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Introduction

On 8 February 1910, 79 students, together with eight teachers and an acting headmaster,
began classes in several disused rooms at the Gordon Memorial Technical College. Twelve
months later, enrolment had increased to 150 and 12 rooms were being used at the Gordon.

The school was soon named the Geelong High School and, as such, became Geelong's first
state secondary school. The current site in East Geelong, together with school buildings
sufficient to accommodate 450 students, was completed in August 1915.

This book contains the detailed stories of 55 former students and staff who served in either
the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) or the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) during the Great
War of 1914 — 1919, and whose names are listed on the Geelong High School Honor Roll,
situated in the foyer of the school office.

There is naturally some overlap of names with the Geelong & District Peace Memorial
(Johnston Park), State Teachers College Honor Roll (Parkville), East Geelong, St Albans &
Moolap War Memorial, Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll and Geelong College Roll of
Honor just to name just a few. In situations where the men are named on multiple rolls or
memorials, full details have been included on their individual pages (where known).

In Australia we are very fortunate to enjoy access to some fantastic primary source material
and original photos via the Australian War Memorial and National Archives of Australia, and
much of the information on each soldier has been sourced from those records.

Secondary sources have enabled me to add extra detail to the men’s stories, and for those
interested in such things, I have provided an extensive bibliography at the end of the book.

During my research, I was unable to satisfactorily identify just one man on the Honor Roll. I
could find no John J Higgins who enlisted in either the AIF or RAN during WW1. I did find a
James I Higgins, who lived in Gheringhap Street at the time of his enlistment, so I have
decided to include this man in the absence of any other suitable candidate. If anyone can
throw further light on the mystery man, please feel free to email me with the details.

I am a former Geelong HS student (1976 — 1981) and have a genuine passion for sharing
Australia’s WW1 history, so [ hope you enjoy reading about these 55 brave men — you will
find their stories are many and varied — and I trust that [ have done them justice in the telling.

Lest We Forget.

Robert Wight
Strathfieldsaye, Victoria
April 2026



Australia’s involvement in WW1

Please note the following is not a complete historical account and is designed to give the
reader a brief picture of what happened at various times and places where the Australian
Imperial Force (AIF) saw action during WW1, consistent with the experiences of the men
from Geelong High School who served.

1914

The July murder of the Austro-Hungarian Archduke Ferdinand set in train a series of events
that quickly led to war. In less than five weeks Germany had declared war on Russia and
France and had invaded Belgium. France and Russia then declared war on Germany. Great
Britain also declared war on Germany so, as a result, Australia too was at war.

The outbreak of war was generally greeted with enthusiasm in Australia. The AIF was
established on 15 August and thousands rushed to enlist. Tent camps quickly formed in each
state and recruits were subjected to a range of stringent medical tests. New battalions and
brigades were formed along state lines where possible and if the numbers allowed. For
example, the 2" Infantry Brigade, which comprised the 5%, 6, 7" and 8" Battalions, was
recruited entirely from Victoria.

The formative AIF consisted of the 1** Australian Division, which comprised three Infantry
Brigades with associated artillery, and the 1% Australian Light Horse Brigade. The initial
recruiting was so strong, that in September, the decision was made to raise a 4™ Infantry
Brigade and the 2™ and 3™ Light Horse Brigades. The first contingent comprising 28 ships,
plus a further ten from New Zealand, sailed from Albany WA on 1 November.

Following news that the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) had entered the war on the side of
Germany on 30 October, the convoy disembarked in Egypt rather than England, where the
AIF established its major training camp at Mena, near Cairo, and it was here in December
that the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) was formed.

Gallipoli — 1915

Following two failed attempts by British and French naval ships to force a passage through
the Dardanelles during February and March, at dawn on 25 April, the Anzacs landed at Gaba
Tepe on the north-west coast of Gallipoli. This was just one of seven landings by British,
French, Australian and New Zealand troops that morning.

The Gaba Tepe (or Anzac Cove) landing was a feint designed to divert Turkish defenders
from the British beach heads at Cape Helles in the south and to block Turkish reinforcements
from entering the peninsula from the north. The landings failed to achieve their objectives
due to a combination of factors and the position became a stalemate (as did that of the British
at Cape Helles).

Over the course of the next eight months, the Australians were heavily involved in major
actions at Krithia (May), Lone Pine, The Nek, Hill 971 and Hill 60 (August), before the entire
Gallipoli campaign was abandoned, and the last Australian was successfully withdrawn from
the peninsula in late December. The AIF’s involvement at Gallipoli came at the cost of
around 27,000 casualties, including over 8,000 killed in action or died of wounds or disease.



Egypt— 1916

The Anzacs returned to Egypt in early 1916 where, following a surge of enlistments in
Australia, the AIF underwent a major expansion and re-organisation. It was also at this point
that the AIF split its activities. The infantry and artillery units headed to France to fight the
Germans on the Western Front while the vast majority of the light horse units remained in the
Middle East to defend the Suez Canal and fight the Ottoman Turks.

Western Front — 1916

After the AIF units arrived at Marseilles during the first half of 1916, they travelled by train
to the Hazebrouck region in the north and spent time in the front-line areas around
Armentieres, Houplines and Fleurbaix near the Belgian border.

In the second half of 1916, the Australians were major participants in the heavy fighting at
Fromelles (July), Pozieres (July — August) and Mouquet Farm (August — September), for the
loss of around 28,000 casualties. They then spent many weeks in the front line trenches
around Flers and Gueudecourt during the terrible northern winter of 1916 — 17, battling frost
bite and trench foot as much as the enemy.

Egypt/Sinai — 1916

As a result of their Gallipoli victory, thousands of Ottoman troops were freed up to fight
elsewhere and the British were rightly concerned about the threat to the Suez Canal, the vital
shipping link to India, Australia, and New Zealand.

The Australian Light Horse played a pivotal role in the defeat of a significant Ottoman force
at Romani (August) — the largest (and last) attempt by the Turks to capture the Suez Canal —
after which they pursued the Turks across the Sinai Desert. They also helped to capture the
fortified outpost village of Magdhaba (December), which opened the way to Palestine.

Western Front — 1917

The strategic situation changed in mid-February 1917 when the Germans shortened their
front and withdrew to a new line of heavily fortified villages and thick barbed wire defences
known as the Hindenburg Line. The Australians took part in two major battles designed to
break the new line at Bullecourt (April & May) which cost them 11,000 casualties.

British attention then turned to Belgium in mid-1917, where a major offensive to liberate the
ports along the North Sea coast, being used by German U-Boats to harass and sink allied
shipping, was planned. The German salient on Messines Ridge, where Australian tunnellers
had been working for several months, needed to be captured first, and the Australians played
a significant role in that action for the loss of 7,000 casualties (June).

The Third Battle of Ypres commenced on 31 July and Australian participation included major
roles in the Battles of Menin Road and Polygon Wood (September), Broodseinde Ridge and
Passchendaele (October) where the heavy rain turned the ground to quagmire. Overall
Australian casualties sustained at Third Ypres totalled 38,000 in less than eight weeks.
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Palestine — 1917

The British forces advanced into Palestine in early 1917 and the Australians fought alongside
them in the victory at Rafa (January) and the subsequent defeats at Gaza (March & April).

After a period of stalemate, the allies decided to outflank Gaza by taking Beersheba, which
they eventually did following a successful charge by the Australian Light Horse (October).

The fall of Beersheba threatened the entire Ottoman defensive line, so, after further heavy
fighting, the Turks abandoned Gaza just a week later. They also subsequently withdrew from

Jerusalem, and the British entered the ancient city in early December.
]
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Western Front — 1918

Following the devastation of Third Ypres, the Australians remained in the relatively quiet
Messines sector in Flanders during the northern winter of 1917 — 18.

On 21 March, bolstered by the release of 800,000 men from the Eastern Front following
Russia’s withdrawal from the war, the Germans launched a major attack on the British in the
Somme region. In just a few days the “Spring Offensive”, as it became known, punched a 65
km bulge in the British front line and created havoc.
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German advances made during the Spring Offensive 21 March — 17 July 1918

Within a week, three Australian Divisions had been rushed south to assist the British and halt
the German advance. By early April, the Australians held a continuous 22 km section of the
British front line on both sides of the River Somme, between Albert and Villers-Bretonneux.

The Australians stemmed the German advances at Hebuterne, Dernancourt, Morlancourt
(March) and Villers-Bretonneux (early April), then recaptured Villers-Bretonneux (late April)
after which the German offensive on the Somme ended.
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To the north in Flanders, the Australians also helped to repel several strong German attacks
near the crucial rail centre of Hazebrouck (April).

Both sides then settled into their new, more open, frontline positions. The Australians
welcomed the change from static trench warfare and actively patrolled and raided enemy
outposts and trenches, often on their own initiative. During this period, they also participated
in several smaller battles designed to remove salient positions from the line, such as at Ville
sur Ancre (May) and le Hamel (July).

The Australians then formed the left half of the allied spearhead (with the Canadians on the
right) during the Amiens offensive (August) that finally broke the Germans — who lost 11,000
men killed or wounded and 16,000 captured — and pushed them back 20 km.

The Australians enjoyed further significant victories at Mont St Quentin (late August),
Peronne (early September) and the Hindenburg Outpost Line (September) before they joined
forces with two American Divisions during a successful assault on the main Hindenburg Line
itself at Bellicourt (September/October).

By mid-October, the Australians had been in almost constant combat for two months and
most units were at less than 50% strength. By the end of October, they had all left the line.
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The war in Europe continued but the result was no longer in doubt as German resistance
crumbled. At 11.00 am on 11 November, the guns finally fell silent as an armistice went into
effect. Overall Australian casualties from two and a half years’ fighting in France and
Belgium totalled 180,000, including 46,000 dead and 3,850 captured.

After the cease fire, all AIF units went into billets to await the process of demobilisation.
Many took the chance to work on local farms or go on leave in the UK. Others undertook
government-funded training in civilian occupations while awaiting repatriation.



At the time of the armistice, there were 96,000 soldiers in France, another 58,000 in England,
2,000 nurses and around 12,000 war brides and children waiting to be transported home.

By May 1919, the last troops had left France and 70,000 were encamped on Salisbury Plain.

The men generally returned home on a "first come, first go" basis, and the last organised
transport to repatriate troops departed England on 13 April 1920.

Palestine — 1918

The ancient city of Jericho fell on 21 February and the Turks retreated east to the natural
defences of the River Jordan. The Anzac mounted units crossed the river and attacked the
towns of Es Salt and Amman (March & April) with mixed results.

The Light Horse then remained in the Jordan Valley for the northern summer. For many this
was their worst time of the entire war, and several hundred succumbed to malaria in the
mosquito ridden swamps and marshes. The presence of the Australians in the Jordan Valley
convinced the Turks that this was where the next major advance would be concentrated, but
the British had already decided the offensive would occur along the coastal plain.

After British and Australian aircraft destroyed the enemy’s communications centres, the
Battle of Megiddo (late September) began with a massed infantry assault that quickly
ruptured the Ottoman line. The hidden mounted forces were unleashed into the Ottoman rear
to cut vital supply routes and to isolate retreating troops, and they advanced over 60 km.

The success at Megiddo resulted in a rapid Ottoman collapse — the mounted troops alone
captured 30,000 prisoners — and the allies continued to advance on Damascus, which was
entered on 1 October.

Shortly after, the Ottomans sued for peace and the Armistice of Mudros was signed on 30
October. The war in the middle east was over.

Overall Australian casualties from two and a half years’ fighting in Egypt, Sinai and Palestine
totalled almost 4,850, including 1,400 dead (many from disease) and 95 captured.

The first unit to return home to Australia was the 1 LH Brigade in March 1919, and the last
units left Egypt in late June 1919.

Royal Australian Navy Operations — 1914-1918

Throughout the war, RAN ships and their crews protected allied ports and coastlines, engaged
the enemy, and kept trade routes open all around the globe. The destruction of the German
raider SMS Emden by the cruiser HMAS Sydney in the Indian Ocean in November 1914 was
probably the navy’s greatest achievement.

Many crews were away at sea for prolonged periods. Australian warships operated in East
Africa, North America and the West Indies between 1915 — 1916 and in the North Sea with
the Royal Navy’s Grand Fleet from late 1916 until the end of the war.

The Australian Destroyer Flotilla was based at Brindisi, Italy and served in the Mediterranean
and Adriatic Seas escorting troop transports and patrolling for submarines from mid-1917.



Alexander Clement (Clem) Aikman

Air Mechanic 2™ Class (AM2) 2236 Alexander Clement (Clem) Aikman enlisted in the
Australian Flying Corps (AFC) in Geelong on 7 May 1917.

He embarked overseas on 30 October 1917 and disembarked in Devonport on 27 December,
where he joined the AFC Details at Harefield.

He contracted tonsillitis and was hospitalised at the Central Military Hospital at Aylesbury
from 21 January — 2 February 1918, after which he joined the AFC Training Depot at Halton.

AM?2 Aikman was transferred to the Aircraft Repair Section at Leighterton Airfield on 16
May 1918, where he served for the remainder of the war. Leighterton was a large training
establishment where many Australian and British pilots learned to fly during the war.

After the war had ended, he was absent without leave from 25 — 26 April 1919, for which he
was docked seven days’ pay, then embarked for return to Australia on 9 May.

Air Mechanic 2™ Class 2236 Alexander Clement (Clem) disembarked in Melbourne on 16
June, where he was discharged from the AIF on 9 July 1919.
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Name: Aikman, Alexander Clement (Clem)

Service Number 2236

Date enlisted 7 May 1917

Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Air Mechanic 2™ Class
Initial Unit Australian Flying Corps

Previous military service

Naval cadets — 5 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

30 October 1917
HMAT A60 Aeneas

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 2 months (9 April 1898)

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Motor engineer

Religion

Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Aikman, Mr Alexander, father,
11 Anderson Street,
East Geelong, Vic

Permanent address

East Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches, weight — 8 stone, 11 Ibs,
chest measurement — 30/33 inches

Final Rank Air Mechanic 2™ Class

Final Unit Australian Flying Corps

Theatres of war served in Nil

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |6 May 1919
HT Kaiser-i-Hind

Date discharged 9 July 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals British War Medal

Notes Died 1964.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, The Geelong College Roll of Honor,

St David’s Presbyterian Church Honor Roll
(Newtown) and Aberdeen Street Baptist Church
Roll of Honor.
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Andrew Keith Anderson

Gunner (Gnr) 35051 Andrew Keith Anderson enlisted in the Field Artillery Brigade
Reinforcements in Melbourne on 31 January 1917.

He embarked overseas on 9 November and disembarked in Southampton — after brief
layovers at Suez and Taranto — on 4 January 1918. He joined the Reserve Brigade Australian
Artillery at its Heytesbury Camp later the same day, where he trained for the next six months.

He sailed for France on 28 June, where he was subsequently taken on strength of the 1%
Australian Divisional Ammunition Column (DAC) at Fouilloy on 16 August 1918, one of 32
reinforcements received that day.

By this stage of the war, the allied offensive from Amiens had been a stunning success, and
the Germans were retreating eastwards. For the next week or so, during a lull in the fighting,
the 1% DAC transported captured German artillery pieces back to Corbie for safe keeping.

By 21 August, the next stage of the Australian advance was underway and the 1®* DAC carted
ammunition to the Field Artillery Brigade forward dumps situated near Cerisy, where they
operated for several weeks.

By mid-September, the front line had moved beyond Peronne, and the men of the
ammunition columns were kept busy providing artillery shells to the forward brigades as they
continued to support the advancing infantry.

Not long after, Gnr Anderson was transferred and taken on strength of the 2" Field Artillery
Brigade of the 1% Australian Division near Nauroy on 2 October, just before they left the line
for the last time.

After the war ended, Gnr Anderson was granted leave in England from 3 — 26 April 1919, and
he never rejoined his unit in France. At the expiration of his leave, he was detached for duty
with AIF Headquarters in London between 28 April and 1 June, then granted additional leave
to study Spanish at Pittman’s School in London until 1 September.

He was granted embarkation leave from 1 — 16 September, then embarked for return to
Australia on 25 September.

Gunner 35051 Andrew Keith Anderson disembarked in Melbourne on 13 November, where
he was discharged from the AIF on 13 December 1919.
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Name: Anderson, Andrew Keith

Service Number

35051

Date enlisted

31 January 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

Field Artillery Brigade Reinforcements

Previous military service

Senior cadets — 6 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

9 November 1917
HMAT A15 Port of Sydney

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Drysdale, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Student
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Anderson, Mrs Rose, mother,
Wyndham Street,
Drysdale, Victoria

Permanent address

Drysdale, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 11 ' inches,
weight — 9 stone, 12 1bs,
chest measurement — 34/37 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 2 Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

25 September 1919
HT Port Denison

Date discharged 13 December 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial, Bellarine Shire Council Honor Roll,
Drysdale State School Honor Roll and St James
Anglican Church Roll of Honor (Drysdale).
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Charles Leslie Wallace Anderson

SLETT UALLEK WAE WO CRLS

Private (Pte) 2368 Charles Leslie Wallace Anderson enlisted in the 46™ Infantry Battalion in
the 12" Infantry Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division in Geelong on 30 May 1916.

He embarked overseas on 7 September and disembarked in England on 16 November, where
he was attached to the 12" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Codford Camp in Wiltshire.

He departed England on 21 December and landed in France the next day, where he joined the
4™ Division Base Depot at Etaples. After about six weeks there, he was taken on strength of
the 46™ Battalion, in the field at Mametz, on 6 February 1917, one of 32 reinforcements
received that day. Shortly after, the battalion moved into the trenches near Gueudecourt
between 9 — 23 February, for the loss of 91 casualties, including 14 killed.

After resting throughout March, the 46™ Battalion moved into the front line near Noreuil on 7
April and were scheduled to attack the German Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 10 April,
however the assault was called off at the last minute.

The hastily and poorly planned attack nevertheless went ahead the next day, without the
benefit of an artillery barrage and instead using British tanks as support, many of which failed
to even make it to the start line. The result was inevitable and the 46" Battalion, in the
vanguard of the attack, sustained 387 casualties, including 43 killed and 138 missing (many
of whom became prisoners of war).
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One of those killed in action on 11 April 1917 was Pte Anderson. As the ground was not held,
his body was never recovered, so he has no known grave.

Private 2368 Charles Leslie Wallace Anderson is remembered on the Australian National
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Name: Anderson, Charles Leslie Wallace

Service Number 2368
Date enlisted 30 May 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 46™ Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |7 September 1916
HMAT A15 Port Sydney
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 2 months
Place of birth Mt Moriac, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Student
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Anderson, Mr William, father,
“Strathlachlan”,
Mt Moriac, Victoria
Permanent address Mt Moriac, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 11 inches, weight — 11 stone, 1 b,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 46" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France

Fate Killed in action

Date and place died 11 April 1917
Bullecourt, France

Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian
National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial, Shire of Barrabool Roll of Honor,
Barrabool Presbyterian Church Honor Roll and
Ceres Independent Order of Rechabites Honor Roll.
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William Robert Andrews

Private (Pte) 2856 William Robert Andrews enlisted in the 59™ Infantry Battalion in the 15%
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at the Sydney Showgrounds on 23 August
1916.

He embarked overseas on 3 November and disembarked in Plymouth on 3 January 1917,
where he joined the 15" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire. While
there, he was absent without leave from 1 — 5 February, for which he forfeited 14 days’ pay.

Pte Andrews departed England on 20 March and landed in France the next day, where he was
taken on strength of the 59 Battalion, in the field at Fremicourt, on 25 March 1917, one of
61 reinforcements received that day.

Following the German withdrawal to their new defences on the Hindenburg Line in late
March, the 59" Battalion entered the line to successfully defend newly captured territory near
Bullecourt between 10 — 13 May 1917, during which time they sustained 137 casualties.

After they had left the line, Pte Andrews failed to appear for a 5™ Division “demonstration” in
front of King George V at Henencourt Wood on 12 July, after which he was confined to
barracks for seven days.

By 25 September the battalion had moved into Belgium and up to Westhoek Ridge. At
5:50am on 26 September, they successfully participated in the 4" and 5™ Division attacks on
Polygon Wood, for the loss of 268 battalion casualties, including 68 men killed or missing.

Pte Andrews was detached for duty with the 23" Dental Unit of the 15" Field Ambulance
between 3 — 18 October, then rejoined the battalion as they prepared to winter in the north.

He was treated for scabies at the 5" Division Rest Station from 5 — 20 March 1918, then
granted leave in England between 28 February — 16 March.

As news of the German offensive on the Somme filtered through in late March 1918, the
Australian units were put on alert and then rushed south to meet it. The 59 Battalion arrived
at Corbie on 30 March and established their defences, although the peak of the assault had
passed.

The Germans however made one more concerted effort on 24 April, and they captured
Villers-Bretonneux from the inexperienced British units that were defending it.

The position needed to be rectified quickly and at 10:00 pm on 24 April 1918, the 13" and
15" Brigades (including the 59™ Battalion) staged a stunning, night-time counterattack at
bayonet point and without artillery support.

The Germans were completely taken by surprise and, over the course of the next two days,
eventually routed, as the Australians re-captured Villers-Bretonneux. Overall 59 Battalion
casualties numbered 127 (29 killed) while German losses were significantly higher.
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ALSTRALLAM WAR MEMORIAL ARTOI0XE

Artwork depicting the Australian night counterattack at Villers-Bretonneux, 24 April 1918

On 4 July, during the Australian and American attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15"
Brigade, including the 59™ Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur
Ancre. The battalion achieved all their objectives for the loss of 16 men killed and 49
wounded, one of whom was Pte Andrews who sustained a shrapnel wound to his left wrist.

He was initially evacuated to the 5™ General Hospital at Rouen from 5 — 7 July, then
transferred to England and admitted to the 1% Southern General Hospital in Birmingham
between 7 July — 9 August, then granted furlough from 9 — 23 August.

After several weeks at each of Hurdcott and Weymouth Camps, he embarked for return to
Australia on 20 October 1918.

Private 2856 William Robert Andrews disembarked in Sydney on 19 December, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 1 February 1919.




Name: Andrews, William Robert

Service Number

2856

Date enlisted

23 August 1916

Place enlisted

Sydney Showgrounds, NSW

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

59" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

4 years — Senior Cadets
2 years — 69" Infantry Battalion, CMF

Date and ship embarked for overseas

3 November 1916
HMAT A19 Afric

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 2 months

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Dental mechanic

Religion

Baptist

Next of kin and address

Andrews, Mr Robert, father,
305 Myers Street,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Ashfield, NSW

Appearance Fair complexion, auburn hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 !4 inches,
weight — 7 stone, 14 1bs, chest measurement — 30/33
inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 59" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

4 July 1918
Ville sur Ancre, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to left wrist

Date and ship embarked for Australia

20 October 1918
HT Borda

Date discharged 1 February 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial.
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Robert Dudley Baird

Private (Pte) 3253 Robert Dudley Baird enlisted in the 6™ Field Ambulance in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2™ Australian Division in Ballarat on 9 March 1915. He embarked overseas on
4 June and disembarked in Egypt in early July.

The unit left Egypt on 30 August and landed at Gallipoli on 5 September, where they took
over the operation of the Casualty Clearing Station at Brown’s Dip on 9 September. They
dealt with over 1,000 sick and wounded men between 9 September — 6 November, when they
established a dressing station at Wire Gully.

The unit evacuated Gallipoli on the night of 12 December and disembarked on Lemnos the
next morning. They returned to Egypt on 7 January 1916.

The 6™ Field Ambulance sailed for France on 19 March. They landed in Marseilles on 26
March and entrained north to Erquinghem, where they remained throughout April — June.

