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Private Herbert Arthur Aiken enlisted (for the third time) at Sorrento on 2 February 1918. He 
had twice previously been rejected for the AIF as medically unfit, after enlisting at Geelong.

During a further examination at the Sturt Street, Ballarat Camp, he was again rejected for 
military service due to congenital talipes (club foot) in both feet, which meant he was unable 
to wear boots for any length of time. Medical notes in his service record stated that, “He is a 
fisherman by occupation and as such does not wear boots for the greater part while 
occupied.”

Private Herbert Arthur Aiken did not embark overseas and was medically discharged from the 
AIF on 4 March 1918.

Herbert Arthur Aiken

Name: Aiken, Herbert Arthur
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 2 February 1918
Place enlisted Sorrento, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit Recruits Battalion
Date embarked for overseas Did not embark overseas
Previous enlistment attempts? Previously rejected (twice) as medically unfit
Stated age/DOB (if known) 27 years
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Aiken, Mrs Granny (mother), 

Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 7 inches, weight – 8 stone, 11 lbs, chest 
measurement – 31/33 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit Recruits Battalion
Theatres of war served in Did not embark overseas
Date discharged 4 March 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit due to congenital talipes (club foot) 

in both feet
Notes
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Oliver Alexander Chidgey attempted to enlist in the AIF in Melbourne on 21 May 1918, but 
his enlistment did not proceed any further. 

He had previously been rejected for military service due to his physique, so this may also 
have been the cause of his May 1918 rejection. 

Unfortunately, there is no other information available in his service record.

Oliver Alexander Chidgey

Name: Chidgey, Oliver Alexander
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 21 May 1918
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Date and ship embarked for overseas Did not embark overseas
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Senior cadets.
Two years 69th Infantry Battalion (CMF). 
Previously rejected due to “physique”

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 10 months (6/7/1897)
Marital status Single
Occupation Civil servant 

(Prime Minister’s Department, Melbourne)
Religion Church of England
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, height – 5 feet 

6 inches
Notes Son of Alexander Chidgey (Bay Street fisherman).
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Herbert Currow enlisted in the AIF at Portarlington on 18 December 1916, but was 
subsequently diagnosed with varicocele cardiac (an enlargement of the veins in his groin) and 
discharged as medically unfit for military service on 16 February 1917.

He was issued with Volunteer Badge No. 61334 the same day.

Unfortunately, there is no other information available in his service record.

Herbert Currow

Name: Currow, Herbert
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 18 December 1916
Place enlisted Portarlington, Victoria
Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas
Stated age/DOB (if known) 28 years (6/10/1878)
Permanent address Portarlington, Victoria
Date discharged 16 February 1917
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (varicocele cardiac)
Notes Volunteer Badge No. 61334 

issued on 16 February 1917
Bridge Street fisherman
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Sapper (Spr) 1347 Wilfred Louis Currow enlisted in the 2nd Field Company Engineers (2nd

FCE) in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division at Queenscliff on 13 February 
1915. He embarked overseas on 10 September and disembarked in Egypt on 8 October. He 
landed at Gallipoli two weeks later and was taken on strength of the 2nd FCE on 25 October. 

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

The Australians left Gallipoli in late December and Spr Currow disembarked in Egypt on 27 
December. His field company embarked for France on 22 March 1916 and disembarked in 
Marseilles on 2 April, where they entrained for the north. In late July 1916 the company 
moved south again and was involved in digging and repairing communication trenches on the 
approach to Pozieres for several days, where they sustained 22 casualties (six killed).

Spr Currow was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 15 November and on 12 May 1917 
was diagnosed with trench fever, owing mainly to the appalling condition of the trenches 
during the colder months. He was initially hospitalised at the 10th General Hospital at Rouen 
from 18 – 27 May, then transferred to England and admitted to the Hampstead Military 
Hospital from 28 May – 11 June, after which he went on leave from 20 June – 4 July. 

He then spent several months at Tidworth Camp in an administrative capacity, before he 
again embarked for France on 30 April 1918, where he rejoined the 2nd FCE on 9 May and 
was promoted to Second Corporal (2nd Cpl) on 28 June. 

In early August the 1st Division, including the 2nd FCE, moved south to the Somme to take 
part in the allies’ offensive from Amiens. On 10 August they reinstated a water pumping plant 
and barb-wired the new front line posts. The offensive was a great success, and the Germans 
retreated eastwards, with the Australians following. By 23 August the 1st Division moved 
through Proyart and advanced on Chuignes, where the engineers were tasked with carrying 
supplies, re-wiring and gas-proofing dugouts. 

For his actions during this phase of the advance, 2nd Cpl Currow was recommended for, and 
subsequently awarded, the Military Medal. His citation read:

“Forward of PROYART on 23rd and 24th August 1918, 2/Corporal CURROW after 
preliminary reconnaissance through ST. MARTINS WOOD during its capture was 
despatched to the rear to bring up wiring and carrying parties. His skill and judgment 
in bringing parties through heavy artillery barrage and Machine Gun fire lessened 
casualties. He rendered valuable assistance in reconnoitring the position and his 
coolness and disregard of danger under heavy shelling and Machine Gun fire set a 
fine example to his party. His sound judgment undoubtedly saved his party casualties 
and enabled them to complete their work.”

Wilfred Louis Currow MM
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The bridge across the Somme, near Cappy, after its destruction by the Germans during their retreat. 
Australian Engineers are seen constructing a new bridge alongside the wreckage, 29 August 1918

By 18 September the 1st Division was on the outskirts of the Hindenburg Line, but the 2nd

FCE was in reserve during the successful attack on the Outpost Line, after which they left the 
line for the last time a few days later and 2nd Cpl Currow was promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 
22 September.

Cpl Currow was granted leave to Paris between 22 December – 4 January 1919 then, shortly 
after his return, he was further promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) and departed France at the end of 
January 1919. 

Sergeant 1347 Wilfred Louis Currow MM embarked for Australia on 28 March and 
disembarked in Melbourne on 14 May, where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 
19 August 1919.
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Name: Currow MM, Wilfred Louis
Service Number 1347
Date enlisted 13 February 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 2nd Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 September 1915

SS Makarini
Previous military service 18 months senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 5 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Painter
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Currow, Mr Henry (father), 

Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 4 ½ inches, weight – 7 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 33 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 2nd Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 28 March 1919

HT City of Poona
Date discharged 19 August 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (no details)
Honours/medals Military Medal, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, 

Victory Medal
Notes Son of fisherman. 

His son Ronald Wilfred Currow NX39085 died 
while a POW of the Japanese in WW2.
Listed on the Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor 
Roll and the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor.
Served in the Permanent Military Forces post WW1 
S/N 987
Died 30 September 1948.
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Private (Pte) 4420 William Charles Dunk (standing) enlisted in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in 
the 6th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 17 January 1916. He 
embarked overseas on 29 March and arrived in England a month later. 

He spent a month at the Fargo Military Hospital with haemorrhoids between 16 June – 26 
July and then embarked for France on 16 September, where he was taken on strength of the 
22nd Battalion at Ypres on 5 October 1916. 

During January and February 1917, the battalion moved to the Somme and spent several 
three-day stints in the front line near Gueudecourt and Le Sars, where the trench conditions 
were atrocious, for the loss of 27 casualties (three killed). 

On 24 February, word filtered through that the Germans were in the process of evacuating 
their lines, and the 22nd Battalion was tasked with sending out a patrol east of Le Sars. At 1.00 
am the next day, the patrol moved forward. The battalion diary noted that, “the remarkable 
quietness was extraordinary…and the night was intensely dark and so foggy that keeping 
direction was a most difficult task.” They occupied the German line without incident, but 
later that day were ordered to attack the next line of trenches. As the troops were tired, and 
the ground was still difficult to move across, the attack failed at the cost of 60 casualties.

On 3 May 1917 the 2nd Division, including the 22nd Battalion, attacked and captured a large 
section of the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt, then held fast against fierce German counter 
attacks over several hours. Overall, the 22nd Battalion sustained 438 casualties (174 killed or 
missing) one of whom was Pte Dunk who received a gunshot wound to his head. 

William Charles Dunk
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Evacuated to the 12th General Hospital at Rouen the next day, he was discharged on 22 May 
and rejoined the battalion on 29 May.

The 22nd Battalion moved back to Belgium and into the line at Westhoek Ridge on 16 
September, and it was here on the same day that Pte Dunk sustained a minor shrapnel wound 
to his left wrist during a German artillery bombardment. He was evacuated but after several 
weeks’ convalescence, he rejoined the battalion on 2 November 1917.

Following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918, the 22nd Battalion rushed south 
and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, where battalion orders were issued and simply read, 
“There will be no withdrawal. Every bit of ground will be fought for.”

On 19 May 1918, the 6th Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the 
front line around Morlancourt. The 22nd Battalion was heavily involved in the assault which 
was considered a complete success with 330 Germans and 45 machine guns captured. Overall 
battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed). 

By 16 July the battalion had moved to the Aubigny area and while here it was subjected to a 
three-hour German mustard gas bombardment and sustained another 200 casualties.

In reserve for the offensive from Amiens on 8 August, by 18 August the 22nd Battalion, down 
to only 120 riflemen, was ordered to capture the village of Herleville. Not surprisingly, the 
action only partially succeeded, and the battalion lost another 60 men – 19 killed and 41 
wounded. Strengthened by reinforcements, the battalion was again ordered into the line on 27 
August, where they helped advance the line another 1,500 yards east of Cappy, and then 
another 2,000 yards the next day to Black Wood. 

On 31 August the battalion moved to a support position near Clery-sur-Somme, north-west of 
Mont St Quentin. Given its depleted state the 22nd Battalion was the Brigade reserve for the 
Australian assault on 1 September, so the men were mainly involved in carrying duties, after 
which Pte Dunk was granted leave to England between 6 – 25 September.

The battalion then took part in the last action fought by the AIF on the Western Front, the 
Battle of Montbrehain, on 5 October 1918. In a short, but difficult fight, all the objectives 
were achieved by around 10.00 am, for the loss of 87 battalion casualties (22 killed). During 
the night, the battalion left the line for the last time. 

Pte Dunk returned to England on 11 April 1919 and boarded a ship to Australia on 29 May, 
where he disembarked in Melbourne on 22 July.

Private 4420 William Charles Dunk was discharged from the AIF on 5 September 1919.
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Private (Pte) 1380 Frederick Farrell, understating his actual age by five years, enlisted in the 
Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force (AN&MEF) in Melbourne on 6 May 1918. 
He embarked overseas on 13 June and disembarked in Rabaul on 22 June, where he was 
taken on strength.

The AN&MEF had captured German New Guinea in late September 1914 and then remained 
in occupation for the duration of the war. 

Pte Farrell was seconded for duty with the Department of Post & Telephones from 23 August 
– 12 September, then to the Kopoko Garrison from 13 September – 17 October. From 18 
October – 31 December he served on Manus Island.

Pte Farrell returned to Rabaul for guard duty with that garrison from 3 January 1919 where, 
on 13 February, he was charged with being drunk and creating a disturbance and was 
confined to barracks for three days. 

Pte Farrell was earmarked for return to Australia on 24 July but, on 1 August, he volunteered 
to join the crew of the SS Melusia for the voyage home and was accepted. The ship docked in 
Sydney on 16 August.

Private 1380 Frederick Farrell then made his way to Melbourne where he was discharged 
from the AN&MEF on 1 October 1919.

Frederick Farrell

SS Melusia, Sydney c. April 1920
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Name: Farrell, Frederick
Service Number 1380
Date enlisted 6 May 1918
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force
Date and ship embarked for overseas 13 June 1918

SS Melusia
Previous military service 16 years in Citizens Military Forces
Stated age/DOB (if known) 44 years (actual age 49)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Widower
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Roman Catholic
Next of kin and address Farrell, Miss Stella (daughter), 

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, black hair, hazel eyes, height 

– 5 feet 5 ½ inches, weight – 7 stone, 14 lbs, chest 
measurement – 31/33 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit Australian Naval & Military Expeditionary Force
Theatres of war served in New Guinea
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 5 August 1919

SS Melusia
Date discharged 1 October 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Father of Walter Henry Farrell. 

