIF in early 1916, he was re-mustered as a Driver and taken 
on strength of the 24th Field Artillery (Howitzer) Brigade in the 4th Australian Division at 
Serapeum on 7 April. Being a Driver (Dvr) meant he drove a team of two horses.

The brigade left Egypt on 3 June and landed at Marseilles on 13 June, where they entrained 
north to le Havre to collect their howitzers, horses and other equipment. They then travelled 
to the Hazebrouck area and into the line at Bois Grenier on 2 July, where they provided fire 
support for the ill-fated Australian attack on Fromelles from 19 – 21 July.

The brigade moved to the relatively quiet Ypres sector in late August, where they operated 
near Dickebusch for the next two months. In late November, they entered the Somme 
battlefields and went into the line around Flers from 24 November 1916.

Dvr Cheetham was detached to the 4th Division Signals School from 26 December – 13 
January 1917. Around the same time, owing to difficulties maintaining the howitzers, the 24th

Field (Howitzer) Artillery Brigade was disbanded and the men re-allocated to other units.

Norman Cheetham
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Consequently, Dvr Cheetham was taken on strength of the 11th Field Artillery Brigade at 
Delville Wood on 25 January and assigned to brigade headquarters.  

He returned to the 4th Division Signals School between 21 April – 10 May, after which he was 
re-mustered as a Sapper (Spr) and taken on strength of the 4th Divisional Signals Company.

The company’s role was to provide and deal with communications from 4th Division 
Headquarters to/from those of superior/subordinate formations, such as Anzac Corps 
Headquarters and each of the Infantry and Field Artillery Brigades.

Spr Cheetham spent a week at the 4th Field Ambulance with tonsilitis from 18 June, then 
rejoined the company near Vieux Berquin on 27 June.

The company was still operating in that general area on 31 July, the day Spr Cheetham was 
killed in action. He may have been laying signal cable or performing some other such task, 
but unfortunately there are no details available surrounding the circumstances of his death.

Sapper 1234 Norman Cheetham was subsequently buried in the Bus House Cemetery, 
Voormezeele, Belgium.
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Name: Cheetham, Norman
Service Number 1234
Date enlisted 12 July 1915
Place enlisted Blackboy Hill, WA
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 10th Light Horse Regiment
Date and ship embarked for overseas 1 October 1915

HMAT A20 Hororata
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years 6 months
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Cheetham, Mrs Annie, mother, 

c/- Remington PO, Drouin, Victoria
Permanent address Kumminin, WA
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 10 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/36 inches

Final Rank Sapper
Final Unit 4th Divisional Signals Company
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 31 July 1917 – Belgium
Cemetery details Bus House Cemetery, Voormezeele, Belgium 

Row F, Grave 9
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the East Geelong, St Albans & 

Moolap War Memorial, WA State War Memorial 
(Perth), Leopold War Memorial, Bruce Rock & 
District Roll of Honor (WA), Drouin Methodist 
Church Honor Roll and 10th Light Horse Regiment 
Memorial (Perth).
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Private (Pte) 713 Albert Church enlisted in the 13th Infantry Battalion in the 4th Infantry 
Brigade at Roseberry Park, Sydney on 9 September 1914, aged 22 years.

The battalion embarked overseas on 22 December and disembarked in Egypt in late January 
1915, where they entrained for the Mena Camp.

The 13th Battalion left Egypt on 12 April and landed at Lemnos on 19 April, where the men 
practised disembarking from the troopships and marching up the steep hills with full packs. 
On the evening of 24 April, the battalion quietly sailed from Mudros Harbour and along the 
coast of Gallipoli the next day, where they could clearly see and hear the battle raging. 

At 9:30 pm, British destroyers came alongside and the men clamoured down the rope ladders. 
The destroyers then swept closer to shore, where the men were transferred into smaller boats 
for their final run to the beach, all the while under fire from the Turks. 

On 26 April, the 13th Battalion moved up to take over defensive positions at Pope’s Hill and 
Quinn’s Post, but the situation remained confused. By this stage the Turkish counterattacks 
had begun in earnest and hand to hand fighting was common in front of the tenuous 
Australian positions, while several massed charges were simply wiped out. During the period 
26 April – 3 May, the 13th Battalion sustained 450 casualties. 

Pte Church was evacuated sick to the 24th (British) Casualty Clearing Station on Lemnos with 
tonsilitis on 21 July. He was still there on 27 July, but it is unclear from his record when he 
returned to Gallipoli.

The 4th Brigade, including 260 men from the 13th Battalion, attacked the Turkish positions on 
Hill 60 on the night of 21 – 22 August. The attack only partially succeeded, at a cost to the 
13th Battalion of 112 casualties, one of whom was Pte Church who sustained a gunshot 
wound that fractured his right thigh.

He was initially evacuated to Lemnos, but on 26 August embarked for England, where he was 
admitted to the New End Military Hospital in Hampstead between 9 – 20 September. He was 
transferred to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield from 21 September – 16 October, then 
granted leave until 31 October.

Deemed unfit for further military service, he embarked for return to Australia on 12 
November 1916.

Private 713 Albert Church disembarked in Sydney in late December, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 18 April 1917.

Albert Church
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Name: Church, Albert
Service Number 713
Date enlisted 9 September 1914
Place enlisted Roseberry Park Camp, Sydney, NSW
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 13th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 22 December 1914

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years 4 months
Place of birth Bendigo, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Church, Mr George, father, 

c/- Geelong PO, Victoria
Permanent address Sydney, NSW
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 inches, weight – 10 stone, 4 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/38 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 13th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 22 August 1915

Hill 60, Gallipoli, Turkey
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to right thigh (fractured)
Date and ship embarked for Australia 12 November 1916

HT Wiltshire
Date discharged 18 April 1917
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 1938.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.
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Born in Moolap in 1875, master baker Henry Ashton Craig 21686 enlisted as a Private (Pte) 
in the Australian Army Medical Corps in Euroa on 12 March 1917. 

He initially served in both the 5th Australian General Hospital in St Kilda Road, Melbourne 
and the Broadmeadows Camp Clearing Hospital, between 27 October 1917 – 15 July 1918. 

He embarked overseas on 17 July and disembarked in London on 27 September, where he 
was subsequently admitted to the Fovant Military Hospital with influenza from 13 October – 
6 November. 

Following a short stint in the Hurdcott Clearing Hospital between 13 – 22 November, Pte 
Craig was detached for service with AIF Administration Headquarters in London on 19 
December 1918, where he served for the next four months.

Between 23 April – 23 June 1919, he was granted paid leave to work at Mansions Motors, 78 
York Street, Westminster, London.

He was granted two weeks embarkation leave from 24 June – 8 July, then sailed for Australia 
on HT Suevic, as a member of the ship’s nursing staff, on 23 July.

Private 21686 Henry Ashton Craig disembarked in Melbourne on 10 September, where he 
was discharged from the AIF on 25 September 1919.

Henry Ashton Craig

Australian Army Medical Corps hat badge
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Name: Craig, Henry Ashton
Service Number 21686
Date enlisted 12 March 1917
Place enlisted Euroa, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit Australian Army Medical Corps
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 July 1918

HMAT A30 Borda
Stated age/DOB (if known) 41 years 8 months
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Master baker
Religion Protestant
Next of kin and address Craig, Mr Albert, brother, 

Cleveland Engineering Works, 
Errol Street, North Melbourne, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, 
height – 5 feet 4 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 9 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit Australian Army Medical Corps
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 23 July 1919

HT Suevic
Date discharged 25 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Died 27 July 1947.

Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial 
and at Euroa Telegraph Park.
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Queenscliff born Ernest Edward Culliver 1993 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 29th Infantry 
Battalion in the 8th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Geelong on 30 July 
1915. 

He embarked overseas on 18 February 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 22 March, where 
he was taken on strength of the 29th Battalion at Brighton Beach on 1 April. 

The battalion left Egypt on 16 June and landed at Marseilles on 23 June, where they entrained 
north to the Hazebrouck area. After a short stint in the line at Bois Grenier in early July, they 
experienced their first real taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July. 

Although in reserve and providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was 
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed), then had to 
remain and hold part of the line for the next week.

After a short spell, the 29th Battalion re-entered the line at Fleurbaix on 16 August, which is 
where Pte Culliver sustained a gunshot wound to his right thigh on 19 August. 

Ernest Edward Culliver
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He was evacuated to the 14th General Hospital at Wimereux from 21 – 22 August, then 
transferred to England and admitted to the Ontario Military Hospital in Orpington, Kent 
between 22 August – 22 September.

After a further month at the No. 2 Convalescent Depot in Weymouth, he returned to France 
on 23 October and rejoined the 29th Battalion at Buire on 6 November.

On 23 November, they relieved the 31st Battalion in the line near Gueudecourt, where Pte 
Culliver was killed in action the following day, 24 November 1916.

Private 1993 Ernest Edward Culliver was originally buried near where he fell, but his remains 
were subsequently exhumed and re-interred in the Guards’ Cemetery, Lesboeufs, France in 
1920.
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Name: Culliver, Ernest Edward
Service Number 1993
Date enlisted 30 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 February 1916

HMAT A70 Ballarat
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hambling, Mrs Catherine, mother, 

62 Fyans Street, 
South Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address South Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 3 ¼ inches, weight – 8 stone, 3 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place wounded 19 August 1916

Fleurbaix, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to right thigh
Date and place died 24 November 1916

Gueudecourt, France
Cemetery details Guards’ Cemetery, Lesboeufs, France. 

Plot XI, Row W, Grave 9
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 

Memorial, East Geelong, St Albans & Moolap War 
Memorial, Leopold War Memorial and Parish of 
Christ Church Honor Roll (Geelong).
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Moolap dairy farmer, Francis Edward Dean 6013 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 14th

Infantry Battalion in the 4th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Australian Division in Geelong on 28 
February 1916, aged almost 39 years.

He embarked overseas on 1 August and disembarked in Plymouth on 25 September, where he 
joined the 4th (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

After two months training there, he departed England on 28 November and landed in France 
two days later, where he was taken in strength of the 14th Battalion at Rainneville, north-east 
of Amiens, on 26 December 1916.

Pte Dean spent a week at the 13th Field Ambulance with enteritis from 24 – 31 January 1917, 
then rejoined the battalion near Gueudecourt. 

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in March 1917, the battalion 
cautiously patrolled forward to ascertain the whereabouts of the enemy. They reached 
Beugnatre on 27 March where battalion headquarters took shelter in an abandoned cellar. At 
6:30 am on 29 March, a delayed German mine exploded, killing four men and wounding four 
others. 

The 14th Battalion moved into the front line and took part in the poorly planned assault on the 
Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 11 April. In the vanguard of the attack, with no artillery or 
meaningful tank support, the battalion sustained an incredible 601 casualties, including 
hundreds killed and missing – most of whom became prisoners of war. 

Pte Dean was one of those captured near Reincourt on 11 April after he sustained serious 
gunshot wounds to his left arm and chest during the assault. His wounds were treated and he 
was initially detained at the Dulmen POW Camp and then in Hanover, Germany.

His wounds did not improve, and on 27 November 1917 he was transferred to Switzerland 
and admitted to the A.S.A. Hospital in Fribourg.

After the war ended, Pte Dean was repatriated from Switzerland to England on 8 December 
1918. He was granted leave for a month, after which he embarked for return to Australia on 
18 January 1919.

Private 6013 Francis Edward Dean disembarked in Melbourne on 10 March, where he was 
medically discharged from the AIF on 3 October 1919.