They moved south to the Somme from 13 July and, as the 2™ Division entered the battlefield
at Pozieres on the night of 27 July, took over the dressing station at Vadencourt from the 1*
Division, until they were in turn relieved on 6 August.

For his efforts on the Somme, on 4 October 1916, Pte Baird was recommended for a Mention
in Despatches, which was later downgraded to a mention in I Anzac Corps Orders. The
citation read:
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“This man has done consistently good work under fire. He was one of a party which
proceeded to 26" Australian Infantry Battalion area on the night of 5 — 6 August 1916
under heavy shell fire to collect wounded there.”

On 23 December 1916, Pte Baird was transferred to the 1* Australian Division Supply
Column at Ribemont and re-mustered as a Driver MT (Mechanical Transport), which meant
he drove a lorry transporting all manner of supplies, including troops, to and from the rail
sidings to the front line.

Almost a year later, he was transferred to the 2" Australian Division Supply Column at
Caestre on 13 November 1917 and attached for duty with the 6™ Field Ambulance.
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American built Peerless lorry from the 3" Australian Mechanical Transport Company, France ¢.1917

The unit designation was changed to 2" Australian Mechanical Transport Company from 12
March 1918.

Driver Baird was absent without leave from 17 — 18 July, for which he was awarded 14 days
Field Punishment No. 2 (which involved extra work duties, sometimes under restraint) and
docked 16 days’ pay. He returned from his attachment with the 6™ Field Ambulance on 21
July.

Granted leave in France from 1 — 19 November — during which time the war ended — he
sailed for England on 18 March 1919 and embarked for return to Australia on 27 April.

Driver 3253 Robert Dudley Baird disembarked in Melbourne on 10 June, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 9 August 1919.
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Name: Baird, Robert Dudley

Service Number

3253

Date enlisted

9 March 1915

Place enlisted

Ballarat, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 6" Field Ambulance
Previous military service School cadets
Date and ship embarked for overseas |4 June 1915
HMAT A31 Adjana

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years (20 February 1897)

Place of birth

Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation School student
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Baird, Mr Hugh, father,
Wyuna, Victoria

Permanent address

Wyuna, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, green eyes,
height — 5 feet 11 inches, weight — 9 stone, 10 lbs,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 2" Mechanical Transport Company

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

27 April 1919
HT Runic

Date discharged 9 August 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Home service WW2 (SN VX117188). Also

remembered on Tree No. 1355 on the Ballarat
Avenue of Honour.
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Percy Wilfred Bales

Private (Pte) 6952 Percy Wilfred Bales enlisted in the 13™ Infantry Battalion in the 4™
Infantry Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division at the Sydney Showgrounds on 13 September
1916. He embarked overseas on 25 November and disembarked in Devonport on 29 January
1917, where he joined the 4™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Codford Camp in Wiltshire.

He departed England on 13 March and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 13™ Battalion, resting at Ribemont, on 18 March.

The 13™ Battalion moved into the front line near Noreuil on 7 April and were scheduled to
attack the German Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt on 10 April, however the assault was called
off at the last minute. The hastily and poorly planned attack nevertheless went ahead the next
day, without the benefit of an artillery barrage and instead using British tanks as support,
many of which failed to even make it to the start line.

The 13™ Battalion, in the second wave of the attack, helped to consolidate and defend a
section of the captured German trenches against six strong enemy counter attacks. Running
out of ammunition and with no chance of further success, the options for the Australians
became capture or withdrawal back across no-man’s land through heavy German artillery and
machine gun fire. In the end the 13" Battalion sustained an incredible 510 casualties,
including 25 killed and 367 missing — most of whom became prisoners of war. One of those
captured by the Germans was Pte Bales, who was taken prisoner near Reincourt on 11 April
and subsequently interned at the Limburg Prisoner of War Camp in Germany (below).

Following the armistice, Pte Bales was repatriated to England and disembarked in London on
18 December 1918.
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He was granted leave during January 1919 and then spent two months at the No.2 Command
Depot at Weymouth, before embarking for return to Australia on 10 April 1919.

Private 6952 Percy Wilfred Bales disembarked in Melbourne on 31 May, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 8 July 1919.

Name: Bales, Percy Wilfred

Service Number

6952

Date enlisted

13 September 1916

Place enlisted

Sydney Showgrounds, NSW

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

13" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

4 years — 73" Infantry Battalion, CMF

Date and ship embarked for overseas

25 November 1916
HMAT A72 Beltana

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 8 months (31 December 1895)

Place of birth

Maryborough, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Bank Clerk
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Bales, Mrs Catherine, mother,
Napier Street,
St Arnaud, Victoria

Permanent address

St Arnaud, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 ' inches,
weight — 9 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34/38 inches
Final Rank Private
Final Unit 13™ Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |10 April 1919
HT Medic
Date discharged 8 July 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Home Service WW2 (SN V357071).

Also remembered on the Australian Prisoners of
War Memorial (Ballarat), St Arnaud Independent
Order of Rechabites Honor Roll and Borough of St
Arnaud Honor Roll.
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George Hamilton Barr
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Private (Pte) 3011 George Hamilton Barr enlisted in the 21 Infantry Battalion in Boort on 6
July 1915, having previously been rejected due to illness.

He embarked overseas on 18 November and disembarked in Egypt in mid-December, where
he was later admitted to the 1% Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis with morbus cordis,
a congenital defect of the septum, between 1 January — 26 February 1916.

On his discharge from hospital, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 60™ Infantry
Battalion in the 15" Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Tel el Kebir.

He was promoted to Corporal at Ferry Post on 25 March, then spent five days at the 15™ Field
Ambulance with diarrhoea from 14 — 19 April, after which he reverted to Private, at his own
request, on 31 May.

The battalion departed Alexandria on 18 June and landed at Marseilles on 29 June, where
they entrained north to the village of Steenbecque.

Just a few weeks later, the 60™ Battalion formed part of the first wave that attacked the strong
German positions at Fromelles, in an assault that should never have been allowed to occur.
The 5™ Australian Division was decimated in the poorly planned attack and lost over 5,500
casualties in 24 hours.

The 60™ Battalion alone sustained 757 casualties — which represented more than 80% of its
starting strength — one of whom was Pte Barr who was killed in action on 19 July 1916. His
body was one of many that were never recovered, and he has no known grave.
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Private 3011 George Hamilton Barr is remembered on Panel 19 at the V.C. Corner Australian

Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France.

Name: Barr, George Hamilton

Service Number

3011

Date enlisted

6 July 1915

Place enlisted

Boort, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Cadets — 6 years, CMF — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 November 1915
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 11 months

Place of birth Kilmore, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Bank Clerk
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Barr, Mr Peter, father,
c¢/- Railway Station,
Kyabram, Victoria

Permanent address

Boort, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair curly hair, light brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 2 inches,
weight — 10 stone, 6 1bs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 60™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place died

19 July 1916
Fromelles, France

Cemetery details

No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 19 at the
V.C. Corner Australian Cemetery Memorial,
Fromelles, France

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Also remembered on the Kilmore War Memorial,
Boort War Memorial, Boort Roll of Honor, Shire of
Gordon Honor Roll, Boort RSL Honor Roll and the
Citizens of South Melbourne Honor Roll.
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Harold William Boyd
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Gunner (Gnr) 5207 Harold William Boyd enlisted in the 1% Divisional Ammunition Column
in Melbourne on 27 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 9 September and disembarked in
Egypt in early October, where he was taken on strength of the Australian War Records
Section in Alexandria, and promoted to Corporal, on 14 December.

He left Egypt on 22 September 1916 and landed in Marseilles on 28 September, where he
was taken on strength of the Australian Records Section at Rouen on 30 September. He was
promoted to Sergeant on 1 January 1917 and enjoyed leave in France between 18 January —
5 February.

He left the Records Section and reverted to Gunner, at his own request, on 5 April. Shortly
after, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 2™ Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) of the
1% Australian Division, in the field at Lagnicourt, on 29 April 1917, where they provided fire
support for the Australian infantry during the 2" Battle of Bullecourt from 3 — 17 May.

In July, the brigade moved north to Belgium to take part in the Ypres offensive, due to start on
31 July, and they established their firing line near Dickebusch. They were subjected to a
German artillery bombardment on 22 July, which resulted in seven casualties, one of whom
was Gnr Boyd, who sustained shrapnel wounds to his hand and skull, which was fractured.

He was evacuated to the 46" (British) Casualty Clearing Station at Hendinghem, where he
succumbed to his wounds on 24 July 1917.
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Gunner 5207 Harold William Boyd was subsequently buried in the Mendinghem British

Cemetery, Belgium.

Name: Boyd, Harold William

Service Number

5207

Date enlisted

27 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

1%t Divisional Ammunition Column

Previous military service

55" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 9 months
21 Battery, Aust Field Artillery — 4 months

Date and ship embarked for overseas

9 September 1915
HMAT A70 Ballarat

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 9 months

Place of birth Meredith, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Clerk

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Boyd, Mr Samuel, father,
“Scarsdale”,

22 Harker Street, Alphington, Victoria

Permanent address

Alphington, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 ' inches,
weight — 11 stone, 12 lbs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 2" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

22 July 1917
Dickebusch, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to hand & skull (fractured)

Date and place died 24 July 1917
46" (British) Casualty Clearing Station,
Mendinghem, Belgium
Cemetery details Mendinghem British Cemetery, Belgium
Plot I, Row F, Grave 32
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Meredith State School Roll

of Honor, Dunach State School Honor Roll and the
Alphington War Memorial.
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Thomas Victor Brooks

Private (Pte) 2110 Thomas Victor Brooks enlisted in the 7" Infantry Battalion in the 2™
Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division in Geelong on 10 February 1915.

He embarked overseas on 17 June and disembarked in Egypt in mid-July. Shortly after, he
sailed for Gallipoli and was taken on strength of the 7™ Battalion on 5 August.

Just two days later, the 7" Battalion joined the fighting in the newly captured Lone Pine
trenches on the night of 7 August where they helped to defend the captured ground for the
next two days and nights, at the cost of 354 casualties, one of whom was Pte Brooks who
sustained a bomb (grenade) wound to his knee during 8 — 9 August.

He was initially evacuated to Lemnos and admitted to hospital at Mudros on 11 August. He
departed Lemnos on 22 August and sailed to England, where he was admitted to the 3™
London General Hospital at Wandsworth on 9 September.

He left England on 15 November and eventually rejoined the 7" Battalion at Gallipoli on 7
December 1915. The battalion evacuated Gallipoli on the night of 20 December and returned
to Alexandria on 7 January 1916, after a short rest on Lemnos.

Pte Brooks was promoted to Lance Corporal on 1 February and then to Corporal on 15
February, just before he was transferred and taken on strength of the 59™ Infantry Battalion in
the 15" Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division at Tel el Kebir, on 24 February 1916.
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He was further promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) at Ferry Post on 4 March, before the battalion
departed Egypt on 18 June. They disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June, then entrained north
to Steenbeque, where they undertook training in the use of gas masks and trench mortars.

The battalion moved into the frontline near Fleurbaix on 18 July in preparation for a planned
assault the next day. At 7:00 pm on 19 July 1916, the battalion attacked the strong German
defences in what would later become known as the Battle of Fromelles — the first action by
the AIF on the Western Front. The attack should never have occurred and was the folly of the
British commander, General Richard Haking, who had used the same plan a year earlier with
similar results — a disaster from start to finish.

In less than 24 hours at Fromelles, the 59" Battalion lost 20 officers, and 674 other ranks
killed, wounded, captured or missing, one of whom was Sgt Brooks, who sustained a gunshot
wound to his left hand on 19 July 1916

ALETRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL EC4030

German view of the flat, open Fromelles battlefield looking towards the line
from which the 15th Infantry Brigade attacked on 19 July 1916.

He was initially evacuated to the 10" Stationary Hospital at St Omer from 20 — 24 July, then
transferred to England and admitted to the Kitchener War Hospital in Brighton between 26
July — 12 September.

After a further month at the 1% Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield from 12 September — 20
October, he left hospital and embarked for return to Australia on 12 November 1916.

Sergeant 2110 Thomas Victor Brooks disembarked in Melbourne on 31 December, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 23 May 1917.
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Name: Brooks, Thomas Victor

Service Number

2110

Date enlisted

10 February 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

7" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Senior cadets — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

17 June 1915
HMAT A62 Wandilla

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 1 month (9 January 1896)

Place of birth

Warragul, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

School teacher

Religion

Methodist

Next of kin and address

Brooks, Mr W, father,
Moolap, Victoria

Permanent address

Moolap, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 4 inches,
weight — 8 stone, 2 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit 59" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

8 — 9 August 1915
Lone Pine, Gallipoli, Turkey

Nature of wounds

Bomb (grenade) wound to knee

Date and place wounded (2)

19 July 1916
Fromelles, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Gunshot wound to left hand

Date and ship embarked for Australia

12 November 1916
HT Wiltshire

Date discharged

23 May 1917

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Home service WW2 (SN V363631).
Died 20 May 1960.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, Moolap Honor Roll and State Teachers

College Honor Roll (Parkville).
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Eric Burgess

Private (Pte) 1674 Eric Burgess enlisted in the 23" Infantry Battalion in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Melbourne on 17 May 1915 (he had previously tried
to enlist in August 1914 but was rejected due to illness).

He embarked overseas on 16 July and disembarked in Egypt in mid-August, where he was
taken on strength of the 23" Battalion. Shortly after, the battalion embarked for Gallipoli on
board the HMT Southland on 30 August.

While still about 56 km from Lemnos, the Southland was torpedoed by the German
submarine UB-14 on 2 September and had to be abandoned. While the ship didn’t sink
immediately and most of the 1,400 men on board were rescued, around 40 men lost their
lives, many in the original torpedo explosion.
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Hospital ship, Neuralia and French destroyers rushing to the rescue. Drawn by an eyewitness and referred to in
a letter from Captain F. Johnston. Source: The Herald (Melbourne) 23 November 1915

The battalion disembarked at Gallipoli on 5 September and entered the line at Lone Pine later
the same day, where they remained for several weeks, during which time Pte Burgess was
also hospitalised at the 13" Casualty Clearing Station with diarrhoea from 30 September — 9
October.

On 21 November, he sustained a bomb (grenade) wound to his thigh at Lone Pine. Initially
evacuated to the 6™ Field Ambulance, he was transferred to Malta and admitted to St Ignatius’
Hospital between 29 November — 11 February 1916, when he embarked for Egypt.

He rejoined the 23 Battalion at Moascar on 8 March. They sailed for France on 19 March
and disembarked at Marseilles on 26 March, where they spent time in and out of the line near
Armentieres and Fleurbaix in the following weeks.

On 27 July, the 2" Australian Division, including the 23™ Battalion, took over the attack on
Pozieres. They captured additional ground and withstood several German counter attacks
before being relieved on 6 August. During its time in the line, the 23" Battalion lost 476 men,
including 123 killed — around half its original strength.
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On 14 October 1916, Pte Burgess was taken on strength of the 14" Field Artillery Brigade
(FAB) in the 5™ Australian Division and re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr). This was the unit
in which his brother, Joseph, also served and he was allocated to the same gun crew.

The brigade moved through Bapaume to Beugny in late March where, during the action
that followed the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, Gnr Burgess sustained
shrapnel wounds to his right leg and forearm when a shell prematurely exploded on 7
April.

He was evacuated to the 6™ General Hospital at Rouen from 9 — 28 April, then transferred
to England and admitted to the 1% London General Hospital between 29 April — 25 May
1917.

He was granted furlough from 25 May — 9 June, then absented himself without leave
between 27 June — 2 July, for which he was awarded seven days Field Punishment No. 2
(extra work duties, sometimes under restraint) and docked 13 days’ pay.

Gnr Burgess returned to France on 16 August and rejoined the 14™ FAB in Belgium on 23
August. During late September the brigade provided fire support for the Australian attacks
along the Menin Road and at Polygon Wood.

During the following action, at Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, the brigade’s gun
positions came under heavy German artillery fire, and Gnr Burgess (together with his
brother) was killed in action that day.

Gunner 1674 Eric Burgess was subsequently buried in The Huts Cemetery, Dickebusch,
Belgium, alongside his brother, Joseph.
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Name: Burgess, Eric

Service Number

1674

Date enlisted

17 May 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

23 Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

69" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

16 July 1915
HMAT A64 Demosthenes

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 8 months (28 July 1895)

Place of birth

Herne Hill, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Burgess, Mr Ernest, father,
124 McKillop Street,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Sallow complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 13 1bs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 14" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place wounded

21 November 1915 — Lone Pine, Gallipoli, Turkey

Nature of wounds

Bomb (grenade) wound to thigh

Date and place wounded (2)

7 April 1917 — Beugny, France

Nature of wounds (2)

Shrapnel wounds to right leg & forearm

Date and place died 4 October 1917
Broodseinde Ridge, Belgium
Cemetery details The Huts Cemetery, Dickebusch, Belgium.
Plot IX, Row C, Grave 9
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial, Shire of South Barwon Honor Roll,
Highton Memorial Gates, Parish of Christ Church
Honor Roll and the Christ Church Memorial Altar
(Geelong).
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Spencer Osborne Clarke

Trooper (Tpr) 2871 Spencer Osborne Clarke enlisted in the 4™ Light Horse (LH) Regiment in
the 4™ Light Horse Brigade in Melbourne on 9 November 1915.

He embarked overseas on 25 July 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 25 August, where he
joined the 1% LH Training Regiment at Moascar on 23 September.

After several months there, he spent two weeks undertaking a Stokes Mortar course at the
School of Instruction at Zeitoun from 10 — 23 January 1917, where he graduated 1* Class,
and then a month at the Australian Camel Training Unit at Abbassia.

He was finally taken on strength of the 4™ LH Regiment at Ferry Post on 25 February, where
they were patrolling the Suez Canal Zone.

In April 1917, the regiment moved further into the Sinai desert in the wake of the main allied
advance but missed the disastrous engagement at Gaza.

Tpr Clarke returned to the School of Instruction between 30 June — 12 July then spent the
period 16 — 20 October at the Marakeb Rest Camp, before rejoining his unit.

The 4" LH Regiment was originally held in reserve for the attack at Beersheba on 31 October
1917 but, with daylight fading and the assault faltering, they, together with the 12" LH
Regiment, were ordered to charge the Ottoman defences across almost 6 km of open ground
under heavy fire.
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As they reached the Turkish trenches, the lead squadrons of the 4™ LH leapt over them and
dismounted to engage the enemy in hand-to-hand combat. The charge was a stunning success
and within an hour, all enemy resistance at Beersheba had collapsed. Between them, the two
regiments captured over 1,000 prisoners and nine field guns, for the loss of just 77 casualties.

Tpr Clarke became ill and returned to Egypt between 2 January — 20 February 1918, then
joined the Signals Training Unit at Moascar from 25 February — 17 August, before eventually
rejoining the 4™ LH Regiment at Ludd, near Jerusalem, on 18 August 1918.

A month later, the allies’ offensive on the Megiddo Plains commenced on 19 September. After
British infantry ruptured the Ottoman lines, previously hidden mounted forces were
unleashed into the Ottoman rear to cut vital supply routes and to isolate retreating troops.

The allied mounted troops advanced 60 km in a matter of days and captured 30,000 prisoners
as they headed toward Damascus. The 4" LH Regiment, used mainly in reserve roles at the
outset, had ridden north to Kaukab by 30 September, where they captured 350 Ottomans, and
then to Damascus by 1 October, where they helped capture another 11,900 Ottomans, 427
Germans, and all their associated equipment.

AUGTEALLAN WAR MEWMORLAL BOD25E

Australian Light Horsemen advance from Megiddo while Ottoman prisoners are marched to the rear.

Tpr Clarke contracted malaria and was hospitalised in Damascus from 8 — 13 October, when
he was transferred to the 14" Australian General Hospital at Port Said until 12 November, by
which time the war had ended, and he embarked for return to Australia on 28 January 1919

Trooper 2871 Spencer Osborne Clarke disembarked in Melbourne on 2 March, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 9 April 1919.
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Name: Clarke, Spencer Osborne

Service Number

2871

Date enlisted

9 November 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Trooper

Initial Unit

4™ Light Horse Regiment

Previous military service

Cadets — 1 year
Nhill Light Horse, CMF — 4 months

Date and ship embarked for overseas

25 July 1916
RMS Malwa

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 6 months

Place of birth

Camperdown, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Bank clerk
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Clarke, Mrs Mary Ann, mother,
Sawyers Arms Hotel, Newtown, Vic.

Permanent address

Newtown, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, hazel eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 inches, weight — 10 stone, 8 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34/37 inches

Final Rank Trooper

Final Unit 4™ Light Horse Regiment

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Sinai, Palestine

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

28 January 1919
HT Demosthenes

Date discharged

9 April 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 2 March 1932.
Also remembered on the Batesford Fyansford
Church of England Honor Roll.




John Eric Curnow Cook

Sapper (Spr) 6851 John Eric Curnow Cook enlisted in the 2" Australian Divisional Signal
Company in Geelong on 19 September 1915. He embarked overseas on 1 March 1916 and
disembarked in Egypt four weeks later, then joined the Engineers Training Depot at Tel el

Kebir on 27 April.

He left Egypt on 28 May and landed in England a week later, where he trained with the
Engineers Details Depot at Parkhouse Camp in Wiltshire. He sailed to France on 16 August
and proceeded to the Signallers Depot at Abbeville on 4 October 1916.

He left Abbeville on 5 April 1917 and was taken on strength of the 4™ Australian Divisional
Signal Company near Bapaume two days later, as a member of the wireless operator team.
The company’s role was to provide and deal with communications from 4™ Division
Headquarters to/from those of superior/subordinate formations, such as Anzac Corps
Headquarters and the 4™, 12" and 13" Infantry Brigades.

Less than a week later the 4™ Division was heavily involved in the disastrous First Battle of
Bullecourt on 11 April, in which they suffered around 3,500 casualties for no purpose.

The 4™ Division later moved north to Belgium and participated in the Battles of Messines
(early June) and Third Ypres (late September) and remained there during the northern winter.

Spr Cook was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 23 November and granted leave in
England from that date until 7 December 1917.
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Signal Office and Headquarters of the 4" Australian Divisional Signalling Company near Vaulx, May 1917

As news of a German offensive on the Somme filtered through in late March 1918, the 4%
Division was placed on alert for a move south, which commenced on 26 March. The 4
Signal Company established wireless communications at Baizieux the following day, where
they remained until 2 April. They moved to Beaucourt from 2 — 8 April and then to Allonville
between 9 — 28 April, as the Australians took over most of the front line on the Somme,
between Villers-Bretonneux and Albert.

The 4™ Signal Company was based in Corbie by early August 1918 where, during the allies’
Amiens offensive from 8 August, the 4™ Division “passed through” the 2™ Division and
continued the attack.

The Australian successes continued and the signal company had reached Catelet by 11
September, where they supported the 4" Division’s assault on the Hindenburg Outpost Line
on 18 September, before they left the line for the last time on 23 September 1918.

L Cpl Cook was promoted to Second Corporal on 18 October and granted leave in England
between 26 October — 9 November. By the time he arrived back in France the war had ended.

He returned to England on 29 January 1919 and embarked for Australia on 25 March.

Second Corporal 6851 John Eric Curnow Cook disembarked in Melbourne on 10 May, where
he was discharged from the AIF on 24 June 1919.

38



Name: Cook, John Eric Curnow

Service Number

6851

Date enlisted

19 September 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sapper

Initial Unit

2" Divisional Signal Company

Previous military service

64" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 1 year
Melbourne University Regiment — 6 months

Date and ship embarked for overseas

1 March 1916
HMAT A38 Ulysses

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 4 months

Place of birth

Strathbogie, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation School teacher (Geelong HS)
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Cook, Mr J, father,
Strathbogie, Vic.