Brother of James Farrell S/N 3387.
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Private (Pte) 3387 James Farrell, understating his actual age by eight years, enlisted in the 
60th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Richmond 
on 12 May 1917. He embarked overseas on 16 July and disembarked in Liverpool, England 
on 16 September, where he joined the 15th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp.

He departed England on 8 January 1918 and landed in France the next day, where he was 
taken on strength of the 60th Battalion, in the field near Beussent, on 13 January. The battalion 
moved into Belgium in early February and then into the front line at Wytschaete from 21 
February – 15 March. 

As news of the German offensive on the Somme came through, many Australian units were 
rushed south to meet it. The 60th Battalion arrived at Bonnay on 30 March and established 
their defences, although the peak of the assault had passed. The Germans made one more 
effort on 24 April and captured Villers-Bretonneux from the British units defending it. 

At 10.00 pm on 24 April 1918, the 13th and 15th Brigades (including the 60th Battalion) staged 
a night-time counterattack at bayonet point and without artillery support. The Germans were 
stunned and, over the course of the next three days, eventually routed, as the Australians re-
captured Villers-Bretonneux. Overall 60th Battalion casualties numbered 153 (39 killed or 
missing) while German casualties were significantly higher. The battalion then remained in 
this area for the next few months.

On 4 July 1918, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15th Brigade, including the 
60th Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. They achieved 
all their objectives and captured around 60 German prisoners and 15 machine guns, for the 
loss of 101 men, including 20 killed.

The great allied offensive from Amiens commenced on 8 August. The 5th Division, including 
the 60th Battalion, was in the second wave and “passed through” the 3rd Division to continue 
the successful attack. Overall 60th Battalion casualties amounted to just 21 men.

The German lines had been broken and the Australians moved ever eastwards in their eager, 
albeit costly, pursuit. By late August they had reached the walled fortress city of Peronne. On 
2 September, the 15th Brigade, including a less than half strength 60th Battalion, crossed the 
Somme marshes and competed the capture of Peronne. This action cost the battalion 52 men.

Due to the significant AIF losses since 8 August, combined with the low number of 
reinforcements from Australia, a decision was made to consolidate several battalions. To this 
end the 60th Battalion was disbanded and most of the remaining men transferred to the 59th

Battalion, including Pte Farrell, on 25 September 1918.

The battalion’s last major action, the joint Australian and American assault on the Hindenburg 
Line, occurred between 29 September – 1 October 1918, when the 5th Division (including the 
59th Battalion) passed through the American 30th Division and captured Bellicourt. They 
were relieved the next day and left the front line for the last time.

James Farrell
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Name: Farrell, James
Service Number 3387
Date enlisted 12 May 1917
Place enlisted Richmond, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 60th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 16 July 1917

HMAT A16 Port Melbourne
Previous military service 4 years - Hastings Battery
Stated age/DOB (if known) 35 years, 9 months (actual age 44)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Seaman
Religion Roman Catholic 
Next of kin and address Farrell, Mrs Sarah (wife), 

135 Somerset Street, Richmond, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia 135 Somerset Street, Richmond, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, hazel eyes, height – 

5 feet 1 inch, weight – 7 stone, 8 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 59th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 10 December 1918

HT Somali
Date discharged 3 March 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (age & debility)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Wharf Street fisherman

Brother of Frederick Farrell S/N 1380.
Died 6 February 1956.

Pte Farrell faced a Medical Board at le Havre on 23 October, which deemed that he was too 
old and debilitated to remain on active service. He returned to England on 7 November and 
sailed for Australia on 10 December 1918.

Private 3387 James Farrell disembarked in Melbourne on 8 February, where he was 
medically discharged from the AIF on 3 March 1919, aged 46 years.



14

Private Walter Henry Farrell enlisted in the AIF in Melbourne on 1 July 1918, the day after he 
turned 20 years of age. 

He was initially allocated to the Field Company Engineers Depot, but a subsequent medical 
examination declared him unfit for military service due to severe acne, dermatitis and a 
generally poor physique.

Walter Henry Farrell was therefore discharged from the AIF as medically unfit on 23 
September 1918.

Walter Henry Farrell

Name: Farrell, Walter Henry
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 1 July 1918
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit Field Company Engineers Recruit Depot
Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas
Previous military service 4 years senior cadets, Queenscliff

2 years 62nd Battalion, CMF, Carlton
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years (30/6/1898)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Telephonist – Postal Department
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Farrell, Miss Stella (sister), 

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address C/- W. Roberts, 

47 Madeline Street, Carlton, Victoria
Appearance Sallow complexion, black hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 6 inches, weight – 7 stone, 3 lbs, chest 
measurement – 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit Field Company Engineers Recruit Depot
Date discharged 23 September 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (acne, dermatitis, poor physique)
Notes From Wharf Street. 

Son of Frederick Farrell S/N 1380
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William John Farrell

Private (Pte) 2639 William John Farrell enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th

Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Geelong on 1 February 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 14 March and disembarked in Egypt on 15 April. 

He departed Egypt on 21 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 29 June, where he travelled 
north and was taken on strength of the 29th Battalion near Sailly sur la Lys on 8 August 1916. 

The 29th Battalion moved through Trones Wood and into the front line near Gueudecourt on 
23 November 1916 where, according to the battalion history, “During this move, the enemy 
artillery caught B Company out in the open in an area known as Millers’ Son, killing 
Sergeant Albert Vick and wounding a number of other soldiers.” It took almost six hours to 
find and bring in all the wounded, one of whom was Pte Farrell, who sustained shrapnel 
wounds to his head and leg.

Pte Farrell was evacuated to the 38th Casualty Clearing Station the next day, and from there 
via ambulance train to Rouen, where he was admitted to the 6th General Hospital on 26 
November.

Private 2639 William John Farrell subsequently died of his wounds on 16 December 1916 
and was buried at St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen later the same day.
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Name: Farrell, William John
Service Number 2639
Date enlisted 1 February 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 14 March 1916

HMAT A68 Anchises
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

4 years senior cadets

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Farrell, Mr William (father), 

Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 1 lb, chest 
measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 23 November 1916

near Gueudecourt, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to head and leg
Date and place died 16 December 1916

6th General Hospital, 
Rouen, France

Cemetery details St. Sever Cemetery Extension, 
Rouen, France.
Block O, Plot III, Row 1, Grave 4

Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of William Farrell (Bridge Street fisherman), 

nephew of Frederick & James Farrell.
Listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor, St George’s Anglican Church Roll of Honor 
& Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll
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Christian Freeman Hansen

Sapper (Spr) 3042 Christian Freeman Hansen enlisted in the 5th Field Company Engineers 
(5th FCE) in the 5th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Queenscliff on 12 July 
1915. He embarked overseas on 24 November and disembarked in Egypt about five weeks 
later. 

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

The field company embarked for France on 17 March 1916 and arrived in Marseilles on 23 
March, then entrained north to the Hazebrouck region. By 27 July, the 5th FCE men were 
working in a sunken road trench at Contalmaison, near Pozieres, when they came under 
heavy German artillery fire. Spr Hansen was gassed during the barrage, one of 20 engineers 
wounded. 

He was admitted to the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples the next day, and then to the 
26th General Hospital, also in Etaples, on 15 August 1916. A week later, on 24 August, he 
departed for England, where he was admitted to the York Military Hospital later the same 
day. He was discharged from hospital on 21 September and granted furlough in England from 
22 September – 8 October 1916. He returned to France on 27 December, where he rejoined 
the 5th FCE, in the field at Ribemont, on 3 January 1917. 

The 5th FCE were quite active in March 1917 after the Germans had withdrawn to their new 
Hindenburg Line defences and spent several weeks clearing German trenches and dugouts for 
their new occupants. 
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Between 3 – 8 May 1917, the company assisted the 5th Brigade during and after their assault 
at Second Bullecourt, reinforcing command posts and dugouts and constructing new 
defences, at a cost of 35 casualties (five killed). Spr Hansen was re-mustered as a Driver 
(Dvr) on 16 July 1917, which meant he drove a team of horses or mules. The field company 
was also very active during September – October 1917 as the front line moved forward 
several km during Third Ypres. 

Dvr Hansen was granted leave to England between 14 – 31 December, and then a week’s 
leave to Paris from 18 – 27 February 1918. 

After the German Spring Offensive from late March 1918, Dvr Hansen and his unit moved 
south to Baizieux on 9 April 1918, where they constructed defences, wired communication 
trenches and gas-proofed dugouts. 

On 19 May 1918, the 5th Field Company Engineers supported the 5th and 6th Infantry Brigades 
during their successful attack on Ville-sur-Ancre. They laid “jumping off” tapes for the 
infantry during the night and kept communication trenches open during the attack.

The allied armies commenced their Amiens offensive on 8 August 1918 and the engineer 
units followed the infantry to clear up the battlefield, salvage equipment and fill in shell 
craters and trenches. There was even one instance during an examination of an enemy dugout 
beneath a road at Bayonvillers where five German officers and a raft of documents and maps 
were captured. 

On 1 October the engineers moved forward to Bellicourt and spent the night camped in the 
southern end of the St Quentin Canal tunnel. Early on 3 October they laid out “jumping off” 
tape for the 5th Infantry Brigade’s attack at Estrees and Joncourt the same day. They left the 
front line for the last time on 5 October 1918.

Following the signing of the Armistice, Dvr Hansen was granted leave to Rome on 15 
November. At some stage while on leave, Dvr Hansen contracted influenza and was 
transported back to France, where he was admitted to the Stationary Hospital in Paris on 2 
December. 

Driver 3042 Christian Freeman Hansen died of his illness on 7 December 1918 and was later 
buried at the City of Paris Cemetery at Pantin, France.
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Name: Hansen, Christian Freeman
Service Number 3042
Date enlisted 12 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 5th Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 24 November 1915

HMAT A40 Ceramic
Previous military service? Citizen Military Forces – two years
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 8 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria

Marital status Single
Occupation Carpenter/Boat Builder
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hansen, Mr Andrew Peter (father,) 

Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Permanent address Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 inches, weight – 9 stone, 10 ½ lbs, 
chest measurement – 36 ½ inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 5th Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Died of illness (Influenza)
Date and place wounded 27 July 1916

Contalmaison, France
Nature of wounds Gassed
Date and place died 7 December 1918

Stationary Hospital, 
Paris, France

Cemetery details City of Paris Cemetery, 
Pantin, France. 
Plot 6, Row 19, Grave 15

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Lived in Bridge Street before Point Lonsdale. 

Listed on the Point Lonsdale War Memorial, the 
Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor and St 
George the Martyr Anglican Church Roll of Honor
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Alexander Hoppen enlisted in the AIF at Geelong on 14 December 1915 but was rejected for 
military service later the same day due to synovitis in his right knee.

Alexander Hoppen

Name: Hoppen, Alexander
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 14 December 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment n/a
Initial Unit n/a
Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas
Stated age/DOB (if known) 31 years, 4 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Assistant Lighthouse Keeper
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hoppen, Mrs D (wife), 

Stokes Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Stokes Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Date discharged 14 December 1915
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (synovitis in right knee)
Notes Also a fisherman. Lived in Wharf Street.
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Private (Pte) 55639 Edward John Hughes enlisted in the 7th General (Victorian) 
Reinforcements in Melbourne on 28 March 1918. He embarked overseas on 23 July and 
disembarked in London on 27 September, where he joined the 1st Training Battalion at Fovant 
Camp in Wiltshire. 

While there he absented himself from camp without leave from 15 – 18 November, when he 
was apprehended by the Army Provost Corps (Military Police) in Bristol. As a result, he was 
sentenced to seven days Field Punishment No. 2, which involved extra work duties and 
probably some form of confinement.

He left England on 28 January 1919 and landed in France the next day, where he was taken 
on strength of the 7th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian 
Division on 2 February. 

The war had of course ended by this stage, so Pte Hughes was detached for duty with the 
YMCA in France from 4 February – 13 May, after which he returned to England on 23 May.