Francis Edward Dean
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Name: Dean, Francis Edward
Service Number 6013
Date enlisted 28 February 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 14th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 1 August 1916

HMAT A28 Miltiades
Stated age/DOB (if known) 38 years 11 months (31 March 1877)
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Dairy Farmer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Dean, Mr Sarah, wife, 

c/- Moolap PO, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 9 stone, 11 lbs, 
chest measurement – 36 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 14th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 11 April 1917

Bullecourt, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wounds to left arm and chest
Date and ship embarked for Australia 18 January 1919

HT Ulysses
Date discharged 3 October 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 19 August 1954.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial, Leopold War Memorial and the 
Australian POW Memorial (Ballarat).
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Moolap born Albert Edward Dendle 54889 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 4th General 
(Victorian) Reinforcements in Quambatook on 8 March 1918.

He embarked overseas on 5 June and disembarked in Liverpool on 11 August, where he 
joined the 14th Training Battalion at Codford Camp in Wiltshire.

After the Armistice had come into effect on 11 November, he was admitted to the Fovant 
Military Hospital with broncho pneumonia from 20 November – 4 January 1919, then 
rejoined the training battalion.

Pte Dendle left England on 25 January and landed in France the following day, where he was 
taken on strength of the 59th Infantry Battalion at Semousies on 1 February 1919.

Between 2 April – 19 August, Pte Dendle was attached for duty with the Graves Registration 
Detachment, which involved the grim work of finding, identifying (if possible), exhuming 
and re-interring the remains of soldiers who had died on the Western Front since late 1916.

On completion of that duty, he returned to England in late August and subsequently embarked 
for Australia on 25 September.

Private 54889 Albert Edward Dendle disembarked in Melbourne on 13 November, where he 
was discharged from the AIF on 12 December 1919.

Albert Edward Dendle
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Name: Dendle, Albert Edward
Service Number 54889
Date enlisted 8 March 1918
Place enlisted Quambatook, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 4th General (Victorian) Reinforcements
Previous military service Senior Cadets – 2 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas 5 June 1918

RMS Orontes
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years 4 months (9 November 1899)
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Dendle, Mr William, father, 

Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Quambatook, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 9 inches, weight – 9 stone, 8 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 59th Infantry Battalion
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 25 September 1919

HT Port Denison
Date discharged 12 December 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 

Memorial, Leopold War Memorial and Leopold & 
District Honor Roll.
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London born horse driver, Charles Ensby 6255 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 14th Infantry 
Battalion in the 4th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Australian Division in Geelong on 24 April 
1916, aged 18 years.

He embarked overseas on 7 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 29 October, where 
he joined the 4th (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

After several weeks training, he departed England on 12 December and landed in France the 
next day, where he was taken on strength of the 14th Battalion at Rainneville, north-east of 
Amiens, on 21 December 1916.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in March 1917, the battalion 
cautiously patrolled forward to ascertain the whereabouts of the new enemy line. 

They reached Beugnatre on 27 March where battalion headquarters took shelter in an 
abandoned cellar. At 6:30 am on 29 March, a delayed German mine exploded, killing four 
men and wounding four others. 

The 14th Battalion moved into the front line and took part in the poorly planned assault on the 
Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 11 April. In the vanguard of the attack, with no artillery or 
meaningful tank support, the battalion sustained an incredible 601 casualties, including 
hundreds killed and missing – most of whom became prisoners of war. 

Pte Ensby was one of those captured near Reincourt on 11 April after he sustained a slight 
shrapnel wound to his right leg during the assault. His wound was treated and he was then 
detained at the Dulmen POW Camp in Germany.

After the war ended, Pte Ensby was repatriated to England on 9 December 1918 and granted 
leave, after which he was admitted to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford, with a disorderly 
action of the heart, from 13 January – 27 February 1919.

On 1 March, he was detached for duty with the Officer’s Club at AIF Headquarters in London 
until 13 May, when he was attached to the Australian Army Pay Corps, also in London.

On 6 August 1919, Pte Ensby married Miss Ethel Alice Brodie at St Matthew’s Church, 
Willesden and they both embarked for Australia on 8 October.

Private 6255 Charles Ensby disembarked in Melbourne on 23 November, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 23 January 1920.

Charles Ensby
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Name: Ensby, Charles
Service Number 6255
Date enlisted 24 April 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 14th Infantry Battalion
Previous military service Senior cadets – 2 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas 7 September 1916

HMAT A15 Port Sydney
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years (31 March 1898)
Place of birth London, England
Marital status Single
Occupation Horse driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Ensby, Mr Charles, father, 

c/- Moolap PO, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 2 inches, weight – 7 stone, 12 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 14th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia (with wife)
Date and place wounded 11 April 1917

Bullecourt, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to right leg
Date and ship embarked for Australia 8 October 1919

HT Benalla
Date discharged 23 January 1920
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Married Miss Ethel Alice Brodie at St Matthew’s 

Church, Willesden on 6 August 1919.
Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial, Leopold War Memorial and the 
Australian POW Memorial (Ballarat).
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Geoffrey Thomas Morley Grigg 3794 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 29th Infantry Battalion 
in the 8th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Brunswick on 8 May 1916, aged 
almost 18 years (although he stated he was almost 19 years old).

He embarked overseas on 19 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 14 November, 
where he joined the 8th (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He left England on 17 December and landed in France the next day, where he spent the next 
three months at the 5th Australian Division Base Depot at Etaples (quite possibly because of 
his young age). 

Pte Grigg was eventually marched out and taken on strength of the 29th Battalion, in the front 
line near Flers, on 18 March 1917. Just a few days later, the battalion successfully fought off 
a strong German attack at Beaumetz on 23 March, for the loss of 134 casualties (29 killed).

On 22 June, Pte Grigg was re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr) and transferred to the 5th

Divisional Ammunition Column (DAC) near Haplincourt. 

The column moved north to the area around Poperinghe in mid-July, where they established 
ammunition dumps and supplied the field artillery batteries operating in support of the initial 
British assault during Third Ypres. They often came under enemy aerial attack and remained 
in the general vicinity of Ypres for the next three months, supporting Australian efforts during 
September and October.

Geoffrey Thomas Morley Grigg
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Ammunition dump with vehicles of an Ammunition Column waiting to collect & distribute, Belgium 1917.

On 15 October 1917, Gnr Grigg was transferred for duty with the AIF Depots in England 
(also possibly due to his age). He returned to England on 19 October but shortly after was 
hospitalised at the Delhi Military Hospital with an abscess from 20 October – 2 November. 

Gnr Grigg served with the AIF Depot in Tidworth, Wiltshire for the remainder of the war. 

He absented himself without leave between 31 December 1918 – 6 January 1919 and was 
subsequently fined 18 days’ pay for the privilege, then embarked for return home to Australia 
on 8 May.

Gunner 3794 Geoffrey Thomas Morley Grigg disembarked in Melbourne on 23 June, where 
he was discharged from the AIF on 31 July 1919, not yet 21 years old. 
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Name: Grigg, Geoffrey Thomas Morley
Service Number 3794
Date enlisted 8 May 1916
Place enlisted Brunswick, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Previous military service Senior cadets – 4 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 September 1916

HMAT A73 Commonwealth
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years 7 months (7 October 1898)
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Plumber
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Grigg, Mr Amelia, mother, 

8 Admiral Street, 
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Sallow complexion, light brown hair, hazel eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 10 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit AIF Depots (UK)
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 8 May 1919

HT Devanha
Date discharged 31 July 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Home service WW2 (SN V352045).
Died 17 December 1989.
Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial, Leopold War Memorial and St Matthew’s 
Anglican Church Honor Roll (East Geelong).
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Clarence Victor John Grinter 3112 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in 21st Infantry Battalion in 
Geelong on 19 July 1915, aged 19 years.

He embarked overseas on 18 November and disembarked in Egypt in mid-December. During 
the expansion of the AIF in early 1916, Pte Grinter was transferred and taken on strength of 
the 60th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Tel el 
Kebir on 26 February 1916.

The battalion departed Egypt on 18 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June, where 
they entrained north to Steenbeque and undertook training in the use of gas masks and trench 
mortars. 

They moved into the frontline near Fleurbaix on 18 July 1916 in preparation for a planned 
assault the next day. At 7:00 pm on 19 July 1916, the battalion attacked the strong German 
defences in what would later become known as the Battle of Fromelles – the first action by 
the AIF on the Western Front. 

The attack should never have occurred and was the folly of the local British commander, 
General Richard Haking, who had used the same plan with British troops a year earlier with 
similar results – a disaster from start to finish. In less than 24 hours, the 59th Battalion lost 
694 men killed, missing or wounded, and took months to rebuild.

Clarence Victor John Grinter MM, MiD
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In late 1916, the battalion moved south to Gueudecourt and manned the front line there 
during November and December. The winter conditions in the trenches were atrocious, and 
hundreds of men became ill.

For his performance during the operations in the Gueudecourt sector, Pte Grinter was 
awarded a Mention in General Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatches of 13 November 1916, for his 
“distinguished and gallant services and devotion to duty in the field”. 

Pte Grinter was given leave in England from 25 April – 10 May 1917 and, immediately after 
his return, was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 11 May.

The battalion moved north in August, and L Cpl Grinter attended the Anzac Corps Signals 
School in Aveluy between 9 September – 1 November 1917, then took additional leave in 
England from 25 February – 13 March 1918.

Shortly after his return, the 60th Battalion moved south to the Somme in response to the 
German offensive already underway there. Although the peak of the assault had passed by the 
time they arrived, the Germans made one more effort on 24 April and captured Villers-
Bretonneux from the inexperienced British units defending it. 

At 10:00 pm on 24 April 1918, the 13th and 15th Brigades (including the 60th Battalion) staged 
a night-time counterattack at bayonet point and without artillery support. The Germans were 
stunned and, over the course of the next two days, eventually routed, as the Australians re-
captured Villers-Bretonneux. Overall 60th Battalion casualties during this period numbered 
153 (39 killed or missing) while German casualties were significantly higher.

On 4 July 1918, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15th Brigade, including the 
60th Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. They achieved 
all their objectives and captured around 70 German prisoners and 15 machine guns, for the 
loss of 23 battalion casualties.

During the allies’ main offensive from Amiens on 8 August, the 5th Division “passed through” 
the 3rd Division and continued the advance for several kilometres, capturing the villages of 
Harbonnieres and Vauvillers, along with numerous prisoners and guns. The Germans were 
now on the back foot and the Australians continued east in pursuit.

They reached the German stronghold of Mont St Quentin and the ancient fortress city of 
Peronne in late August. While the 2nd Division fought for, and eventually captured Mont St 
Quentin, the 15th Brigade, including the 60th Battalion, found a way to cross the Somme 
marshes and encircle Peronne, eventually capturing the town on 3 September. For his efforts 
during this action, L Cpl Grinter was awarded the Military Medal, and the citation read as 
follows:

“For gallantry and devotion to duty throughout the operations 30 August – 5 
September 1918. On 3 September volunteers were called to lay a telephone line, 
under direct observation by and within close range of the enemy. This N.C.O. 
volunteered and laid a line a distance of 1,000 yards under heavy fire. 
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Subsequently he kept this line under repair during heavy barrages and when all spare 
wire had been used, he went out under heavy fire and salved a considerable quantity 
of telephone wire. His gallantry and unremitting toil during this period enabled most 
important communications to be maintained.”

After weeks of continuous fighting, many of the Australian infantry battalions were at less 
than 50% strength and the men were exhausted. To consolidate the Australian forces, the 60th

Battalion was one of several disbanded on 25 September. The men were re-allocated 
throughout the 15th Brigade and L Cpl Grinter was taken on strength of the 59th Battalion.

When the 5th Division reached the heavily fortified Hindenburg Line a few days later, a fresh, 
full strength American division was attached to it for the planned assault. The 30th American 
Division attacked on 27 September and progressed well. 

The 5th Australian Division, including the 59th Battalion, then moved through the Americans 
on 29 September and continued the assault. They captured the village of Bellicourt and 
defended their gains the next day, for the loss of 197 battalion casualties, after which they left 
the line for the final time.

L Cpl Grinter left France on 14 February 1919 and landed in England the following day, then 
embarked for return to Australia on 13 April.