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches, weight — 9 stone, 7 lbs,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Second Corporal

Final Unit 4™ Divisional Signal Company

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

25 March 1919
HT Port Denison

Date discharged

24 June 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Also remembered on the State Teachers College
Honor Roll (Parkville), Strathbogie War Memorial
and at Telegraph Park, Euroa.
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Leo Gladstone Cooney

Company Sergeant Major (CSM) 6916 Leo Gladstone Cooney enlisted in the 23" Infantry
Battalion in Melbourne on 7 March 1917, having already served as a Military Staff Clerk in
the Permanent Military Forces since November 1910.

He embarked overseas on 11 May and disembarked in Devonport on 20 July, where he was
attached to the AIF Administration Headquarters in London.

He departed England on 27 August and landed in France the next day, where he was attached
to the Royal Flying Corps Headquarters at St Omer as the Australian Flying Corps’ Deputy
Assistant Adjutant General in France. This office handled all personnel, reinforcement,
discipline, court martial and other vital war records for the AFC in France and Belgium.

SAINT-OMER, — Chitony des Brapires

Chateau des Bruyeres at St Omer, Headquarters of the Royal Flying Corps during WW1

He served in this position for the remainder of the war and was promoted to Warrant Officer
Class I on 1 March 1918, then granted leave in England between 11 — 25 September.

After the war ended, he returned to England on 23 November and was transferred to AFC
Headquarters in London the next day. He remained there until he embarked for return to
Australia on 3 March 1919.

Warrant Officer Class I 6916 Leo Gladstone Cooney disembarked in Melbourne on 25 April,
where he was discharged from the AIF on 25 May 1919.
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Name: Cooney, Leo Gladstone

Service Number

6916

Date enlisted

7 March 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Company Sergeant Major

Initial Unit 23" Infantry Battalion
Previous military service Military Staff Clerk,

Permanent Military Forces — 6 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas |11 May 1917

HMAT A1l Ascanius

Stated age/DOB (if known)

23 years (16 February 1894)

Place of birth

Campaspe, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation Clerk/Professional soldier
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Cooney, Mr Patrick, father,

73 Wattle Road, Glenferrie, Victoria

Permanent address

Glenferrie, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 2 inches, weight — 8 stone, 1 Ib,
chest measurement — 32/35 inches

Final Rank Warrant Officer Class I

Final Unit Australian Flying Corps Headquarters

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |3 March 1919

HT Euripides
Date discharged 25 May 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 12 November 1991.




Thomas George Court

Private (Pte) 152 Thomas George Court enlisted in the 10" Machine Gun (MG) Company in
the 10™ Infantry Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 28 March 1916. He
embarked overseas on 27 May and disembarked in Devonport on 18 July.

MG Companies were equipped with 16 Vickers medium machine guns, which were mounted
on tripods and served by crews of between three and six. They were not easily portable and
were generally used in prepared, fixed positions when in the front line

The 10" MG company departed England on 22 November and landed in France the next day.
They entrained for the Armentieres sector, close to the Belgian border, where they operated in
and out of the line for the next four months.

Pte Court contracted influenza and bronchitis on 13 February 1917, for which he was treated
at several local medical facilities until he returned to his unit on 26 March.

The 10" MG Company entered the line at Ploegsteert Wood on 27 April 1917, which is where
Pte Court sustained a shrapnel wound to his back the following day. He was evacuated to the
4™ Stationary Hospital at Arques from 29 April — 23 May then rejoined his unit in Ploegsteert
on 26 May.

The company remained in this area and provided machine gun barrage support for the
successful Australian, New Zealand and British attack on Messines Ridge between 7 — 9 June
1917, for the loss of 52 casualties (eight killed).

|

Pte Court was promoted to Lance Corporal on 31 August and then to Corporal (Cpl) on 6
September 1917.

On 3 October, the company moved back into Belgium and supported the successful
Australian attack on Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, for the loss of a further 26 casualties
(nine killed).

They moved up again on 11 October in preparation for the unsuccessful attack on
Passchendaele the next day and then remained in the line until 21 October, when replaced by
the 10™ Canadian MG Company.
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Across the ten days in action, the company lost three machine guns and sustained 40
casualties, including ten killed. One of those wounded was Cpl Court, who suffered mustard
gas burns on 12 October.

ALETRALAKN WAR MEMIRIAL ECIE 200

View of the swamps of Zonnebeke on the day of the First Battle of Passchendaele, 12 October 1917.

He was evacuated to the 3 Casualty Clearing Station from 15 — 18 October, then admitted to
the 1** Australian General Hospital at Rouen between 19 — 24 October. He rejoined the 10
MG Company on 2 November and was promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 24 November.

Sgt Court was granted leave to Paris between 3 — 12 December 1917, then attended the Corps
Machine Gun School at Camiers from 7 January — 6 February 1918. Shortly after that, on 19
February, he was selected to join the 14™ Officer’s Cadet Battalion in England. He left France
and joined the Cadet Battalion in Catterick, Yorkshire on 8§ March 1918.

He graduated from Catterick on 14 September and joined the Machine Gun Qualifying
Course at Belton Park, Grantham, where he was subsequently commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant on 23 September. He spent the next three months at AIF Headquarters in London
and eventually returned to France on 5 January 1919, where he joined the 3 Machine Gun
Battalion at Camiers three days later.

He was promoted to Lieutenant on 1 March 1919 and departed France for the last time on 10
June. He arrived in England the next day and embarked for return to Australia on 22 July.

Lieutenant Thomas George Court disembarked in Melbourne on 2 September, where his
Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF was terminated on 17 October 1919.
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Name: Court, Thomas George

Service Number

152

Date enlisted

28 March 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 10" Machine Gun Company
Date and ship embarked for overseas |27 May 1916

HMAT A1l Ascanius

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 5 months (13 September 1896)

Place of birth

Clarendon, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Bank Accountant
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Court, Mrs Jessie, mother,
Clarendon via Lal Lal, Victoria

Permanent address

Clarendon via Lal Lal, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, black hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 % inches,
weight — 9 stone, 4 lbs,
chest measurement — 33/37 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant

Final Unit 31 Machine Gun Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

28 April 1917
Ploegsteert Wood, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to back

Date and place wounded (2)

12 October 1917
Passchendaele, Belgium

Nature of wounds (2) Mustard Gas burns
Date and ship embarked for Australia |22 July 1919

HT Ulysses
Date discharged 17 October 1919
Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 11 September 1949.

WW2 Service (SN VX104080).

Also remembered on the Clarendon Roll of Honor,
Elaine & District Roll of Honor & Commercial
Bank of Australia Roll of Honor.
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Charles George Deans

Private (Pte) 2140 Charles George Deans enlisted in the 23™ Infantry Battalion in Geelong on
7 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 27 September and disembarked in Egypt in late
October.

He contracted enterica and paratyphoid and was hospitalised at 2™ Australian General
Hospital at Helouan from 11 January — 6 March 1916, then transferred to the 3™ Auxiliary
Hospital at Heliopolis between 7 — 24 March, when he was passed fit for duty.

He was transferred to the Australian Artillery Training Details, and re-mustered as a Gunner
(Gnr), on 17 April, then embarked for France on 7 June, where he was eventually taken on
strength of the 4™ Divisional Ammunition Column at Acquin on 13 August 1916, one of 40
reinforcements that arrived that day.

On 1 December, Gnr Deans was taken on strength of the 12" Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in
the 4™ Australian Division at Naours. From 20 January 1917, the brigade came under the
direct control of the British 4™ Army.

In March 1917, the brigade moved to Frechencourt as the Germans withdrew to the
Hindenburg Line, and they supported the capture of Lagnicourt on 25 March. While artillery
was not required for the first attack on Bullecourt on 11 April, which ended in disaster, the
12" FAB provided fire support for the second attempt on 3 May, after which the British
turned their attention to Belgium.
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The brigade moved south to the Ypres area in late September and supported actions on the
Menin Road and Westhoek Ridge. The brigade then moved west to Reninghelst, where its
wagon lines were bombed by German aircraft on 19 October (five men killed and four
wounded) and again on 21 October, when two horses were killed, and one man and four
horses wounded.

At the completion of Third Ypres, Gnr Deans was granted leave in England from 13 — 29
November, as the brigade remained in and out of the line in this area during the northern
winter and into March 1918.

Following the onslaught of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme in late March, the
12" FAB began moving south and had reached Robecq by 11 April, when they were
instructed to immediately establish firing positions in support of British forces to the south-
west of Armentieres. This they did, but soon after were themselves forced to withdraw as the
retreating British infantry moved through their battery positions the next day. The brigade just
managed to escape across the La Bassee Canal with all their guns intact, and they established
new firing positions on the western side of the canal near Busnes, where they remained until
late May.

The 12" FAB supported the front line around Strazeele and Borre throughout June — July
1918, before moving south to the Somme in early August, where they provided protective
barrages for the 4™ Australian Division near Hamelet on 8 August.

The brigade next covered the advance on Proyart on 15 August, then the 1* Division’s attack
on Chuignes on 23 August and the 5™ Division’s at Peronne on 31 August. On 18 September,
the brigade supported the 4™ Division’s successful attack on the Hindenburg Outpost Line
near Jeancourt, then moved into reserve for a week.

On 29 September the brigade supported the 30™ American and 5™ Australian Division’s
successful attacks on the Hindenburg Line at Bellicourt.

While the Australian infantry divisions were progressively relieved from 1 October, the field
artillery units continued forward with the general allied advance. The 12" FAB moved to
Joncourt for the 2™ Division’s attack on Montbrehain on 5 October — the last by Australian
infantry on the western front — then provided direct fire support for an American attack on
Premont on 8 October. They continued to move eastwards through Busigny on 10 October,
then covered another American advance, against Escaufourt, on 17 — 18 October, before they
too left the line the following day.

Gnr Deans was granted leave in England from 10 — 30 November then returned to France, by
which time the war was over. He left France for the final time on 15 February 1919 and
embarked for return to Australia on 13 April.

Gunner 2140 Charles George Deans disembarked in Melbourne on 31 May, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 25 July 1919.
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Name: Deans, Charles George

Service Number

2140

Date enlisted

7 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

23 Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

70" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

27 September 1915
HMAT A20 Hororata

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 3 months (14 April 1895)

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Stove fitter
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Deans, Mr Samuel, father,
Alexandra Avenue, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 4 2 inches, weight — 10 stone,
chest measurement — 33 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 12 Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

13 April 1919
HT Wyreema

Date discharged 25 July 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Home service WW2 (SN V9016).

Died 13 June 1966.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial and Yarra Street Methodist Church Honor

Roll.
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Cecil Herbert Dixon

Private (Pte) 13278 Cecil Herbert Dixon enlisted in the Army Medical Corps reinforcements
in Geelong on 20 July 1915.

He embarked overseas on 7 March 1916 and disembarked in Egypt in early April, where he
was taken on strength of the 12" Field Ambulance (FA) in the 12™ Infantry Brigade of the 4™
Australian Division at Serapeum on 20 April.

The unit left Egypt on 2 June and landed at Marseilles on 11 June, where they entrained for
the Hazebrouck area in the north.

The 4™ Division moved south to the Somme and took over the front line near Pozieres on 7
August. The fighting was brutal here and over the next two weeks, the division slowly
advanced the line towards the fortified structure known as Mouquet Farm, however the
Germans ultimately held. The 4™ Division left the field on 22 August, having sustained 4,649
casualties, many of whom passed through the 12" Field Ambulance dressing station at
Becourt Manor.

After the German'’s strategic withdrawal in late February 1917, the 12 Infantry Brigade
moved to the front line near Noreuil in early April. A poorly planned attack on Bullecourt,
without artillery support, commenced on 11 April. The 12™ Brigade, in the vanguard,
sustained 950 casualties, including many who became prisoners of war. The shattered brigade
moved to Bapaume the next day for a rest and then north to the Messines sector in late May.

During the Battle of Messines on 7 June 1917, the 12" Field Ambulance took over medical
facilities near Steenwerck, where they handled hundreds of casualties between 7 — 16 June.

During the Battle of Polygon Wood on 26 September, the 12 Brigade was again in reserve,
although the men were put to work in carrying parties, road repairs and burying signals
cables, at times under heavy artillery fire, and the brigade sustained 42 casualties, including
seven killed.

From 11 October, the 12™ Field Ambulance took over the operation of an Advanced Dressing
Station on the Menin Road. They were attacked by several German aircraft on 18 October,
and Pte Dixon sustained a severe shrapnel wound to his right thigh.

He was evacuated to the 54™ General Hospital in Wimereux from 19 October — 25 March
1918, then transferred to England and admitted to the Edmonton General Military Hospital
between 25 March — 3 April, before he embarked for return to Australia on 8 April.

Private 13278 Cecil Herbert Dixon disembarked in Melbourne on 26 May, after which he
spent several months at the 11™ Australian General Hospital, before being medically
discharged from the AIF on 29 November 1918.
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Name: Dixon, Cecil Herbert

Service Number 13278
Date enlisted 20 July 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit Army Medical Corps reinforcements
Previous military service 70" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 3 years
Date and ship embarked for overseas |7 March 1916
HMAT A63 Karoola
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 2 months
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Chemist
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Dixon, Mr H C, father,
c/- Gas Company, Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 9 % inches,
weight — 9 stone, 3 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 12" Field Ambulance
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 18 October 1917
Menin Road, Belgium
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to right thigh (severe)
Date and ship embarked for Australia |8 April 1918
HT Karoola
Date discharged 29 November 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 22 March 1983.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, College of Pharmacy Roll of Honor
(Parkville), All Saints Anglican Church Honor Roll
(Newtown) and Parish of Christ Church Honor Roll
(Geelong).
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John Faulkner Eason MC

ALBTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 1= E k|

38" Battalion officers in France, 13 January 1918. Identified back row, far right is 2" Lt John Eason.

Private (Pte) 7342 John Faulkner Eason enlisted in the 2™ Australian Casualty Clearing
Station (CCS) in Melbourne on 16 July 1915.

The unit embarked overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Egypt on 24 December,
where they encamped at Ferry Post from 11 January 1916.

Pte Eason was treated for influenza from 15 — 29 February then returned to active duty.

The 2™ CCS left Egypt on 20 April and landed at Marseilles on 27 April, where they
entrained for Rouen in the north, a trip that took thirteen days.

On 23 June, they established a new site at Trois Arbres, near Steenwerck, which included a
cemetery in a nearby field, and they remained at this location until March 1918. The first
female nursing staff arrived for duty on 29 June 1916.

The first troops they treated were the wounded evacuated from the Battle of Fromelles on 19
July, located just 6 km to the south, and over 800 men were admitted on that first night. These
men were triaged, and either dealt with locally or moved along to the next cog in the vast
British medical evacuation system.

Just over a year later, on 31 July 1917, Pte Eason was selected to attend the 2™ Officers’
Cadet Battalion in Cambridge, and he sailed to England on 2 August. Four months later, he
graduated as a Second Lieutenant (2" Lt) on 1 December and was attached to the General
Infantry Reinforcements until he could be allocated to an appropriate unit.
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He subsequently returned to France on 18 December, where he joined the 38" Infantry
Battalion in the 10™ Infantry Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division, in the field near Bailleul,
on 24 December 1917.

2" Lt Eason was promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 1 March 1918 and then granted leave from
20 March. He rejoined the battalion on the Somme after they had been rushed south to help
stem the German offensive underway in that area.

The 38" Battalion had moved into Marrett Wood near Morlancourt, at the junction of two
exhausted British armies. On 28 March about 100 Germans attacked the battalion in the wood
but were repulsed with heavy casualties.

In April, the battalion was in the line near Buire sur Ancre where, according to the battalion
diary, the German artillery bombardments were particularly heavy, and it was during one of
these that Lt Eason was gassed on 26 April 1918.

He was initially evacuated to the 2™ Red Cross Hospital in Rouen from 26 April — 5 May,
then transferred to England and admitted to the 3 London General Hospital at Wandsworth
between 6 — 30 May.

He then spent four months at Hurdcott Camp, before returning to France on 10 August, where
he rejoined the 38" Battalion two days later, by which time the allies’ Amiens offensive had
already broken the German line.

The advance continued east and between 28 — 31 August 1918, the 38™ Battalion supported
the 2" Division’s left flank near Clery-sur-Somme, about 4 km north-west of Mont St
Quentin, for the loss of 150 casualties.

For his performance during this action, Lt Eason was recommended for, and subsequently
awarded, the Military Cross (MC). The citation read:

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty near Curlu on 28th August 1918,
when his platoon came under machine gun fire from the right flank. He pushed
forward with a few men in the face of fire from several guns, and out-flanking them,
compelled the crews to several guns, and out-flanking them, compelled the crews to
withdraw in haste, leaving two guns behind. His platoon took all their objectives with
slight casualties, thanks to his coolness and resource.”

He was evacuated sick with bronchitis between 7 — 17 September, and rejoined the battalion
on 20 September, by which time they had reached the heavily fortified Hindenburg Line.

The 3" Division, which included the depleted 38" Battalion, joined with the 5" Division and
the full strength 27" and 30" American Divisions for the assault.

At 7:15 am on 29 September, the 38" Battalion commenced their part in the 3™ Division’s
attack on the northern end of the St Quentin Canal tunnel, only to find that the 27" American
Division — which had gone before them — had not cleared out all the German dugouts and
trenches.
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As a result, when the Australians moved through what was supposed to be captured ground,
they were attacked from their rear and flanks by German machine gunners emerging from the
uncleared dugouts. Bitter fighting in this sector continued for several days and resulted in
significant casualties, including a further 104 in the 38" Battalion.

ALETRALAN WAR MEMORIAL EOESES

3 Division men move up to relieve the 27" American Division on the Hindenburg Line, 1 October 1918.

The battalion left the line for the last time on 2 October and Lt Eason was granted leave in
France from 5 — 14 October.

He returned to England on 13 January 1919 and embarked for return to Australia on 28
March.

Lieutenant John Faulkner Eason MC disembarked in Melbourne on 26 May, where his
Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF was terminated on 18 July 1919.
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Name: Eason, John Faulkner

Service Number

7342

Date enlisted

16 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

2" Australian Casualty Clearing Station

Previous military service

60" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

23 November 1915
HMAT A40 Ceramic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 11 months (2 August 1895)

Place of birth

Colac, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Chemist
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Eason, Mr John, father,
Margaret Street,
North Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

North Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Sallow complexion, dark brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 ' inches,
weight — 10 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant

Final Unit 38" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

26 April 1918
Buire sur Ancre, France

Nature of wounds Gassed

Date and ship embarked for Australia |28 March 1919
HT Port Macquarie

Date discharged 18 July 1919

Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals Military Cross, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal,
Victory Medal

Notes Home Service WW2 (SN VX89088).

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial and the Lang Lang State School Roll of
Honor.
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John Matheson Edgar

John Matheson Edgar was Commissioned as a Major (Maj) in the AIF in Melbourne on 16
January 1915. He was appointed to the 6™ Infantry Battalion in the 2™ Infantry Brigade of the
I* Australian Division and embarked overseas on 19 February.

He disembarked in Egypt on 3 April and subsequently landed at Gallipoli on 7 May, where he
was taken on strength of the 6™ Battalion at Cape Helles on 8 May.

Later that same day the battalion sustained 337 casualties (including 216 killed or missing)
during the disastrous Second Battle of Krithia, then returned to Anzac Cove on 17 May.

Maj Edgar returned to Egypt on 26 May and served at the Zeitoun Camp until he was recalled
to Australia, on the orders of the Minister of Defence, on 29 August.

Major John Matheson Edgar disembarked in Melbourne on 1 October, where his
Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF was terminated on 15 October 1915.




Name: Edgar, John Matheson

Date enlisted

16 January 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Major

Initial Unit

6" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Major, 70" Infantry Battalion, CMF

Date and ship embarked for overseas

19 February 1915
HMAT A54 Runic

Stated age/DOB (if known)

33 years, 11 months (16 February 1881)

Place of birth

Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status Married
Occupation School Master
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Edgar, Mrs Jessie, wife,
16 Lunan Avenue,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 inches,
weight — 12 stone,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Major

Final Unit 6" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

29 August 1915
HT Euripides

Date discharged 15 October 1915

Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial, Warragul Methodist Church Honor Roll
and the State Teachers College Honor Roll
(Parkville).
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Stanley Ernest Featherston MM

Private (Pte) 3786 Stanley Ernest Featherston enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion in the 8"
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Geelong on 19 June 1916.

He embarked overseas on 19 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 14 November,
where he joined the 8™ (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He sailed from England on 17 December and landed in France the next day. He spent
Christmas 1916 with the 5" Division Base Depot in Etaples before being hospitalised at the
18" General Hospital at Camiers with mumps between 17 January — 8 February 1917.

A week later, Pte Featherston was taken on strength of the 29 Battalion, in the field at
Montauban, on 14 February.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, a raiding party of 32 men from
the 29" Battalion assaulted the German lines near Gueudecourt in the early hours of 2 March,
where they captured about 250 yards of enemy trench along with fourteen German prisoners.
The battalion then successfully fought off a strong German attack at Beaumetz on 23 March,
for the loss of 134 casualties (29 killed).

On 17 September, the battalion moved to Belgium to participate in the 5™ Division’s assault
on Polygon Wood on 26 September 1917. Despite heavy losses (46 killed and 205 wounded
or missing in the 29" Battalion alone), all the objectives were taken, and the ground held
against several German counter attacks over the following 24 hours.

At the conclusion of Third Ypres, the 29" Battalion remained in the Messines and Ypres area
throughout late 1917 and early 1918, during which time Pte Featherston was granted leave in
France from 26 October — 9 November and spent a fortnight at the 5™ Division Rest Station
between 6 — 22 February 1918.
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In response to news of the German offensive on the Somme in late March 1918, the 5™
Division was sent south to help plug gaps in the faltering British line. On 6 April, the 29™
Battalion moved into reserve near Cachy (supporting the British 18™ Division) and then to
Corbie where they remained as 8" Brigade reserve for several weeks.

The battalion moved into the front line near Morlancourt on 17 July. On the night of 28 — 29
July they conducted a raid (at bayonet point) on the German trenches. The raid was a success
with many of the enemy reported killed and the trench captured, along with 23 German
prisoners and six machine guns, for the loss of 100 casualties (14 killed) of their own.

On 8 August 1918, during the second phase of the allied offensive at Amiens, the 5
Australian Division, including the 29" Battalion, successfully “passed through” the resting 3™
Division and advanced the attack another 3 km.

The assault continued the next day, during which the battalion captured the village of
Vauvillers for the loss of 95 men, including 17 killed.
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A platoon from B Company, 29th Battalion, enroute to Vauvillers, 9 August 1918.

For his performance on 9 August, Pte Featherston was recommended for the Distinguished
Conduct Medal. He was subsequently awarded the Military Medal, and the citation read as
follows:

“For bravery and devotion to duty during the attack and capture of VAUVILLERS
East of VILLERS-BRETONNEUX, on 9 August 1918. During the attack made by this
battalion on the above village Pte. Featherston displayed great initiative and devotion
to duty whilst acting in the capacity of Coy. Runner attached to Bn. Hgqrs. When the
Coys. were held up by extremely heavy M.G. fire from the front and right flank, and
very heavy casualties had been sustained, it was impossible to ascertain the exact
position and strength of the Centre Coy.
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Pte. Featherston with utter disregard to personal safety went out in the open in the
face of a murderous machine gun barrage, and by his coolness and skill succeeded in
reaching the Centre Coy. and informing the O.C. of the position of Coys. on his flanks.
He also obtained and succeeded in bringing back through the barrage the information
so badly needed at Bn. Hqrs. It was in a large measure due to this man's work that the
village was ultimately captured and all objectives reached. Throughout the whole of
the operations, he set a splendid example to his colleagues.”