Edward John Hughes

Australian YMCA Soldiers Club dining room, France

Private 55639 Edward John Hughes embarked for Australia on 23 July. He disembarked in 
Melbourne on 10 September, where he was discharged from the AIF on 25 September 1919.
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Name: Hughes, Edward John
Service Number 55639
Date enlisted 28 March 1918
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 7th General (Victorian) Reinforcements
Date and ship embarked for overseas 23 July 1918

HMAT A74 Marathon
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 3 months (21/12/1899)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Seal, Mrs Mabel, mother, 

6 Caroline Street, South Yarra, Victoria
Permanent address 6 Caroline Street, South Yarra, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 5 inches, weight – 7 stone, 15 lbs, 
chest measurement – 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 23 July 1919

HT Suevic
Date discharged 25 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal
Notes Son of Mabel Hughes (nee Keys), grandson of John 

Keys (Bridge Street fisherman).
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Private (Pte) 5253 Harold Hyde enlisted in the 1st Australian Field Bakery in Queenscliff on 
23 November 1914. He embarked overseas on 22 December and disembarked in Egypt on 3 
February 1915. 

The Field Bakery had been operating on Lemnos from early March and Pte Hyde joined them 
in late May 1915. He remained there throughout the Gallipoli campaign and returned to 
Egypt on 3 January 1916. Shortly afterward, he contracted venereal disease and was 
hospitalised at the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital at Ghezireh from 22 January – 21 
February.

He embarked for France on 23 March and disembarked in Marseilles on 30 March, where he 
joined the Field Bakery at Rouen. Pte Hyde contracted venereal disease for a second time and 
was hospitalised at the 9th Stationary Hospital from 7 May – 18 June, after which he rejoined 
the bakery in Rouen the next day and was promoted to Lance Corporal on 21 July 1916.

On 14 October, L Cpl Hyde was charged with being drunk in the lines and demoted to 
Private. On 6 February 1917, he was diagnosed with orchitis and transferred to England, 
where he was hospitalised at the 2nd Birmingham War Hospital from 10 February – 5 March, 
following which he was granted leave until 20 March.

Still in England, Pte Hyde was transferred to the newly formed 66th Infantry Battalion on 5 
June but was then seconded to the School of Cookery from 21 July – 31 August 1917, after 
which he rejoined the battalion. He then joined the Overseas Training Brigade on 27 October.

After five months training, he embarked for France on 2 April 1918, where he was transferred 
and taken on strength of the 6th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 1st

Australian Division, in the field near Meteren, on 22 April. The battalion remained in this 
area for the next few months and spent time in and out of the front line.

Harold Hyde MM
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In early August the 1st Division, including the 6th Battalion, moved south to the Somme in 
readiness for the allied offensive from Amiens. The battalion played no part on the first day 
but helped capture the village of Lihons during 9 – 11 August at a cost of 224 casualties, one 
of whom was Pte Hyde, who sustained gunshot wounds to his right thigh on 10 August. 

He was evacuated to the field ambulance and then admitted to the 47th General Hospital at Le 
Treport from 12 August – 23 October. He was transferred to England and admitted to the 
Graylingwell War Hospital in Chichester on 25 October, where his right leg was amputated. 

The very next day, Pte Hyde was awarded the Military Medal (he had originally been 
recommended for the Distinguished Conduct Medal) for his actions at Lihons. The citation 
read:

“For conspicuous gallantry on the 9th day of August 1918 at LIHONS. During the 
attack this soldier and a Sergeant, after locating an anti-tank battery which was 
greatly hindering the advancing troops, crawled forward a distance of two hundred 
yards, and in the face of heavy Machine Gun and rifle fire succeeded in rushing and 
capturing the battery and killing the eight German gunners. Later in the day, with one 
other rank he went forward and captured a hostile Machine Gun together with the 
crew of three men. He greatly inspired the men around him by his bravery and 
coolness. During a further advance next day this gallant soldier was badly wounded.”

He was discharged from hospital on 30 January 1919 and granted leave until 13 February. Pte 
Hyde didn’t return from leave until 24 March, for which he was docked 39 days’ pay. 

Members of the 6th Battalion resting in an old trench during the advance towards Lihons, 10 August 1918
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Name: Hyde MM, Harold
Service Number 5253
Date enlisted 23 November 1914
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 1st Australian Field Bakery
Date and ship embarked for overseas 22 December 1914

HMAT A35 Berrima
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years, 2 months
Place of birth Maryborough, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Baker
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Hyde, Mr Phillip John (mother), 

Rylan Street, Maryborough, Victoria
Permanent address Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, grey eyes, height 

– 5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 9 stone, 6 lbs, chest 
measurement – 35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 6th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 10 August 1918

Lihons, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to right thigh (amputated)
Date and ship embarked for Australia 19 April 1919

HT Marathon
Date discharged 10 August 1920
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals Military Medal, 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, 

Victory Medal
Notes Died 2 October 1941. 

Listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor
Lived in Wharf Street, husband of Violet Wells 
(daughter of Beach Street fisherman).

He embarked for Australia on 19 April but enroute was diagnosed with venereal disease and 
hospitalised on board ship from 30 April. He disembarked in Melbourne on 8 June.

Private 5253 Harold Hyde MM was medically discharged from the AIF on 10 August 1920.
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George Ikin

Private George Ikin enlisted in the AIF at Queenscliff on 2 July 1915.

He was posted to the Ascot Vale Depot, where a further medical examination determined that 
he was unfit for military service due to general ill health and hereditary medical conditions.

Private George Ikin did not embark overseas and was medically discharged from the AIF on 
11 November 1915. He died of tuberculosis on 19 April 1918 and was buried at the Point 
Lonsdale Cemetery.
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Percy Victor (Pompey) Johnson

Private (Pte) 2063 Percy Victor Johnson enlisted in the 14th Infantry Battalion in the 4th

Infantry Brigade at Queenscliff on 25 January 1915. He embarked overseas on 17 April and 
disembarked in Egypt about five weeks later.

He embarked for Gallipoli on 9 July where he was taken on strength of the 14th Battalion. In 
August 1915, the 14th Battalion was part of an attempt to capture Hill 971, only to become 
lost in the dense and rugged country. Subjected to heavy Turkish fire throughout, the attack 
failed, and the battalion sustained 257 casualties (including 164 killed and missing). Pte 
Johnson was hospitalised on Mudros with influenza between 4 September – 10 October, then 
rejoined the battalion on Gallipoli. 

He was evacuated to Egypt and hospitalised with jaundice from 5 December – 1 January 
1916, then rejoined the battalion on 14 March 1916, when it became part of the newly formed 
4th Australian Division. 

The battalion departed Egypt on 1 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 8 June. On 6 
August, the 14th Battalion entered the line at Pozieres and participated in the unsuccessful 
assault on Mouquet Farm a few days later, at a cost of 400 casualties (87 killed). One of the 
casualties was Pte Johnson who sustained a minor shrapnel wound to his head on 8 August. 
He was evacuated to a field dressing station and returned to the battalion on 16 August, where 
he was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) on 27 August. 

The heavily fortified cellars underneath Mouquet Farm



28

He was further promoted to Corporal on 1 December 1916, but reverted to the rank of 
Private, at his own request, on 26 December. Pte Johnson subsequently contracted venereal 
disease and was hospitalised at Etaples from 22 March – 1 June 1917, after which the 14th

Battalion moved to Belgium where it helped to hold the ground captured during the Battle of 
Messines, for the loss of five men killed and 45 wounded, on 7 – 8 June. 

Still in Belgium, the 14th Battalion was next involved in the successful assault on Polygon 
Wood on 26 September 1917, where they helped to advance the line 1.5 km, for the loss of 
138 men (26 killed).

Pte Johnson was diagnosed with trench feet and hospitalised initially in Calais, and then in 
Norfolk, England between 15 October – 9 November, following which he was granted leave 
in England between 10 – 24 November. He eventually returned to France on 13 March 1918, 
where he rejoined the 14th Battalion on 18 March. 

Following the onslaught of the German Spring Offensive on the Somme, on 24 March the 
battalion was under orders to move at short notice. By 26 March they had reached Hebuterne, 
where they marched through the retreating British forces and re-captured the village from the 
Germans. They repulsed numerous counter attacks and remained in the area for four weeks, 
sustaining 60 casualties (15 killed).

During his time overseas, Pte Johnson was reported absent without leave on no less than 13 
occasions. The last occurrence, on 8 April 1918, was the most serious though, as the battalion 
was on active service in the field, in what was still a very precarious situation. Upon his 
return on 13 April, he was charged with, and found guilty of, desertion under a Field General 
Court Martial held on 21 April 1918. Originally sentenced to 10 years imprisonment, he had 
served just over a month at the No.7 Military Prison at Les Attaques near Calais, when his 
sentence was reduced to two years on 5 June 1918. 

Pte Johnson’s sentence was suspended entirely on 13 September. He was released from prison 
and rejoined the battalion near Vraignes three days later, where he found them training for an 
assault on the Hindenburg Outpost Line scheduled for 18 September. The attack went ahead 
as planned and succeeded in re-capturing what were the “old” British lines originally overrun 
by the Germans during the Spring Offensive. Overall 14th Battalion casualties amounted to 
122, one of whom was Pte Johnson, who sustained a bomb (or grenade) wound to his right 
foot in the action near Jeancourt.

He was initially evacuated to le Havre and then hospitalised at the Alexandra Military 
Hospital in Cosham, England until 11 October, when he was granted two weeks leave. He 
contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the Australian Dermatological Hospital, 
Bulford between 25 October – 16 December 1918. 

Post discharge, he embarked for Australia on 15 January 1919, the same day his suspended 
prison sentence was fully remitted. 

Private 2063 Percy Victor Johnson disembarked in Melbourne on 2 March, where he was 
formally discharged from the AIF on 1 May 1919.
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Name: Johnson, Percy Victor (Pompey)
Service Number 2063
Date enlisted 25 January 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 14th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 17 April 1915

HMAT A20 Hororata
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 4 months (25/9/1893)
Place of birth Williamstown, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Johnson, Mrs Mary, 

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, light brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 9 lbs, 
chest measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 14th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 8 August 1916

Mouquet Farm, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to head
Date and place wounded (2) 18 September 1918

Jeancourt, France
Nature of wounds (2) Bomb wound to right foot
Date and ship embarked for Australia 15 January 1919

SS City of Exeter
Date discharged 1 May 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also served in WW2 (V82241).

Listed on the Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll.
Died 12 June 1968.
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Francis (Frank) Michael Jones

Driver (Dvr) 949 Francis Michael Jones enlisted in the 3rd Light Horse Field Ambulance 
(LHFA) in the 3rd Light Horse Brigade in Melbourne on 23 November 1914. He embarked 
overseas on 2 February 1915 and disembarked in Egypt on 9 March. Being a Driver meant 
that he drove a team of horses or mules, as this was still the most common method of 
transport at the time.

While Dvr Jones and the rest of the transport section remained in Egypt when the light horse 
units embarked for Gallipoli from mid-May 1915, he departed Egypt on 19 October and 
eventually joined his unit at Gallipoli on 30 October. They subsequently evacuated Gallipoli 
in December and arrived back in Egypt on 24 December.

Dvr Jones was admitted to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station at Serapeum with influenza on 26 
March 1916, then transferred to several hospitals across Egypt between late March – late 
June 1916, suffering from pneumonia and phthisis. 

While the service record is silent as to when Dvr Jones left Egypt, on 16 August he was 
admitted to the Netherfield Road Auxiliary Hospital in Liverpool with debility, no doubt from 
his prolonged illness in Egypt. 

Following his release from hospital, Dvr Jones then spent five months in various camps and 
depots in England until 7 March 1917, when he was posted to the Army Medical Corps 
Training Depot at Parkhouse Camp. 

He left England on 22 May and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 1st Australian Field Ambulance (AFA) in the 1st Infantry Brigade of the 1st

Australian Division, in the field at Henencourt, on 2 June 1917.

Between 1 – 10 October 1917, the 1st AFA and its stretcher bearer teams took over the 
forward area dressing station on Menin Road, where they brought in and treated hundreds of 
casualties from the heavy fighting on Broodseinde and Westhoek Ridges during that period. 
During the quiet months that followed the conclusion of Third Ypres in late November, Dvr 
Jones was granted leave in England from 4 – 21 March 1918.