Lance Corporal 3112 Clarence Victor John Grinter MM, MiD disembarked in Melbourne on 
31 May, where he was discharged from the AIF on 25 July 1919.

L Cpl Grinter’s WW1 medal group
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Name: Grinter, Clarence Victor John
Service Number 3112
Date enlisted 19 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Previous military service 70th Infantry Battalion, CMF – 1 year
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 November 1915

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years 4 months
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Tanner
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Grinter, Mr John, father, 

Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 3 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 59th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 26 March 1917

Morchies, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to left arm
Date and ship embarked for Australia 13 April 1919

HT Wyreema
Date discharged 25 July 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals Military Medal, Mention in Despatches, 1914-15 

Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 

Memorial, Leopold War Memorial, East Geelong 
School Honor Roll and St Albans Concord Division 
Order of the Sons of Temperance No. 8 Honor Roll.
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Born on his parents’ farm near Point Henry in 1880, Herbert William Ernest Humphries 2821 
enlisted as a Private in the 24th Infantry Battalion in Melbourne on 11 April 1916. 

He was sent to the Geelong NCO (Non-Commissioned Officers) School from 26 April – 28 
July, and then to the Officer Training School at Duntroon from 30 August – 24 October, from 
which he graduated as a Sergeant (Sgt) on 16 November 1916.

He embarked overseas on 16 December and disembarked in Plymouth on 18 February 1917, 
where he joined the 10th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Durrington Camp on 7 April. 

He left England on 4 June and landed in France two days later, where he was taken on 
strength of the 38th Infantry Battalion in the 10th Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian 
Division, in the field near Ploegsteert Wood, on 22 June 1917.

The 38th Battalion moved north to the Zonnebeke area on 2 October 1917 in preparation for 
an attack on Broodseinde Ridge. The assault began at 6:00 am on the morning of 4 October 
and despite heavy casualties was considered a success. The 38th Battalion achieved all their 
objectives and captured about 300 German prisoners, for the loss of 184 casualties of their 
own, one of whom was Sgt Humphries, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his arm and chest.

He was initially evacuated to the 22nd Stationary Hospital at Camiers from 6 October – 2 
November, then transferred to England and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital in 
Birmingham between 3 November – 4 January 1918, then embarked for return to Australia on 
24 January.

Herbert William Ernest Humphries
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Name: Humphries, Herbert William Ernest
Service Number 2821
Date enlisted 11 April 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Previous military service 10th Light Horse Regiment, CMF – 3 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas 16 December 1916

HMAT A7 Medic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 36 years (17 March 1880)
Place of birth Point Henry, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Factory Manager
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Humphries, Mrs Phoebe, wife, 

51 Bendigo Street, 
Burnley, Victoria

Permanent address Burnley, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/34 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 38th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 4 October 1917

Broodseinde Ridge, Belgium
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to arm and chest (lungs)
Date and ship embarked for Australia 24 January 1918

HS Karoola
Date discharged 29 August 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Home Service WW2 (V81682 – Major). 
Died 24 February 1983.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.

Sergeant 2821 Herbert William Ernest Humphries disembarked in Melbourne on 10 March, 
where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 29 August 1918.



37

Moolap born Percy Albert Johnston 3561 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 22nd Infantry 
Battalion in Geelong on 19 August 1915, aged almost 24 years.

He embarked overseas on 5 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt in early February, where 
he joined the 6th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Zeitoun.

During the reorganisation of the AIF undertaken in early 1916, Pte Johnston was transferred 
and taken on strength of the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th

Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 15 March 1916.

The battalion departed Egypt on 17 June and landed at Marseilles on 23 June, where they 
entrained north to the Hazebrouck area.

They marched to Sailly-sur-la-Lys and into the front line for the first time, near Fleurbaix, on 
11 July, where they came under a heavy, two-hour German artillery bombardment on 15 July. 

The severity of the bombardment is evident in the high number of casualties sustained by the 
battalion during that short period – 103 men wounded and 47 killed, one of whom was Pte 
Johnston.

Private 3561 Percy Albert Johnston was buried in the Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery, France 
later the same day.

Percy Albert Johnston
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Name: Johnston, Percy Albert
Service Number 3561
Date enlisted 19 August 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 5 January 1916

HMAT A19 Afric
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years 11 months
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Draughtsman
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Johnston, Mr Alexander, father, 

“Lumeah”, Aberdeen Street, 
Newtown, Victoria

Permanent address Newtown, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 inches, weight – 9 stone, 5 lbs, 
chest measurement – 36 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 15 July 1916

Fleurbaix, France
Cemetery details Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery, France. 

Plot I, Row K, Grave 114
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 

Memorial, East Geelong, St Albans & Moolap War 
Memorial and Leopold War Memorial.
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Eighteen-year-old sailmaker, Kenneth Edmond Lamont 6527 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 
7th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Melbourne 
on 26 July 1916.

He embarked overseas on 2 October and disembarked in Plymouth on 16 November, where 
he joined the 2nd (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

After three months training, he left England on 15 February 1917 and landed in France the 
following day, where he was taken on strength of the 7th Battalion, resting at Dernancourt, on 
17 March.

During the operations following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 7th

Battalion took over the line in front of Lagnicourt on 17 April, where the Germans had 
broken through – and subsequently been repelled – just days earlier. The line consisted of a 
series of outposts and picquets where they came across the bodies of many 12th Battalion men 
(evidence of the earlier action) in the process of taking over the line.

British attention turned north during June/July, where Pte Lamont was transferred to the 8th

Infantry Battalion at Doulieu on 10 September 1917. 

The 8th Battalion moved into Belgium later that month and participated in the Battle of Menin 
Road on 20 – 21 September, where they achieved all their objectives and captured 300 
Germans and 14 machine guns, at a cost of 229 casualties of their own.

Kenneth Edmond Lamont
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Soon after, they participated in the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, which was also 
a success, albeit for the loss of a further 200 battalion casualties.

On 1 November, Pte Lamont was evacuated sick with an abscess on his right knee. He was 
treated at the 8th Stationary Hospital at Wimereux from 2 – 9 November, then rejoined the 8th

Battalion at Desvres on 18 November 1917.

The Australians wintered in the north and Pte Lamont was later granted leave in France from 
13 March –5 April 1918, during which time the 1st Division entrained south in response to the 
German Spring Offensive on the Somme. 

When news of a second German breakthrough in the north came through in early April, they 
had to immediately turn around to meet it. The 1st Division made it back just in time to 
establish their positions and stop the Germans east of Hazebrouck between 14 – 18 April. 
During the defence, the 8th Battalion lost 129 men (27 killed or missing), then remained in the 
north for the next few months.

In preparation for the allies’ offensive from Amiens, the 1st Division, including the 8th

battalion, moved south in early August. The battalion entered the battle on 9 August and 
helped to capture the villages of Rosieres and Lihons between 9 – 11 August, at a cost of 282 
men (49 killed).

Between 23 – 26 August, the 8th Battalion participated in the 1st Division’s successful assault 
from Harbonnieres to Chuignes, for the loss of another 256 casualties.

On 18 September, the 1st and 4th Divisions attacked the Hindenburg Outpost Line, which was 
in fact the old British line overrun by the Germans in late March. The 8th Battalion was in 
reserve and provided stretcher bearer teams, after which they left the line for the final time. 

Following the Armistice, Pte Lamont was granted further leave in France from 11 February – 
1 March 1919, then sailed to England on 17 April and embarked for return to Australia on 12 
May.

Private 6527 Kenneth Edmond Lamont disembarked in Melbourne on 29 June, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 6 August 1919.
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Name: Lamont, Kenneth Edmond
Service Number 6527
Date enlisted 26 July 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 2 October 1916

HMAT A71 Nestor
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years 1 month
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Sailmaker
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Lamont, Mr Donald, father, 

33 Thorne Street, 
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 5 lbs, 
chest measurement – 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 8th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 12 May 1919

HT Soudan
Date discharged 6 August 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment 
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 1969.
Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial, Leopold War Memorial and the Shenton 
Methodist Church Honor Roll (East Geelong).



42

Numurkah born Rody Richard Larkin 3576 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 22nd Infantry 
Battalion in Geelong on 20 July 1915, aged almost 20 years. 

He embarked overseas on 5 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 3 February, where he 
was later transferred and taken on strength of the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry 
Brigade of the newly formed 5th Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 15 March.

The battalion left Egypt on 17 June and landed in Marseilles on 23 June, where they 
entrained north to the Hazebrouck area. They marched to Sailly-sur-la-Lys and into the front 
line for the first time, near Fleurbaix, on 11 July, where they came under a heavy, two-hour 
German artillery bombardment on the night of 14 – 15 July. The severity of the bombardment 
is evident in the high number of casualties sustained during that period – 47 men killed and 
103 wounded.

The battalion went into action on 19 July when ordered to charge the German trenches at 
Fromelles in support of their sister 59th and 60th Battalions, both of which had been held up by 
German machine guns and enfilade fire from the right, due to a failed British attack on that 
flank. The whole Fromelles episode was a disaster from start to finish and cost the 58th

Battalion another 247 casualties, including 80 killed or missing.

Pte Larkin was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 12 November 1916, after which the 
58th Battalion moved south to the Somme to man the trenches near Flers as winter set in.

Rody Richard Larkin
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L Cpl Larkin was evacuated sick to the 38th (British) Casualty Clearing Station at Heilly with 
mumps from 18 February – 11 March 1917, then rejoined his unit.

He contracted influenza on 16 April and was treated at various medical posts until 30 April, 
when he rejoined the 58th Battalion at Mametz. 

In the latter stages of the Second Battle of Bullecourt, the 58th Battalion successfully 
defended earlier gains against German counterattacks between 10 – 13 May, for the loss of 60 
men killed and 242 wounded, during which time L Cpl Larkin was also promoted to Corporal 
(Cpl) on 11 May.

He was granted leave in England between 5 – 18 August, then returned to France. Shortly 
afterwards, on 29 August he was transferred for duty with the 15th (Brigade) Training 
Battalion and sailed to England two days later, where he served on the Permanent Staff at 
both the Tidworth and Codford Camps until late February 1918.

He re-embarked for France on 2 March and rejoined the 58th Battalion on 11 March but was 
detached for duty with 5th Division Headquarters just two days later, perhaps in a training 
capacity in view of his recent experience. 

In response to the German Spring Offensive, the 5th Division moved south on 27 March and 
went into defensive positions along both sides of the Somme Canal, where they remained for 
several months.

In early July 1918, Cpl Larkin, along with other representatives of his family, made 
application to AIF Headquarters for his early return to Australia and discharge on 
compassionate grounds, as his brothers – Patrick (August 1916) and Martin (October 1917) – 
had already given their lives during their war service.

After due consideration, the request was subsequently approved and Cpl Larkin embarked for 
return to Australia on 24 August.

Corporal 3576 Rody Richard Larkin disembarked in Melbourne on 24 October, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 8 November 1918.
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Name: Larkin, Rody Richard
Service Number 3576
Date enlisted 20 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Previous military service 70th Infantry Battalion, CMF – 2 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas 5 January 1916

HMAT A19 Afric
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years 8 months
Place of birth Numurkah, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Shop assistant
Religion Roman Catholic
Next of kin and address Larkin, Mr Andrew, father, 

c/- Moolap PO, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, 

height – 5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 5 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 24 August 1918

HT City of Karachi
Date discharged 8 November 1918
Nature of discharge Family Reasons (death of two brothers)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of Andrew Larkin (Headmaster of Moolap State 

School).
Died 1979.
Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial, Leopold War Memorial, Ulupna State 
School Roll of Honor and the Bearii & Ulupna War 
Memorial.
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Born in Moolap in 1871, Frederick James Lucas 5124 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 21st

Infantry Battalion in Melbourne on 28 January 1916.

He embarked overseas on 3 July and disembarked in Plymouth on 2 September, where he 
joined the 6th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Rollestone.