Two weeks later, on 29 August, the battalion captured and held the village of Barleux and the
Somme crossing point of Eterpigny, south of Peronne, at the cost of 156 casualties (including
45 killed or missing) until relieved by the 32" British Division on 31 August 1918.

On 27 September, the battalion again moved toward the front in readiness for the assault on
the German Hindenburg Line, a complex of trenches, pillboxes, and deep barbed wire
entanglements. The heavily depleted Australians were to be supported in the attack by 50,000
inexperienced American troops from the 27" (New York) and 30" (Tennessee) Divisions.

After a two-day barrage, including the use of mustard gas, the two American divisions
advanced over the St Quentin Tunnel on 29 September, the 27" on the left and the 30" on the
right. The attack by the 27" faltered but that of the 30™ fared better.

The 5" Australian Division, which included the 29" Battalion, “passed through” the 30
American Division and, after further heavy fighting, captured the village of Bellicourt as
planned the next day. The 29" Battalion captured 60 prisoners, four field guns, and numerous
machine guns and mortars for the loss of 80 casualties of their own, one of whom was Pte
Featherston who sustained a shrapnel wound to his right forearm on 29 October 1918.

He was initially evacuated to the 1% Australian General Hospital in Rouen on 1 October, then
transferred to England and admitted to the 2" Southern General Hospital in Birmingham
between 3 — 23 October, after which he was granted leave from 23 October — 6 November.

He spent a month in Weymouth then embarked for return to Australia on 2 January 1919.

Private 3786 Stanley Ernest Featherston MM disembarked in Melbourne on 15 February,
where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 25 March 1919.
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Name: Featherston, Stanley Ernest

Service Number

3786

Date enlisted

19 June 1916

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

19 September 1916
HMAT A73 Commonwealth

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 4 months

Place of birth

Sebastopol, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Assistant Chemist
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Featherston, Mr William, father,
Tait Street,
Sebastopol, Victoria

Permanent address

Sebastopol, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 6 lbs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

29 September 1918
Bellicourt, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to right forearm

Date and ship embarked for Australia

2 January 1919
HT Karmala

Date discharged 25 March 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals Military Medal, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial, Sebastopol War Memorial, College of
Pharmacy Roll of Honor (Parkville) and Tree No.
2426 of the Ballarat Avenue of Honour.
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Henry Charles Finnis MM

Private (Pte) 1581 Henry Charles Finnis enlisted in the 21* Infantry Battalion in the 6™
Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Geelong on 4 May 1915.

He embarked overseas on 28 June, disembarked in Egypt in late July, and was taken on
strength of the 21 Battalion on 17 August. Shortly after, the battalion embarked for Gallipoli
on board the HMT Southland on 30 August.

While still about 56 km from Lemnos, the Southland was torpedoed by the German
submarine UB-14 on 2 September and had to be abandoned. While the ship didn’t sink
immediately and most of the 1,400 men on board were rescued, around 40 men lost their
lives, many in the original torpedo explosion.

ALETRALIAN WAR MEMOEIAL ARTCSE IS

Depicts the sinking of HMT Southland as 2nd Australian Division men take to lifeboats or jump overboard.

After being rescued, the battalion disembarked at Gallipoli on the night of 7 September then
moved into the quieter northern section of the front line three days later.

The 21* Battalion diary of 13 September stated that “the trenches are infested with vermin,
fleas and lice...” and that “sanitary arrangements in regard to this section need particular
care...”. Nothing much improved over the next few months before the battalion departed
Gallipoli in late December and arrived back in Egypt on 27 December.

They left Egypt again on 19 March 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles a week later, then
entrained north to the Hazebrouck region.
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The 2™ Division moved south and took over the Pozieres front on 27 July. The 215 Battalion
entered the line on 29 July where, despite being used mainly in a defensive role, they
nevertheless sustained 289 casualties (including 36 killed or missing) before they left the line
on 3 August.

On 22 August the 2™ Division, including the 21 Battalion, took over the ongoing Australian
attack on Mouquet Farm. On 26 August the Australians finally reached the farm, but heavy
German counter attacks forced a withdrawal. Between 22 — 26 August, the 21% Battalion
sustained another 391 casualties, including 171 killed and missing.

After a rest period in Flanders until late October, the battalion again headed south and moved
into the front line near Flers on 3 November 1916, where they experienced the heavy, energy
sapping mud for the first time — the northern winter of 1916-17 was particularly harsh and
trench foot was a common complaint. They moved into the line at Delville Wood on
Christmas morning 1916, and “enjoyed” a lunch of bully-beef and bread.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in late March 1917, the battalion
cautiously moved forward and captured several French villages in the ensuing weeks.

On 3 May, the battalion was directly involved in the second attack on the Hindenburg Line at
Bullecourt, for the loss of 340 casualties, including 80 killed or missing.

Pte Finnis was transferred and taken on strength of the 2" Divisional Signal Company on 2
April 1917. He served with this unit throughout the remainder of 1917, including its
involvement at the Battles of Menin Road (September), Broodseinde Ridge and Poelcappelle
(October) within the wider Third Battle of Ypres.

He was granted leave in England from 5 — 22 January 1918 and, on his return to France, was
transferred back to the 21 Battalion at Ploegsteert the next day, then promoted to Lance
Corporal (L Cpl) on 1 February.

In early April 1918, the battalion moved south to Lavieville in response to the German
offensive in the Somme region, but the main assault had petered out by the time they arrived.

The 6™ Brigade, including the 21 Battalion, successfully attacked the town of Ville sur Ancre
on 19 May 1918. The battalion captured 330 German prisoners and 45 machine guns for the
loss of 78 casualties, one of whom was L Cpl Finnis, who sustained a gunshot wound to his
foot during the assault. He was evacuated to the 2" Canadian General Hospital at Treport
from 19 — 28 May and rejoined the 21 Battalion on 4 June.

For his performance during the action at Ville sur Ancre, he was also recommended for the
Military Medal on 26 May, but the award was never promulgated.

On 8 August, the great allied offensive from Amiens commenced at 4:20 am, with the 2™ and
4™ Divisions leading the Australian effort. The 6™ Brigade, including the 215 Battalion were
in reserve for the main assault.
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By 29 August, they had followed the retreating Germans east and had reached the formidable

defensive line at Mont St Quentin, which the 2™ Division, including the 21 Battalion, had
been tasked with taking.

The 21 Battalion, originally in reserve for the attack, was inevitably drawn into it over the
following days. Against all odds the attack succeeded, and the Australians captured the
fortress after three days’ fighting, for the loss of 120 battalion casualties (26 killed). For his

performance during the attack, L Cpl Finnis was again recommended for the Military Medal,
this time successfully, and the citation read:

“During the attack on MT. ST. QUENTIN North of PERONNE on Ist September 1918
these Non-Commissioned Officers [FINNIS and 263 F.V. PARKER] went forward with
the attacking troops, laying a telephone wire as they went. They selected an excellent
position for a forward Report Centre and by strenuous work and personal disregard
of danger they soon established communication with the Companies. The lines were
continually cut, but, regardless of artillery and machine gun fire, and very severe
sniping, they maintained the lines for the two following days, working day and night
to do so. The excellent communications enjoyed by the Battalion throughout the
operation were almost entirely due to their personal pluck and splendid endurance.”

Following the breach of the Hindenburg Line on 1 October, four of the five depleted
Australian Divisions had already left the line. The 2" Division was the only one remaining,
and the 6™ Brigade (including the 21° Battalion) was tasked with taking the village of
Montbrehain on 5 October. The operation was a brilliant success, with over 400 German
prisoners captured, but it came at a cost to the 6™ Brigade of 430 casualties of their own. The
21 Battalion finally left the line later that day — the last Australian battalion to do so.

On 13 October, due to its heavily depleted state, the 21* Battalion was disbanded and the
remaining men allocated to sister battalions within the 6™ Brigade. L Cpl Finnis was allocated
to the 24™ Battalion then granted leave in England from 26 November — 16 December 1918.

On his return to France, he spent a week in hospital with tonsillitis in early January 1919. He
sailed for England on 15 January, where he spent three weeks in hospital with influenza
between 22 January — 14 February, then embarked for return to Australia on 28 March.

Lance Corporal 1581 Henry Charles Finniss MM disembarked in Melbourne on 26 May,
where he was discharged from the AIF on 25 July 1919.
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Name: Finnis, Henry Charles

Service Number

1581

Date enlisted

4 May 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21* Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Senior cadets — 4 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

28 June 1915
HMAT A35 Berrima

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 2 months (14 March 1897)

Place of birth

Camberwell, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation School student (Geelong HS)
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Finnis, Mr H C, father,
c/- HM Gaol, Myers Street,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 1 Ib,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 24" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

19 May 1918
Ville sur Ancre, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to foot

Date and ship embarked for Australia

28 March 1919
HT Port Macquarie

Date discharged 25 July 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals Military Medal, 1914-15 Star, British War Medal,
Victory Medal

Notes Died 2 July 1959.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial and Christ Church Honor Roll
(Beechworth).
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Arthur Leeman Fulton

Arthur Leeman Fulton was Commissioned as a Lieutenant (Lt) in the AIF at the Royal
Military College, Duntroon on 3 November 1914, aged just 20 years.

Allocated to the 7" Light Horse Regiment in the 2™ Light Horse Brigade in Sydney, he
embarked overseas on 19 December and disembarked in Egypt on 1 February 1915.

Within weeks of the 25 April landing at Anzac Cove, the forces on Gallipoli were so depleted
by battle casualties and illness that it was decided to reinforce them with Light Horse units
from Egypt (without their horses given the terrain).

Lt Fulton and the 7" Light Horse (LH) left Egypt on 15 May and arrived at Gallipoli on the
night of 19 May, where they were broken up and moved into trenches at the northern end of
the line to relieve the exhausted infantry.

On 18 June, they were reunited as a regiment and moved to guard the southern end of the
line, where they remained throughout July — August, and it was in this area that Lt Fulton was
slightly wounded on 8 August. He refused medical treatment and remained at his post.

He was evacuated sick with enteritis and jaundice on 23 September. Initially treated at the 1%
Casualty Clearing Station from 23 — 26 September, he was transported to England and
admitted to the 3 London General Hospital between 11 — 30 October.

After his recovery, he embarked for Lemnos on 15 November and arrived there on 3
December. Three days later he left the island and sailed for Gallipoli, where he rejoined the
7% LH Regiment on 7 December, just two weeks before they evacuated the peninsula on 20
December 1915.
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Lt Fulton arrived back in Egypt in early January 1916, where he was subsequently promoted
to Captain (Capt) on 1 March and then taken on strength of the 47" Infantry Battalion in the
12 Infantry Brigade of the newly formed 4™ Australian Division at Serapeum on 27 April.

The battalion sailed for France on 2 June and landed at Marseilles on 9 June, where they
entrained for Bailleul in the north. Their first stint in the line came in the relatively quiet
sector at Fleurbaix from 4 — 11 July.

Capt Fulton was promoted to Major on 29 July, while the battalion was on the move south to
join the fighting on the Somme.

The 47" Battalion relieved the 48" Battalion in the line of recently captured trenches in front
of Pozieres known as OG 1 and OG 2 (Old German) during 6 — 7 August, where they felt the
full brunt of German artillery firepower and destruction for the first time, and it was here
during the continuous barrage that Major Fulton was killed in action on 7 August 1916.

The war-torn Pozieres landscape looking towards Mouquet Farm, August 1916

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Major Arthur Leeman Fulton is remembered on the Australian National Memorial, Villers-
Bretonneux, France.
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Name: Fulton, Arthur Leeman

Date enlisted

3 November 1914

Place enlisted Sydney, NSW
Rank on enlistment Lieutenant
Initial Unit 7" Light Horse Regiment

Previous military service

Permanent Military Forces

Date and ship embarked for overseas

19 December 1914
HMAT A31 Adjana

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years (18 November 1894)

Place of birth

Devenish, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Professional soldier

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Fulton, Mrs M, mother,
12 Pilgrim Street,

Footscray, Victoria

Permanent address

Royal Military College, Duntroon

Appearance Height — 5 feet 10 ' inches,
weight — 11 stone, 6 Ibs,
chest measurement — 35/37 inches
Final Rank Major
Final Unit 47" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France

Fate

Killed in action

Date and place wounded

8 August 1915
Gallipoli, Turkey

Nature of wounds

No details (slight)

Date and place died 7 August 1916
Pozieres, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Australian
National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, France.
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Emerald & District Honor

Roll (Vic) and St John the Baptist Anglican Church
Roll of Honor (Canberra).
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Sydney John Grenfell

Private (Pte) 2037 Sydney John Grenfell enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion in the 8"
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Geelong on 12 March 1915. He embarked
overseas on 18 February 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 22 March, where he was taken
on strength of the 29 Battalion at Brighton Beach on 1 April.

After several months training, the battalion departed Egypt on 18 June and disembarked in
Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north.

They experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July 1916.
Although in reserve and providing carrying and stretcher parties initially, the battalion was
eventually committed to the failed attack for the loss of 216 casualties (52 killed), then had to
remain and hold part of the line for the next week.

They returned to the front line in nearby Fleurbaix on 16 August, where Pte Grenfell
sustained gunshot wounds to his face and hand on 23 August. Initially evacuated to the 7
General Hospital at Etaples from 26 August — 2 September, he was transferred to England
and admitted to the 3™ Southern General Hospital at Oxford between 3 — 29 September.

He subsequently contracted diphtheria and was hospitalised at the 1% Australian Auxiliary
Hospital at Harefield from 29 September — 18 November, after which he spent another three
weeks convalescing at Weymouth.

On 13 January 1917, Pte Grenfell was transferred for duty with the Australian Army Pay
Corps at AIF Headquarters in London.

He was hospitalised in Southall with an infected toenail from 1 June — 18 August, then
returned to the Pay Corps offices in London, where he served for the remainder of the war.

On his return from hospital, he was promoted to Corporal on 1 September 1917, and then to
Sergeant on 1 February 1919, before he embarked for return to Australia on 15 June.

Sergeant 2037 Sydney John Grenfell disembarked in Melbourne on 2 August, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 24 September 1919.




Name: Grenfell, Sydney John

Service Number

2037

Date enlisted

12 March 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

29" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

70" Infantry Battalion, CMF — serving

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 February 1916
HMAT A70 Ballarat

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 9 months

Place of birth

Dunach, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Grenfell, Mr R H, father,
Thompson Street,
Belmont, Victoria

Permanent address

Belmont, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 2 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Sergeant

Final Unit Australian Army Pay Corps

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

23 August 1916
Fleurbaix, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wounds to face & hand

Date and ship embarked for Australia

15 June 1919
HT Swakopmund

Date discharged 24 September 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial, Shire of South Barwon Honor Roll and
the Dunach State School Honor Roll.
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Hugh Smyth Hawes

Gunner (Gnr) 38149 Hugh Smyth Hawes enlisted in the Field Artillery Brigade
Reinforcements at Geelong on 23 April 1917. He embarked overseas on 9 November 1917.
After a long voyage via Alexandria, Egypt and Taranto, Italy, he disembarked at
Southampton, England on 5 January 1918.

He spent the next two months training with the Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery at its
Heytesbury Camp, then proceeded overseas to France on 13 March 1918, where he was taken
on strength of the 8" Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 3™ Australian Division, in northern
France on 20 March 1918.

Within days of his arrival the brigade was hurriedly moved south to the area between the
Somme and Ancre Rivers, where they fired on German troops advancing on Sailly Laurette
on 30 March 1918. By late April, the German Spring Offensive had petered out, and the
situation was stabilised.

The next major action for the 8" FAB was the great allied offensive from Amiens on 8 August
1918. Once the allies had broken through the German lines, the brigade was continually on
the move and, as the infantry advanced eastwards, they saw action around Cerisy and the
Hindenburg Line in late September 1918.

While nearly all the Australian infantry had been withdrawn by 5 October, the artillery
remained in action for several weeks after that. The 8™ FAB provided support for American
and British advances as far east as Le Cateau on 24 October 1918 and they were finally
withdrawn from the front line the next day.
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Gunner 38149 Hugh Smyth Hawes returned to England on 4 March 1919 and embarked for
return to Australia on 25 March. He disembarked in Melbourne on 10 May, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 2 June 1919.

Name: Hawes, Hugh Smyth

Service Number

38149

Date enlisted

23 April 1917

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

Field Artillery Brigade Reinforcements

Date and ship embarked for overseas

9 November 1917
HMAT A15 Port Sydney

Previous military service

Naval cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 1 month (12/3/1897)

Place of birth

Winchelsea, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

School teacher

Religion

Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Hawes, Miss MJ, sister,
“Pine Hill”, Inverleigh, Victoria

Permanent address

“Pine Hill”, Inverleigh, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches,
weight — 8 stone, 9 lbs,
chest measurement — 33 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 8" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in Egypt, Italy, France

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |25 March 1919
HT Port Denison

Date discharged 2 June 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Served in WW2 (SN VX104302) and attained the
rank of Major.

Died February 1977.

Also remembered on the Inverleigh & District
Honor Roll, Inverleigh Presbyterian Church Roll of
Honor, Inverleigh State School Honor Roll,
Inverleigh Independent Order of Rechabites Honor
Roll, Winchelsea & District Roll of Honor and St
Thomas’ Anglican Church Honor Roll (Winchelsea).
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Alan Robb Hickinbotham

Gunner (Gnr) 38150 Alan Robb Hickinbotham (pictured here later in life) enlisted in the
Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) Reinforcements in Geelong on 13 March 1917. He embarked
overseas on 9 November and disembarked in Southampton — after two short layovers at Suez
and Taranto — on 5 January 1918, where he joined the Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery at
Heytesbury later the same day.

After two months training, he left England on 13 March and landed in France the following
day, where he was taken on strength of the 8" Field Artillery Brigade in the 3 Australian
Division (allocated to the 108" Howitzer Battery) at Bailleul on 19 March.

A week later, the brigade rushed south to the Somme in response to the German Spring
Offensive, where they took up defensive positions in support of the 3™ Division to the east of
the River Ancre, near Morlancourt.

Between early June — 11 July, the 8" FAB took over the firing line in front of Villers-
Bretonneux. In early August, they moved their batteries to positions between Corbie and
Hamel, in readiness for the allies” Amiens offensive from 8 August.

The Australian and Canadian offensive south of the river was a huge success, but north of the
river the British attack stalled. The brigade moved their guns forward to Morcourt but came
under German enfilade fire from the north and suffered ten casualties, with a similar number
of horses lost.

71



By 21 August, the brigade had reached Etinehem, where they provided fire support for the 3
Division’s capture of Bray sur Somme.
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108" Howitzer Battery in action at Bray sur Somme, 26 August 1918

The Australian infantry advance continued at a pace never previously experienced, and the 8™
FAB was in Clery sur Somme by 1 September, then placed in reserve between 7 — 16
September.

They returned to the firing line and supported the 1 and 4™ Division’s attack on the
Hindenburg Outpost Line on 18 September, then from 29 September — 1 October they
supported the combined 27" American and 3 Australian Division’s assault on the
Hindenburg Line itself.

The Australian infantry units had left the front line by 6 October, but many of the artillery
brigades remained, and the 8" FAB supported American and British operations against
Estrees on 9 October and then Ribeauville on 17 October.

During 21 — 24 October, the brigade supported three British Divisions in their successful
assault on le Cateau, following which they left the line for the last time.

Being a student, Gnr Hickinbotham was earmarked for early return to Australia, so he left
France on 16 February 1919 and sailed for home on 28 February.

Gunner 38150 Alan Robb Hickinbotham disembarked in Melbourne on 17 April, where he
was discharged from the AIF on 10 May 1919.
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Name: Hickinbotham, Alan Robb

Service Number

38150

Date enlisted

13 March 1917

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

Field Artillery Brigade Reinforcements

Previous military service

Naval Reserve — 4 years
Melbourne University Rifles — 1 year

Date and ship embarked for overseas

9 November 1917
HMAT A15 Port Sydney

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 7 months (15 August 1898)

Place of birth

Moolap, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Student (Melbourne University)

Religion

Methodist

Next of kin and address

Hickinbotham, Mr David, father,
c¢/- Whittington PO,
Moolap, Victoria

Permanent address

Moolap, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches,
weight — 8 stone, 11 Ibs,
chest measurement — 30/34 inches
Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 8™ Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |28 February 1919
HT Anchises
Date discharged 10 May 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Home Service WW2 (SN S73158).

Died 2 July 1959.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, Leopold & District War Memorial and
the St Albans Concord Order of the Sons of

Temperance No. 8 Honor Roll.
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James Ingersoll Higgins

SUETRALLA ‘waf MEWGRIAL

Private (Pte) 2050 James Ingersoll Higgins enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion in the 8"
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Geelong on 14 July 1915.

He embarked overseas on 18 February 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 22 March, where
he was taken on strength of the 29" Battalion on 1 April.

The battalion left Egypt on 16 June and landed in Marseilles on 23 June, where they
entrained north to Morbecque.

Just a few weeks later they experienced their first taste of battle on the Western Front at
Fromelles on the night of 19 July. Although initially in reserve providing carrying and
stretcher parties, the 29" Battalion was eventually committed to the failed 5™ Division attack
for the loss of 164 men wounded and 52 killed, one of whom was Pte Higgins who was killed
in action early on 20 July 1916.

He was buried near where he fell, but this grave was later lost, and he has no known grave.

Private 2050 James Ingersoll Higgins is remembered on Panel 1 at the V.C. Corner Australian
Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France.
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Name: Higgins, James Ingersoll

Service Number

2050

Date enlisted

14 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |18 February 1916
HMAT A70 Ballarat

Stated age/DOB (if known)

25 years, 11 months

Place of birth

Brunswick, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer (Electrical engineer)
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Higgins, Mrs Agnes, mother,
94 Gheringhap Street,
Geelong, Vic.

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 4 2 inches,
weight — 8 stone, 9 Ibs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 29" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France

Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 20 July 1916
Fromelles, France
Cemetery details No known grave.
Commemorated on Panel 1 at the V.C. Corner
Australian Cemetery Memorial, Fromelles, France
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Possibly incorrectly recorded as John J Higgins on

the Geelong HS Honor Roll.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, East Geelong St Albans & Moolap War
Memorial and the Yarra Street Methodist Church
Honor Roll.
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Frederick William Hudson

Private 4114 Frederick William Hudson enlisted in the 4™ Light Horse Regiment in Geelong
on 12 February 1917. Posted to Seymour Camp for training, he contracted venereal disease
and was hospitalised at the Langwarrin Venereal Hospital between 23 February — 24 July,
after which he returned to Seymour to complete his training.

He eventually embarked overseas on 2 February 1918 and disembarked in Southampton on
20 April, where he was transferred to the Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery at Heytesbury,
and re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr).

He departed England on 28 June and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 2™ Australian Divisional Ammunition Column (DAC) at Warfusee-Abancourt
on 16 August, one of 92 reinforcements received that day.

As the Australian Field Artillery batteries moved east behind the advancing infantry during
August, the 2" DAC reached Cappy by mid-September, after the successful capture of Mont
St Quentin and Peronne at the end of August.

Following the breach of the Hindenburg Line in late September, the 2" DAC moved to
Bellicourt on 4 October, where they established an ammunition dump and remained in
support of the field batteries even after the last of the Australian infantry had left the line.

An artillery ammunition dump on the Western Front

Gnr Hudson contracted dysentery and was evacuated ill on 15 October. He was initially
treated at the 25™ Stationary Hospital at Rouen from 17 — 25 October, then transferred to
England, where he was admitted to the Devonport Military Hospital between 26 October — 18
November.
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He was granted leave in England from 20 November — 4 December then embarked for return

to Australia on 21 December 1918.