Following news of the German breakthrough on the Somme in late March, the 1st Division 
had already moved to Amiens by early April, but they had to quickly turn back to meet a new 
German threat in the north near Armentieres and Strazeele. The 1st AFA established an 
advanced dressing station at Borre on 13 April, just in time to receive casualties from the 
front line as the Germans attacked and were ultimately stopped over the ensuing week.

The 1st AFA moved south to the Somme region in early August and, in the aftermath of the 
allied offensive from Amiens, established and operated walking wounded dressing stations at 
Harbonnieres and Warfusee-Abancourt between 10 – 16 August. They then operated the 
advanced dressing station at Morcourt from 22 August – 6 September, when they moved east 
to Buire-Courcelles and operated the main dressing station there from 10 – 24 September, 
after which they left the front line for the final time. 
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Dvr Jones departed France on 6 December and arrived back in England later the same day. 
Shortly after that, he embarked for Australia on 14 December.

Driver 949 Francis Michael Jones disembarked in Melbourne on 29 January, where he was 
later medically discharged from the AIF (due to illness) on 25 September 1919.
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Arnold William Jurgens

Arnold William Jurgens enlisted in the AIF in Queenscliff on 26 February 1916, and his 
loyalty to the Empire was specifically endorsed by several prominent Queenscliff councillors 
and citizens (owing to his Germanic ethnicity).

Despite this, his enlistment never proceeded as he was deemed medically unfit due to a pre-
existing medical condition relating to a bad back.
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Private (Pte) 1640 Louis George Keys enlisted in the 12th Infantry Battalion in the 3rd Infantry 
Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Melbourne on 11 November 1914. He embarked 
overseas on 19 February 1915 and landed in Egypt about four weeks later. 

He embarked for Gallipoli in early May, where he was taken on strength of the 12th Battalion, 
serving in the front line, on 6 May 1915 – one of 12 reinforcements received that day. 

In early August, in an attempt to break the stalemate at Gallipoli, the allies undertook their 
last offensive of the campaign. The 12th Battalion was in reserve for the initial assault on the 
Turkish trenches at Lone Pine late on 6 August but was soon fully committed to the battle. 
They saw off several vigorous counter attacks on 7 – 8 August, for the loss of 168 casualties, 
one of whom was Pte Keys who sustained a bomb (grenade) wound to his head on 8 August.

He was admitted to the 16th Stationary Hospital at Mudros from 9 August – 28 October, then 
returned to Gallipoli and rejoined the 12th Battalion on 6 November, where he was also 
promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 1 December 1915. 

The troops were evacuated from Gallipoli in late December and Cpl Keys disembarked in 
Egypt on 6 January 1916, where he was later promoted to Sergeant (Sgt) on 9 March. The 
battalion embarked for France on 29 March and landed at Marseilles on 5 April, then headed 
north to the Fleurbaix sector. 

On 20 July, Sgt Keys was admitted to the 5th General Hospital at Rouen suffering from severe 
diarrhoea. On 29 July, he was transferred to England and admitted to the Graylingwell War 
Hospital at Chichester from 30 July – 11 August. 

He then joined the 3rd (Brigade) Training Battalion at Perham Downs Camp on 28 October, 
where he remained for the next six months. While there, Sgt Keys became seriously ill with 
pneumonia and was hospitalised at the Fargo Military Hospital between 10 May – 8 June 
1917, after which he rejoined the training battalion for another four months. 

On 6 October, he was detached for three months duty with the 20th Company, Royal Army 
Medical Corps at Tidworth Military Hospital until 24 January 1918, then transferred to the 
AIF Depot at Tidworth until 8 March. Sgt Keys had obviously not fully recovered from his 
earlier bout of pneumonia though, and he embarked for return to Australia on 21 April 1918.

Sergeant 1640 Louis George Keys disembarked in Melbourne on 7 June, where he was 
medically discharged from the AIF on 9 August 1918.

Louis George Keys
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Name: Keys, Louis George
Service Number 1640
Date enlisted 11 November 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 12th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 February 1915

HMAT A54 Runic
Previous military service 2 years Victorian Naval service
Stated age/DOB (if known) 34 years, 10 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Labourer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Keys, Mrs Louisa (wife), 

34 Nelson Street, Newport, Victoria
Permanent address 34 Nelson Street, Newport, Victoria
Appearance Ruddy complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 8 inches, weight – 11 stone, chest 
measurement – 34/36 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 12th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 8 August 1915

Lone Pine, Gallipoli
Nature of wounds Bomb wound to head
Date and ship embarked for Australia 21 April 1918

HT Suevic
Date discharged 9 August 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (illness)
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of Louis Keys (Bay Street fisherman).
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Private (Pte) 3989 William Roy Locke enlisted in the 7th Battalion at Broadmeadows on 29 
July 1915. He embarked overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Egypt in late 
December, where he was hospitalised with influenza at the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital in Cairo 
from 3 – 15 February 1916.

On 15 March, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 57th Infantry Battalion in the 
15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Tel el Kebir. The battalion embarked for 
France on 17 June and disembarked in Marseilles on 23 June, then entrained for the north. 
They moved into the front line for the first time at Fleurbaix on 11 July and into reserve 
positions a week later, where Pte Locke was promoted to Lance Corporal two days later. 

On 19 July 1916 the 5th Australian Division attacked the German trenches at Fromelles and 
lost a staggering 5,533 men in 24 hours (with almost 2,000 killed and 470 captured). The 57th

Battalion, in reserve for the battle, moved into the trenches on 20 July, the same day L Cpl 
Locke was promoted to Corporal (Cpl), to defend against possible German counterattacks, 
which didn’t eventuate. 

Over the ensuing days and nights numerous small parties crept out under fire and recovered 
as many of their wounded comrades and as much discarded equipment as they could. The 57th

Battalion is estimated to have recovered between 300 – 400 wounded men, at the cost of 127 
casualties of their own (34 killed), and remained in the area for several weeks.

The battalion was still in the line at Fleurbaix when a German artillery bombardment on 19 
August caused 34 casualties, including 12 killed, one of whom was Cpl Locke. 

Corporal 3989 William Roy Locke was buried at the Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, 
Fleurbaix, France later the same day.

William Roy Locke
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Name: Locke, William Roy
Service Number 3989
Date enlisted 29 July 1915
Place enlisted Broadmeadows, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 23 November 1915

HMAT A40 Ceramic
Previous military service 2 years Citizens Military Forces
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 5 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Baker
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Locke, Mrs Selina Rose (mother), 

Tongala, Victoria
Permanent address Tongala, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, dark hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 10 ½ inches, weight – 12 stone, 12 lbs, chest 
measurement – 35/39 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 19 August 1916

Fleurbaix, France
Cemetery details Rue-Du-Bois Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, France

Plot I, Row G, Grave 15 
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Remembered on the Queenscliff Methodist Church 

Honor Roll, Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor 
and the Queenscliff Memorial Garden. 
Son of Job Locke (Beach Street fisherman)
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Private (Pte) 2770 Luda Hamilton Morrison enlisted in the 21st Infantry Battalion in 
Melbourne on 10 July 1915. He embarked overseas on 5 October and disembarked in Egypt 
about four weeks later, where he was subsequently transferred and taken on strength of the 7th

Infantry Battalion in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division at Serapeum on 24 
February 1916.

The 7th Battalion sailed for France on 26 March and arrived at Marseilles five days later, 
where they travelled north by train. By 13 May they had entered the front line positions at 
Fleurbaix, then moved to Ploegsteert Wood where they spent time in the line during June.

On 23 July 1916, the 1st Division entered the Battle of the Somme. They captured the village 
of Pozieres and held it against several German counter attacks in one of the few “British” 
successes on the Somme front. The 7th Battalion, in reserve for the first two days, occupied 
the ruined village on 25 July, then held it against three further counter attacks for the loss of 
54 men killed and 275 wounded, one of whom was Pte Morrison, who suffered shell shock.

He was admitted to the 6th General Hospital at Rouen from 26 July – 7 August then spent a 
further six weeks at the 1st Division Depot at Etaples, before he rejoined the 7th Battalion near 
Ypres on 21 September 1916. 

Charged with being drunk on 13 November, Pte Morrison was later awarded seven days Field 
Punishment (FP) No. 2, which involved additional work duties, possibly under restraint. A 
fortnight later, he was charged with being absent without leave (AWL) on 28 November. For 
this misdemeanour he was awarded a further 28 days FP No.2 and docked two days’ pay.

On 19 December, he was transferred to the 21st Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) and treated 
for general debility until 5 January 1917, then he rejoined the battalion on 18 January. 

On 23 March, Pte Morrison was treated for myalgia at the 45th CCS, then admitted to the 5th

General Hospital at Rouen from 26 March – 16 April, after which he was transferred to 
England and hospitalised at the Royal Victoria Hospital in Netley, Hampshire with a fever 
from 17 April – 7 June 1917. Pte Morrison then spent the next 12 months moving between 
various depots and camps in England, during which time he was AWL on several occasions 
(totalling nine days) and subsequently awarded 29 days confinement, five days FP No.2 and 
the loss of 23 days’ pay. He left England on 17 June 1918 and landed in France two days 
later, where he eventually rejoined the 7th Battalion, encamped at Sercus, on 24 June. 

In early August the 1st Division moved south to Amiens and between 9 – 11 August was 
engaged in the fight for Lihons. The battalion was in the support line near St Martin’s Wood 
on 25 August when the Germans saturated the area with gas shells and caused several 
casualties, one of whom was Pte Morrison, who was evacuated to the 55th CCS. He was then 
transferred to England where he spent six weeks at the Stratford on Avon War Hospital from 
31 August – 8 October, then enjoyed two weeks leave until 23 October. He overstayed his 
leave until 12 November and was docked another 45 days’ pay for the privilege.

Luda Hamilton Morrison
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Name: Morrison, Luda Hamilton
Service Number 2770
Date enlisted 10 July 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 21st Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 5 October 1915

RMS Moldavia
Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 10 months (10/10/1890)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Morrison, Mr James, father, 

“Lequamba” Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address “Lequamba” Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Ruddy complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 11 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 37/42 inches

Final Rank Private 
Final Unit 7th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 25 July 1916

Pozieres, France
Nature of wounds Shell shock
Date and place wounded (2) 25 August 1918

St Martin’s Wood, France
Nature of wounds (2) Gassed
Date and ship embarked for Australia 20 December 1918

HT Orontes
Date discharged 16 March 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (effort syndrome)
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll 

of Honor. 
Lived in Wharf Street. 

Private 2770 Luda Hamilton Morrison embarked for Australia on 20 December and 
disembarked in Melbourne on 30 January, where he was medically discharged from the AIF 
on 16 March 1919.
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Motor Driver (Dvr) 13446 Benjamin George Siward Brooks Mouchemore enlisted in the 3rd

Auxiliary Mechanical Transport Company in Perth on 5 October 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 22 December and disembarked at Devonport on 3 March 1917, where he joined 
the Australian Army Service Corps at its Parkhouse Camp. 

Dvr Mouchemore left England on 20 June and arrived in Rouen, France the next day, where 
he joined the 5th Australian Ammunition Sub Park, which employed 23 motor lorries on 
ammunition re-supply duties. 

The unit moved north and operated around the Busseboom area from late July as the British 
built up supplies for the imminent Third Ypres campaign, then moved to the Poperinghe area 
in Belgium in early August. 

While working in this vicinity, Dvr Mouchemore sustained a severe shrapnel wound to his 
head on 15 August 1917. The wound fractured his skull, and he was evacuated to the 11th

General Hospital at Camiers from 15 – 21 August, then transferred to England where he was 
admitted to the Eastbourne Military Hospital between 21 August – 22 October, then granted 
two weeks leave. 

He spent a month at the No. 2 Convalescent Depot at Weymouth from 5 November, then 
boarded a ship for return to Australia on 20 December.

Motor Driver 13446 Benjamin George Siward Brooks Mouchemore disembarked in Perth on 
6 February where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 23 March 1918.