On 3 November 1916, Pte Lucas was taken on strength of the Australian Army Service Corps 
Depot at Parkhouse Camp, where he served for the next thirteen months.

He was transferred to the Australian Veterinary Corps Details, also at Parkhouse, from 8 
December 1917 – 8 April 1918, then departed England. 

He landed in France the next day and was subsequently taken on strength of the Australian 
Veterinary Hospital at Calais, where he served for the remainder of the war. 

Frederick James Lucas

Injured horses being treated at the Australian Veterinary Hospital, Calais, March 1919

Pte Lucas was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 10 October 1918 and was granted 
leave in England between 25 January – 8 February 1919, then rejoined his unit in France.

He returned to England on 10 April and was granted four months paid leave to work with a 
Mr Prosser (farming machinery) of 89 Queen Street, Exeter from 29 April – 29 August 1919. 
At the completion of his special leave, he embarked for return to Australia on 25 September.

Lance Corporal 5124 Frederick James Lucas disembarked in Melbourne on 13 November, 
where he was discharged from the AIF on 5 January 1920.
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Name: Lucas, Frederick James
Service Number 5124
Date enlisted 28 January 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 3 July 1916

HMAT A33 Ayrshire
Stated age/DOB (if known) 43 years 5 months (27 August 1871)
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Lucas, Mrs Sophia, wife, 

54 Martin Street, Northcote, Victoria
Permanent address Northcote, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit Australian Veterinary Hospital
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 25 September 1919

HT Port Denison
Date discharged 5 January 1920
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Father of Herbert Francis Lucas (SN 647).

Died 3 August 1953.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial, 
Shenton Methodist Church Honor Roll (East 
Geelong) and the East Geelong Congregational 
Church & Sunday School Honor Roll.
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Leopold born Herbert Francis Augustus Lucas 647 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the British 
Army in England in early 1915.

He was allocated to “C” Squadron of the 1st King Edward’s Horse, a Cavalry Regiment 
known as The King’s Overseas Dominions Regiment, which was comprised of volunteers 
from throughout the British Empire.

Pte Lucas left England and landed at le Havre, France on 22 April 1915.

The regiment served in France and Flanders throughout 1915 – 1917, including at the Battles 
of the Somme, Third Ypres and Cambrai, then moved to Italy in December 1917, where they 
served until their return to northern France in March 1918.

During the opening stages of the second phase of the German Spring Offensive in early April 
1918, the dismounted men of the 1st King Edward’s Horse put up a very determined defence 
of several river crossings, most notably at the Vieille Chapelle crossing on the River Lawe on 
9 April, where they sustained hundreds of casualties.

It is not known whether Pte Lucas sustained any wounds or suffered any illness during his 
war service, and he was discharged in England on 5 April 1919.

His date of return to Australia is also unknown but we do know he enlisted for Home Service 
in NSW from 11 August 1941 – 17 October 1942.

Herbert Francis Augustus Lucas

1st King Edward’s Horse Hat Badge



48

Name: Lucas, Herbert Francis Augustus
Service Number 647
Date enlisted 1915
Place enlisted London, England
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 1st King Edward’s Horse (British Army)
Date embarked from UK 22 April 1915
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years (17 February 1895)
Place of birth Leopold, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk 
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Lucas, Mrs Sophia, mother, 

54 Martin Street, 
Northcote, Victoria

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 1st King Edward’s Horse (British Army)
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to England
Date discharged in UK 5 April 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of Frederick James Lucas (SN 5124). Home 

Service WW2 (N278743).
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial, 
Shenton Methodist Church Honor Roll (East 
Geelong) and the East Geelong Congregational 
Church & Sunday School Honor Roll.
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Railway employee Robert Ernest Lyne 3578 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 22nd Infantry 
Battalion in Melbourne on 6 August 1915, aged almost 27 years.

He embarked overseas on 5 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt in early February, where 
he joined the 6th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Zeitoun. 

During the reorganisation of the AIF undertaken in early 1916, Pte Lyne was transferred and 
taken on strength of the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th

Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 15 March 1916.

Pte Lyne was evacuated sick to the 1st Australian Stationary Hospital at Ismailia on 28 May. 
Subsequently diagnosed with diphtheria and enteric, he was transferred to the 4th Auxiliary 
Hospital at Heliopolis on 9 June and then to the British Red Cross Convalescent Hospital at 
Montaxah on 28 June. He was eventually discharged to the 5th Division Details on 22 July.

He departed Egypt on 2 August and disembarked in England on 21 August, where he joined 
the 15th (Brigade) Training Battalion. Pte Lyne left England on 10 September and landed in 
France the following day. He finally rejoined the 58th Battalion, in the field near Fromelles, on 
30 September 1916, one of 58 reinforcements received that day.

As winter set in, the battalion moved south to the Somme and manned the support trenches 
near Flers in late November, where Pte Lyne was later diagnosed with trench feet and 
evacuated to the 36th (British) Casualty Clearing Station from 28 November – 4 December. 

Robert Ernest Lyne

Australian Field Ambulance men evacuating trench feet sufferers in France, December 1916
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He was moved to the 10th General Hospital at Rouen from 5 – 7 December, then transferred 
to England and admitted to the 1st London General Hospital at Camberwell between 8 
December – 2 March 1917, after which he was granted leave until 17 March. 

He spent the next three months at Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire then joined the Overseas 
Training Depot at Perham Downs on 28 June 1917.

Pte Lyne eventually returned to France on 21 July, where he rejoined the 58th Battalion at 
Sercus on 8 August, and was subsequently promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 15 
September.

After several months rest and training, the 58th Battalion moved into Belgium and the western 
edge of Polygon Wood on 23 September. 

Three days later, the battalion was involved in the Battle of Polygon Wood, which advanced 
the allied lines 1.5 km and was considered a great success, albeit at a cost to the battalion of 
290 casualties, one of whom was L Cpl Lyne who was killed in action on 27 September 1917.

He was buried near where he fell but this grave was never registered.

Lance Corporal 3578 Robert Ernest Lyne’s remains were re-discovered after the war ended 
and were exhumed and re-interred in the Tyne Cot British Cemetery, near Passchendaele, 
Belgium in 1921.
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Name: Lyne, Robert Ernest
Service Number 3578
Date enlisted 6 August 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Previous military service Hopetoun Rifle Club – 3 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas 5 January 1916

HMAT A19 Afric
Stated age/DOB (if known) 26 years 11 months
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Railway employee
Religion Baptist
Next of kin and address Lyne, Mrs Amelia, wife, 

16 McKillop Street, 
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 ¾ inches, weight – 11 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/38 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 27 September 1917

Polygon Wood, Belgium
Cemetery details Tyne Cot British Cemetery, 

Passchendaele, Belgium
Plot XLI, Row B, Grave 3

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial, 
East Geelong, St Albans & Moolap War Memorial 
and St Albans Concord Division Order of the Sons 
of Temperance No. 8 Honor Roll.
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Twenty-year-old Leslie Frederick Martin 2034 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 6th Infantry 
Battalion in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the Australian Division in Geelong on 14 September 
1914. 

The battalion embarked overseas on 19 October and disembarked in Egypt on 2 December. 
After several months training in Egypt, they departed for Lemnos on 5 April 1915, where the 
men practiced disembarking from the troopships into smaller boats and then climbing the 
local hills. 

On 25 April, the 6th Battalion landed at Gallipoli as part of the second assault wave and 
sustained 411 casualties, including 246 killed or missing, in the first five days. 

On 6 May 1915, the 2nd Brigade was shipped 20 km south to Cape Helles, where they 
participated in a poorly planned, British led attack on Krithia between 8 – 11 May. In those 
three days, the 6th Battalion sustained a further 365 casualties (212 killed or missing), one of 
whom was Pte Martin who sustained gunshot wounds to his skull and back on 8 May.

Leslie Frederick Martin

Artwork depicting the 2nd Brigade’s attack at Krithia, May 1915

He was evacuated to the 17th General Hospital at Alexandria on 14 May, then transferred to 
hospital in Cyprus from 22 June – 24 July, when he returned to Egypt. 

After a few days at the Mustapha Convalescent Camp, he was admitted to the 1st Auxiliary 
Hospital in Cairo from 13 – 27 August with Cerebro-spinal problems, then embarked for 
return to Australia on 29 August.

Private 2034 Leslie Frederick Martin disembarked in Melbourne on 1 October, where he was 
medically discharged from the AIF on 29 February 1916.



53

Name: Martin, Leslie Frederick
Service Number 2034
Date enlisted 14 September 1914
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 6th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 October 1914

HMAT A20 Hororata
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years
Marital status Single
Occupation Printer’s employee
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Trembath, Mrs Mabel, mother, 

25 Liverpool Street, 
North Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address North Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Unknown – Service File missing
Final Rank Private
Final Unit 6th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 8 May 1915

Krithia, Cape Helles, Gallipoli
Nature of wounds Gunshot wounds to skull and back
Date and ship embarked for Australia 29 August 1915

HT Euripides
Date discharged 29 February 1916
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial 
and Leopold State School Honor Roll.
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William McKay 577 enlisted as a Trooper (Tpr) in the 13th Light Horse (LH) Regiment at 
Yarram on 27 January 1915.

He embarked overseas on 28 May and disembarked in Egypt in late June. His service record 
is unclear as to exactly when he arrived on Gallipoli, but he was transferred to the 2nd

Australian Division Headquarters there on 11 September, then to 6th Infantry Brigade 
Headquarters on 8 October.

He was evacuated sick with gastritis and jaundice on 23 November. After a week at the 1st

Australian Casualty Clearing Station on Gallipoli, he was transferred to Egypt and admitted 
to the 1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis between 2 – 26 December 1915.

During the expansion of the AIF in early 1916, Tpr McKay was taken on strength of the 5th

Australian Division Cavalry Squadron on 10 April 1916. He embarked with that unit on 17 
June and landed in Marseilles on 25 June, where they entrained north to the Fleurbaix sector. 

On 7 July, the divisional cavalry units were disbanded and Tpr McKay returned to the 13th

LH Regiment, which was the only Australian light horse regiment to serve on the Western 
Front. The terrain and static nature of the war there limited the roles that mounted troops 
could fulfil, and they were mainly involved in traffic control or as prisoner escorts. 

During March 1917, however, after the Germans had withdrawn to their new defensive line, 
the mounted troops undertook vigorous patrolling into the vacated fields and villages, directly 
engaging several German rearguard units. They were particularly active around Bancourt, 
Velu Wood, Fremicourt and Lagnicourt, and helped to advance the new line at least 10 km. 
They captured several German prisoners and sustained 18 casualties for the month, including 
eight killed or missing. 

The regiment was also held in readiness to exploit any breakthrough resulting from the attack 
on Bullecourt on 11 April, but the attack failed dismally and they were mainly used as 
prisoner escorts. Similarly, they prepared for the second assault on Bullecourt on 3 May, and 
while it was a (costly) success of sorts, it did not lead to the hoped for breakthrough, and 
stalemate again ensued.

Tpr McKay was promoted to Driver (Dvr) on 10 May 1917. The regiment moved north in 
July and, in the days leading up to the Battle of Menin Road on 20 September 1917, two 
squadrons of the 13th Light Horse moved through Ypres and reconnoitred the forward areas at 
the request of the 1st and 2nd Divisions. On the day of the battle itself, members of the 
regiment performed message carrying duties and sustained nine casualties, including one man 
killed. 

During November 1917, the regiment sustained another 14 casualties, mainly due to gas 
poisoning, while they were engaged in cable laying, message carrying and providing anti-
aircraft fire support, after which Dvr McKay was granted leave in England between 5 – 21 
November. 

William McKay
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It was not until after the German Spring Offensive in late March 1918 that the regiment had 
the opportunity to do what they did best – active patrolling in the field. They arrived on the 
Somme on 5 April 1918 and were split five ways with elements joining each of the five 
Australian Divisions, specifically for reconnaissance purposes. 