Gunner 4114 Frederick William Hudson disembarked in Melbourne on 4 February, where he
was medically discharged from the AIF on 19 February 1919.

Name: Hudson, Frederick William

Service Number

4114

Date enlisted

12 February 1917

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

4™ Light Horse Regiment

Previous military service

70" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 1 year.

13™ Light Horse Regiment (SN 271) — AIF 8
months. Did not embark overseas, medically
discharged 1915.

Date and ship embarked for overseas

2 February 1918
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 5 months

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Wool classer

Religion

Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Hudson, Mr WH, father,
394 Ryrie Street, East Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

East Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 ' inches,
weight — 9 stone, 5 Ibs,
chest measurement — 32/36 inches
Final Rank Gunner
Final Unit 20 Divisional Ammunition Column
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |21 December 1918
HT Mamari

Date discharged

19 February 1919

Nature of discharge

Medically Unfit (dysentery)

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 17 March 1964.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll and
Yarra Street Methodist Church Honor Roll.
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Frank Bryant Jenman

Gunner (Gnr) 22939 Frank Bryant Jenman enlisted in the 8" Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in
the 3" Australian Division in Melbourne on 27 December 1915.

Allocated to the 108" Howitzer Battery, he embarked overseas on 20 May 1916 and
disembarked in Plymouth on 18 July.

The brigade embarked for France on 30 December and landed in France the next day, where
they travelled moved north to Strazeele and remained in the Messines sector for several
months

During 7 — 8 June 1917, the brigade provided fire support for the 3™ Division’s assault on
Messines Ridge, then left the line on 20 June.

In late July, they provided fire support for a New Zealand Division raid near Warneton on 28
— 29 July, then participated in the opening salvos of the Third Battle of Ypres from 31 July.

After a short rest during early September, the 8" FAB re-entered the line and provided a
creeping barrage for the 1% and 2™ Australian Division’s successful attack along Menin Road
on 20 — 21 September.

Heavy rain commenced on 4 October and quickly turned the ground to quagmire, which
made the movement of artillery very difficult. The brigade supported the ill-fated 3™ Division
assault on Passchendaele on 12 October, sustaining 54 casualties (10 killed) in doing so,
before they again left the line on 22 October.

At the conclusion of Third Ypres, the brigade remained in the Ypres and Messines sectors
until early 1918.

In late March 1918, the brigade moved south to the Somme in response to the German Spring
Offensive, where they took up defensive positions in support of the 3™ Division to the east of
the River Ancre, near Morlancourt.

In early June, the 8" FAB took over the firing line in front of Villers-Bretonneux, where they
remained until 11 July, after which Gnr Jenman was also granted leave in England from 16
July — 2 August 1918.

In early August, the 8" FAB moved their batteries to positions between Corbie and Hamel, in
readiness for the allies’ Amiens offensive from 8 August. The Australian and Canadian
offensive south of the river was a huge success, but north of the river the British attack
stalled. The brigade moved their guns forward to Morcourt but came under German enfilade
fire from the north and suffered ten casualties, with a similar number of horses lost.

By 21 August, the brigade had reached Etinehem, where they provided fire support for the 3™
Division’s capture of Bray sur Somme. The infantry’s advance continued at a pace never
previously experienced, and the 8" FAB was in Clery sur Somme by 1 September, then
placed in reserve between 7 — 16 September.
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108" Howitzer Battery in action at Bray sur Somme, 26 August 1918

They returned to the firing line and supported the 1% and 4™ Division’s attack on the
Hindenburg Outpost Line on 18 September, then from 29 September — 1 October they
supported the combined 27" American and 3™ Australian Division’s assault on the
Hindenburg Line itself.

The Australian infantry had left the front line by 6 October, but many of the artillery units
remained, and the 8" FAB supported American and British operations against Estrees on 9
October and then Ribeauville on 17 October.

During 21 — 24 October, the brigade supported three British Divisions in their successful
assault on le Cateau, following which they left the line for the last time.

Gnr Jenman left France on 13 April 1919 and landed in England the next day. After spending
a further two months at the Sutton Veny Camp, he embarked for Australia on 4 June.

Gunner 22939 Frank Bryant Jenman disembarked in Melbourne on 17 July, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 31 August 1919.
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Name: Jenman, Frank Bryant

Service Number

22939

Date enlisted

27 December 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

8™ Field Artillery Brigade

Previous military service

Senior Cadets (Geelong) — 2 years
56" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas |20 May 1916
HMAT A7 Medic

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years

Place of birth St Kilda, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation School teacher

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Button, Mrs Caroline, guardian,
91 Rowena Parade,
Richmond, Victoria

Permanent address

Richmond, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches, weight — 8 stone, 11 Ibs,
chest measurement — 31/33 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 8™ Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia |4 June 1919
HT Makia

Date discharged 31 August 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Died 1980




William Herbert Jones

Driver (Dvr) 1946 William Herbert Jones enlisted in the 2™ Field Company Engineers (2™
FCE) in the 2™ Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division at Geelong on 27 July 1915.

He embarked overseas on 14 October and was taken on strength of the unit in Egypt on 28
December.

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks,
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and
maintenance and water supply.

The unit departed Egypt on 23 March 1916 and disembarked in Marseilles on 30 March, then
entrained north to the Hazebrouck region for training.

In late July 1916 the company moved south and was involved in digging and repairing
communication trenches on the approach to Pozieres for several days and sustained 22
casualties (six killed).

On 24 December, the engineers were digging sump pits and clearing dugouts in the appalling
winter conditions near Flers, when Dvr Jones was hospitalised with abrasions to his feet, later
diagnosed as trench feet. He spent a week at Rouen and was then transferred to the 3™
Australian General Hospital at Brighton on 3 January 1917, where he spent two months.

After a period of leave in England from 13 — 30 March, Dvr Jones was transferred and taken
on strength of the newly formed 16" Field Company Engineers at Perham Downs on 2 April,
then back to the 2" FCE at Codford Camp six months later, on 10 October 1917.

He sailed for France again on 13 April 1918, where he eventually re-joined the unit near
Hazebrouck on 20 April.

On 21 July 1918, Dvr Jones fractured his fibula in an accident. He spent several days at the
2" Australian Casualty Clearing Station at Blendecques and then transferred to the 30™
General Military Hospital in Eastbourne on 31 July, where he spent almost two months.

After several months’ further convalescence in Weymouth, he embarked for Australia on 21
December 1918.

Driver 1946 William Herbert Jones disembarked in Melbourne on 4 February 1919, where he
was discharged from the AIF as medically unfit (due to his leg injury) on 29 March 1919.
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Name: Jones, William Herbert

Service Number

1946

Date enlisted

27 July 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Driver

Initial Unit

2" Field Company Engineers

Date and ship embarked for overseas

14 October 1915
HMAT A17 Port Lincoln

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 8 months

Place of birth

Bannockburn, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Articled engineer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Jones, Mrs Frances Ethel, mother,
Bannockburn, Victoria

Permanent address

Bannockburn, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 11 % inches,
weight — 10 stone, 14 Ibs,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Driver

Final Unit 2" Field Company Engineers

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

21 December 1918
HT Mamari

Date discharged 29 March 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (injuries)

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Bannockburn State School

Honor Roll, Anglican Parish of Inverleigh Roll of
Honor and the Moorabool Presbyterian Church
Honor Roll.
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Alfred Herbert Letts

Private (Pte) 421 Alfred Herbert Letts enlisted in the 21° Infantry Battalion in the 6" Infantry
Brigade of the 2™ Australian Division in Portland on 30 December 1914. He embarked
overseas on 10 May 1915 and disembarked in Egypt on 9 June. During training in Egypt, Pte
Letts complained of constant shortness of breath and, upon subsequent examination, was
found to suffer from myocarditis, resulting in an irregular heartbeat. Consequently, he was
deemed unfit for further military service and returned to Australia on 29 August.

Private 421 Alfred Herbert Letts disembarked in Melbourne on 1 October, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 1 February 1916.

Name: Letts, Alfred Herbert

Service Number

421

Date enlisted

30 December 1914

Place enlisted

Portland, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

21 Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

10 May 1915
HMAT A38 Ulysses

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 1 month (11 November 1895)

Place of birth

Heywood, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Grocer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Letts, Mr William, father, Heywood, Victoria

Permanent address

Heywood, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 %2 inches, weight — 9 stone, 10 lbs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 21 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

29 August 1915
HT Euripides

Date discharged 1 February 1916

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (myocarditis)

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Richard Letts.

Also remembered on the Heywood War Memorial
and St Johns Anglican Church Honor Roll
(Heywood).
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Richard Ladner Letts

Private (Pte) 777 Richard Ladner Letts enlisted in the 5" Infantry Battalion in the 2" Infantry
Brigade of the 1% Australian Division in South Melbourne on 21 August 1914.

He embarked overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Alexandria, Egypt on 1 December,
where the battalion boarded troop trains to Cairo and travelled by electric tram to the new
AIF camp, beneath the pyramids at Mena. There, they undertook all manner of physical
fitness and military training for the next few months.

On 5 April 1915, the 5™ Battalion embarked for the island of Lemnos, where they practiced
disembarking from the ship and climbing the local hills each day.

On the night of 24 April, the troopships departed Mudros Harbour and sailed for Gallipoli. At
5:30 am on 25 April, the battalion disembarked from their transports into smaller boats and
were towed toward the beaches.

The 5" Battalion landed as part of the second wave and found the beach crowded with troops
and wounded men. Between 25 — 29 April, the 5" Battalion sustained 660 casualties, one of
whom was Pte Letts, who sustained a gunshot wound to his right shoulder on the first day.

Owing to the general confusion on the beaches, the initial treatment of the wounded was quite
poor, but he was eventually evacuated to the 17" General Hospital at Alexandria on 30 April.

On 15 May, he was transferred to England via HMHS Nevasa, where he was admitted to
hospital in Birmingham in early June.

While his service record is unclear as to when he was discharged from hospital, he was
subsequently deemed unfit for further military service and embarked for return to Australia
on 8 October.

Private 777 Richard Ladner Letts disembarked in Melbourne on 19 November, where he was
medically discharged from the AIF on 31 December 1915.




Name: Letts, Richard Ladner

Service Number

777

Date enlisted

21 August 1914

Place enlisted

South Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

5% Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

70" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 1 year

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1914
HMAT A3 Orvieto

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 1 month

Place of birth

Heywood, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Agent

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Letts, Mrs Elizabeth, mother,
Heywood

via Portland, Victoria

Permanent address

Heywood, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, light brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 4 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 5 Ibs,
chest measurement — 32 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 5% Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

25 April 1915
Gallipoli, Turkey

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to right shoulder

Date and ship embarked for Australia

& October 1915
HT Suevic

Date discharged 31 December 1915

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Alfred Letts.

Also remembered on the Heywood War Memorial
and St Johns Anglican Church Honor Roll
(Heywood).
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Eric Gladstone Macdonald

Gunner 6776 Eric Gladstone Macdonald (pictured above in June 1940) enlisted in the 4™
Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 2™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 12 August 1915.
He embarked overseas on 18 November and disembarked in Egypt on 15 December.

He was taken on strength of the 4™ FAB at Tel el Kebir on 1 February 1916 and re-mustered
as a Driver (Dvr), which meant he drove a team of two horses.

The brigade left Egypt on 14 March and landed in Marseilles on 19 March, where they
headed north to le Havre to collect their field guns and other equipment. During May — June
they operated in the relatively quiet Armentieres and Messines sectors.

In July the brigade moved south to the Somme area, where they provided constant artillery
fire support for the multiple Australian attacks at Pozieres and Mouquet Farm between 23
July — 3 September 1916.

The brigade operated around Flers and Gueudecourt throughout the winter of 1916 — 17,
during which time Dvr Macdonald was hospitalised with influenza and bronchitis between 27
December — 7 January 1917, and then scabies from 1 — 13 February.

On 3 May the brigade supported the 2" Division’s assault on Bullecourt then moved north to
Belgium in July, after which Dvr Macdonald was granted leave in England from 13 — 25 July.

The brigade operated around Zillebeke and Zonnebeke for several weeks in September —
October 1917, including for the 1% and 2™ Division’s attack along the Menin Road on 20
September.
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While at rest in the Ypres and Messines sectors after the conclusion of Third Ypres, Dvr
Macdonald was promoted to Bombardier (Bdr) on 1 January 1918.

After news of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme filtered through in late March, the
4" FAB was sent south on 4 April and entered the line near Baizieux on 10 April. They
remained there for several months and supported the 6" Brigade’s capture of Ville sur Ancre
on 19 May, then provided fire support for the 15" Brigade’s successful feint from Ville sur
Ancre on 4 July, during the Battle of le Hamel further to the south.

On 8 August, the 4" FAB commenced firing at 4:18 am as the allies’ offensive from Amiens
got underway. The brigade advanced east and a fortnight later Bdr Macdonald was granted
leave in England from 23 August — 10 September.

-..h _. L
EOE145

4th Field Artillery Brigade men having lunch beside their camouflaged gun, in an open field, September 1918

He rejoined the brigade well forward of where he left it — as it had remained in close contact
with the infantry in pursuit of the retreating Germans — and they provided fire support for the
2" Division’s attack on Montbrehain on 5 October 1918, the AIF’s last action on the Western
Front. The 4" FAB then continued to support British and American troops until 19 October,
when they left the line for the last time.

Bdr Macdonald left France on 17 February 1919 and, after two months in England, embarked
for Australia on 27 April.

Bombardier 6776 Eric Gladstone Macdonald disembarked in Melbourne on 10 June, where
he was discharged from the AIF on 2 August 1919.
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Name: Macdonald, Eric Gladstone

Service Number

6776

Date enlisted

12 August 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

4" Field Artillery Brigade

Previous military service

62" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 1 year

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 November 1915
HMAT A18 Wiltshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years (28 July 1897)

Place of birth

Tallangatta, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Bank Clerk

Religion Baptist

Next of kin and address Macdonald, Mr Hugh, father,
Berkley Street,

Carlton, Victoria

Permanent address

Carlton, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 5 % inches, weight — 10 stone,
chest measurement — 34/35 inches

Final Rank Bombardier

Final Unit 4" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

27 April 1919
HT Runic

Date discharged 2 August 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes 2" ATF WW2 (SN WX5646).

Died 1 June 1961.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial and Aberdeen Street Baptist Church Roll
of Honor (Geelong).
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Sir Walter Ramsay McNicoll CB, CMG, DSO, CdeG, MiD

Walter Ramsay McNicoll was Commissioned as a Major in the AIF in Melbourne on 28
August 1914. Appointed to the position of Second in Command of the 7™ Infantry Battalion
in the 2™ Infantry Brigade of the Australian Division, he embarked overseas on 19 October.

The battalion disembarked in Alexandria, Egypt on 6 December, where they boarded troop
trains to Cairo and then travelled by electric tram to the AIF camp at Mena, beneath the
pyramids, where they undertook all manner of physical fitness and military training for the
next few months.

On 3 April 1915, Major McNicoll was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) and placed in
command of the 6™ Infantry Battalion, after its original commander had been invalided home.

The 6™ Battalion departed for Lemnos on 5 April 1915, where they practiced disembarking
from the troopships into smaller boats and climbing the local hills. On 25 April, they landed
at Gallipoli as part of the second wave of the assault, where Lt Col McNicoll and his
surviving men were instrumental in holding a crucial part of the line at Bolton’s Ridge, as the
6™ Battalion sustained around 250 casualties in that period.

On 29 April, after the lines had been consolidated, the 6™ Battalion was instructed to relieve
the 12" (Deal) Battalion of the Royal Naval Division. Whilst making a hand-over inspection
of the position that night, Lt Col McNicoll's dishevelled appearance unnerved several young
marines who opened fire. The shots missed him but killed their own commander, Lt Col
Richard Bentish, and one other.
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Pandemonium broke out as more men started firing. In all, three others were shot and Lt Col
McNicoll had to defend himself from being bayonetted on several occasions — suffering only
minor wounds to his hands — but his notebooks and revolver were removed, and he was
bound and blindfolded as a spy. He was only freed after the 6™ Battalion's adjutant recognised
him as he was being removed to the rear.

On 6 May 19135, the 2™ Brigade was moved 20 km south by boat to Cape Helles, where they
participated in a very poorly planned, British led attack on Krithia between 8§ — 11 May. The
6™ Battalion lost 215 men killed or missing and another 122 wounded on the first day, one of
whom was Lt Col McNicoll who sustained a gunshot wound to his abdomen on 8 May.
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The scene at Krithia after an attack by the 2" Infantry Brigade, 8 May 1915

He was eventually evacuated via hospital ship and admitted to the 17" General Hospital in
Alexandria between 17 May — 3 July, during which time he was also awarded the
Distinguished Service Order and Mentioned in Despatches (for his performance at Anzac
Cove) on 3 June 1915. The citation read:

“During the night of 25 — 26 April 1915, in operations near Gaba Tepe, for repeatedly
exhibiting great gallantry and skill in the command of his battalion.”

He left Egypt on 3 July and sailed via hospital ship to England, where he was admitted to the
3 London General Hospital on 14 July. The bullet was finally removed on 13 August, and he
was invalided home to Australia on 13 November, with his service file clearly stating that he
was “unfit for general service for six months”.

He arrived back in Melbourne on 24 December 1915.
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Nevertheless, when the 3 Australian Division was being formed in Australia in early 1916,
Lt Col McNicoll again answered the call and was promoted to Colonel and given command
of the 10™ Infantry Brigade on 10 February 1916, then further promoted to Brigadier General
(Brig Gen) on 10 May.

The brigade embarked overseas on 27 May and disembarked at Devonport on 18 July, where
they trained in Wiltshire for several months. The 3™ Division, including the 10" Brigade,
departed England on 22 November and landed in France the next day, where they relieved a
New Zealand brigade in the Armentieres sector, then remained in the area and conducted
several large trench raids in the ensuing months.

The 3™ Division moved into Belgium in early June 1917 in preparation for a major attack on
Messines Ridge. At the appointed hour on 7 June, 19 mines were detonated, and 450,000 kg
of high explosives obliterated the German trenches on the ridge. New Zealand troops quickly
captured the position with the British and Australians (3 Division) on the flanks. An
estimated 10,000 German defenders were killed in the explosions, and another 7,000
captured. Despite almost total success, overall Australian casualties still amounted to around
6,800.

In early October, the 3™ Division moved further into Belgium to participate in the Third
Battle of Ypres. During 4 — 5 October, they and the 1% and 2™ Divisions attacked and captured
Broodseinde Ridge. The 10" Brigade captured around 600 German prisoners and 36 machine
guns, for the loss of 914 casualties (197 killed or missing) of their own.

No Man's Land at Broodseinde Ridge, looking towards the German lines, October 1917
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Heavy rain commenced after the battle and the ground quickly became a quagmire, but the
next assault, an attack on the village of Passchendaele scheduled for 12 October, nevertheless
went ahead. The attack was a disaster, and the men became bogged down by both German
pillboxes and the heavy mud which made all movement extremely difficult. The attack was
called off that night, and the 10" Brigade withdrew to their original positions, having lost a
further 1,068 casualties (288 killed or missing) for nothing.

For his services throughout 1917, Brig Gen McNicoll was Mentioned in Despatches and
awarded the Order of St Michael & St George (OMG) on 1 January 1918.

The five Australian divisions remained in the Ypres and Messines area for several months
after the end of Third Ypres, and Brig Gen McNicoll enjoyed leave in England between 15
February — 16 March.

In late March 1918, when news of the German offensive on the Somme filtered through, the
3" Division was rushed south to help stem it. After a hard, five-day journey, the 10" Brigade,
in conjunction with the 11" Brigade, manned the new front line along the Morlancourt Ridge
between the Ancre and Somme Rivers from 27 March.

The 10™ Brigade played an active part in the allied offensive from Amiens that began on 8
August 1918, including the capture of villages such as Proyart, Bray, Vaux and Clery, which
helped open the way to Mont St Quentin and Peronne, after which Brig Gen McNicoll took
leave in England from 2 — 19 September.

By mid-September the Australian divisions were heavily depleted from almost constant
action since 8 August. As a result, the 3™ Division, including the 10™ Brigade, was given the
assistance of the fresh, but inexperienced, 27" American Division for the assault on the
Hindenburg Line at Bellicourt scheduled for 29 September. The attack went ahead as planned
but faltered as the 3™ Division quickly realised it had to take the Americans’ objectives as
well as their own. The fighting lasted several days and eventually succeeded on 2 October,
after which the 10" Brigade left the line for the final time.

On 19 December, Brig Gen McNicoll was appointed Inspector General of Education Services
for the AIF, overseeing the administration of educational schemes and non-military
employment of the soldiers while they awaited demobilisation, which involved regular travel
between England and France.

For his services during 1918, Brig Gen McNicoll was awarded the Belgian Croix de Guerre
and the Companion of the Order of the Bath on 1 January 1919.

He enjoyed a final period of leave in England from 28 August — 22 September, then embarked
for return to Australia on 28 September.

Brigadier General Sir Walter Ramsay McNicoll CB, CMG, DSO, CdeG, MiD disembarked in
Melbourne on 6 November, where his Appointment as a Commissioned Officer in the AIF
was terminated on 5 January 1920.
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Name: McNicoll, Sir Walter Ramsay

Date Commissioned

28 August 1914

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Major

Initial Unit

7" Infantry Battalion (2" in Command)

Previous military service

Citizen Military Force — 10 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

19 October 1914
HMAT A20 Hororata

Stated age/DOB (if known)

37 years, 2 months (27 May 1877)

Place of birth

South Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status

Married

Occupation

Headmaster — Geelong HS

Religion

Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

McNicoll, Mrs Hilda, wife,
Ryrie Street,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 % inches,
weight — 11 stone,
chest measurement — 34/38 inches
Final Rank Brigadier General
Final Unit 10" Infantry Brigade (Commanding Officer)

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

8 May 1915 — Krithia, Gallipoli, Turkey

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to abdomen

Date and ship embarked for Australia

28 September 1919
HT Osterley

Date discharged 5 January 1920

Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated

Honours/medals Distinguished Service Order, Croix de Guerre
(Belgium), Mention in Despatches (5), 1914-15
Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Companion of St Michael & St George. Companion

of the Order of the Bath.

Died 24 December 1947.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, State Teachers College Honor Roll
(Parkville), St Andrews Presbyterian Church Honor
Roll (Geelong) and Royal Geelong Yacht Club
Honor Roll.
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Robert Macdonald

Private (Pte) 4080 Robert Macdonald enlisted in the 29" Infantry Battalion in Melbourne on
1 August 1916. He embarked overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Devonport on 28
December, where he joined the 8" (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

At the completion of his training, he departed England on 22 May 1917 and landed in France
the next day. A few weeks later, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 46" Infantry
Battalion in the 12" Infantry Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division, in the field at La Creche,
on 16 June, one of 48 reinforcements received that day.

The 46™ Battalion was the 4™ Division reserve for the successful attack at Polygon Wood on
26 September, and they held the newly acquired front line near Zonnebeke until 28
September, although no German counter attacks ensued due to the effective artillery cover.

On 10 October the battalion moved back into the line near Zonnebeke, where it was also in
reserve for the failed attack on Passchendaele Ridge on 12 October 1917. They remained in
the line for several days following the battle and were finally relieved on the night of 15
October. Overall battalion casualties amounted to 13 men killed and 121 wounded, one of
whom was Pte Macdonald, who sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his head, chest and
right arm on 16 October.

He was evacuated to the 10" (British) Casualty Clearing Station at Lijssenthoek, where he
subsequently died of his wounds on 17 October 1917.