Benjamin George Siward Brooks Mouchemore
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Name: Mouchmore, Benjamin George Siward Brooks 
Service Number 13446
Date enlisted 5 October 1916
Place enlisted Perth, Western Australia
Rank on enlistment Motor Driver
Initial Unit 3rd Auxiliary Mechanical Transport Company
Date and ship embarked for overseas 22 December 1916

HMAT A34 Persic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 34 years
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Motor mechanic
Religion Baptist
Next of kin and address Mouchemore, Mr Henry Brooks, father, 

Albany, WA
Permanent address Busselton, WA
Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 10 inches, weight – 11 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 36/39 inches 

Final Rank Motor Driver
Final Unit 5th Australian Ammunition Sub Park
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 15 August 1917

near Poperinghe, Belgium
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to head 

(compound fracture of skull)
Date and ship embarked for Australia 20 December 1917

HMAT A54 
Date discharged 23 March 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of Henry Brooks Mouchmore (Bridge Street 

fisherman), brother of Edward Charles Mouchemore 
(SN 6351), cousin of Herbert Mouchemore & Jack 
Arthur Mouchemore
Remembered on the Augusta War Memorial, Albany 
& Districts Roll of Honour, Albany Methodist 
Church Honour Roll and the Queenscliff Methodist 
Church Honor Roll.
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Private 6351 Edward Charles Mouchemore enlisted in the 28th Infantry Battalion in the 7th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division at Blackboy Hill on 6 October 1916. He 
embarked overseas on 29 December and disembarked at Devonport on 3 March 1917, where 
he joined the 7th (Brigade) Training Battalion at its Rollestone Camp. 

He left England on 22 May and arrived in France the next day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 28th Battalion, in the field at Senlis, on 12 June 1917. 

On 20 – 21 September, the battalion took part in the successful attack from Glencorse Wood, 
which later became known as the Battle of Menin Road, at the cost of 317 casualties, 
including 70 killed or missing.

Just two weeks later, they were involved in the attack on Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, 
which was another success, albeit for the loss of around 100 men, mostly while carrying 
supplies to the front line.

On 9 October, the 2nd Division, including the 28th Battalion, was tasked with protecting the 
right flank of a British assault on the village of Poelcappelle. The attacks eventually faltered 
in the mud and the Australian gains could not be held. The 28th Battalion suffered a further 60 
casualties in the effort and were then relieved in the line.

Pte Mouchemore was granted leave in England from 26 February – 15 March 1918, 
following which the battalion was moved south to help stop the German offensive underway 
on the Somme. By early April the battalion was in the line around Villers-Bretonneux, and it 
was while here that Pte Mouchemore sustained multiple shrapnel wounds to his arm, neck 
and lungs during a German artillery bombardment on 16 April 1918. 

Edward Charles Mouchemore
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He was hospitalised at the 3rd Australian General Hospital at Boulogne from 19 April – 1 
May, then transferred to England where he was admitted to the Norfolk War Hospital in 
Norwich from 3 May – 12 June. After his discharge, he was granted leave from 13 – 27 June.

After spending the next few months training and regaining his fitness, Pte Mouchemore 
returned to France on 24 September, where he rejoined the battalion on 28 September 1918.

The 2nd Division took over the front line near Estrees on 2 October after the other Australian 
Divisions had all been withdrawn. At 6.05 am the next day, the 5th and 7th Brigades, including 
the 28th Battalion, launched an attack against the German Beaurevoir Line. The attack was 
considered a success, but the cost to the 28th Battalion was another 84 casualties, one of 
whom was Pte Mouchemore who was killed during the German counter bombardment. 

Private 6351 Edward Charles Mouchemore was subsequently buried at the Bellicourt British 
Cemetery, France. 

Pte Edward Mouchemore’s grave at Bellicourt British Cemetery, France
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Name: Mouchemore, Edward Charles
Service Number 6351
Date enlisted 6 October 1916
Place enlisted Blackboy Hill, WA
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 28th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 29 December 1916

HMAT A34 Persic
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

2 years - Royal Australian Garrison Artillery

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 2 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Labourer
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Mouchemore, Mr Harry (father), 

Parade Street, Albany, WA
Permanent address Parade Street, Albany, WA
Appearance Fair complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height – 5 feet 

6 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 12 lbs, chest 
measurement – 35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 28th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place wounded 16 April 1918

Villers-Bretonneux, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to arm, neck & lung
Date and place died 3 October 1918

Estrees, France
Cemetery details Bellicourt British Cemetery, France. 

Plot IV, Row N, Grave 1
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of Henry Brooks Mouchmore (Bridge Street 

fisherman), brother of Benjamin Mouchemore S/N 
13446, cousin of Herbert Mouchemore & 
Jack Arthur Mouchemore. 
Remembered on the Albany Methodist Church 
Honor Roll and the Albany War Memorial
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Private (Pte) 7533 Herbert Mouchemore enlisted in the 6th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd

Infantry Brigade of the 1st Australian Division in Port Melbourne on 3 July 1917. He 
embarked overseas on 4 August and disembarked in Glasgow on 2 October, where he 
subsequently joined the 2nd (Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He left England on 23 April 1918 and arrived in France the next day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 6th Battalion, in the field at Pradelles, on 4 May. Two weeks later, the battalion 
was manning the front line at Strazeele when Pte Mouchemore sustained a gunshot wound to 
his shoulder blade on 18 May. 

He was evacuated and hospitalised at the 32nd Stationary Hospital in Wimereux from 19 – 31 
May. At some stage during his convalescence, it was discovered that Pte Mouchemore was 
underage and, as a result, he was transferred and taken on strength of the Australian Corps 
Working Party on 2 July 1918. 

On 20 July, Pte Mouchemore suffered a hernia and was admitted to the 11th Stationary 
Hospital at Rouen from 24 July – 9 August, then transferred to England where he was 
hospitalised at the Northamptonshire War Hospital between 10 August – 22 September. After 
his discharge, he was granted leave in England between 23 September – 7 October, where he 
then remained for the duration of his war service.

Private 7533 Herbert Mouchemore embarked for Australia on 17 March 1919 and 
disembarked in Melbourne on 30 April, where he was discharged from the AIF on 12 June 
1919.

Herbert Mouchemore
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Name: Mouchemore, Herbert
Service Number 7533
Date enlisted 3 July 1917
Place enlisted Port Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 6th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 4 August 1917

HMAT A32 Themistocles
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 2 months (24/12/1899)
Place of birth Albany, WA
Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Mouchemore, Mrs Mary (mother), 

118 Farrell Street, Port Melbourne, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia 118 Farrell Street, Port Melbourne, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, black hair, brown eyes, height 

– 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 8 stone, 7 lbs, chest 
measurement – 31/33 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit Australian Corps Working Party
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 18 May 1918

Strazeele, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to shoulder blade
Date and ship embarked for Australia 17 March 1919

HT Plassy
Date discharged 12 June 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of Peter Mouchmore (Bay Street fisherman), 

brother of Jack Arthur Mouchemore, 
cousin of Edward Mouchemore & Benjamin 
Mouchemore
Also served in WW2 (VX133211)
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Private (Pte) 94 Jack Arthur Mouchemore enlisted in the 37th Infantry Battalion in the 10th

Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Melbourne on 7 February 1916. He 
embarked overseas on 3 June and disembarked in Plymouth on 25 July, where he was 
admitted to the Military Hospital with rheumatism from 31 July – 2 September.

He rejoined the battalion and sailed to France on 22 November. He was slightly wounded (no 
details) at Armentieres on 29 December 1916 but did not require medical attention. He was 
admitted to the 4th Stationary Hospital at Arques with scabies from 5 January – 2 March 1917 
and rejoined the unit on 6 March, where he was appointed Lance Corporal. He was further 
promoted to Corporal (Cpl) on 27 May. 

The battalion moved north to Belgium in early June in preparation for the attack on Messines 
Ridge on 7 June. At 3.10 am, 19 massive mines detonated under the German lines and the 
allies attacked and captured the ground in what was considered a well-planned attack. The 
37th Battalion alone suffered 402 casualties (71 killed) and Cpl Mouchemore was promoted to 
Lance Sergeant the next day, 8 June. 

On 26 June he was promoted to Sergeant and on 22 July, he was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant (2nd Lt), then proceeded on two weeks leave in Paris from 25 September – 7 
October 1917.

The battalion’s next action, an attack on the village of Passchendaele on 12 October 1917, 
was a disaster. The soldiers were subjected to German artillery fire while they waited then, 
once the attack commenced, were pinned by machine gun fire, and hindered by deep mud, so 
made no headway at all, at a cost to the 37th Battalion of another 250 casualties (71 killed).

Things quietened down at the conclusion of Third Ypres and the Australians used the next 
few months to recuperate and re-train. 2nd Lt Mouchemore was also promoted to Lieutenant 
(Lt) on 26 October and then enjoyed leave in England between 14 – 28 January 1918. 

The scabies returned and he was hospitalised from 31 January – 20 February. Shortly after his 
return, on 24 March the 3rd Division rushed south to help stem the German advances on the 
Somme. While the main thrust of the German offensive had petered out by the time they 
arrived, and only minor skirmishes ensued, the battalion remained in the area for several 
months.

The 37th Battalion was Brigade reserve for the Amiens offensive on 8 August and played no 
active part. It did, however, take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on 10 August, 
where another 103 casualties were sustained. 

The front line kept moving east and from 28 – 31 August 1918 the battalion supported the 2nd

Division’s left flank in an action near Clery-sur-Somme, during which Lt Mouchemore 
sustained a gunshot wound to his left leg. He was evacuated to England where he was treated 
at the 3rd London General Hospital between 1 September – 26 November 1918. Not long 
afterwards, he embarked for Australia on 14 January 1919.

Jack Arthur Mouchemore
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Name: Mouchemore, Jack Arthur
Service Number 94
Date enlisted 7 February 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 37th Infantry Battalion 
Date and ship embarked for overseas 3 June 1916

HMAT A34 Persic
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Field Company Submarine Mines, Queenscliff, 1913

Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years, 6 months (4/8/1894)
Place of birth Portsea, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Seaman (Melbourne Harbor Trust)
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Mouchemore, Mr Peter, father, 

118 Farrell Street, Port Melbourne, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Port Melbourne, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, dark hair, hazel eyes, height – 5 

feet 8 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 11 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant
Final Unit 37th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 30 August 1918

Clery sur Somme, France
Nature of wounds Gunshot wound to left leg
Date and ship embarked for Australia 14 January 1919

HT City of York
Date discharged 6 April 1919
Nature of discharge Appointment Terminated
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of Peter Mouchmore (Bay Street fisherman), 

brother of Herbert Mouchemore, cousin of Edward 
Mouchemore & Benjamin Mouchemore
Listed on the Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll 
and The Melbourne Harbor Trust Commissioners 
Roll of Honour, Williamstown

Lieutenant Jack Arthur Mouchemore disembarked in Melbourne on 27 February, where his 
commission in the AIF was formally terminated on 6 April 1919.
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Private (Pte) 373 Julius Patching enlisted in the 10th Machine Gun Company in Melbourne on 
25 July 1916. He embarked overseas on 20 October and disembarked in Devonport, England, 
via Sierra Leone, on 28 December, where he joined the Machine Gun Details Camp.

On 13 February 1917, he was transferred and taken on strength of the 4th Machine Gun 
Company (MG Coy) in the 4th Infantry Brigade of the 4th Australian Division at Perham 
Downs. He left England on 7 September and arrived in France the next day, where he joined 
the 4th MG Coy in the field at Verchin. MG Companies were equipped with 16 Vickers 
medium machine guns, which were mounted on tripods and served by crews of between three 
and six. They were not easily portable and were generally used in prepared, fixed positions.

The 4th MG Coy moved into the line east of Ypres on 23 September and participated in the 
Battle of Polygon Wood on 26 September. They left the line on 29 September, having 
sustained 23 casualties (nine killed). Pte Patching was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl) 
on 27 November 1917.

As a result of the German breakthrough on the Somme, the company was placed on alert for a 
move at short notice on 21 March 1918. They moved south on 25 March and entered the 
village of Hebuterne later the next day. The Germans attacked in force at noon on 27 March, 
but the line held. Over the next seven days, the 4th Brigade, including the 4th MG Coy, 
repulsed several more German attacks and ultimately held the village, where they remained 
until May. During this period the designation of the company also changed to 4th Machine 
Gun Battalion.