After the enemy offensive had petered out, Dvr McKay was transferred and taken on strength 
of the 13th Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 5th Australian Division at Bonnay on 4 May 
1918, where he was posted to the 113th (Howitzer) Battery.

The brigade remained in this vicinity for several months and supported the 15th Infantry 
Brigade’s feint attack north of the Somme, near Ville sur Ancre, on 4 July.

A month later, the 13th FAB covered the 5th Division’s assault during the Amiens offensive of 
8 August. The offensive was a complete success, and the forward movement of all units was 
quite rapid compared to previous engagements. The attacks continued for several days, and 
the 13th FAB also assisted the Australian advance from Harbonnieres to Lihons between 9 – 
11 August. 

The 13th FAB then moved north to Morcourt and provided a protective barrage for the 1st

Division’s attack on Chuignes on 23 August, then further east where they covered the 4th

Division’s successful attack on the Hindenburg Outpost Line on 18 September. 

On 29 September the brigade supported the 30th American and 5th Australian Division’s 
successful attacks on the Hindenburg Line at Bellicourt. While the Australian infantry 
divisions were progressively relieved from 1 October, the field artillery units remained with 
the general allied advance. 

The 13th FAB moved to Joncourt and supported the 2nd Division’s attack on Montbrehain on 5 
October – the last by Australian infantry on the Western Front – then provided direct fire 
support for an American attack on Brancourt on 8 October.

The brigade continued to move eastwards to Busigny on 11 October, supporting an American 
advance on 17 October. They had reached Le Cateau, south-east of Cambrai, by 23 October, 
which is where Dvr McKay sustained a shrapnel wound to his head the same day.

He was evacuated to the 1st Australian General Hospital at Rouen from 24 – 25 October, then 
transferred to England and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital in Birmingham 
between 27 October – 18 November.

After a period of leave in England from 20 November – 4 December, Dvr McKay embarked 
for return to Australia on 18 December 1918. 

Driver 577 William McKay disembarked in Melbourne on 5 February, where he was 
medically discharged from the AIF on 6 April 1919.
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Name: McKay, William
Service Number 577
Date enlisted 27 January 1915
Place enlisted Yarram, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Trooper
Initial Unit 13th Light Horse Regiment
Date and ship embarked for overseas 28 May 1915

HMAT A34 Persic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years 5 months
Place of birth Newstead, NSW
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Lindon, Mrs C, sister, 

8 Ellen Street, Northcote, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 inches, weight – 10 stone, 3 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35/37 inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 13th Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 23 October 1918

Le Cateau, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to head
Date and ship embarked for Australia 18 December 1918

HT Aeneas
Date discharged 6 April 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Welcome Home event recorded at Moolap on 10 
April 1919 (Geelong Advertiser). 
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial 
and the St Albans Concord Division Order of the 
Sons of Temperance No. 8 Honor Roll.
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Moolap farmer, William Frederick Murdoch 1436 enlisted as a Private in the 8th Light Horse 
Regiment in Geelong on 12 July 1915, aged 20 years.

He embarked overseas on 13 November and disembarked in Egypt in mid-December, where 
he was subsequently hospitalised at the 1st Australian General Hospital in Heliopolis with 
pneumonia between 24 February – 16 March 1916. 

Shortly after his return to duty, he was re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr) and taken on strength 
of the 12th Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the newly formed 4th Australian Division at 
Serapeum on 2 April. 

The brigade departed Egypt on 2 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 10 June, then 
travelled north to le Havre to collect their field guns, horses and other equipment. They then 
moved to the Dickebusch area, where they operated for the next five months, which is also 
where Gnr Murdoch was promoted to Bombardier (Bdr) on 15 July 1916.

In mid-November, the brigade headed south and entered the front line near Longueval on 24 
November 1916. In March 1917, as the Germans withdrew to the Hindenburg Line, the 
brigade moved to Frechencourt and supported the capture of Lagnicourt on 25 March.

William Frederick Murdoch
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12th Field Artillery Brigade preparing an 18-pounder battery for an attack on Lagnicourt, March 1917

Artillery was not required for the first attack on Bullecourt on 11 April, which ended in 
disaster, but the 12th FAB provided fire support for the second attempt during May, after 
which the British turned their attention to Belgium.

In mid-July 1917, the brigade established firing positions in Nieuwpoort, on the Belgian 
coast, and they supported British and Belgian troops there until 27 August. 

The brigade moved south to the Ypres area in late September and supported actions on the 
Menin Road and Westhoek Ridge, which is where Bdr Murdoch was gassed on 18 September 
1917.

He was evacuated to the 10th (British) Casualty Clearing Station later that day, then 
transported via No. 31 Ambulance Train to Camiers, where he was hospitalised at the 18th

General Hospital from 20 – 30 September. 

Subsequently diagnosed with pleurisy, Bdr Murdoch was transferred to England and admitted 
to the 2nd Birmingham War Hospital between 30 September – 12 February 1918.

His condition failed to improve, and he embarked for return to Australia on 16 March.

Bombardier 1436 William Frederick Murdoch disembarked in Melbourne on 22 May, where 
he was medically discharged from the AIF on 21 September 1918.
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Name: Murdoch, William Frederick
Service Number 1436
Date enlisted 12 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 8th Light Horse Regiment
Previous military service 29th Light Horse Regiment, CMF
Date and ship embarked for overseas 13 November 1915

HMAT A6 Clan McCorquodale
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years 3 months (5 May 1895)
Place of birth Yanac, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Murdoch, Mr Andrew, father, 

Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 10 stone, 4 lbs, 
chest measurement – 37 inches

Final Rank Bombardier
Final Unit 12th Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 18 September 1917

near Ypres, Belgium
Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia 16 March 1918

HT Kanowna
Date discharged 21 September 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (pleurisy)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 1958.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.
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Bendigo born Arthur Carl Nancarrow 5159 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 5th Infantry 
Battalion in Melbourne on 1 February 1916. 

He embarked overseas on 1 April and disembarked in Egypt on 11 May, where he joined the 
15th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Tel el Kebir. 

He departed Egypt on 21 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 30 June. He was 
subsequently taken on strength of the 57th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of 
the 5th Australian Division, in the line at Fromelles, on 21 July – the day after the disastrous 
battle of the same name.

Over the ensuing days and nights numerous small parties of Australians crept out under fire, 
and against orders, to recover as many of their wounded comrades and as much discarded 
equipment as they could. The 57th Battalion is estimated to have recovered between 300 – 400 
men, at the cost of 127 casualties of their own (34 killed). The battalion then remained in the 
Fromelles front line for several months.

They moved south to Mametz in early March 1917, after patrols discovered that the Germans 
had vacated their forward trench system and withdrawn to newly prepared positions on the 
Hindenburg Line. 

Following the 2nd Division’s success at Bullecourt on 3 May, the 57th Battalion took over part 
of the new front line between 9 – 13 May and defended the recent gains, for the loss of 73 
casualties (15 killed).

Pte Nancarrow contracted influenza and was hospitalised at the 15th Field Ambulance 
between 19 – 30 May, when he rejoined his unit. He was later granted leave in England from 
21 August – 1 September, as British attention turned north.

In mid-September, the 57th Battalion moved into Belgium to participate in the 5th Division’s 
assault on Polygon Wood set for 26 September 1917. While in reserve for the battle, the 
battalion undertook carrying work under fire, sustaining 141 casualties (35 killed), then 
remained in the Ypres area for the next six months.

When news of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme filtered through in late March 
1918, the Australian units in the north were put on alert and then rushed south to meet it. The 
57th Battalion arrived at Corbie on 30 March and quickly established their defences, although 
the peak of the assault had passed. 

The Germans made one more concerted effort on 24 April, when they captured Villers-
Bretonneux from the inexperienced British units defending it. The capture of the village 
meant the Germans could now shell the crucial rail hub of Amiens.

The position needed to be swiftly rectified and at 10:00 pm on 24 April 1918, the 13th and 15th

Brigades (including the 57th Battalion) staged a daring, night-time counterattack at bayonet 
point and without artillery support. 

Arthur Carl Nancarrow
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The Germans were stunned and, over the course of the next two days, eventually routed, as 
the Australians re-captured Villers-Bretonneux. Overall 57th Battalion casualties numbered 
only 72 (12 killed) while German casualties were significantly higher. 

Artwork depicting the Australian night counterattack at Villers-Bretonneux

The 57th Battalion was mainly in reserve for the allies’ Amiens offensive on 8 August, 
following which Pte Nancarrow was granted further leave in England from 22 August – 12 
September.

The battalion’s last major action, the joint Australian and American assault on the Hindenburg 
Line, occurred between 29 September – 1 October 1918, when the 5th Division (including the 
57th Battalion) passed through the American 30th Division and captured Bellicourt, then left 
the front line the next day. 

After the war had ended, Pte Nancarrow was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 24 
January 1919. 

He left France for the last time on 24 March and embarked for return to Australia on 15 May.

Lance Corporal 5159 Arthur Carl Nancarrow disembarked in Melbourne on 28 June, where 
he was discharged from the AIF on 28 September 1919.
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Name: Nancarrow, Arthur Carl
Service Number 5159
Date enlisted 1 February 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 5th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 1 April 1916

HMAT A23 Suffolk
Stated age/DOB (if known) 28 years 9 months (22 April 1888)
Place of birth Bendigo, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Carter, Mrs Hilda, sister, 

382 Barnard Street, 
Bendigo, Victoria

Permanent address Bendigo, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 9 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35/39 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 15 May 1919

HT Orontes
Date discharged 28 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Family living in Moolap in 1915.

Died 20 April 1955.
Also remembered on the Bendigo Roll of Honor, 
Leopold War Memorial and the Lorquon & District 
Honor Roll. 
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We know that Henry Pannowitz (or Pannowitcz) served overseas during the First World War, 
but we don’t know whether it was with the AIF or with British or New Zealand forces.

We also don’t know if he perhaps enlisted under an assumed name, or if his actual name was 
misspelt during the enlistment process. 

There is no record at either the National Archives of Australia or at Archives New Zealand of 
anyone with the surname Pannowitz/Pannowitcz (or any derivative thereof) serving in the 
AIF or NZEF.

Hopefully a descendant will be able to shed further light on this mystery in the future.

Henry Joseph Pannowitz/Pannowitcz

Name: Pannowitz/Pannowitcz, Henry Joseph
Place of birth Hamilton, Victoria – c.1900
Marital status Single
Fate Returned to Australia – November 1919
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Also remembered on the Shire of South Barwon 
Honor Roll (Pannowitcz) and Leopold War 
Memorial (Pannowitz).
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Private (Pte) 9028 John Walter Charles Profitt enlisted in the 6th Field Ambulance (FA) in the 
6th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 9 July 1915. 

He embarked overseas on 28 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 29 February, where 
he was taken on strength of the 6th Field Ambulance at Moascar on 10 March. A field 
ambulance company (at Brigade level) was responsible for the second line casualty 
evacuations from the first line regimental aid posts (at Battalion level).

The unit departed Egypt on 19 March and landed at Marseilles on 27 March. They entrained 
north to the Erquinghem area, where they operated throughout April – June. 

The unit travelled south to the Somme from 13 July. As the 2nd Division entered the battlefield 
at Pozieres on the night of 27 July, the 6th FA men took over the dressing station at 
Vadencourt from the 1st Division, until they were in turn relieved on 6 August. The unit then 
took over the operation of the Officer’s Hospital at Warloy, where Pte Profitt was also 
promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 18 August.

The 6th FA returned to the Somme in early November, where they established a collecting 
point on the Contelmaison – Longueval Road for the wounded being evacuated from a 7th

Brigade attack near Gueudecourt. It was while serving in this area that L Cpl Profitt sustained 
a severe gunshot wound to his abdomen on 9 November.