Private 4080 Robert Macdonald was buried in the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium
later the same day.
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Name: Macdonald, Robert

Service Number

4080

Date enlisted

1 August 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

29" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Cadets — 2 years, CMF — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1916
HMAT A16 Port Melbourne

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 1 month (30 June 1895)

Place of birth

Ballarat, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation School teacher (Sorrento SS)

Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address Macdonald, Mr Robert, father,
132 Yarra Street,

Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 ' inches,
weight — 9 stone, 3 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 46" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

16 October 1917
Zonnebeke, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wounds to head, chest and arm

Date and place died 17 October 1917
10" (British) Casualty Clearing Station,
Lijssenthoek, Belgium

Cemetery details Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium
Plot XXII, Row B, Grave 7A

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, St Andrews Presbyterian Church Honor
Roll (East Geelong), Sorrento & Portsea RSL Honor
Roll and the State Teachers College Honor Roll
(Parkville).
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Thomas Francis Maynard

Thomas Francis Maynard enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) in Melbourne on 1
March 1917 as a Paymaster’s Clerk and was initially stationed at the shore base, HMAS
Cerberus.

He sailed to England and served at the RAN’s London Depot between 4 April — 11 June, then
transferred to HMAS Sydney (at that stage assigned to the 2™ Light Cruiser Squadron at
Greenock) from 12 June 1917.

Sydney s duties for the remainder of the war involved regular patrols of the North Sea,
although the ship was also a participant in the British cruiser raid on the German held
Heligoland Bight in June 1918.

HMAS Sydney on patrol in the North Sea, January 1918

Sydney was present at the surrender of the German High Seas Fleet on 21 November 1918,
and she was assigned to escort the German cruiser SMS Emden 11 to the British naval base at
Scapa Flow in Scotland.

Thomas was promoted to Paymaster Sub-Lieutenant on 1 December 1919 and left the Sydney
on 14 February 1920.

He served on HMAS Geranium, a former RN minesweeper, from 15 February — 13 April and
returned to Australia in this ship after the war.

Paymaster Sub-Lieutenant Thomas Francis Maynard remained in the RAN post-war and
served right up to the Second World War.
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Post-Script: Paymaster Commander Thomas Francis Maynard was declared missing,
presumed lost at sea, on 20 November 1941 following the sinking of HMAS Sydney 11 by the
German raider Kormoran, off the Western Australian coast.

Name: Maynard, Thomas Francis

Date enlisted

1 March 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Paymaster’s Clerk

Initial Unit HMAS Cerberus
DOB 31 October 1899
Place of birth Lethbridge, Victoria
Marital status Single

Occupation Clerk

Religion Roman Catholic

Next of kin and address

Maynard, Mr Hugh, father,
Lethbridge, Victoria

Permanent address

Lethbridge, Victoria

Final Wartime Rank Paymaster Sub-Lieutenant
Final Wartime Unit HMAS Geranium
Theatres of war served in North Sea

Fate Returned to Australia

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Remained in RAN post-war, rising to rank of
Paymaster Commander.

Died at sea 20 November 1941 with the loss of
HMAS Sydney 11.

Also remembered on the Plymouth Naval Memorial
(UK), HMAS Sydney Memorials at Bradley’s Head
(NSW) and Geraldton (WA), Lethbridge & District
Roll of Honor and Lethbridge State School Honor
Board.
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David Andrew Morris

Private (Pte) 2688 David Andrew Morris enlisted in the 57" Infantry Battalion in the 15
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 2 August 1916. He embarked
overseas on 2 October and disembarked in Plymouth on 16 November, where he joined the
15" (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He left England on 30 December and landed in France the next day, where he spent the
period between 5 — 28 January 1917 in the 18" General Hospital at Etaples with mumps.

Discharged from hospital, he was taken on strength of the 57™ Battalion, in the field at
Delville Wood, on 9 February 1917, one of 24 reinforcements received that day.

During the Second Battle of Bullecourt, the 57 Battalion moved into the newly won front
line between 9 — 13 May to defend the gains made by the 2" Division, for the loss of 73
casualties, one of whom was Pte Morris who suffered shell shock on 12 May. He was
evacuated to the 5" Division Rest Station from 13 — 18 May, then rejoined the battalion.

He subsequently contracted influenza and returned to the rest station between 2 — 10 June,
after which he was transferred to the 1** Australian General Hospital at Rouen from 12 — 18
June.

He spent five weeks at the 11" Convalescent Depot at Buchy 20 June — 27 July and then three
months at the 5" Division Base Depot at le Havre, before rejoining the 57 Battalion, resting
at Reninghelst, on 28 October 1917.

The Australians remained in the Ypres area during the northern winter, and Pte Morris was
also granted leave in England from 24 January — 10 February 1918.

As news of the German offensive on the Somme filtered through from late March, the
Australian units in the north were put on alert and then rushed south to meet it. The 57%
Battalion arrived at Corbie on 30 March 1918 and established their defences. Although the
peak of the assault had passed, the overall situation remained very uncertain.

The Germans made one more concerted effort on 24 April when they captured Villers-
Bretonneux from the inexperienced British units that were defending it. The capture of the
village meant the Germans could now shell the crucial rail hub of Amiens.

The position needed to be rectified quickly and at 10:00 pm on 24 April 1918, the 13" and
15" Brigades (including the 57" Battalion) staged a stunning, night-time counterattack at
bayonet point and without artillery support. The Germans were stunned and, over the course
of the next two days, eventually routed, as the Australians re-captured Villers-Bretonneux.

Overall 57" Battalion casualties numbered 72 (12 killed) while German casualties were
significantly higher but, crucially, the German offensive on the Somme was now at an end.

The 57" Battalion was mainly in reserve for the allies’ Amiens offensive on 8 August and the
subsequent 15" Brigade assault on Peronne at the end of the same month.
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The battalion’s last major action, the joint Australian and American assault on the Hindenburg
Line, occurred between 29 September — 1 October 1918, when the 5" Division (including the

57% Battalion) passed through the American 30" Division and went on to capture Bellicourt
as planned.

They were relieved the next day and moved out of the line for a welcome respite, where Pte

Morris was subsequently promoted to Lance Corporal on 18 October, then Corporal (Cpl) on
18 November.

He was granted leave in England from 19 December — 10 January 1919 and, on his return to
France, was attached to the 5" Division School from 11 January — 20 April 1919.

Cpl Morris returned to England for the final time on 30 May and embarked for return to
Australia on 24 July.

Corporal 2688 David Andrew Morris disembarked in Melbourne on 27 September, where he
was discharged from the AIF on 11 November 1919.
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Name: Morris, David Andrew

Service Number

2688

Date enlisted

2 August 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

57™ Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Senior cadets — 1 year

Date and ship embarked for overseas

2 October 1916
HMAT A71 Nestor

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years

Place of birth

Numurkah, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Bank clerk
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Morris, Mr Andrew, father,
Numurkah, Victoria

Permanent address

Numurkah, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, dark brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 /% inches,
weight — 10 stone, 11 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/37 inches

Final Rank Corporal

Final Unit 57™ Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 12 May 1917
Bullecourt, France
Nature of wounds Shell shock
Date and ship embarked for Australia (24 July 1919
HT Bakara
Date discharged 11 November 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial, St Andrews Presbyterian Church Honor
Roll (Geelong) and the Dunbulbalane State School
Honour Roll.
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Ian Campbell Muir

Private (Pte) 2687 Ian Campbell Muir enlisted in the 57 Infantry Battalion in the 15
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 26 July 1916. He embarked
overseas on 2 October and disembarked in Plymouth on 16 November, where he joined the
15" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire.

He was hospitalised with a bout of mumps at the Fovant Military Hospital between 12 — 18
January 1917, then embarked for France on 10 April, where he was taken on strength of the
57" Battalion at Mametz on 20 April 1917.

During the Second Battle of Bullecourt, the 57™ Battalion moved into the newly won front
line between 9 — 13 May to defend the gains made by the 2™ Division, for the loss of 73
casualties.

On 17 September, the 57" Battalion moved into Belgium to participate in the 5" Division’s
assault on Polygon Wood set for 26 September 1917. While in reserve for the battle, the
battalion undertook carrying work under fire, and sustained 141 casualties (35 killed), then
remained in the Ypres area.

A month later, the battalion was manning the line in front of Broodseinde when Pte Muir
sustained a gunshot wound to his right knee on 25 October. Evacuated to the 3™ Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station at Lijssenthoek, he died of his wounds there the next day.

Private 2687 Ian Campbell Muir was later buried in the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery,
Belgium.

101



Name: Muir, lan Campbell

Service Number

2687

Date enlisted

26 July 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

57™ Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Royal Australian Naval Cadets — 3 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

2 October 1916
HMAT A71 Nestor

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 3 months

Place of birth

Dimboola, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Bank Clerk
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Muir, Mr Robert, father,
167 McKillop Street,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Tungamah, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 ' inches,
weight — 9 stone, 12 1bs,
chest measurement — 32/37 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 57" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

25 October 1917
east of Ypres, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to right knee

Date and place died 26 October 1917
3 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station,
Lijssenthoek, Belgium

Cemetery details Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium
Plot XXII, Row F, Grave 3

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Brother of William Muir.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial and Tungamah War Memorial.
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William Muir

Gunner (Gnr) 38084 William Muir enlisted in the Field Artillery Brigade Reinforcements in
Melbourne on 14 May 1917.

He embarked overseas on 9 November and disembarked in Southampton — after two short
layovers at Suez and Taranto — on 5 January 1918, where he joined the Reserve Brigade
Australian Artillery at Heytesbury later the same day.

He contracted measles and was admitted to the Sutton Veny Military Hospital between 28
February — 19 March, then returned to Heytesbury Camp.

Gnr Muir left England on 7 August and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 5" Divisional Ammunition Column (DAC) near Estrees on 30 August 1918.

By that stage of the war the allies had already broken the German lines and were in the
process of pursuing them eastwards. The field artillery had to keep in touch with, and protect,
the advancing infantry units, and the ammunition columns had to constantly source new
dumps and keep up the supply of artillery shells.

In mid-September 1918 the 5" DAC came under the command of the 46™ British (North
Midland) Division, which famously crossed the Hindenburg Line at the St Quentin Canal on
29 September, while the Australians and Americans were fighting just to the north.

While the AIF infantry units had fought their last battles on the Western Front by 5 October,
many artillery units continued to operate under British Army control right up until the
Armistice. The 5" DAC established and supplied forward ammunition dumps near Busigny
between 14 — 18 October and were finally withdrawn from the line a few days later.

This coincided with Gnr Muir’s transfer to the 14" Field Artillery Brigade, which was also
part of the 5™ Australian Division, on 22 October 1918. They too had just left the line for the
last time.

After the war ended, Gnr Muir was detached to the Australian Corps School at Aveluy
between 6 January — 8§ May 1919, probably in a clerical or administrative role given his pre-
war occupation. He left France on 13 May and embarked for return to Australia on 23 July.

Gunner 38084 William Muir disembarked in Melbourne on 11 October, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 6 December 1919.
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Name: Muir, William

Service Number

38084

Date enlisted

14 May 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Gunner

Initial Unit

Field Artillery Brigade Reinforcements

Previous military service

47" Infantry Battalion, CMF

Date and ship embarked for overseas

9 November 1917
HMAT A15 Port Sydney

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 9 months (30 August 1896)

Place of birth

Warracknabeal, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Muir, Mr Robert, father,
McKillop Street,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

8 Baxter Street,
Toorak, Victoria

Appearance Sallow complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 inches,
weight — 12 stone, 2 Ibs,
chest measurement — 38/40 inches

Final Rank Gunner

Final Unit 14" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in France

Fate Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

23 July 1919
HT Main

Date discharged 6 December 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Ian Muir (SN 2687).

Home Service WW2 (SN W16092).

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial.
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Patrick Francis O’Collins

Private (Pte) 3130 Patrick Francis O’Collins enlisted in the AIF in Geelong on 13 May 1916.

He was sent to the Non-Commissioned Officer’s School in Geelong from 28 June — 29 July
and was promoted to Temporary Sergeant (T/Sgt) on 25 August 1916.

Shortly after that, on 28 August, he was sent to the Officer’s Training School at Duntroon
Military College in NSW, which he passed with a “Good” rating on 26 October 1916.

T/Sgt O’Collins was transferred to the 38" Infantry Battalion in the 10" Infantry Brigade of
the 3™ Australian Division on 1 February 1917 and he embarked overseas on 19 February.

Upon arrival in England on 26 April, he joined the 10" (Brigade) Training Battalion at
Durrington Camp and reverted to his original rank of Private.

He departed England on 2 July and landed in France the next day. He travelled north and was
taken on strength of the 38" Battalion at Messines on 13 July, then promoted to Sergeant on
29 July.

On 23 August, he was transferred to the 6™ Officer’s Cadet Battalion in England. He left
France the next day and commenced officer training at Oxford on 7 September 1917.

He graduated with the rank of Second Licutenant (2™ Lt) on 19 December and returned to
France on 7 January 1918, where he rejoined the 38" Battalion at Poperinghe on 11 January.
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2" Lt O’Collins was granted leave in Paris from 6 — 13 March. Following news of a German
breakthrough on the Somme, the 38™ Battalion was rushed south on 24 March and moved
into Marrett Wood near Morlancourt, at the junction of two exhausted British armies.

On 28 March about 100 Germans attacked the battalion in the wood but were repulsed with
heavy casualties. On 9 April, the battalion was in the line near Buire sur Ancre where,
according to the battalion unit diary, the German artillery fire was particularly heavy, but the
main German assault had run its course.

r X ¢ ]
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View from the wood to the hill in front of Morlancourt. It was over this area, at the end of March and beginning
of April 1918, that the troops of the 3rd Division operated against the advancing German forces.

He was promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 14 May 1918 and returned to England on 30 June as
he had been offered a commission in the British Indian Army, which he accepted.

Lieutenant Patrick Francis O’Collin’s Appointment as Commissioned Officer in the AIF was
therefore terminated in London on 28 July 1918




Name: O’Collins, Patrick Francis

Service Number 3130

Date enlisted 13 May 1916

Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 38" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |19 February 1917
HMAT A70 Ballarat

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 7 months (28 October 1893)

Place of birth

Port Melbourne, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation School teacher (Geelong HS)
Religion Roman Catholic

Next of kin and address

O’Collins, Mr Patrick, father,
40 Beaconsfield Parade,
Albert Park, Vic.

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 10 inches,
weight — 11 stone, 2 Ibs,
chest measurement — 38/42 inches
Final Rank Lieutenant
Final Unit 38" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Discharged from the AIF in England

Date discharged 28 July 1918
Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated.
(Granted a Commission in the British Indian Army).
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Served in India during the Punjab riots and the

Afghan fronter wars (April — September 1919).
Returned to Australia in November 1919.

Died 12 February 1961.

Also remembered on the State Teachers College
Honor Roll (Parkville).
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William Palmer Page

Sapper 5846 William Palmer Page enlisted in the 3™ Light Horse Brigade Signal Troop in
Geelong on 1 November 1915. He embarked overseas on 28 November and disembarked in
Egypt in late December, where he was taken on strength of the 3™ Signal Troop on 16 January
1916.

On 18 April, he was transferred to the Engineers Training Depot (Signals Section) at Tel el
Kebir then embarked for England on 28 May.

He sailed for France on 6 August and joined the 1% Division Base Depot at Etaples, where he
was allocated to the 1 Divisional Signals Company, but doesn’t appear to have ever joined
this unit, and he returned to England on 18 October. Arriving two days later, he joined the
Artillery Training Depot at Lark Hill Camp on 26 November 1916, probably for signals
training in an artillery context — such as ground to air and between artillery and infantry.

After almost three months at Lark Hill, he was re-mustered as a Gunner (Gnr) and returned to
France on 15 March 1917, where he was taken on strength of the 3™ Field Artillery Brigade
(FAB), notionally in the 1% Australian Division, but essentially a separate, British Army
controlled brigade, at Villers au Flos on 10 April.

The 3 FAB provided indirect artillery support during the Second Battle of Bullecourt in
early May 1917, then moved north to Belgium in June, where they operated in the Ploegsteert
and Messines sectors.

ALETREALIAH WAR MEMOSRIAL . ECOE00

Australian Field Artillery in action at Noreuil Valley, during the fight for Bullecourt, May 1917.
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During July the brigade was placed under the command of the 168™ Royal Field Artillery
Brigade and moved to the Belgian coastal town of Nieupoort, where they operated in support
of British and Belgian troops for the whole of July and August.

In early September they moved to the Ypres sector and provided fire support for the
Australian assault along the Menin Road on 20 — 21 September 1917, then left the line for a
rest, where Gnr Page was also granted leave in England between 11 — 24 October.

The 3 FAB moved to the Somme region during May, where they supported the 6™ Brigade’s
capture of Ville sur Ancre on 19 May, then provided fire support for an action by the 8" and
14" Brigades east of Morlancourt on 28 — 29 July.

The Amiens offensive of 8 August, which began with a massive artillery bombardment and
involved all field artillery brigades, was a huge success. As the infantry moved eastwards in
pursuit of the Germans, the field artillery followed in support.

The brigade saw further action at Harbonnieres and Lihons on 10 — 11 August, Chuignes on
23 August, Mont St Quentin on 2 September and the Hindenburg Outpost Line on 18
September, during which time Gnr Page was also promoted to Bombardier (Bdr) on 4
September 1918.

The 3 FAB also supported the 27" American Division and 3™ Australian Division during
their combined assault on the Hindenburg Line between 29 September — 2 October, after
which they left the line for the final time on 5 October, and Bdr Page was granted a furlough
in England from 23 October — 10 November.

On 22 January 1919, he was evacuated injured with a fractured left fibula. Initially treated in
France, he was transferred to England on 2 February and admitted to the Endell Street
Military Hospital in London between 2 February — 10 March.

After his recovery, Bdr Page never returned to France and was instead granted special leave,
with full pay, to attend the School of Architecture at Liverpool University between 7 April — 6
August 1919, after which he was granted leave until 21 August, then embarked for return to
Australia on 6 September.

Bombardier 5846 William Palmer Page disembarked in Melbourne on 20 October, where he
was discharged from the AIF on 12 December 1919.




Name: Page, William Palmer

Service Number

5846

Date enlisted

1 November 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Sapper

Initial Unit

3 Light Horse Brigade Signal Troop

Previous military service

Naval Reserve — Serving

Date and ship embarked for overseas

28 November 1915
HMAT A32 Themistocles

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 6 months

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Architect
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Page, Mr Harry, father,
19 Fenwick Street,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 4 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 7 lbs,
chest measurement — 36 inches

Final Rank Bombardier

Final Unit 3" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

6 September 1919
HT Euripides

Date discharged 12 December 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial.
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John Clifford (Cliff) Peel

ALETRAL LK ViR MERMOR AL CACE100E

John Clifford (Cliff) Peel was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant (2" Lt) in the Australian
Flying Corps (AFC) in Melbourne on 16 October 1917.

He then spent several weeks at the AFC’s Central Flying School at Point Cook, where he
trained to fly in an antiquated Maurice Farman Shorthorn.

He departed Australia on 21 November 1917 and disembarked at the Suez Canal, Egypt on 15
December, where he also met with his younger brother, George Laurie Peel DCM, a Corporal
in the 3" Light Horse Field Ambulance, for what would be the last time.

On 8 January 1918, 2™ Lt Peel embarked for England, via Taranto, Italy, and disembarked at
Southampton on 24 January. On 1 March 1918, he was sent to the No. 1 Royal Flying Corps
(RFC) School of Aeronautics at Reading for two months. From there he was posted to 7
Training Squadron, AFC at Leighterton, and graduated as a Flying Officer Pilot on 25 June.

After three weeks further training at the Artillery & Infantry Co-operation School at
Winchester, 2™ Lt Peel embarked for France and on 2 September 1918 was taken on strength
of No. 3 Squadron, AFC, then stationed at Villers-Bocage, north of Amiens.

No. 3 Squadron flew aerial photographic and reconnaissance missions and artillery spotting
in support of the ground forces. The aircraft flown was the Royal Aircraft Factory RES, a
slow, cumbersome, two-seater aircraft not designed for aerial combat, and they were typically
escorted by fighter aircraft on such missions.
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The tasks they performed were vital as the infantry and artillery relied heavily on the
provision of accurate information at all times.

On 19 September 1918, 2" Lt Peel and his observer, Lt John Patrick Jeffers, together with
their escorts and another RE8 for support, were ordered to photograph the Hindenburg Line,
along the heavily fortified St Quentin Canal from Bellenglise to Bellicourt.

ALSTEALIAN WAR MEMORIAL . PO1431.003

Photo taken by No. 3 Squadron, AFC of the entrance to the St Quentin Tunnel, September 1918

The weather in the days leading up to the mission had been stormy and the air was heavy
with cloud when the Australians took off.

They all reached the target area without incident however 2™ Lt Peel’s aircraft soon became
separated from the others in heavy cloud and was never seen again.

He was subsequently reported as missing, later confirmed killed in action, on 19 September
1918. His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Second Lieutenant John Clifford Peel is remembered on the Arras Flying Services Memorial,
Arras, France.
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Name: Peel, John Clifford (Cliff)

Date enlisted

16 October 1917

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Second Lieutenant

Initial Unit

Australian Flying Corps
(Special Draft 1)

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 November 1917
HMAT A71 Nestor

Previous military service or
enlistment attempts?

Melbourne University Rifles,
CMF (Victorian Rifles) 4 years

Stated age/DOB (if known)

23 years, 6 months (17/4/1894)

Place of birth

Inverleigh, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Medical student
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Peel, Charles Herbert, father,
“Tower Hill”,
Inverleigh
Permanent address “Tower Hill”,
Inverleigh
Appearance Height — 5 feet 6 inches,
weight — 10 stone,
chest measurement — 40 inches
Final Rank Second Lieutenant
Final Unit No. 3 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Italy, France

Fate Killed in action

Date and place died 19 September 1918 — France

Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Arras
Flying Services Memorial, Arras, France.

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Inverleigh & District

Honor Roll, Inverleigh Presbyterian Church Roll of
Honor, Inverleigh State School Honor Roll,
Inverleigh Independent Order of Rechabites Honor
Roll, Inverleigh War Memorial and the No. 3
Squadron Roll of Honor (Brisbane).
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George Rennie Phillips
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Private (Pte) 2471 George Rennie Phillips enlisted in the 57" Infantry Battalion in the 15%
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 18 September 1915.

He embarked overseas on 25 September 1916, during which time he was promoted to
Company Sergeant Major for the voyage, and disembarked in Plymouth on 18 November.
Reverting to his original rank of Private, he joined the 15" (Brigade) Training Battalion at its
Wiltshire camp three days later.

He was admitted to the Fargo Military Hospital on 20 December with an undiagnosed illness.
A month later, he contracted pneumonia and was transferred to the Fovant Military Hospital,
where he was admitted between 21 January — 28 April 1917, when he returned to the training
battalion.

Now fully recovered, Pte Phillips left England on 14 June and landed in France the next day,
where he was taken on strength of the 57 Battalion, resting at Contay, on 3 July 1917.

On 17 September, the 57" Battalion moved into Belgium to participate in the 5" Division’s
assault on Polygon Wood set for 26 September. While in reserve for the actual battle, the
battalion undertook carrying work under fire and lost 35 men killed and 106 wounded, one of
whom was Pte Phillips who sustained a minor shrapnel wound to his cheek on 26 September.