The battalion moved to Vaire Wood in early July and participated in the Battle of le Hamel on 
4 July, where they fired 10,000 rounds and sustained 13 casualties. They also took part in the 
allies’ major offensive from Amiens on 8 August, for the loss of another 19 casualties. 

L Cpl Patching was granted leave in England from 13 September – 1 October, by which time 
the battalion had already left the line for the last time. 

He was detached to 4th Division Headquarters from 14 – 28 October and then embarked for 
England on 6 March 1919, where he was granted special leave from 20 March – 1 August to 
learn livestock management on the island of Jersey. 

Lance Corporal 373 Julius Patching embarked for Australia on 2 August and disembarked in 
Melbourne on 22 September, where he was discharged from the AIF on 6 November 1919.

Julius (Judy) Patching
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Name: Patching, Julius (Judy)
Service Number 373
Date enlisted 25 July 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 10th Machine Gun Company
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 October 1916

HMAT A17 Port Lincoln
Previous military service 69th Battalion – CMF 
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 5 months (1/2/1896)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Motor driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Patching, Mr Alex (father), 

Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 4 inches, weight – 8 stone, 5 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 4th Machine Gun Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 2 August 1919

HT Argyllshire
Date discharged 6 November 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 14/4/1980. 

Also served in WW2 (V379202).
Listed on the Point Lonsdale War Memorial and 
Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honor.
Son of Alexander Patching (Bay Street fisherman).
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Private (Pte) 2780 George Cyril Samson enlisted in the 24th Battalion in Queenscliff on 10 
July 1915. He embarked overseas on 27 October and disembarked in Egypt about four weeks 
later, where he was subsequently transferred and taken on strength of the 8th Infantry 
Battalion in the 2nd Brigade of the 1st Australian Division on 24 February 1916.

The 8th Battalion left Egypt on 26 March and arrived at Marseilles on 31 March 1916. On 11 
May the battalion moved into the front line at Fleurbaix for the first time. When relieved on 
29 May they left the line having sustained 17 casualties (six killed). They then moved into 
Belgium and held the line near Messines from 24 June – 4 July, for the loss of another 85 
men, including 19 killed.

The battalion moved to the Somme on 10 July and entered the support trenches at Pozieres in 
the early hours of 23 July 1916, and the village itself later the same night, where they were 
subjected to a continuous artillery barrage for four days and sustained 363 casualties, 
including 81 killed and 16 missing. 

On 18 August, the 8th Battalion was ordered to attack the trenches on the flanks of the 
German stronghold of Mouquet Farm. The assault failed, at a cost to the battalion of 211 
casualties, including 57 killed or missing, after which they left the line.

George Cyril Samson

Group portrait of the 8th Battalion Band in front of an estaminet [inn] at Bouffioulx in Chatelet. 
Identified third from left in the back row is Pte 2780 George Samson, 1917.
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Pte Samson accidentally injured his right knee on 14 October and was admitted to the 14th

General Hospital at Wimereux on 16 October. He was transferred to the Edmonton Military 
Hospital in Middlesex from 17 October – 13 November, after which he was granted leave 
until 29 November. He returned to France on 1 January 1917 and rejoined the 8th Battalion at 
Buire on 7 January. 

The battalion moved north to Belgium in September and participated in the Battle of Menin 
Road on 20 – 21 September 1917, where they achieved all their objectives and captured 300 
Germans and 14 machine guns, at the cost of 229 casualties (29 killed or missing). 

Two weeks later, the battalion was back in action at Broodseinde Ridge on 4 October, where 
they again pushed the Germans back and successfully held the captured ground (including 
300 prisoners, four field guns and 11 machine guns) for the loss of 201 battalion casualties.

Pte Samson was granted leave in France from 10 – 26 January 1918, after which the battalion 
remained in the north for several months. 

On 5 April, the 1st Division was headed south in response to the Spring Offensive, when news 
of second German breakthrough in the north meant they had to immediately turn around to 
meet it. They made it back just in time to establish defences and stop the Germans east of 
Hazebrouck between 14 – 18 April. The 8th Battalion lost 129 men (27 killed or missing).

On 26 April, Pte Samson was found guilty of being drunk while on active duty and being in a 
town out of bounds to British troops. He was sentenced to 28 days’ Field Punishment No.2, 
which involved hard manual labour for several hours a day.

In early August, the battalion again moved south to the Somme to participate in the upcoming 
allied offensive from Amiens. The 8th Battalion entered the attack on 9 August and captured 
the villages of Rosieres and Lihons between 9 – 11 August at a cost of 282 men, including 49 
killed. Two weeks later, on 23 August, the battalion took part in the 1st Division’s successful 
assault on Chuignes, for the loss of a further 256 casualties (29 killed). 

On 18 September, the 1st and 4th Divisions attacked the Hindenburg Outpost Line, which was 
in fact the old British line overrun by the Germans in late March. The 8th Battalion was in 
reserve and provided stretcher bearer teams, after which they left the line for the final time. 

Pte Samson was granted further leave in England from 28 December – 19 January 1919, after 
which he departed France for the last time on 5 March and sailed for Australia on 12 May.

Private 2780 George Cyril Samson disembarked in Melbourne on 29 June, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 21 August 1919.
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Name: Samson, George Cyril
Service Number 2780
Date enlisted 10 July 1915
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 27 October 1915

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 11 months (1/8/1893)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Painter
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Samson, Mrs Ellen (mother), 

Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Sallow complexion, black hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 2 inches, weight – 7 stone, 4 lbs, chest 
measurement – 32/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 8th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 12 May 1919

HT Soudan
Date discharged 21 August 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 8 November 1935.

Listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor 
and the Geelong Operative Painters & Decorators 
Union of Australasia Sub-Branch Honor Roll
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Robert Samuel Shapter enlisted in the AIF at Moonee Ponds on 18 June 1917 but was 
rejected for military service later the same day. 

The reason is unclear from his service record, but he had previously been rejected due to a 
“bad leg”.

Robert Samuel Shapter

Name: Shapter, Robert Samuel
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 18 June 1917
Place enlisted Moonee Ponds, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit n/a
Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Previously rejected due to a bad leg

Stated age/DOB (if known) 22 years
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Shapter, Mrs Kate (mother), 

Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Bridge Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 7 inches, weight – 10 stone, 12 lbs, chest 
measurement – 36/38 inches

Date discharged 18 June 1917
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (details unknown)
Notes
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Private (Pte) 2528 Francis George Stephens enlisted in the 59th Infantry Battalion in the 15th

Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Queenscliff on 22 May 1916. He embarked 
overseas on 25 September and disembarked in Plymouth on 11 November, where he joined 
the 15th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire.

He left England on 16 January 1917 and landed in France the next day, where he was taken 
on strength of the 59th Battalion, in the field near Flers, on 22 January. 

Following the German withdrawal to their new defences on the Hindenburg Line in late 
March, the 59th Battalion entered the line to defend newly captured territory near Bullecourt 
between 10 – 13 May 1917, during which time they sustained 137 casualties, one of whom 
was Pte Stephens who sustained a shrapnel wound to his left eye. He was treated at the 22nd

General Hospital at Camiers between 14 – 17 May and rejoined the battalion on 8 June.

The battalion spent several weeks resting in the Sercus area during August and September 
(where Pte Stephens was also promoted to Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on 17 August) then moved 
into Belgium in late September.

By 25 September the battalion had reached Westhoek Ridge and then, at 5.50am on 26 
September they participated in the 4th and 5th Division’s successful attack on Polygon Wood. 
The 59th Battalion suffered 268 casualties in the attack, including 68 men killed or missing.

Francis George Stephens
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Back in camp following the action, L/Cpl Stephens was further promoted to Corporal (Cpl) 
on 7 October. Three days later the battalion was involved in salvage work in front of the 
Ypres Canal when Cpl Stephens sustained a shrapnel wound to his left leg on 10 October. 

He was evacuated to the 24th General Hospital at Etaples from 11 – 15 October. After 
spending several weeks at various convalescent depots, he rejoined the 59th Battalion, out of 
the line and resting at Lindenhoek, on 26 November. He was then granted leave in England 
from 31 January – 18 February 1918.

Following news of the German breakthrough on the Somme, on 24 March, the battalion was 
on the march from Meteren to Bailleul when a single German shell landed among them and 
wounded seven men, one of whom was Cpl Stephens who was gassed. He was admitted to 
the 7th General Hospital at St Omer between 26 March – 9 April, then rejoined the battalion, 
which had moved south and was fighting near Villers-Bretonneux, on 26 April. 

On 4 July, during the attack on le Hamel to the south, the 15th Brigade, including the 59th

Battalion, was involved in a feint north of the Somme at Ville sur Ancre. The battalion 
achieved all their objectives for the loss of 65 casualties (16 killed).

Cpl Stephens was seconded for duty with the 4th (British) Army Scouting Observation & 
Sniping School from 13 July – 2 August, when he returned to the 59th Battalion.

During the allies’ August offensive from Amiens, the 5th Division (which included the 59th

Battalion) “passed through” the 3rd Division and continued the advance for several 
kilometres, capturing the villages of Harbonnieres and Vauvillers on 9 August, for the loss of 
110 battalion casualties, one of whom was Cpl Stephens, who received shrapnel wounds to 
his back and right thigh on 8 August.

He was initially evacuated to the 2nd Canadian Stationary Hospital at Outreau on 10 August, 
then transferred to England where he was admitted to the Edmonton Military Hospital from 
12 – 28 August. 

He was moved to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford from 28 August – 30 September and 
then transferred to the No. 2 Convalescent Depot at Weymouth, where he spent the remainder 
of the war.

Corporal 2528 Francis George Stephens embarked for Australia on 8 November 1918 and 
disembarked in Melbourne on 29 December, where he was medically discharged from the 
AIF on 2 February 1919.
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Name: Stephens, Francis George
Service Number 2528
Date enlisted 22 May 1916
Place enlisted Queenscliff, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 59th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 25 September 1916

HMAT A9 Shropshire
Previous military service Senior cadets and 69th Infantry Battalion (CMF)
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 2 months (9/2/1897)
Place of birth Point Lonsdale, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Student
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Stephens, Mr George, father, 

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 

height – 5 feet 9 ¾ inches, weight – 7 stone, 12 lbs, 
chest measurement – 31/34 inches

Final Rank Corporal
Final Unit 59th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and place wounded 13 May 1917 – Bullecourt, France
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to left eye
Date and place wounded (2) 10 October 1917 – Ypres, Belgium
Nature of wounds (2) Shrapnel wound to left leg
Date and place wounded (3) 24 March 1918 – near Bailleul, France 
Nature of wounds (3) Gassed
Date and place wounded (4) 8 August 1918 – Harbonnieres, France
Nature of wounds (4) Shrapnel wound to back and right thigh
Date and ship embarked for Australia 8 November 1918

HMHS Gaika
Date discharged 2 February 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (wounds)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of George Taylor Stephens (S/N 6896)

Remembered on the Queenscliff Methodist Church 
Honor Roll and Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor. 
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Private (Pte) 6896 George Taylor Stephens enlisted in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Brunswick on 27 February 1917, aged 
almost 44 years. 

He embarked overseas on 11 May and disembarked at Devonport on 20 July, where he joined 
the 6th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Fovant Camp in Wiltshire.

After almost five months of training, Pte Stephens departed England on 4 December and 
landed in France the next day, where he was taken on strength of the 22nd Battalion, resting in 
the field near Mount Kemmel, on 11 December 1917.

After a long period of rest and following news of the Spring Offensive in late March 1918, 
the 22nd Battalion was rushed south and arrived at Dernancourt on 7 April, where battalion 
orders were issued and simply read, “There will be no withdrawal. Every bit of ground will be 
fought for.” As it turned out the main German offensive had already petered out by then.

On 19 May 1918, the 6th Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the 
front line around Morlancourt. The 22nd Battalion was heavily involved in the assault, which 
was considered a complete success with 330 Germans and 45 machine guns captured. Overall 
22nd Battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed). 