He was initially evacuated to the 1st Anzac Corps Main Dressing Station and then to the 36th

(British) Casualty Clearing Station at Heilly, where he died of his wounds the following day, 
10 November 1916.

John Walter Charles Profitt
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Name: Profitt, John Walter Charles
Service Number 9028
Date enlisted 9 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 6th Field Ambulance 
Date and ship embarked for overseas 28 January 1916

HMAT A32 Themistocles
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years 1 month
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation School teacher
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Profitt, Mr William, father, 

Moolap, via Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 10 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/34 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 6th Field Ambulance
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 9 November 1916

Gueudecourt, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to abdomen
Date and place died 10 November 1916

36th Casualty Clearing Station, Heilly, France
Cemetery details Heilly Station Cemetery, Heilly, France. 

Plot V, Row D, Grave 44
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 

Memorial, East Geelong School Honor Roll, East 
Geelong, St Albans & Moolap War Memorial, 
Chilwell State School Honor Roll, Leopold & 
District War Memorial, Geelong High School Honor 
Roll and State Teachers College Honor Roll 
(Parkville).

Lance Corporal 9028 John Walter Charles Profitt was buried in the Heilly Station Cemetery, 
France later that day.
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Point Henry born schoolteacher, Victor Henry William Profitt enlisted in the AIF in 
Melbourne on 23 October 1918, aged 19 years.

As the Armistice came into effect on 11 November, he did not embark overseas and was 
subsequently demobilised on 24 December 1918.

Victor Henry William Profitt

Victor Profitt in his South Bendigo Football Club uniform (left) and Geelong Football Club Honor Roll (right)
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Name: Profitt, Victor Henry William
Date enlisted 23 October 1918
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Previous military service Senior cadets – 4 years
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years 5 months (24 May 1899)
Place of birth Point Henry, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation School teacher (East Geelong SS)
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Profitt, Mr William, father, Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 8 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 31/34 inches

Fate Did not embark overseas
Date discharged 24 December 1918
Nature of discharge Demobilisation (post Armistice)
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Played 4 games for Geelong FC (1924-25).
Home Service WW2 (VX108300).
Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial, Leopold War Memorial, Geelong 
Football Club Honor Roll and Moolap School 
Honour Roll (WW2).
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Leslie Howard Richmond 3228 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in the 
6th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 21 July 1915.

He embarked overseas on 26 November and disembarked in Egypt in early January 1916, 
where he was hospitalised at the 1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis with lumbago 
and a hernia from 6 – 17 February. 

He sailed for France on 21 March and landed in Marseilles on 27 March. He entrained north 
and was taken on strength of the 22nd Battalion, billeted at Erquinghem, on 16 May.

The battalion spent the next two months rotating in and out of the front line around Fleurbaix, 
Bois Grenier and Armentieres. Because of the low-lying nature of the area, combined with a 
high water-table, the “trenches” in this region usually consisted of breastworks constructed 
above the ground.

Leslie Howard Richmond

Australian soldiers de-lousing their uniforms in the “trenches” near Armentieres, 1916

In late July, the 2nd Division moved south and entered the line at Pozieres. The 22nd Battalion, 
although not directly involved in the attacks between 27 – 30 July, nevertheless lost 60 men 
killed and 294 wounded, one of whom was Pte Richmond who sustained a shrapnel wound to 
his left forearm on 27 July.

He was initially evacuated to the 1st South Midland Casualty Clearing Station on 2 August 
then transferred to the 8th Red Cross Hospital at Le Touquet from 3 August – 3 September, 
then discharged to duty.
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Before he could rejoin his unit, he was diagnosed with a disorderly action of the heart and 
treated at the 26th General Hospital at Etaples from 11 – 19 September. He was then 
transferred to England and admitted to the Bazethorpe Military Hospital in Nottingham 
between 20 September – 9 October, after which he spent three weeks at a convalescent depot 
in Weymouth until 2 November 1916.

He spent a further two months regaining his fitness at Wareham Camp and returned to France 
on 25 January 1917, where he rejoined the 22nd Battalion near Martinpuich on 5 February. 

On 24 February, word filtered through that the Germans were in the process of evacuating 
their lines, and the 22nd Battalion was tasked with sending out a patrol east of Le Sars. At 1:00 
am the next day, the patrol moved forward and the battalion diary later noted that, “the 
remarkable quietness was extraordinary…and the night was intensely dark and so foggy that 
keeping direction was a most difficult task.” 

They occupied the German line without incident, but later that day were ordered to attack the 
next line of trenches. As the troops were exhausted, and the ground muddy and difficult to 
cross, the attack failed at the cost of 60 casualties.

Between 15 – 28 March, Pte Richmond attended the 6th Field Ambulance to be treated for 
asthma, then rejoined the 22nd Battalion at Favreuil on 20 April. 

On 3 May 1917 the 2nd Division, including the 22nd Battalion, attacked and captured a large 
section of the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt, then held fast against fierce German counter 
attacks over several hours. During the action, the 22nd Battalion sustained 438 casualties, 
including 174 killed or missing, before they were relieved the next day.

On 12 September, the 22nd Battalion moved north to Belgium to take part in the 1st and 2nd

Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, east of Ypres. The dawn attack on 20 September 
1917 was successful and the Australians advanced 1,500 metres and captured their objectives, 
albeit at a cost of over 5,000 casualties. The 22nd Battalion, although held mostly in reserve, 
nevertheless lost 33 men killed and 63 wounded. 

On the night of 3 October 1917, the 22nd Battalion again moved into front line positions near 
Zonnebeke, Belgium in readiness for their involvement for the next phase of Third Ypres. 

The Australians, including the 22nd Battalion, rose from their shell holes at 6:00 am the next 
morning and ran headlong into a German attack that had also just commenced. The Battle of 
Broodseinde Ridge continued and was a great success. The Germans were routed, and the 
newly captured ground was consolidated, at a cost to the battalion of 239 casualties, including 
82 killed, most of which occurred during the Germans’ preliminary bombardment.

Like the bulk of the AIF, the 22nd Battalion spent the remainder of 1917 and early 1918 
recuperating in the Ypres and Messines area, during which time Pte Richmond was also 
promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 22 October, then granted leave in England from 13 
February 1918. 
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While in England, he contracted influenza and was hospitalised at the 1st Auxiliary Hospital at 
Harefield from 21 February – 6 March. He returned to France on 13 March and rejoined the 
battalion three days later.

Following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22nd Battalion was rushed 
south and had arrived at Dernancourt by 7 April, where battalion orders were issued and 
simply read, “There will be no withdrawal. Every bit of ground will be fought for.”

L Cpl Richmond was further promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 17 May. Two days later, the 6th

Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the front line around 
Morlancourt. The 22nd Battalion was heavily involved in the assault, which was considered a 
complete success with 330 Germans and 45 machine guns captured. Overall 22nd Battalion 
casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed).

On 10 July the battalion moved to the Aubigny area, west of Corbie, where they were 
subjected to several prolonged mustard gas bombardments. The worst of these came on the 
night of 16 – 17 July, when an estimated 7,000 gas shells landed in the battalion area and 
caused over 200 casualties, one of whom was Cpl Richmond who was gassed on 17 July. 

He was evacuated to the 5th Casualty Clearing Station at Picquigny from 17 July – 3 August, 
then transferred to England and admitted to the Connaught Hospital at Aldershot between 5 
August – 3 September, then granted leave until 17 September.

He spent a week in the Fovant Military Hospital with influenza from 30 October – 8 
November and was discharged to the Overseas Training Brigade on 27 November. 

Before he could return to France and rejoin the 22nd Battalion, on 25 January 1919, he was 
detached for duty with AIF Headquarters in London to work in the records section, where he 
served for the next ten months, being promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 3 April 1919.

Sgt Richmond enjoyed a final period of leave in England from 30 September – 20 October, 
then embarked for return to Australia on 9 December 1919.

Sergeant 3228 Leslie Howard Richmond disembarked in Melbourne on 27 January, where he 
was discharged from the AIF on 27 April 1920. 
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Name: Richmond, Leslie Howard
Service Number 3228
Date enlisted 21 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 26 November 1915

HMAT A73 Commonwealth
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years 1 month
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Billiard marker
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Moore, Mrs May, sister, 

Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 10 stone, 
chest measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit AIF Headquarters
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 27 July 1916

Pozieres, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to left forearm
Date and place wounded (2) 17 July 1918

Aubigny, France
Nature of wounds (2) Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia 9 December 1919

HT Borda
Date discharged 27 April 1920
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 1972.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.
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Percy Clifford Scott tried to enlist in the AIF in May 1917 and October 1918 but was rejected 
on each occasion for medical reasons (poor teeth and a weak appendix scar).

His next of kin was an aunt who lived in Portarlington, and his father was previously a 
Station Master in the Victorian Railways, so the family probably moved around quite a bit. 

Percy was enrolled at Moolap State School in 1907. 

Percy Clifford Scott

Name: Scott, Percy Clifford
Dates enlisted 30 May 1917 and 

25 October 1918
Places enlisted Preston Valley, WA and 

Warracknabeal, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years
Place of birth Warragul, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Orchardist
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Grey, Mrs Robert, aunt, 

“Bella Vista”, 
Portarlington, Victoria

Permanent address Preston Valley, WA
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 9 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 31/35 inches

Dates discharged 31 May 1917 and
28 October 1918

Nature of discharge Enlistment cancelled (medically unfit)
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial. 



73

Thomas Edward Silk 3865, a 31-year-old gardener from Whittington, enlisted as a Private 
(Pte) in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in 
Geelong on 12 June 1916.

He embarked overseas on 19 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 14 November, 
where he joined the 8th (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He left England on 17 December and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 29th Battalion, resting at Dernancourt, on 23 December 1916.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in late February 1917, a raiding 
party of 32 men from the 29th Battalion assaulted the German lines near Gueudecourt in the 
early hours of 2 March, where they captured about 250 yards of enemy trench along with 14 
German prisoners. 

The battalion also successfully fought off a strong German attack at Beaumetz on 23 March, 
for the loss of 134 casualties (29 killed). 

Pte Silk was evacuated sick with debility (later diagnosed as a disorderly action of the heart) 
on 18 July. He was initially treated at the 8th Field Ambulance from 19 – 26 July, then 
transferred to the 12th General Hospital at Rouen from 26 – 28 July. 

He spent three weeks at the No. 2 Convalescent Depot at Rouen between 28 July – 21 
August, but his condition did not improve, and he was deemed unfit for further military 
service.

Thomas Edward Silk
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Name: Silk, Thomas Edward
Service Number 3865
Date enlisted 12 June 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 September 1916

HMAT A73 Commonwealth
Stated age/DOB (if known) 31 years 5 months
Place of birth Howlong, NSW
Marital status Single
Occupation Gardener
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Silk, Mrs Josephine, mother, 

Whittington, Victoria
Permanent address Whittington, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 12 lbs, 
chest measurement – 35/38 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 31 January 1918

HT Argyllshire
Date discharged 18 May 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (illness)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 17 July 1966.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial 
and the St Albans Concord Division Order of the 
Sons of Temperance No. 8 Honor Roll.

He returned to England on 12 November and subsequently embarked for return to Australia 
on 31 January 1918.

Private 3865 Thomas Edward Silk disembarked in Melbourne on 13 April, where he was 
medically discharged from the AIF on 18 May 1918.
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Moolap farmer, Herbert Thomas 6110 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 14th Infantry Battalion 
in the 4th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Australian Division in Geelong on 27 March 1916.

He embarked overseas on 1 August and disembarked in Plymouth on 25 September, where he 
joined the 4th (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire. After three months there, he left 
England on 4 December and landed in France the following day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 14th Battalion, in the field at Ribemont, on 5 January 1917.