He was evacuated to the 14" Stationary Hospital in Boulogne the next day, then transferred to
the 1% Convalescent Depot in the same town from 28 September — 5 October, before rejoining
the 57" Battalion at Anzac Ridge, east of Ypres, on 15 October.
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Due to his fluency in the French language (he had previously acted as 57™ Battalion
interpreter) Pte Phillips was detached for duty with the Assistant Provost Marshall at the
Australian Corps Headquarters at Fletre on 21 January 1918, with which he served for the
next seven months. Following the move of the bulk of the Australian Corps to the Somme
during late March and early April, the headquarters unit moved from Fletre to Villers-Bocage
during April 1918.

Pte Phillips enjoyed leave in Paris during July and his attachment to the Australian Corps
Headquarters ended on 25 August, when he rejoined the 57 Battalion at Vaire-sous-Corbie.

Later that month, the battalion was in reserve for the 15" Brigade’s assault on Peronne, and
their last major action, the joint Australian and American assault on the Hindenburg Line,
occurred between 29 September — 1 October 1918, when the 5 Division (including the 57®
Battalion) passed through the American 30™ Division and went on to capture Bellicourt as
planned.

Breaking the Hindenburg Line by Frank Schoonover

They moved out of the line for the last time the following day, and Pte Phillips was granted
leave in England from 2 — 25 October. On his return, he was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on
24 January 1919.

He sailed for England on 24 April and was scheduled to embark for Australia, when he was
released from the AIF (on full pay) to return to France and study French at Motte’s Academie
de Francais at Tregastel from 27 May — 27 August, after which he studied phonetics at the
Sorbonne, Paris University until 31 December 1919. He returned to England on 2 January
1920 and eventually embarked for return to Australia on 22 January.

Corporal 2471 George Rennie Phillips disembarked in Melbourne on 9 March, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 1 June 1920.
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Name: Phillips, George Rennie

Service Number

2471

Date enlisted

18 September 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

57" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Army School of Instruction — serving

Date and ship embarked for overseas

25 September 1916
HMAT A9 Shropshire

Stated age/DOB (if known)

25 years, 10 months (4 February 1890)

Place of birth

Coghill’s Creek, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

School teacher

Religion

Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Lockwood, Mrs Georgina, mother,
“Kapunda”,

140 Little Ryrie Street,

Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, blue/grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 7 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Corporal

Final Unit 57" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

26 September 1917
Polygon Wood, Belgium

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to cheek

Date and ship embarked for Australia

22 January 1920
HT Frederichsruh

Date discharged

1 June 1920

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Also remembered on the State Teachers College
Honor Roll (Parkville) and the Clunes State School
Roll of Honor.
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Allan Mason Prime

Private (Pte) 1720 Allan Mason Prime enlisted in the 24™ Infantry Battalion in the 6™ Infantry
Brigade of the 2™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 24 May 1915. He embarked overseas
on 16 July and disembarked in Egypt in mid-August. A few weeks later, he left Egypt and
landed at Gallipoli, where he was taken on strength of the 24™ Battalion on 29 September.

The 24" Battalion alternated in and out of the trenches at Lone Pine with the 23" Battalion
until their evacuation in late December. During one of these rotations, on 29 November, a
Turkish artillery bombardment fell directly on the 24" Battalion positions, wounding 31 men
and killing 28 others. After the evacuation, the men enjoyed a short spell on Lemnos, then
returned to Egypt on 10 January 1916.

The 24™ Battalion departed Egypt on 20 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 27 March,
where they entrained north to Rebecq. They entered the front line for the first time at
Fleurbaix from 15 — 21 April, the first of several short stints there over the next few weeks,
including a large trench raid on the night of 29 — 30 June.

The 2 Division moved south and took over the Australian attack on Pozieres on 28 July, and
the 24™ Battalion, although not directly involved in the failed attacks of 29 — 30 July,
nevertheless lost 43 men killed and 156 wounded.

Less than a week later, on 4 — 5 August, the 24" Battalion was directly involved in the next
attack at Pozieres, which succeeded in pushing the line forward. They fought off several
German counter attacks before being relieved, for the loss of another 248 casualties.

On 12 December 1916, Pte Prime was re-mustered as a Driver (Dvr) and taken on strength of
the 14™ Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 5™ Australian Division. Being a Driver meant he
drove a team of two horses, as field artillery remained horse driven throughout the war.

The 14™ FAB spent Christmas 1916 at the rest area of Naours, just north of Amiens, and
moved back into the front line near Gueudecourt in early March 1917.

As the infantry followed the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line, the 14" FAB
supported a 58" Battalion action near Morchies on 24 March and the 2™ Division’s efforts
against Lagnicourt the next day. The brigade then participated in the 2™ Division’s assault on
Bullecourt on 3 May 1917, when they maintained a continuous 10-hour protective barrage.

Dvr Prime was granted leave in France between 3 — 17 July, after which the brigade travelled
to Ypres in Belgium, where they came under the command of the 15" (Scottish) Division and
supported British operations between July — September 1917.

The brigade retired south to Etaples for a spell in December 1917 and remained there
throughout January 1918, before returning to Belgium, where they took over the firing line at
Messines from early February.
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Australian Field Artillery in France 1917. Horse Drivers are manoeuvring their limber into position.

Dvr Prime was granted further leave in France from 13 March — 6 April and he rejoined the
brigade at Corbie, on the Somme, where they had established their field batteries in support
of the 5™ Division infantry already in the area. On 24 April, a heavy German bombardment
on their positions resulted in 54 brigade casualties, plus 83 horses and mules killed and
another 54 wounded.

At the conclusion of the German offensive in late April, the 14™ FAB continued to operate in
the Corbie area throughout May — June and then supported the successful Australian and
American attack on Le Hamel on 4 July.

Dvr Prime spent two weeks at the 4™ (British) Army Rest Area from 26 July — 11 August,
then rejoined the 14" FAB as they closely followed the advancing infantry east of Amiens.

On 6 September the brigade passed through Peronne, then supported the 15 and 4™ Division’s
successful assault on the Hindenburg Outpost Line at Le Verguier on 18 September. A
fortnight later, from 29 September — 2 October, they provided fire support for the joint
Australian and American attack on the Hindenburg Line itself.

While the AIF infantry units had fought their last battles on the Western Front, the artillery
units continued to operate under British Army control right up until the Armistice.

The 14™ FAB directly supported an unsuccessful attack by the 30" American Division during
17 — 18 October. The Americans left the line the next day while the 14™ FAB provided fire
support for the 1% British Division during their attack at Le Cateau on 23 October, after which
the brigade left the front line for the last time.
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After the war ended, Dvr Prime left France on 17 January 1919 and landed in England the
next day. He subsequently embarked for return to Australia on 21 March.

Driver 1720 Allan Mason Prime disembarked in Melbourne on 7 May, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 29 June 1919.

Name: Prime, Allan Mason

Service Number

1720

Date enlisted

24 May 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

24" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Senior cadets — 2 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

16 July 1915
HMAT A64 Demosthenes

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 11 months

Place of birth

Murroon, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Civil Servant (Victorian Treasury Dept.)
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Prime, Mr Thomas, father,
Pennyroyal, Victoria

Permanent address

Melbourne, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 ' inches,
weight — 10 stone,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches
Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 14" Field Artillery Brigade

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

21 March 1919
HT Kildonian Castle

Date discharged

29 June 1919

Nature of discharge

Termination of Period of Enlistment

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Died 1 October 1966.

Also remembered on the Murroon State School
Honor Roll, Deans Marsh District Roll of Honor,
Pennyroyal State School & District Roll of Honor,
Parish of Christ Church Honor Roll (Geelong) and
the Victorian Treasury Department Honor Roll.
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Leslie Prime

Private (Pte) 55198 Leslie Prime enlisted in the 5" General (Victorian) Reinforcements in
Camperdown on 3 October 1917.

He embarked overseas on 5 June 1918 and disembarked in Liverpool on 11 August, where he
joined the 14™ (Brigade) Training Battalion at Codford Camp in Wiltshire.

He later contracted measles and was hospitalised at the Sutton Veny Military Hospital
between 5 — 26 October, after which he was transferred to Hurdcott Camp for further training.

On 6 December 1918, Pte Prime was taken on strength of Headquarters AIF Depots (UK),
possibly in a clerical role given his civilian employment as a schoolteacher.

He continued in this role until he embarked for return to Australia on 6 September 1919.

Private 55198 Leslie Prime disembarked in Melbourne on 20 October, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 23 November 1919.
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Name: Prime, Leslie

Service Number 55198
Date enlisted 3 October 1917
Place enlisted Camperdown, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 5" General (Victorian) Reinforcements
Date and ship embarked for overseas |5 June 1918
RMS Orontes
Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 9 months
Place of birth Murroon, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation School teacher
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Prime, Mrs Louisa, mother,
c¢/- Pennyroyal PO,
Victoria
Permanent address Pennyroyal, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,

height — 5 feet 6 % inches,
weight — 9 stone,
chest measurement — 37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit Headquarters AIF Depots (UK)
Theatres of war served in Nil
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |6 September 1919
HT Euripides
Date discharged 23 November 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Died 23 December 1965.

Also remembered on the Murroon State School
Honor Roll, Deans Marsh District Roll of Honor,
Pennyroyal State School & District Roll of Honor
and State Teachers College Honor Roll (Parkville).
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John Walter Charles Profitt

MLET AL maf VEVCRIAL

Private (Pte) 9028 John Walter Charles Profitt enlisted in the 6™ Field Ambulance (FA) in the
6™ Infantry Brigade of the 2" Australian Division in Melbourne on 9 July 1915.

He embarked overseas on 28 January 1916 and disembarked in Egypt on 29 February, where
he was taken on strength of the 6™ Field Ambulance at Moascar on 10 March. A field
ambulance company (at Brigade level) was responsible for the second line casualty
evacuations from the first line regimental aid posts (at Battalion level).

The unit departed Egypt on 19 March and landed at Marseilles on 27 March. They entrained
north to the Erquinghem area, where they operated throughout April — June.

The unit travelled south to the Somme from 13 July. As the 2™ Division entered the battlefield
at Pozieres on the night of 27 July, the 6" FA men took over the dressing station at
Vadencourt from the 1* Division, until they were in turn relieved on 6 August. The unit then
took over the operation of the Officer’s Hospital at Warloy, where Pte Profitt was also
promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 18 August.

The 6™ FA returned to the Somme in early November, where they established a collecting
point on the Contelmaison — Longueval Road for the wounded being evacuated from a 7
Brigade attack near Gueudecourt. It was while serving in this area that L Cpl Profitt sustained
a severe gunshot wound to his abdomen on 9 November.

He was initially evacuated to the 1t Anzac Corps Main Dressing Station and then the to 36"
(British) Casualty Clearing Station at Heilly, where he died of his wounds the following day,
10 November 1916.
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Lance Corporal 9028 John Walter Charles Profitt was buried in the Heilly Station Cemetery,

France later the same day.

Name: Profitt, John Walter Charles

Service Number

9028

Date enlisted

9 July 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

6™ Field Ambulance

Date and ship embarked for overseas

28 January 1916
HMAT A32 Themistocles

Stated age/DOB (if known)

21 years, 1 month

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation School teacher

Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address Profitt, Mr William, father,
Moolap,

via Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Moolap, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches,
weight — 10 stone, 6 1bs,
chest measurement — 32/34 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal

Final Unit 6™ Field Ambulance

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate

Died of wounds

Date and place wounded

9 November 1916
Gueudecourt, France

Nature of wounds

Gunshot wound to abdomen

Date and place died

10 November 1916
36" Casualty Clearing Station, Heilly, France

Cemetery details

Heilly Station Cemetery, Heilly, France.
Plot V, Row D, Grave 44

Honours/medals

British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, East Geelong State School Honor Roll,
East Geelong, St Albans & Moolap War Memorial,
Chilwell State School Honor Roll, Leopold &
District War Memorial, Moolap Honor Roll and
State Teachers College Honor Roll (Parkville).

123




William Ernest Sabeston

Private (Pte) 122 William Ernest Sabeston enlisted in the 6™ Infantry Battalion in the 2™
Infantry Brigade of the 1** Australian Division in Geelong on 2 March 1915. He embarked
overseas on 17 June and disembarked in Egypt in mid-July.

Within weeks he had embarked for Gallipoli, where he was taken on strength of the 6™
Battalion, in the line at Steele’s Post on 6 August. The following day, as part of the allies’
August Offensive to break the deadlock on Gallipoli, the 6" Battalion attacked the Turkish
trench opposite, known as German Officer’s Trench. The attacks failed, at a cost to the
battalion of 80 men killed or missing and 63 wounded, one of whom was Pte Sabeston who
sustained a fractured arm on 7 August 1915.

Initially evacuated to Lemnos and then to Egypt, he subsequently contracted gastritis and
remained in hospital until 9 October, after which he spent two months at a Convalescent
Home in Helouan.

On 1 December 1915, Pte Sabeston was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) and taken on strength of
the Australian Army Pay Corps (AAPC) in Cairo. He was hospitalised with appendicitis at
the 2" Stationary Hospital in Cairo from 15 February — 14 March 1916, then embarked for
England on 1 May. He disembarked on 8§ May and was taken in strength of the AAPC at AIF
Headquarters in London later the same day.

Still on strength of the AAPC, Cpl Sabeston was detached for duty with the 1% Australian
General Hospital at Harefield between 28 August — 21 January 1917 — during which he was
also treated for bronchitis from 26 September — 10 October.

After a further ten months in London, Cpl Sabeston was detached for duty with No. 4
Squadron, Australian Flying Corps, and promoted to Temprorary Pay Sergeant, at Castle
Bromwich on 17 November but, after a bout of tonsillitis at Southall Hospital from 24
November — 1 December, he instead returned to duty with the AAPC in London at the
permanent rank of Corporal, where he served for the remainder of the war.

In early 1919, he was detached for duty as Payroll Staff on board HT Derbyshire, which
embarked for Australia on 2 March 1919.

Corporal 122 William Ernest Sabeston disembarked in Melbourne on 22 April, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 21 June 1919.
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Name: Sabeston, William Ernest

Service Number

122

Date enlisted

2 March 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

6" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

17 June 1915
HMAT A62 Wandilla

Stated age/DOB (if known)

20 years, 7 months

Place of birth

Echuca, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Bank clerk
Religion Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Sabeston, Mr Robert, father,
13 Glenleith Avenue,
Drumcondra, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 3 inches,
weight — 8 stone, 10 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33 inches
Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit Australian Army Pay Corps

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

7 August 1915
German Officer’s Trench, Gallipoli

Nature of wounds

Fractured arm

Date and ship embarked for Australia

2 March 1919
HT Derbyshire

Date discharged 21 June 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial.
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Alfred David Spriggins MSM, MiD

Corporal (Cpl) 62 Alfred David Spriggins enlisted with the Headquarters of the 3™ Infantry
Brigade of the Australian Division in Morphettville on 3 September 1914. He embarked
overseas on 21 October and disembarked in Alexandria on 2 December, where he was
attached to the Divisional Train on 25 February 1915. In order to better manage the supply
lines, the bulk of the train remained in Egypt when the Anzacs went to Gallipoli.

In September, Cpl Spriggins was promoted to Staff Sergeant (S/Sgt) and transferred to the
Headquarters of the 2" Australian Division (Postal Services), then sailed for Gallipoli on 13

September. The 2" Division evacuated the peninsula in late December, and S/Sgt Spriggins
arrived back in Egypt on 4 January 1916.

With the reorganisation of the AIF in early 1916, he was taken on strength of the Australian
Army Postal Corps (AAPC) on 8 March and embarked for France on 16 March. He landed at
Marseilles on 21 March and was attached to the 1% Anzac Corps Headquarters on 26 May.

An efficient mail system was very important for the troops. Inward mail arrived at Liverpool
by ship, then was despatched by rail to the AIF Post Office in London. It was then sorted
alphabetically and redirected according to the information on each soldier's service card. It
was then sorted by specific AIF unit, taken to Folkstone by lorry and shipped to Boulogne,
France, where it was taken by rail to the field post offices established within each division. It

eventually reached the trenches via the ration parties. Outward mail was simply returned via
the same route back to Australia.

S/Sgt Spriggins remained in the Postal Corps for the duration of the war, and at various times
served in that capacity with each of the 1%, 2", 3 and 4" Division Headquarters and the
Australian Corps Headquarters throughout France and Belgium.

He was promoted to Warrant Officer Class I (WO I) on 16 November 1916 and awarded a

Mention in General Sir Douglas Haig’s Despatches (MiD) on 9 April 1917, for his “Excellent
supervision of Postal Services during X/Mas pressure”.

He was granted leave within France from 25 July — 5 August and then to Paris between 2 — 8

November 1917. He was also hospitalised at the 2™ Casualty Clearing Station at Trois Arbres
with adenitis between 17 February — 7 March 1918.
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On 18 June 1918, WO I Spriggins was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for his
ongoing devotion to duty then granted leave in England from 12 — 26 October 1918. He
embarked for return to Australia on 4 December.

Warrant Officer Class I Alfred David Spriggins MSM, MiD disembarked in Melbourne on 15
January, where he was discharged from the AIF on 12 May 1919.

Name: Spriggins, Alfred David

Service Number

62

Date enlisted

3 September 1914

Place enlisted

Morphettville, SA

Rank on enlistment

Corporal

Initial Unit

3" Infantry Brigade Headquarters

Previous military service

Cadets — 3 years
Permanent Military Forces — 3 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

21 October 1914
HMAT A12 Saldanha

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 9 months (30 October 1891)

Place of birth

Belmont, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Professional soldier — Staff Clerk

Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address Spriggins, Mr J C, father,
Belmont,

Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Military Headquarters, Adelaide, SA

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 8 inches,
weight — 10 stone, 2 1bs,
chest measurement — 34 inches

Final Rank Warrant Officer Class I

Final Unit Australian Army Postal Corps

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium

Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia |4 December 1918
HT Somerset
Date discharged 12 May 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals Meritorious Service Medal, Mention in Despatches,
1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 30 August 1950.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial and the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of
Honor.
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Francis George Stephens

Private (Pte) 2528 Francis George Stephens enlisted in the 59 Infantry Battalion in the 15%
Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Queenscliff on 22 May 1916. He embarked
overseas on 25 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 11 November, where he joined
the 15" (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire.

He left England on 16 January 1917 and landed in France the next day, where he was taken
on strength of the 59" Battalion, in the field near Flers, on 22 January.

Following the German withdrawal to their new defences on the Hindenburg Line in late
March, the 59™ Battalion entered the line to defend newly captured territory near Bullecourt
between 10 — 13 May 1917, during which time they sustained 137 casualties, one of whom
was Pte Stephens who sustained a shrapnel wound to his left eye. He was treated at the 22
General Hospital at Camiers between 14 — 17 May and rejoined the battalion on 8 June.

The battalion spent several weeks resting in the Sercus area during August and September —
where Pte Stephens was also promoted to Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on 17 August — then
moved into Belgium in late September.

By 25 September the battalion had reached Westhoek Ridge where, at 5:50am on 26
September, they participated in the 4™ and 5" Division’s successful attack on Polygon Wood.
The 59 Battalion suffered 268 casualties in the attack, including 68 men killed or missing.
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Back in camp following the action, L/Cpl Stephens was further promoted to Corporal (Cpl)
on 7 October. Three days later the battalion was involved in salvage work in front of the
Ypres Canal when Cpl Stephens sustained a shrapnel wound to his left leg on 10 October.

He was evacuated to the 24™ General Hospital at Etaples from 11 — 15 October. After
spending several weeks at various convalescent depots, he rejoined the 59 Battalion, out of
the line and resting at Lindenhoek, on 26 November. He was then granted leave in England
from 31 January — 18 February 1918.

Following news of the German breakthrough on the Somme in late March, the battalion was
on the march from Meteren to Bailleul when a single German gas shell landed nearby and
wounded seven men, one of whom was Cpl Stephens who was gassed on 24 March. He was
admitted to the 7™ General Hospital at St Omer between 26 March — 9 April, then rejoined the
battalion, which had moved south and was fighting near Villers-Bretonneux, on 26 April.

On 4 July, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15" Brigade, including the 59"
Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. The battalion
achieved all their objectives for the loss of 65 casualties (16 killed).

Cpl Stephens was seconded for duty with the 4™ (British) Army Scouting Observation &
Sniping School from 13 July — 2 August, when he returned to the 59 Battalion.

During the allies’ August offensive from Amiens, the 5" Division (which included the 59
Battalion) “passed through” the 3™ Division and continued the advance for several
kilometres, capturing the villages of Harbonnieres and Vauvillers on 9 August, for the loss of
110 battalion casualties, one of whom was Cpl Stephens, who received shrapnel wounds to
his back and right thigh on 8 August.

He was initially evacuated to the 2" Canadian Stationary Hospital at Outreau on 10 August,
then transferred to England where he was admitted to the Edmonton Military Hospital from
12 — 28 August.

He was moved to the 3" Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford from 28 August — 30 September and
then transferred to the No. 2 Convalescent Depot at Weymouth, where he spent the remainder
of the war.

Corporal 2528 Francis George Stephens embarked for Australia on 8 November 1918 and
disembarked in Melbourne on 29 December, where he was medically discharged from the
AIF on 2 February 1919.




Name: Stephens, Francis George

Service Number 2528

Date enlisted 22 May 1916

Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria

Rank on enlistment Private

Initial Unit 59" Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas |25 September 1916
HMAT A9 Shropshire

Previous military service

Senior cadets and 69" Infantry Battalion, CMF

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 2 months (9/2/1897)

Place of birth

Point Lonsdale, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Student
Religion Methodist

Next of kin and address

Stephens, Mr George, father,
Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Permanent address

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 % inches, weight — 7 stone, 12 1bs,
chest measurement — 31/34 inches

Final Rank Corporal

Final Unit 59 Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and place wounded

13 May 1917 — Bullecourt, France

Nature of wounds

Shrapnel wound to left eye

Date and place wounded (2)

10 October 1917 — Ypres, Belgium

Nature of wounds (2)

Shrapnel wound to left leg

Date and place wounded (3)

24 March 1918 — near Bailleul, France

Nature of wounds (3)

Gassed

Date and place wounded (4)

8 August 1918 — Harbonnieres, France

Nature of wounds (4)

Shrapnel wound to back and right thigh

Date and ship embarked for Australia

& November 1918
HMHS Gaika

Date discharged 2 February 1919

Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial, Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor
and Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor Roll.
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Herbert Reginald (Reg) Sutterby

Private (Pte) 2739 Herbert Reginald (Reg) Sutterby enlisted in the 57" Infantry Battalion in
the 15™ Infantry Brigade of the 5™ Australian Division in Melbourne on 2 August 1916. He

embarked overseas on 2 October and disembarked in Plymouth on 16 November, where he

joined the 15™ (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He left England on 30 December and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on
strength of the 57 Battalion, in the field at Delville Wood, on 7 February 1917, one of 133
reinforcements received that day.

The battalion moved into the front line near Gueudecourt on 10 February where 123 troops
undertook a trench raid on the night of 14 February, which resulted in 26 enemy killed and
the loss of eight 57" Battalion men.

Pte Sutterby was evacuated to the 5" Division Rest Station with gastro enteritis from 13 — 19
March, then transferred to the 1% Australian General Hospital at Rouen on 23 March. After he
recovered, he remained in Rouen and was taken on strength of the hospital, where his brother
Thomas was also serving, on 14 April 1917.

Granted leave in France from 21 November — 9 December, he continued serving with the
hospital until 8 June 1918, when he was transferred to the Australian Infantry Base Depot at
le Havre, and he eventually rejoined the 57" Battalion at Buire on 13 July.

The battalion was held in reserve for the Amiens offensive on 8 August and the subsequent
15" Brigade assault on Peronne, as the Australians pursued the retreating Germans beyond
the Somme during September.