By 16 July the battalion had moved to the Aubigny area and while here it was subjected to a 
three-hour German mustard gas bombardment and sustained another 200 casualties. 

The 22nd Battalion was down to only 120 riflemen when, on 18 August, it was ordered to 
capture the village of Herleville. Not surprisingly, the action only partially succeeded, and the 
battalion lost another 60 men – 19 killed and 41 wounded or captured. 

Subsequently strengthened by reinforcements, the battalion was again ordered into the line on 
27 August, where they helped to advance the line another 1,500 yards east of Cappy, and then 
another 2,000 yards the next day to Black Wood. 

On 31 August the battalion moved to a support position near Clery-sur-Somme, north-west of 
Mont St Quentin. Given its depleted state the 22nd Battalion was the 6th Brigade reserve for 
the Australian assault on 1 September, so they were mainly involved in carrying duties during 
the famous attack. 

The battalion then took part in the last action fought by the AIF on the Western Front, the 
Battle of Montbrehain, on 5 October 1918. In a short, but difficult fight, all the objectives 
were achieved by around 10.00 am, for the loss of 87 battalion casualties (22 killed). 

That night, the battalion left the line for the final time and Pte Stephens was subsequently 
granted leave in England from 2 – 22 December 1918.

He returned to England on 16 May 1919 and embarked for Australia on 7 July.

George Taylor Stephens
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Name: Stephens, George Taylor
Service Number 6896
Date enlisted 27 February 1917
Place enlisted Brunswick, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 11 May 1917

HMAT A11 Ascanius
Stated age/DOB (if known) 43 years, 6 months
Place of birth Ballarat, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Methodist 
Next of kin and address Stephens, Mrs May, wife, 

Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Hobson Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, blue eyes, height 

– 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 8 stone, 12 lbs, chest 
measurement – 34/37 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 7 July 1919

HT Chemnitz
Date discharged 5 October 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Remembered on the Queenscliff Methodist Church 

Honor Roll.
Died 19 April 1925 (at sea).
Father of Francis George Stephens (SN 2528).

Private 6896 George Taylor Stephens disembarked in Melbourne on 5 September, where he 
was discharged from the AIF on 5 October 1919.
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Leslie Edwin Stephens enlisted in the AIF in Hawthorn on 24 May 1918. 

On 9 June, his mother wrote to the Army objecting to his enlistment and making a case for 
his return from camp to support the family. 

After initially disallowing the objection, the Army later agreed to release Leslie Stephens 
from his obligations, and he was discharged from the AIF on 24 June 1918.

Leslie Edwin Stephens

Name: Stephens, Leslie Edwin
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 24 May 1918
Place enlisted Hawthorn, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit n/a
Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas
Previous military service 4 years senior cadets

6 months – 34th Field Engineers, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years, 6 months (24/10/1898)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Telephonist – Postal Department
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Stephens, Mrs Beatrice May (mother), 

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, sandy hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 7 inches, weight – 9 stone, 12 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/37 inches

Date discharged 24 June 1918
Nature of discharge Underage (parental objection)
Notes Son of Samuel Edwin Stephens 

(Beach Street fisherman)
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Private (Pte) 3425 Wesley Albert Arnold Thwaites enlisted in the 38th Infantry Battalion in the 
10th Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Melbourne on 1 August 1917. He 
embarked overseas on 22 December and disembarked in Egypt on 16 January 1918.

He departed Egypt on 24 January and landed at Taranto, Italy on 2 February. From there he 
sailed to England, where he disembarked at Southampton on 14 February, then joined the 10th

(Brigade) Training Battalion in Wiltshire.

He proceeded to France on 6 May, where he was taken on strength of the 38th Battalion, in the 
field at Ribemont, on 9 May 1918. 

The 38th Battalion was 10th Brigade reserve for the allies’ Amiens offensive on 8 August and 
played no active part. It did however take part in the unsuccessful attack on Proyart on 10 
August, where 107 casualties were sustained (including 25 killed or missing). 

The front line kept moving forward and from 28 – 31 August 1918 the 38th Battalion 
supported the 2nd Division’s left flank in an action near Clery-sur-Somme, about 4km north-
west of Mont St Quentin, at the cost of another 150 casualties. 

On 29 September, Pte Thwaites became ill with broncho pneumonia and was hospitalised at 
the 2nd General Hospital at le Havre from 1 – 26 October. He was transferred to England the 
next day, where he was admitted to the Graylingwell War Hospital in Chichester between 29 
October – 16 November, after which he was granted leave from 16 – 30 November. 

He had obviously not fully recovered from his illness as he was subsequently diagnosed with 
effort syndrome and embarked for Australia on 18 December 1918.

Wesley Albert Arnold Thwaites
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Name: Thwaites, Wesley Albert Arnold
Service Number 3425
Date enlisted 1 August 1917
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 38th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 22 December 1917

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

4 years senior cadets
1 year - 69th Battalion, CMF

Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years (17/7/1898)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Baker
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Thwaites, Mr William John (father), 

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, fair hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 3 ½ inches, weight – 7 stone, 8 lbs, chest 
measurement – 31/34 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 38th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Italy, France
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 18 December 1918

HT Aeneas
Date discharged 20 February 1919
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (effort syndrome)
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Grandson of John Thwaites (Wharf Street 

fisherman), brother of William Eric Thwaites.
Also served in WW2 (V14839).
Listed on the Queenscliff Methodist Church Honor 
Roll

Private 3425 Wesley Albert Arnold Thwaites disembarked in Melbourne on 5 February, 
where he was medically discharged from the AIF on 20 February 1919.
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Name: Thwaites, William Eric
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 16 May 1918
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit n/a
Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 2 months (8/3/1900)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Thwaites, Mr William John (father), 

Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Hesse Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 4 inches, weight – 8 stone, 3 lbs, chest 
measurement – 32 inches

Date discharged 16 May 1918
Nature of discharge Medically Unfit (inadequate physique)
Notes Grandson of John Thwaites (Wharf Street 

fisherman), brother of Wesley Albert Thwaites S/N 
3425

William Eric Thwaites enlisted in the AIF at Geelong on 16 May 1918 but was rejected for 
military service later the same day due to a poor physique (inadequate chest expansion).

William Eric Thwaites
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Reginald McGregor Todd enlisted, and was accepted, in the AIF in Melbourne on 16 
November 1915, but he never attended a recruit depot. At some stage his enlistment was 
cancelled, likely at his own request, because he joined the Mercantile Marine in early 1916.

In the employment of the British India Steam Navigation Company, he was later 
commissioned as a Lieutenant Engineer and was serving on HT (Hired Transport) Surada
when it was torpedoed and sunk off Port Said, Egypt by the German U-Boat U-74 on 2 
November 1918, the last merchant ship lost during World War I.

He survived the sinking, but no other details of his wartime service are known.

Reginald McGregor Todd

HT Surada
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Name: Todd, Reginald McGregor
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 16 November 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit n/a
Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

3 years senior cadets
3 years – 34th Field Engineers, CMF

Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years, 4 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Mechanical Engineer
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Todd, Mr Ernest, father, 

Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address 189 Westgarth Street, Northcote, Victoria
Appearance Pale complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 6 inches, weight – 9 stone, 7 lbs, 
chest measurement – 31/33 inches

Honours/medals Mercantile Marine Medal, British War Medal
Notes Son of Ernest Todd (Wharf Street fisherman), cousin 

of Sydney William Todd.Joined the Mercantile 
Marine with the British India Steam Navigation 
Company in early 1916 and was subsequently 
commissioned as a Lieutenant Engineer.
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Sydney William Todd enlisted in the AIF in Geelong on 29 April 1918.

On his Attestation Form he had overstated his age by five months, but this was subsequently 
discovered by the authorities, and his enlistment was cancelled on 6 May 1918 as he was 
under the age of 18 years. 

Sydney William Todd

Name: Todd, Sydney William
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 29 April 1918
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit n/a
Date and ship embarked Did not embark overseas
Previous military service 4 years senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years (5/9/1900)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Horse Driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Todd, Mr Walter (father), 

“Rainga”, Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia “Rainga”, Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height 

– 5 feet 5 inches, weight – 8 stone, 8 lbs, chest 
measurement – 31/34 inches

Date discharged 6 May 1918
Nature of discharge Underage
Notes Son of fisherman, cousin of Reginald McGregor 

Todd. 
Enlisted as a Sapper in the Royal Australian 
Engineers at Swan Island on 16 August 1920 
(S/N 653)
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Private (Pte) 4564 Stanley Ernest Wayth enlisted in the 22nd Infantry Battalion in the 6th

Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 17 January 1916. He 
embarked overseas on 7 March and disembarked in Egypt on 10 April 1916.

His service record is unclear as to exactly when he left Egypt, but he was hospitalised in 
England, initially at Fargo and then at Bulford, with bronchial influenza between 2 October – 
3 December. Not long after, he was back at Bulford Hospital with venereal disease on 26 
December, where he remained until 19 March 1917.

He left England on 22 May and landed in France the next day, where he was taken on 
strength of the 22nd Battalion, in the field at Bouzaincourt, on 12 June 1917. 

On 12 September, the battalion moved north to Belgium to take part in the 1st and 2nd

Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, east of Ypres. The dawn attack on 20 September 
1917 was successful and the Australians advanced 1,500 metres and captured their objectives, 
albeit at a cost of over 5,000 casualties. The 22nd Battalion, held mostly in reserve, 
nevertheless lost 33 killed and 63 wounded. 

On the night of 3 October 1917, the 22nd Battalion moved into front line positions near 
Zonnebeke, Belgium in readiness for their involvement for the next phase of Third Ypres. At 
6.00 am the next day, the Australians attacked behind a creeping barrage and captured the 
high ground of Broodseinde Ridge. The 22nd Battalion alone captured 200 German prisoners 
and 14 heavy machine guns, for the loss of 239 casualties of their own, including 82 killed.

Pte Wayth was treated for gastritis at the 5th Field Ambulance from 23 October – 2 November, 
then transferred to the 18th General Hospital at Camiers where he was admitted with myalgia 
from 4 November – 8 December 1917. After a period of recuperation, he rejoined the 22nd

Battalion, in the field at Lavieville, on 20 April 1918.

On 19 May 1918, the 6th Brigade attacked the village of Ville-sur-Ancre to straighten out the 
front line around Morlancourt. The 22nd Battalion was heavily involved in the assault which 
was considered a complete success with 330 Germans and 45 machine guns captured. Overall 
22nd Battalion casualties totalled 195 (including 30 killed). 

By 16 July the battalion had moved to the Aubigny area and while here it was subjected to a 
three-hour German mustard gas bombardment and sustained another 200 casualties. Pte 
Wayth then proceeded on two week’s leave in France from 11 August. While on leave he 
contracted venereal disease and was hospitalised at the 39th General Hospital at le Havre from 
6 September – 8 November, after which he rejoined the 22nd Battalion, now out of the line.

He returned to England on 12 April 1919 and embarked for Australia on 29 May. 

Private 4564 Stanley Ernest Wayth disembarked in Melbourne on 22 July, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 5 September 1919.

Stanley Ernest Wayth
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Name: Wayth, Stanley Ernest
Service Number 4564
Date enlisted 17 January 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 7 March 1916

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Previous military service 1 year – Field Company Submarine Mines
Stated age/DOB (if known) 31 years, 6 months (28/6/1883)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Fisherman
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Wayth, Mrs Sarah (wife), 

Stokes Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Stokes Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, height – 

5 feet 6 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 7 lbs, chest 
measurement – 32/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 22nd Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 29 May 1919

HT Rio Negro
Date discharged 5 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Died 13 June 1932.

Played 1 game for Geelong in VFL (1903).
Listed on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of 
Honor



68

Private (Pte) 3498 Edward Thomas Werry enlisted in the 57th Infantry Battalion in the 15th

Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Melbourne on 19 February 1917. He 
embarked overseas on 21 June and disembarked in Liverpool on 26 August, where he joined 
the 15th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp in Wiltshire.

After four months training, he left England on 18 December and landed in France the next 
day, where he was taken on strength of the 57th Battalion, resting near Doudeauville, on 25 
December 1917.