The battalion moved into the line near Flers on 23 January, where Pte Thomas was evacuated 
with shell shock four days later, on 27 January. He was subsequently treated at the 21st

(British) Casualty Clearing Station from 27 January – 4 February. 

Before he could rejoin the battalion, he also contracted a slight case of meningitis which saw 
him hospitalised at the 9th General Hospital in Rouen from 19 – 25 February, then transferred 
to the 12th General Hospital (also in Rouen) between 27 February – 12 March. 

Apparently still affected by shell shock, Pte Thomas was subsequently transferred to England 
and admitted to the Reading War Hospital from 14 March – 25 May, then granted leave until 
7 June 1917. After a further two months regaining his fitness, Pte Thomas returned to France 
on 18 August and rejoined the 14th Battalion, resting at Fontaine-les-Boulans, on 7 
September. 

Later that month, the 4th Division, including the 14th Battalion, moved into Belgium, where 
they were involved in the successful assault on Polygon Wood on 26 September 1917, for the 
loss of 138 casualties, one of whom was Pte Thomas who again suffered shell shock during 
the battle. 

Herbert Thomas

Polygon Wood, 28 September 1917



76

He was evacuated and treated at several medical facilities before spending three months at the 
6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples between 5 October – 5 January 1918.

Pte Thomas eventually rejoined the 14th Battalion at Vierstraat on 26 January. Shortly 
afterwards, the battalion entered the front line near Fusilier Wood in the Ypres Canal sector 
where, between 30 January – 11 February, they were subjected to numerous German gas 
bombardments, often lasting hours at a time. They sustained over 270 casualties during this 
period, one of whom was Pte Thomas, who was gassed on 10 February.

He was evacuated to the 8th Canadian Stationary Hospital at Camiers from 11 February – 6 
March, then transferred to England and admitted to the Brook War Hospital in London 
between 6 – 22 March, after which he was granted leave from 3 – 17 April.

After another four months of convalescence, Pte Thomas returned to France and rejoined the 
14th Battalion at Estrees on 13 September 1918. 

The battalion next participated in the successful Australian attack on the Hindenburg Outpost 
Line at Le Verguier between 18 – 21 September, capturing 75 prisoners, 15 field guns and 80 
machine guns, for the loss of 94 casualties of their own – about 25% of battalion strength by 
that stage – then left the line for the last time on 21 September.

Pte Thomas attended the 4th Brigade School between 29 September – 19 October, then spent 
ten days at the 4th Field Ambulance with venereal disease from 17 – 27 December 1918.

He was transferred and taken on strength of the 4th Division Headquarters at Dinant on 10 
January 1919, where he served for the next two months, before leaving France for the last 
time on 6 April.

While waiting for transport home, he came down with appendicitis and was hospitalised at 
the 1st Australian General Hospital at Sutton Veny from 13 June. His hospital discharge date 
is unknown, but he embarked for return to Australia on 28 August.

Private 6110 Herbert Thomas disembarked in Melbourne on 23 October, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 15 February 1920.
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Name: Thomas, Herbert
Service Number 6110
Date enlisted 27 March 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 14th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 1 August 1916

HMAT A28 Miltiades
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years 2 months (10 Jan 1897)
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Farmer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Thomas, Miss Edith, sister, 

75 Clarke Street, 
Newtown, Victoria

Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 1 lb, 
chest measurement – 36 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 4th Australian Division Headquarters
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 27 January 1917

Flers, France
Nature of wounds Shell shock
Date and place wounded (2) 26 September 1917

Polygon Wood, Belgium
Nature of wounds (2) Shell shock 
Date and place wounded (3) 10 February 1918

Fusilier Wood, Belgium
Nature of wounds (3) Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia 28 August 1919

HT Kanowna
Date discharged 15 February 1920
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 8 June 1967.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial. 
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Frederick Thomas Twitt 3276, a 21-year-old saddler from Whittington, enlisted as a Private 
(Pte) in the 21st Infantry Battalion in Geelong on 10 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 18 
November and disembarked in Egypt in late December.

During the reorganisation of the AIF undertaken in early 1916, Pte Twitt was transferred and 
taken on strength of the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th

Australian Division at Tel el Kebir on 15 March 1916.

The battalion departed Egypt on 17 June and landed at Marseilles on 23 June, where they 
entrained north to the Hazebrouck area. They marched to Sailly-sur-la-Lys and into the front 
line for the first time, near Fleurbaix, on 11 July, where they came under a heavy, two-hour 
German artillery bombardment on 15 July. The severity of the bombardment is evident in the 
high number of casualties sustained by the battalion during that short period – 103 men 
wounded and 47 killed, one of whom was Pte Twitt.

Frederick Thomas Twitt



79

Name: Twitt, Frederick Thomas
Service Number 3276
Date enlisted 10 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 November 1915

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years 4 months
Place of birth Brunswick, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Saddler
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Twitt, Mrs Elizabeth, mother, 

c/- Whittington PO, Victoria
Permanent address Whittington, Victoria
Appearance Ruddy complexion, dark hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 12 lbs, 
chest measurement – 36 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 15 July 1916

Fleurbaix, France
Cemetery details Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery, 

Fleurbaix, France. 
Plot I, Row K, Grave 29

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Cousin of Gordon Twitt (SN 3275).

Attended Moolap State School.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial, 
East Geelong School Honor Roll, Leopold State 
School Honor Roll, East Geelong, St Albans & 
Moolap War Memorial and the St Albans Concord 
Division Order of the Sons of Temperance No. 8 
Honor Roll.

Private 3276 Frederick Thomas Twitt was subsequently buried in the Rue-Petillon Military 
Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France on 19 July 1916.
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Moolap blacksmith, Gordon Wilfred Joseph Twitt 3275 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 21st

Infantry Battalion in Geelong on 16 July 1915, aged almost 22 years.

He embarked overseas on 18 November and disembarked in Egypt in late-December.

During the reorganisation of the AIF in early 1916, Pte Twitt was transferred and taken on 
strength of the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian 
Division at Tel el Kebir on 15 March 1916. 

The battalion departed Egypt on 17 June and landed at Marseilles on 23 June, where they 
entrained north to the Hazebrouck area. 

They marched to Sailly-sur-la-Lys and into the front line for the first time, near Fleurbaix, on 
11 July, where they came under a heavy, two-hour German artillery bombardment on the 
night of 14 – 15 July. The severity of the bombardment is evident in the high number of 
casualties sustained by the battalion during that short period – 47 men killed and 103 
wounded, one of whom was Pte Twitt, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his leg and buttocks 
on 14 July.

He was initially evacuated to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne from 15 – 16 
July, then transferred to England and admitted to the Edmonton Military Hospital between 18 
July – 6 September 1916.

After a short period of leave and then several months’ training, Pte Twitt returned to France 
on 25 January 1917, where he rejoined the 58th Battalion near Gueudecourt on 9 February.

Gordon Wilfred Joseph Twitt
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He was later evacuated sick to the 5th Division Rest Station with a septic hand from 14 – 31 
March, then rejoined his unit.

After the Germans withdrew their defences to newly prepared positions on the Hindenburg 
Line during February and March 1917, the allies pushed forward to establish contact. In the 
latter stages of the Second Battle of Bullecourt, the 58th Battalion successfully defended 
earlier gains against German counterattacks between 10 – 13 May, for the loss of 60 men 
killed and 242 wounded, one of whom was Pte Twitt who sustained shrapnel wounds to his 
right thigh and leg on 12 May.

He was initially evacuated to the 29th (British) Casualty Clearing Station from 12 – 14 May, 
then to the 32nd General Hospital at Wimereux from 15 – 19 May. Subsequently transferred to 
England and admitted to the Croydon War Hospital between 19 May – 22 August, he was 
then granted leave until 5 September 1917. 

During that time, he contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the No.1 Australian 
Dermatological Hospital in Bulford from 20 September – 7 November. After spending a 
month with the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill, Pte Twitt returned to 
France on 11 January 1918, where he rejoined the 58th Battalion at Courset on 15 January.

In response to the German Spring Offensive, the 5th Division moved south on 27 March and 
the 58th Battalion went into defensive positions along the Somme Canal. On the night of 24 
April, the battalion participated in the daring Australian night counterattack that eventually 
re-captured Villers-Bretonneux two days later, at the cost of 69 casualties (14 killed).

On 4 July 1918, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15th Brigade, including the 
58th Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. They captured 
around 30 prisoners and ten machine guns, for the loss of 40 casualties, including ten killed.

During the offensive from Amiens on 8 August, the 5th Division “passed through” the 3rd

Division and continued for several kilometres, capturing the villages of Harbonnieres and 
Vauvillers. By late August, they had reached the fortified town of Peronne, which the 58th

Battalion helped to capture on the night of 1 September 1918, for the loss of 85 casualties. 

When the exhausted 5th Division reached the heavily fortified Hindenburg Line, a fresh, full 
strength American division was attached to it for the planned assault. The 30th American 
Division attacked on 27 September and progressed well. The 5th Division, including the 58th

Battalion, continued the assault on 29 September. They captured the village of Bellicourt and 
defended their gains the next day, for the loss of 128 battalion casualties, after which they left 
the front line for the final time on 1 October.

Pte Twitt was granted leave in England between 9 – 27 November, then rejoined his unit. He 
returned to England on 15 February 1919 and embarked for return to Australia on 13 April.

Private 3275 Gordon Wilfred Joseph Twitt disembarked in Melbourne on 31 May, where he 
was medically discharged from the AIF on 25 July 1919 (no details available).
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Name: Twitt, Gordon Wilfred Joseph
Service Number 3275
Date enlisted 16 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 18 November 1915

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years 10 months
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Blacksmith
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Twitt, Mr Joseph, father, 

Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 
chest measurement – 33 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 14 July 1916

Fleurbaix, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to leg and buttocks
Date and place wounded (2) 12 May 1917

Bullecourt, France
Nature of wounds (2) Shrapnel wounds to right thigh and leg
Date and ship embarked for Australia 13 April 1919

HT Wyreema
Date discharged 25 July 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (no details)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Cousin of Frederick Twitt (SN 3276).

Died 3 July 1975.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial 
and the St Albans Concord Division Order of the 
Sons of Temperance No. 8 Honor Roll.
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Tram conductor Joseph Warnock 2414 enlisted as a Driver (Dvr) in the Australian Divisional 
Ammunition Column in Melbourne on 20 August 1914. Being a Driver meant that he drove a 
team of two horses or mules. An Ammunition Column sourced and managed all manner of 
ammunition supplies, from artillery shells to bullets. 

He embarked overseas on 20 October and disembarked in Egypt in early December. After the 
infantry landings at Gallipoli from 25 April 1915, the ammunition column followed from 30 
April. 

Little is known about Dvr Warnock’s service on Gallipoli, but he would have been involved 
with the storage of supplies in the dumps near the beach, and the distribution of same up 
through the hills to the troops in the line, until the evacuation in late December.

On 26 March 1916, the re-named 1st Divisional Ammunition Column (DAC) departed Egypt 
and landed at Marseilles on 2 April, where they entrained north to collect their equipment. 

The column moved south to the Somme in readiness for the 1st Division’s attack on Pozieres, 
set for 23 July 1916 where, over the next eight days and nights, they regularly supplied 
ammunition to the field artillery batteries and the front line. This was quite a dangerous duty 
as the German artillery regularly targeted the supply columns.

On 8 September, Dvr Warnock was re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr) – at his own request – and 
transferred to the V1A Heavy Trench Mortar Battery in the 1st Australian Division at Ypres.

Joseph Warnock MM

Five members of a Heavy Trench Mortar Battery loading a shell, August 1916
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The battery left Ypres in mid-October and moved south to Albert, where they operated for the 
next three months, then moved to Bazentin from early February to late May 1917, seeing 
very little action throughout the entire eight-month period.

Gnr Warnock was evacuated sick with bronchitis to the 3rd Field Ambulance from 3 – 10 
June. A few weeks after his return he was promoted to Bombardier (Bdr) on 5 July 1917.