Pte Sutterby left the 57 Battalion on 26 September, suffering from an inflamed connective
tissue in his knee. He was evacuated to the 1% Australian General Hospital at Rouen, his old
unit, between 28 — 30 September, then transferred to England, where he was admitted to the
Bath War Hospital from 1 — 15 October.

Post discharge, he was granted furlough until 29 October, but he overstayed his leave by one
day, for which he was consequently docked four days’ pay. He embarked for return to
Australia on 21 December 1918 and served with the nursing staff during the voyage home.

Private 2739 Herbert Reginald (Reg) Sutterby disembarked in Melbourne on 4 February,
where he was discharged from the AIF on 14 March 1919.




Name: Sutterby, Herbert Reginald (Reg)

Service Number

2739

Date enlisted

2 August 1916

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

57™ Infantry Battalion

Date and ship embarked for overseas

2 October 1916
HMAT A71 Nestor

Stated age/DOB (if known)

19 years, 3 months (25 April 1899)

Place of birth

Moolap, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Wool classer
Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address

Sutterby, Mr Herbert, father,
“Roswirth”, Yarra Street,
South Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

South Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, hazel eyes,
height — 5 feet 9 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 12 1bs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 57" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

21 December 1918
HT Mamari

Date discharged 14 March 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Home service WW2 (SN VX112272).

Played 9 games for Geelong FC in VFL.
Brother of Thomas Eli Sutterby.
Died 17 September 1955.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, The Geelong College Roll of Honor,
Geelong FC Honor Roll, Leopold & District War
Memorial, Leopold State School Honor Roll,
Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll and Shenton

Methodist Church Honor Roll.
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Thomas Eli Sutterby

Private (Pte) 180 Thomas Eli Sutterby enlisted in the 1% Australian General Hospital (AGH)
reinforcements in Geelong on 20 April 1915. He embarked overseas on 18 May and
disembarked in Egypt in mid-June.

He left Egypt on 30 August and landed at Gallipoli on 5 September, where he was taken on
strength of the 1% Australian Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) at Anzac Cove on 9 September.
The sanitary conditions on Gallipoli were very poor and many of the men became ill,
including Pte Sutterby, who was evacuated with dysentery on 28 September.

I*" Australian CCS at Anzac Cove, Gallipoli

He was admitted to St George’s Hospital on Malta from 2 — 9 October, then transferred to
England and admitted to the 1% Southern General Hospital in Birmingham on 18 October.

He left England on 24 February 1916 and disembarked at Alexandria on 5 March, where he
was transferred and taken on strength of the 6™ Field Ambulance at Moascar on 10 March.

The 6™ Field Ambulance sailed for France on 19 March. They landed in Marseilles on 26
March and entrained north to Erquinghem, where they remained for several months, during
which time Pte Sutterby was also hospitalised with mumps between 15 — 24 May.

They moved south to the Somme from 13 July and, as the 2™ Division entered the battlefield
at Pozieres on the night of 27 July, took over the dressing station at Vadencourt from the 1%
Division, until they were in turn relieved on 6 August.
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Pte Sutterby injured his right ankle on 19 August and was evacuated to the 26™ General
Hospital at Etaples from 22 — 24 August, after which he was transferred and taken on strength
of the 1** Australian General Hospital at Rouen from 23 September 1916, where he served for
almost two years.

During his time there, he was absent without leave on 2 March 1917 (for which he was
awarded seven days confined to barracks), hospitalised with bronchitis between 31 March — 8
April, and with influenza from 21 May — 2 June 1917.

He was granted leave in England from 8 — 20 September, and then again in France between
24 February — 4 March 1918, after which he was transferred to the Australian Corps
Headquarters, where he joined the “Anzac Coves”, a popular troupe of Australian soldiers
who performed entertainment (songs, comedy, music) for the troops, on 6 August 1918.

ALETRALAN WARE MEMORIAL FO1535.001

The “Anzac Coves” entertainment troupe in France, April 1918

After the war ended, Pte Sutterby contracted influenza and was hospitalised in Paris from 24
December — 11 January 1919, then granted leave in England from 17 January.

While on leave he was instructed to remain in England, and he subsequently embarked for
return to Australia on 2 March.

Private 180 Thomas Eli Sutterby disembarked in Melbourne on 22 April, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 21 June 1919.
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Name: Sutterby, Thomas Eli

Service Number

180

Date enlisted

20 April 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

I** Australian General Hospital

Previous military service

10" Light Horse, CMF — 3 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

18 May 1915
RMS Mooltan

Stated age/DOB (if known)

22 years, 5 months (2 October 1892)

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation

Clerk (Geelong Waterworks & Sewerage Trust)

Religion

Church of England

Next of kin and address

Sutterby, Mr Herbert, father,
181 Ryrie Street,
Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, grey eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 8 Ibs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches
Final Rank Private
Final Unit Australian Corps Headquarters

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, Gallipoli, France

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

2 March 1919
HT Derbyshire

Date discharged 21 June 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Herbert Reginald Sutterby.

Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial, Leopold & District War Memorial,
Leopold State School Honor Roll, The Geelong
College Roll of Honor, Shenton Methodist Church
Honor Roll, Yarra Street Methodist Church Honor
Roll and Parish of Christ Church Honor Roll
(Geelong).
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Myles Henry Walter Synot

Private (Pte) 6063 Myles Henry Walter Synot enlisted in the 2™ Australian General Hospital
in Geelong on 22 April 1915. He embarked overseas on 15 September and disembarked in
Egypt in mid-October.

He was initially transferred for duty with the Australian & New Zealand Convalescent Depot
at Helouan from 14 December — 15 March 1916, then taken on strength of the 4™ Field
Ambulance in the 4™ Infantry Brigade of the newly formed 4" Australian Division at Tel el
Kebir on 18 March.

The unit left Egypt on 1 June and landed at Marseilles on 9 June, where they entrained for
Bailleul in the north. They moved south to the Somme during July and took over the Main
Dressing Station at Warloy from 30 July — 4 September, where they treated hundreds of
casualties from the fighting around Pozieres and Mouquet Farm.

Pte Synot later contracted influenza and was treated within his own unit from 22 — 25
September, and then again between 26 January — 3 February 1917, by which time they had
moved to Becordel.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in late February, the 4™ Field
Ambulance moved to the newly captured town of Bapaume in late March, where they
established the Main Dressing Station on 1 April.
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Two weeks later, they returned to Becordel and took over the operation of the Divisional Rest
Station, and its 472 existing patients, from 14 April — 13 May 1917.

British attention soon turned to Belgium and the 4™ Field Ambulance moved north in late
May, where they managed several Regimental Aid Posts on 10 — 11 June, in the aftermath of
the Battle of Messines.

In August, they supported British efforts during the early stages of the Battle of Third Ypres
and provided stretcher bearers in the Messines — Wytschaete area for several days.

The Australian infantry became involved in the battle from 20 September, and the 4" Field
Ambulance took over evacuations to the Birr Crossroads and Menin Road Advanced
Dressing Stations from 23 September, including the provision of stretcher bearers for the 4
Division during the assault on Polygon Wood on 26 September, one of whom was Pte Synot.

Stretcher bearers often came under direct enemy artillery fire while undertaking their vital
work, and it was while serving in this general vicinity, that Pte Synot was killed in action on
27 September 1917.

Private 6063 Myles Henry Walter Synot was buried in the Menin Road South Military
Cemetery, Belgium.
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Menin Road Military Cemetery Batesford Fyansford Church of England Honor Roll
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Name: Synot, Myles Henry Walter

Service Number

6063

Date enlisted

22 April 1915

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

2" Australian General Hospital

Previous military service

70" Infantry Battalion, CMF — 1 year

Date and ship embarked for overseas

15 September 1915
SS Makarini

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 6 months (5 October 1896)

Place of birth

Fyansford, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Gardener

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Synot, Mr Myles, father,
Fyansford

via Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Fyansford, Victoria

Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 ' inches,
weight — 9 stone, 7 lbs,
chest measurement — 34/36 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 4" Field Ambulance

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 27 September 1917
near Polygon Wood, Belgium
Cemetery details Menin Road South Military Cemetery,
Belgium.
Plot II, Row H, Grave 18
Honours/medals 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial and Batesford Fyansford Church of
England Honor Roll.
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James Robert Wakefield

Private (Pte) 5474 James Robert Wakefield enlisted in the 8" Infantry Battalion in the 2™
Infantry Brigade of the 1% Australian Division at Broadmeadows on 18 March 1916.

He embarked overseas on 4 April and disembarked in Plymouth, after a short layover in
Egypt, on 12 June, where he joined the 2" (Brigade) Training Battalion at the Perham Downs
Camp in Wiltshire.

He spent ten days in the camp hospital with influenza between 3 — 13 July, then embarked for
France on 29 August, where he was subsequently taken on strength of the 8" Battalion at
Ypres on 10 September 1916.

The battalion moved south to the Somme in November, where Pte Wakefield was treated for a
septic ankle at the 3™ Field Ambulance from 16 — 25 November. He was then transferred to
the 6™ General Hospital in Rouen between 25 November — 5 December and rejoined the 8™
Battalion on 29 December.

Following the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in late February 1917, the
battalion moved into the line on the right of Bullecourt between 7 — 9 May where, despite
being in a purely defensive role, they nevertheless sustained 110 casualties (seven killed).

As British attention turned to Belgium, the 8" Battalion moved north in September and
participated in the Battle on Menin Road on 20 — 21 September 1917, where they achieved all
their objectives and captured 300 German prisoners and 14 machine guns, for the loss of 229
casualties (29 killed or missing) of their own.

Two weeks later, they were back in action at Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, where they
again pushed the Germans back and successfully held the captured ground (including a
further 300 prisoners, four field guns and 11 machine guns) for the loss of 201 battalion
casualties, one of whom was Pte Wakefield who was killed in action on 4 October 1917.

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 5474 James Robert Wakefield is remembered on Panel 7 of the Ypres (Menin Gate)
Memorial, Belgium.




Name: Wakefield, James Robert

Service Number

5474

Date enlisted

18 March 1916

Place enlisted

Broadmeadows, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

8™ Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Naval cadets — 4 years

Date and ship embarked for overseas

4 April 1916
HMAT A14 Euripides

Stated age/DOB (if known)

18 years, 11 months

Place of birth

Geelong, Victoria

Marital status Single

Occupation Clerk

Religion Church of England

Next of kin and address Wakefield, Mr Ellen, mother,
14 Wellington Street,

Geelong West, Vic.

Permanent address

Geelong West, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes,
height — 5 feet 6 inches,
weight — 9 stone, 7 lbs,
chest measurement — 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 8™t Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

Egypt, France, Belgium

Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 4 October 1917
Broodseinde Ridge, Belgium
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 7 of the
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium.
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace

Memorial.
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Wilford Wheatland

-

Wilford Wheatland, pictured here in July 1942, enlisted in the Royal Australian Naval
Reserve, for home service, in Geelong sometime in 1917, and was discharged sometime in
1918. Unfortunately, no further details are available as his WW1 service record cannot be

located at this time.

Name: Wheatland, Wilford

Date enlisted

1917

Place enlisted

Geelong, Victoria

Initial Unit Royal Australian Naval Reserve
DOB 1 September 1898
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria

Marital status

Single

Occupation Wool classer

Religion Church of England

Permanent address Geelong, Victoria

Final Unit Royal Australian Naval Reserve

Theatres of war served in Nil

Date discharged 1918

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment

Notes Home Service WW2 (SN 256644) with RAAF at

Point Cook.
Also remembered on the Barwon Rowing Club
Honor Roll and Shire of South Barwon Honor Roll.
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Alexander John White

Alexander John White enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) in Melbourne on 1
December 1915 as a Paymaster’s Clerk and was initially stationed at the shore base, HMAS
Cerberus.

On 19 January 1916, he was transferred to HMAS Pioneer, an aging, former Royal Navy
cruiser built in 1900.

During World War 1, Pioneer captured two enemy merchant ships while involved in

the German East Africa Campaign, which also included the blockade of the German

cruiser SMS Kénigsberg in the Rufiji River and the bombardment of Dar-es-Salaam. Pioneer
eventually returned to Australia for decommissioning in November 1916.

i
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HMAS Pioneer off the coast of East Africa, May 1916

Paymaster’s Clerk White transferred to the new RAN cruiser, HMAS Brisbane on 31 October
1916. In December, she departed Sydney for service in the Mediterranean, arriving at Malta
on 4 February 1917 for equipment upgrades.

When completed, Brisbane was transferred to the Indian Ocean to join the hunt for the
German commerce raider SMS Wolf, which was known to be active in the area, then later
patrolled off the Western Australian coast and in the Western Pacific. She was enroute to
England when hostilities ended on 11 November.

Alexander left the Brisbane in England on 24 March 1919 and was later promoted to
Paymaster Lieutenant on 1 December 1919.

Paymaster Lieutenant Alexander John White remained in the RAN post-war. He served on
HMAS Adelaide and HMAS Shropshire during the Second World War and was discharged
from the RAN on 22 August 1946.
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Name: White, Alexander John

Date enlisted

1 December 1915

Place enlisted

Melbourne, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Paymaster’s Clerk

Initial Unit HMAS Cerberus
DOB 4 September 1897
Place of birth Boonah, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation School teacher (East Geelong SS)
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address White, Mr John, father,
448 Ryrie Street,

Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address

Geelong, Victoria

Final Wartime Rank

Paymaster Lieutenant

Final Wartime Unit

HMAS Brisbane

Theatres of war served in

German East Africa, Indian Ocean

Fate

Returned to Australia

Honours/medals

1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes

Remained in RAN post-war, rising to rank of
Paymaster Commander. Served on HMAS Adelaide
and HMAS Shropshire during WW2. Present in
Tokyo Bay for the signing of the Japanese surrender.
Also remembered on the Bambra Roll of Honor,
East Geelong State School Honor Roll and Parish of
Christ Church Honor Roll (Geelong).




Ivan Arthur Williams

AUSTRALAY WAR HLADRLEL DA

Private (Pte) 6118 Ivan Arthur Williams enlisted in the 14™ Infantry Battalion in the 4
Infantry Brigade of the 4™ Australian Division in Geelong on 27 March 1916.

He embarked overseas on 1 August and disembarked in Plymouth on 25 September, where he
joined the 4™ (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

144



He left England on 28 November and landed in France two days later, where he was taken on
strength of the 14™ Battalion at Bazentin Camp on 19 January 1917.

The battalion took over part of the front line near Gueudecourt on 24 January, and it was here
that Pte Williams was killed in action by German artillery fire on 29 January 1917.

He was originally buried near where he fell but his remains were later re-interred at Bulls
Road Cemetery, Flers, France.

Name: Williams, Ivan Arthur

Service Number 6118
Date enlisted 27 March 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 14™ Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas |1 August 1916
HMAT A28 Miltiades
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 3 months (25 November 1896)
Place of birth Bendigo, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk (Accountant)
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Williams, Mr Richard, father,

11 Villamanta Street,
Geelong West, Vic.

Permanent address Geelong West, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
height — 5 feet 2 inches,

weight — 7 stone, 10 lbs,

chest measurement — 33 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 14" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in France, Belgium

Fate Killed in action

Date and place died 29 January 1917
Gueudecourt, France

Cemetery details Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers, France Special
Memorial No. 2

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Geelong & District Peace
Memorial and Shenton Methodist Church Honor
Roll.
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David Ian Wilson
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Private (Pte) 3255 David Ian Wilson enlisted in the 38" Infantry Battalion in the 10" Infantry
Brigade of the 3™ Australian Division at Wycheproof on 2 June 1917.

He embarked overseas on 22 December and disembarked at Southampton — after short
layovers in Suez, Egypt and Taranto, Italy — on 14 February 1918, where he joined the 10™
(Brigade) Training Battalion at Sutton Mandeville.

He spent six weeks at the AIF School of Instruction at Tidworth between 25 March — 4 May,
then left England on 3 June. He landed in France two days later, where he was taken on
strength of the 38™ Battalion, in the field near Villers-Bretonneux, on 9 June 1918.

The 38™ Battalion was 10" Brigade reserve for the allies’ Amiens offensive on 8 August and
played no active part. They did however take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on 10
August, where 107 casualties were sustained (including 25 killed or missing).

The front line nevertheless kept moving forward and from 28 — 31 August 1918 the 38"
Battalion supported the 2™ Division’s left flank in an action near Clery-sur-Somme, about
4km north-west of Mont St Quentin, for the loss of another 150 casualties.

By late September the allies had reached the Hindenburg Line. The 3™ Division, which
included the (by now) heavily depleted 38™ Battalion, joined with the 5 Division and the
fresh, full strength 27™ and 30™ American Divisions for the assault.
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At 7:15 am on 29 September, the 38" Battalion commenced their part in the 3" Division’s
attack on the northern end of the St Quentin Canal tunnel, only to find that the inexperienced
American 27" Division — which had gone before them — had not properly cleared out all the
German dugouts and trenches.

As a result, when the Australians moved through what was supposed to be captured ground,
they were attacked from their rear and flanks by German machine gunners emerging from the
uncleared dugouts.

Bitter, hand-to-hand fighting continued in this sector for several days and resulted in
significant casualties, including 104 in the 38" Battalion alone, and they left the line for the
last time late on 1 October.

ALSTEALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ARTO3023

Breaking the Hindenburg Line, by Will Longstaff

Pte Wilson was evacuated sick with influenza and debility on 24 November.

Initially treated at the 10" Field Ambulance from 24 — 30 November, he was transferred to the
3™ Australian General Hospital at Abbeville between 30 November — 9 February 1919.

He returned to England the next day and was admitted to the Mile End Military Hospital in
London from 10 — 15 February, then granted leave until 8 March, after which he embarked
for return to Australia on 5 April.

Private 3255 David lan Wilson disembarked in Melbourne on 18 May, where he was
discharged from the AIF on 10 June 1919.
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Name: Wilson, David Ian

Service Number

3255

Date enlisted

2 June 1917

Place enlisted

Wycheproof, Victoria

Rank on enlistment

Private

Initial Unit

38" Infantry Battalion

Previous military service

Senior Cadets, Geelong — 18 months

Date and ship embarked for overseas

22 December 1917
HMAT A38 Ulysses

Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years
Place of birth Shelford, Victoria
Marital status Single

Occupation

School teacher

Religion

Presbyterian

Next of kin and address

Wilson, Mr John, father,
Shelford, Victoria

Permanent address

Shelford, Victoria

Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, hazel eyes,
height — 5 feet 7 % inches,
weight — 10 stone, 3 1bs,
chest measurement — 35 inches

Final Rank Private

Final Unit 38" Infantry Battalion

Theatres of war served in

France, Belgium

Fate

Returned to Australia

Date and ship embarked for Australia

5 April 1919
HT Armagh

Date discharged 10 June 1919

Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal

Notes Also remembered on the Shelford Presbyterian

Church Honor Roll, Shire of Leigh Roll of Honor
and the State Teachers College Honor Roll
(Parkville).
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Infantry Battalion:
Billets:

Infantry Brigade:

Casualties:

CMF
Corps:

Infantry Division:

Enfilade:

Field Artillery Brigade:

Flank:
Light Horse Brigade:

Light Horse Regiment:

Trench Foot/Feet:
Salient:

Shrapnel:
Squadron (AFC):
Squadron (LH):

Taken on Strength:

Glossary of military terms

Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and
stables

Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men
at full strength)

Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military
action

Citizen’s Military Force or Militia
Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff
(~18,000 men at full strength)

The position of trenches or troops making them subject to
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to
six) 18-pounder field guns

The left or right side of a body of troops

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet
and cold conditions

An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or
line of defence

Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full
strength)

Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130
men (at full strength)

The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and
accommodating him from that date

149



Bibliography

Books

Austin, Ron, As Rough as Bags: The History of
the 6™ Battalion, 1%t AIF, 1914-1919, Slouch Hat
Publications, 1992

Austin, Ron, Our Dear Old Battalion: The Story of
the 7t Battalion AIF, 1914-1919, Slouch Hat
Publications, 2004

Austin, Ron, Cobbers in Khaki: The History of the
8t Battalion, 1914-1918, Slouch Hat
Publications, 2004

Austin, Ron, Forward Undeterred: The History of
the 23 Battalion 1915-1918, Slouch Hat
Publications, 2007

Austin, Ron, Black and Gold: The History of the
29" Battalion, 1915-18, Slouch Hat Publications,
2008

Baulch, Cheryl, Together They Served 1914-
1918: Men & Women Who Enlisted from the Surf
Coast Shire, Torquay Museum Without Walls Inc,
2019

Billett, Major R S, War Trophies from the First
World War 1914-1918, Simon & Schuster, 1999

Coombes, David, The Battles of Bullecourt 1917,
Big Sky Publishing Pty Ltd, 2017

Cooper, Margaret, Meredith World War |
Soldiers, Self-published, 2015

Corfield, Robin S, Hold Hard Cobbers: The Story
of the 57" and 60" Australian Infantry
Battalions, 1912-1990, Corfield & Co, 1992

Corfield, Robin S, Give me back my dear old
cobbers: The Story of the 58" and 59t Australian
Infantry Battalions, 1913-1942, Corfield and Co,
2008

Coulthard-Clark, Christopher, The Encyclopaedia
of Australia’s Battles, Allen & Unwin, 2001

Deayton, Craig, Battle Scarred: The 47 Battalion
in the First World War, Big Sky Publishing Pty
Ltd, 2011

Fairey, Eric, The 38" Battalion AIF: The Story and
Official History of the 38 Battalion AIF, The
Naval & Military Press Ltd, 2009

Harvey, W J, The Red and White Diamond: The
Official History of the 24t Battalion, AIF, The
Naval & Military Press Ltd, 2010

Holloway, David, Hooves, Wheels & Tracks: A
history of the 4%/19" Prince of Wales Light Horse
Regiment and its predecessors, The Book Printer,
1990

Keown, A W, Forward with the Fifth: The Story of
Five Years’ War Service, Fifth Infantry Battalion,
AIF, The Naval & Military Press Ltd, 2009

McNichol, N P, The Thirty-Seventh: History of the
37" Battalion, AIF, The Naval & Military Press
Ltd, 2010

Pederson, Peter, The ANZACS: Gallipoli to the
Western Front, Penguin Group, 2007

Polanski, lan, We Were The 46%: The History of
the 46™ Battalion in the Great War of 1914-18,
Puttees and Puggarees, 1999

Richardson, Lt Col ID, The 7% Light Horse
Regiment, 1914-1919, The Naval & Military
Press Ltd, 2009

Smith, Neil, The Red and Black Diamond: The
History of the 21 Battalion 1915-1918, Mostly
Unsung Military History, 1997

Wanliss, Newton, The History of the Fourteenth
Battalion, The Naval & Military Press Ltd, 2009

White, TA, The Fighting Thirteenth: The History
of the 13" Battalion AIF, The Naval & Military
Press Ltd, 2009

Wight, Robert, Inverleigh & Murgheboluc
District Soldiers in the Great War, 1914-1918,
Inverleigh & District Historical Society, 2024

Wight, Robert, The Soldiers of the Queenscliff
Methodist Church Honor Roll, 1914-1919, Self-
published, 2025

Willey, Bob, The Drysdale Boys and One Girl:
Remembering those who fought in the First
World War, Bellarine Historical Society, 2014

Websites

aif.adfa.edu.au
andrewwarland.com.au
archives.grlc.vic.gov.au
awm.gov.au
commons.wikimedia.org
en.wikipedia.org
findagrave.com
geelonghigh.vic.edu.au
honouringouranzacs.com.au
longlongtrail.co.uk
memorial.act.gov.au
naa.gov.au
trove.nla.gov.au
victoriancollections.net.au
vwma.org.au

150



Geelong High School c.1934. Note the 75mm Turkish field artillery gun to the left of the main building, which
was captured by the Australian Light Horse in Palestine in 1918. (Source: GHS)
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