As news of the German Spring offensive on the Somme filtered through, the Australian units 
in the north were put on alert and then rushed south to meet it. The 57th Battalion arrived at 
Corbie on 30 March 1918 and established their defences, although the peak of the assault had 
passed. 

The Germans however made one more concerted effort on 24 April, and they captured 
Villers-Bretonneux from the British units that were defending it. The capture of the village 
meant the Germans could now shell the crucial rail hub of Amiens.

The position needed to be rectified quickly and at 10.00 pm on 24 April 1918, the 13th and 
15th Brigades (including the 57th Battalion) staged a stunning, night-time counterattack at 
bayonet point and without artillery support. The Germans were stunned and, over the course 
of the next two days, eventually routed, as the Australians re-captured Villers-Bretonneux.

Edward Thomas Werry
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Overall 57th Battalion casualties numbered only 72 (12 killed) while German casualties were 
significantly higher. The German offensive on the Somme was at an end.

The 57th Battalion was mainly in reserve for the Amiens offensive on 8 August and the 
subsequent 15th Brigade assault on Peronne at the end of the same month. 

The battalion’s last major action, the joint Australian and American assault on the Hindenburg 
Line, occurred between 29 September – 1 October 1918, when the 5th Division (including the 
57th Battalion) passed through the American 30th Division and captured Bellicourt. They were 
relieved the next day and left the front line for the last time.

Pte Werry was granted leave in England from 26 October – 15 November and then promoted 
to Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on 18 February 1919.

He was seconded to a salvage party, recovering lost or damaged battlefield equipment, from 
26 February, but this was cut short when he was enrolled in an agriculture and animal 
husbandry course at No.14 (British) Veterinary Hospital, situated near Abbeville, from 5 – 30 
March 1919.

Lance Corporal 3498 Edward Thomas Werry sailed to England on 30 May and embarked for 
Australia on 24 July. He disembarked in Melbourne on 27 September, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 27 October 1919.

Breaking the Hindenburg Line by Frank Schoonover



70

Name: Werry, Edward Thomas
Service Number 3498
Date enlisted 19 February 1917
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 21 June 1917

HMAT A29 Suevic
Previous military service Four years senior cadets.

6 months 69th Infantry Battalion, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years, 6 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Methodist 
Next of kin and address Werry, Mrs Elizabeth, mother, 

Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Wharf Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 8 stone, 3 lbs, 
chest measurement – 31/35 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 24 July 1919

HT Bakara
Date discharged 27 October 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of Edward Werry (Wharf Street carter). 

Remembered on the Borough of Queenscliffe Roll 
of Honor and the Queenscliff Methodist Church 
Honor Roll
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Oliver James Woolford

Sapper (Spr) 10383 Oliver James Woolford enlisted in the 10th Field Company Engineers 
(FCE), in the 10th Infantry Brigade of the 3rd Australian Division in Melbourne on 6 May 
1916. 

Each infantry brigade had its own field engineer unit which undertook a broad range of tasks, 
including preparation and construction of defensive positions and command posts, trench and 
dugout excavation, erection of barbed wire obstacles, road and bridge construction and 
maintenance and water supply. 

Spr Woolford embarked overseas on 20 June and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 10 
August. He then proceeded to France on 23 November and travelled north to Armentieres and 
Houplines, where the company operated for several weeks. 

He was promoted to Lance Corporal on 10 May, and then again to Second Corporal (2nd Cpl) 
on 17 May 1917.

The 10th FCE moved to Ploegsteert on 5 June 1917 in support of the pending allied assault on 
Messines Ridge. At 3.10 am on 7 June, the ground shook following 19 massive mine 
detonations on the ridge, which obliterated the German lines. After the battle, the engineers 
went to work reconstructing dugouts and other infrastructure in the forward areas and were 
also used as carrying parties for ammunition and supplies.

It was while undertaking such a task that 2nd Corporal Oliver James Woolford was killed in 
action near Messines on 8 June 1917, and later buried at the Bethlehem Farm West Cemetery, 
also at Messines, Belgium.
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Name: Woolford, Oliver James
Service Number 10383
Date enlisted 6 May 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sapper
Initial Unit 10th Field Company Engineers
Date and ship embarked for overseas 20 June 1916

HMAT A54 Runic
Stated age/DOB (if known) 27 years, 11 months
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Married
Occupation Bricklayer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Woolford, Mrs Florence Gertrude, wife, 

Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address in Australia Beach Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Fresh complexion, black/grey hair, grey eyes, height 

– 5 feet 5 ¼ inches, weight – 8 stone, 10 lbs, chest 
measurement – 32/35 inches

Final Rank 2nd Corporal
Final Unit 10th Field Company Engineers
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 8 June 1917

Messines, Belgium
Cemetery details Bethlehem Farm West Cemetery Messines, Belgium 

Row A, Grave 18 
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes His wife was the daughter of Augustus Johnson 

(Beach Street fisherman). Listed on St George’s 
Anglican Church, Queenscliff Roll of Honour, 
Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll & Borough of 
Queenscliffe Roll of Honor
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Gunner (Gnr) 14618 Julius Caesar Zula enlisted in the 4th Field Artillery Brigade in Geelong 
on 12 January 1916. He embarked overseas on 4 May and disembarked in Egypt about four 
weeks later, where he joined the Artillery Training School at Tel el Kebir.  

He sailed for England on 1 August where he spent six weeks with the Australian Artillery 
Details Camp at Winchester, after which he was transferred to the 120th Howitzer Camp at 
Codford on 25 October. 

He departed England on 26 March 1917 and arrived in France the next day, where he was 
taken on strength of the 14th Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) in the 5th Australian Division, then 
in the field at near Bancourt, on 31 March. He was assigned to the 114th Howitzer Battery.

As the infantry followed the German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line in late March, the 
14th FAB supported a 58th Battalion action near Morchies on 24 March and the 2nd Division’s 
efforts against Lagnicourt the next day. The brigade then participated in the 2nd Division’s 
assault on Bullecourt on 3 May 1917, when they maintained a continuous protective barrage 
for 10 hours.

In mid-July the brigade travelled to Ypres, where they came under the command of the 15th

(Scottish) Division and supported British operations between July – September 1917. The 
brigade retired south to Etaples for a rest throughout December 1917 – January 1918. 

The 14th FAB returned to Belgium and took over the firing line at Messines in early February 
1918. They remained there until 27 March when moved south in response to the German 
Spring Offensive, with Gnr Zula on leave (16 March – 4 April) at the time. 

They reached Corbie on 6 April, where they established their field batteries in support of the 
5th Division infantry already in the area. On 24 April, a heavy German bombardment resulted 
in 54 casualties (6 killed) within the brigade. In addition, 83 horses and mules were killed and 
another 54 wounded. 

The 14th FAB remained in this area for several months then supported the successful attack on 
Le Hamel on 4 July. On 5 August they moved to positions east of Villers-Bretonneux to 
support the allied offensive set for 8 August. The assault was a complete success, and the 
forward movement of all units was quite rapid compared to previous engagements. It was 
also during this period that Gnr Zula was promoted to Driver (Dvr) on 16 August.

In mid-September 1918 the column came under the command of the 46th British (North 
Midland) Division, which famously crossed the Canal du Nord on 29 September, while the 
Australians and Americans were fighting just to the north.

While the AIF infantry units had fought their last battles on the Western Front by 5 October, 
the artillery units continued to operate under British Army control until they finally left the 
line on 23 October, following which Dvr Zula was granted additional leave in France 
between 5 – 19 February 1919. 

.

Julius Caesar Zula
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Name: Zula, Julius Caesar
Service Number 14618
Date enlisted 12 January 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Gunner
Initial Unit 4th Field Artillery Brigade
Date and ship embarked for overseas 4 May 1916

HMAT A17 Port Lincoln
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Royal Australian Field Artillery (serving)

Stated age/DOB (if known) 18 years 7 months (6/6/1897)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Electrical engineer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Zula, Mr George (father), 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, grey eyes, height – 

5 feet 3 ½ inches, weight – 8 stone, 5 lbs, chest 
measurement – 34 inches

Final Rank Driver
Final Unit 14th Field Artillery Brigade
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France, Belgium
Fate Returned to Australia
Date and ship embarked for Australia 22 May 1919

HT Durham
Date discharged 4 September 1919
Nature of discharge Termination of Period of Enlistment
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of fisherman, brother of Reuben Zula.

Also served in WW2 (V352551).
Listed on Borough of Queenscliffe Roll of Honor.

He departed France on 9 April and embarked for Australia on 22 May.

Driver 14618 Julius Caesar Zula disembarked in Melbourne on 21 July, where he was 
discharged from the AIF on 4 September 1919.



75

Private (Pte) 735 Reuben Zula enlisted in the 24th Infantry Battalion of the 6th Infantry 
Brigade in the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 16 March 1915. He embarked 
overseas on 10 May and arrived in Egypt about five weeks later. 

The 24th Battalion embarked for Gallipoli on 30 August and disembarked on 5 September, 
where they assumed defensive positions at Courtney’s, Quinn’s and Steele’s Posts. A week 
later they began a 14 week period of rotations (together with the 23rd Battalion) in and out of 
the trenches at Lone Pine. Pte Zula remained at Gallipoli until the final evacuation and 
arrived back in Egypt on 27 December 1915.

Pte Zula later contracted gastritis and was hospitalised for two weeks at Abbassia from 16 – 
31 March 1916. His service record is silent as to when he departed Egypt (the battalion left 
on 21 March while he was still in hospital) but we do know that he was hospitalised in 
England, initially at Parkhouse and then at Bulford, with venereal disease between 21 
October 1916 – 14 April 1917. 

He embarked for France on 8 August and rejoined the 24th Battalion, in the field at 
Wardrecques, on 31 August 1917, where preparations were already underway for the next 
major battle. After a period of rest, on 12 September, Pte Zula and the 24th Battalion moved 
north to Belgium to take part in the 1st and 2nd Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, 
east of Ypres. 

The pre-dawn attack on 20 September 1917 was successful, and the Australians advanced 
1,500 metres and captured all their objectives. The 24th Battalion, used mainly for carrying 
supplies and cable laying, nevertheless sustained 90 casualties during the day, including 14 
killed. 

Reuben Zula
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Name: Zula, Reuben
Service Number 735
Date enlisted 16 March 1915
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 May 1915

HMAT A14 Euripides
Stated age/DOB (if known) 24 years, 8 months (19/6/1890)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Driver
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Zula, Mr George (father), 

Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Permanent address Mercer Street, Queenscliff, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, dark brown hair, blue eyes, height 

– 5 feet 4 inches, weight – 9 stone, 4 lbs, chest 
measurement – 33/35 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 20 September 1917

Bellewaerde Ridge, 
near Ypres, Belgium

Cemetery details Hooge Crater Cemetery
Zillebeke, Belgium 
Plot IV, Row B, Grave 6

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Son of fisherman, brother of Julius Caesar Zula.

Listed on St George’s Anglican Church Roll of 
Honour and Queenscliff Fire Brigade Honor Roll

One of those killed was Pte Zula, who was laying communications cable when he was hit by 
German artillery fire near Bellewaerde Ridge. He was buried where he fell, however, the 
original grave was lost after the battle. After the war, his remains and dog tags were 
subsequently re-discovered in mid-1920.

Private 735 Reuben Zula was re-interred at the Hooge Crater Cemetery in Zillebeke, Belgium 
in June or July 1920.
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GlossarGlossary

GInfantry Battalion:              Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Billets: Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and 
stables

Infantry Brigade:  Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus 
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men 
at full strength)

Casualties:  Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are 
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military 
action

Corps:  Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Infantry Division:  Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters 
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical 
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff 
(~18,000 men at full strength)

Enfilade:  The position of trenches or troops making them subject to 
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Field Artillery Brigade:  Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to 
six) 18-pounder field guns

Flank: The left or right side of a body of troops

Light Horse Brigade:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus 
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and 
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Light Horse Regiment:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus 
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Trench Foot/Feet: Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet 
and cold conditions

Salient:  An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or 
line of defence

Shrapnel: Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Squadron (AFC):  Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18 
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full 
strength)

Squadron (LH):  Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130 
men (at full strength)

Taken on Strength: The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and 
accommodating him from that date
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