The battery moved back into Belgium from mid-July to November, but were mainly used in 
ammunition dump work, although Gnr Warnock sustained a slight wound (no details) and 
remained at duty on 8 November. The next day he commenced a short detachment to the 2nd

Field Artillery Brigade between 9 – 28 November 1917.

He was evacuated sick with laryngitis on 3 January 1918. Initially treated at the 1st Australian 
Casualty Clearing Station from 3 – 5 January, he was transferred via Hospital Train No. 23 to 
Etaples, where he was admitted to the 7th Canadian General Hospital between 5 – 22 January. 

Bdr Warnock rejoined his unit at Merris on 14 February, around the same time its name was 
changed to 1st Medium Trench Mortar Battery, and they were re-equipped with new 6-inch 
Newton Medium Trench Mortars, which fired a 21 kg shell up to 1,300 metres. 

Medium Trench Mortar Battery crew firing a Newton Mortar, April 1918

Following the German breakthrough around Armentieres in early April 1918, the trench 
mortar batteries went into action in the defence of Hazebrouck, where Bdr Warnock sustained 
another slight wound (no details) on 17 April, but remained at duty. 
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Bdr Warnock was recommended for the Distinguished Conduct Medal in early July, but this 
was later downgraded to a Special Mention in Divisional Orders. The citation read:

“South of STRAZEELE on night of 27-28 June 1918. This N.C.O. was in charge of a 
6” Newton Mortar, and whilst firing the flash from the gun set fire to camouflage 
around gun-pit, which spread to charges of prepared ammunition. These charges had 
been set in the wings of the bombs, and had ignited. With magnificent courage, 
coolness, and a total disregard of personal danger he dashed forward and dragged 
the burning bombs away, thus preventing the fire from spreading to the remainder of 
prepared ammunition. His extreme fearlessness and devotion to duty set a fine 
example to his detachment and is worthy of the highest praise.”

Barely a week later, he was recommended for, and on 24 July duly awarded, the Military 
Medal for a separate action, with the citation reading as follows:

“During a raid by our Infantry near STRAZEELE on the night of 9 July 1918, Bmdr 
WARNOCK was in charge of a mortar which came under heavy fire. By his courage 
and devotion, the complete task was carried out. On the enemy fire increasing he 
ordered the whole of his crew under cover and worked the gun singlehanded. By his 
unselfish action and devotion to duty he, at the risk of his own life, saved the lives of 
his men and at the same time carried out his allotted task of supporting our Infantry 
who were attacking.”

He was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 9 July and the battery moved south to the Somme 
region in early August in preparation for the allies’ Amiens offensive, where they provided 
fire support for the 1st Division’s involvement on 9 August.

They moved forward with the infantry and provided further support for the 1st Division’s 
successful attack on Chuignes on the night of 22 – 23 August. 

At about this time, Cpl Warnock left the line and entrained for Taranto in Italy, where he 
subsequently embarked for return to Australia on 24 September.

Corporal 2414 Joseph Warnock MM disembarked in Melbourne on 23 November, where he 
was medically discharged (no details) from the AIF on 24 January 1919.
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Name: Warnock, Joseph
Service Number 2414
Date enlisted 20 August 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Driver
Initial Unit Australian Divisional Ammunition Column
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 October 1914

HMAT A9 Shropshire
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years 10 months
Place of birth Thornbury, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Tram conductor
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Wrigglesworth, Miss, friend, 

Avon Park, 
Stratford, Victoria

Permanent address 49 Spencer Street, 
Thornbury, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 
height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 10 stone, 10 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/36 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 1st Medium Trench Mortar Battery
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium, Italy
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 24 September 1918

HT Kaiser-a-Hind
Date discharged 24 January 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (no details)
Honours/medals Military Medal, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, 

Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 24 January 1925 (Tuberculosis).
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.
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Born at Mannerim, Robert Leslie Warren 1910 enlisted as a Private (Pte) in the 60th Infantry 
Battalion in Melbourne on 6 July 1915, aged 22 years. 

He embarked overseas on 4 May 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 10 June, where he was 
hospitalised at the 2nd Australian Stationary Hospital suffering from an anal fistula from 27 
June – 5 July. 

He left Egypt on 2 August and landed in England just over a week later, where he joined the 
15th (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire. 

Shortly after that, on 10 September he sailed for France, where he was transferred and taken 
on strength of the 58th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian 
Division, in the front-line opposite Fromelles, on 30 September 1916. 

As winter set in, the battalion moved south to the Somme and manned the support trenches 
near Flers in late November, where Pte Warren later developed trench feet and was evacuated 
to the 36th (British) Casualty Clearing Station on 29 November. 

He was transferred via ambulance train to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital at Camiers from 
1 – 3 December, then sailed to England, where he was admitted to the 3rd London General 
Hospital at Wandsworth between 4 December – 29 January 1917. 

After enjoying two weeks leave until 13 February, he was discharged for duty to the Perham 
Downs Camp in Wiltshire. 

Before he could return to France, Pte Warren was admitted to the Hurdcott Military Hospital 
on 23 May, due to problems with his left arm and hand. Although discharged to duty in early 
June, the problem persisted and was subsequently diagnosed as contraction and oedema 
(painful swelling) in his left hand.

Deemed unfit for further military service, he eventually embarked for return to Australia on 
27 September.

Private 1910 Robert Leslie Warren disembarked in Melbourne on 18 November, where he 
was medically discharged from the AIF on 25 February 1918.

Robert Leslie Warren
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Name: Warren, Robert Leslie
Service Number 1910
Date enlisted 6 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 60th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 4 May 1916

HMAT A17 Port Lincoln
Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years
Place of birth Mannerim, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer/Butcher
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Warren, Mr Charles, father, 

Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, hazel eyes, 

height – 5 feet 2 ½ inches, weight – 10 stone, 8 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 27 September 1917

HT Suevic
Date discharged 25 February 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (illness)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 22 February 1919 (influenza). 
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial, St 
Albans Concord Division Order of the Sons of 
Temperance No. 8 Honor Roll, Marcus & Mannerim 
Roll of Honor and the Mannerim, Marcus Hill and 
Swan Bay War Memorial.
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Electrician Edmund Theodore Wellings 2734 enlisted as a Driver (Dvr) in the Australian 
Divisional Ammunition Column at Victoria Barracks in Melbourne on 19 August 1914. Being 
a Driver meant that he drove a team of two horses or mules. An Ammunition Column sourced 
and managed all manner of ammunition supplies, from artillery shells to bullets. 

He embarked overseas on 20 October and disembarked in Egypt in early December. After the 
infantry landings at Gallipoli from 25 April 1915, the ammunition column followed from 30 
April. 

Little is known about Dvr Wellings’ service on Gallipoli, but he would have been involved 
with the storage of supplies in the dumps near the beach, and the distribution of same up 
through the hills to the troops in the line, until the evacuation in late December.

On 26 March 1916, the re-named 1st Divisional Ammunition Column (DAC) departed Egypt 
and landed at Marseilles on 2 April, where they entrained north to collect their equipment. 

Dvr Wellings was evacuated sick with varicocele on 31 May and spent the next six weeks at 
the 30th General Hospital at Calais, then rejoined the column at Vignacourt on 14 July.

The column had already moved south to the Somme in readiness for the 1st Division’s attack 
on Pozieres, set for 23 July 1916 where, over the next eight days and nights, they regularly 
supplied ammunition to the field artillery batteries and the front line. This was quite a 
dangerous duty as the German artillery regularly targeted the supply columns. They then 
remained in the Somme area throughout August – December 1916.

Dvr Wellings contracted venereal disease on 26 December and was evacuated to the 51st

General Hospital at Etaples from 1 January – 2 February 1917. He returned to duty on 29 
March but shortly after was transferred and taken on strength of the 1st Division Artillery 
Headquarters at Lavieville on 1 April. 

On 4 June 1917, Dvr Wellings was charged with “impeding an N.C.O. from legally exercising 
authority on behalf of the Provost Martial.” The exact details are unknown, but he was 
subsequently tried at a Field General Court Martial on 8 June. Found guilty of the charge, he 
was sentenced to 21 days’ Field Punishment No. 2, which involved additional work duties, 
sometimes under restraint. 

The 1st Division Artillery Headquarters moved to Reninghelst on 13 August. They were 
subjected to a German aerial bombing on the night of 19 August, which resulted in one man 
being killed and five wounded, including Dvr Wellings who sustained bomb wounds to his 
head and left shoulder during the attack.

He was initially evacuated to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital from 21 – 26 August, then 
transferred to England and admitted to the Bethnal Green Military Hospital between 26 
August – 13 September, then granted leave until 27 September. 

Edmund Theodore Wellings
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Name: Wellings, Edmund Theodore
Service Number 2734
Date enlisted 19 August 1914
Place enlisted Victoria Barracks, Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Driver
Initial Unit Australian Divisional Ammunition Column
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 October 1914

HMAT A9 Shropshire
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years 5 months
Place of birth Barwon Downs, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Electrician
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Wellings, Mr George, father, 

Richardson Street, 
Essendon, Victoria

Permanent address Essendon, Victoria
Appearance Clear complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 ¾ inches, weight – 9 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/36 inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 1st Australian Division Artillery Headquarters
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 19 August 1917

Reninghelst, Belgium
Nature of wounds Bomb wounds to head & left shoulder
Date and ship embarked for Australia 21 December 1917

HT Persic
Date discharged 16 March 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (illness)
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Died 30 November 1967.
Also remembered on the Leopold War Memorial.

He spent a fortnight at the Tidworth Military Hospital with asthma from 9 – 23 October, then 
embarked for return to Australia on 21 December 1917.

Driver 2734 Edmund Theodore Wellings disembarked in Melbourne on 12 February, where 
he was medically discharged from the AIF on 16 March 1918.
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Private (Pte) 2757 Thomas Norman Willis enlisted in the 57th Infantry Battalion in the 15th

Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Melbourne on 2 August 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 2 October and disembarked in Plymouth on 16 November, where he joined the 
15th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp.

He left England on 30 December and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 57th Battalion at Delville Wood on 7 February 1917, one of 133 reinforcements 
received that day.

Following the Germans’ strategic withdrawal to new defensive positions during February 
1917, the 57th Battalion moved into the new front line at Bullecourt between 9 – 13 May to 
defend the gains made by the 2nd Division, for the loss of 73 casualties (15 killed).

On 17 September, the 57th Battalion moved north to Belgium to participate in Third Ypres, 
where Pte Willis was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 20 September. 

The battalion was already formed up late on 25 September in readiness for the 5th Division’s 
assault on Polygon Wood the next day, when a German artillery barrage struck them during 
the night and caused 82 casualties (30 killed or missing), one of whom was L Cpl Willis, who 
was initially declared missing, then later, killed in action on 26 September 1917. His body 
was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Thomas Norman Willis

Polygon Wood after the battle

Lance Corporal 2757 Thomas Norman Willis is remembered on Panel 29 of the Ypres, 
(Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium.
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Name: Willis, Thomas Norman
Service Number 2757
Date enlisted 2 August 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Previous military service 29th Light Horse (CMF) – 2 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas 2 October 1916

HMAT A71 Nestor
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years 7 months (7/12/1895)
Place of birth Moolap, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Stockman
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Willis, Mr Joseph, father, 

Moolap, Victoria
Permanent address Moolap, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 10 inches, weight – 9 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34/37 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 26 September 1917

Polygon Wood, Belgium
Cemetery details No known grave. Remembered on Panel 29 of the 

Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Attended Moolap State School.

Also remembered on the Leopold & District Honor 
Roll, Leopold War Memorial, St Mark’s Anglican 
Church Honor Roll (Leopold), East Geelong St 
Albans & Moolap War Memorial, Geelong & 
District Peace Memorial and the Geelong College 
Roll of Honour.
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