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Trooper (Tpr) 370 William Robert Allen enlisted in the 4th Light Horse (LH) Regiment in the 
4th Light Horse Brigade at Prahran on 19 August 1914. He embarked overseas on 19 October 
and disembarked at Alexandria on 11 December. 

The 4th Light Horse arrived on Gallipoli (as infantry reinforcements) on 21 May 1915 and 
moved into the trenches at Courtney’s Post two days later. They remained in the front line 
throughout June and in mid-July were withdrawn to Imbros for five days’ rest. 

During the August Offensive, the 4th LH occupied Ryrie’s Post and came under heavy Turkish 
artillery fire on 6 August, which cost the lives of five men, with nine others wounded. 
Whether due to the same incident or not is unclear, but Tpr Allen was later evacuated to 
Malta on 12 August, where he was hospitalised at the Royal Naval Hospital from 20 August – 
27 September and treated for septic sores arising from shrapnel wounds to his left hand and 
foot. He rejoined the 4th LH on Gallipoli on 25 October 1915.

In the end the Australians evacuated Gallipoli in late December and returned to Egypt, where 
Tpr Allen was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant (2nd Lt) on 26 March, then transferred 
and taken on strength of the 57th Infantry Battalion in the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th

Australian Division at Ferry Post on 29 April 1916. 

The 57th Battalion left Egypt on 17 June and arrived in Marseilles on 23 June. They moved 
into the line for the first time at Fleurbaix on 11 July and into reserve positions a week later. 

William Robert Allen
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On 19 July 1916 the 5th Australian Division attacked the German trenches at Fromelles and 
lost a staggering 5,533 men in 24 hours (with almost 2,000 killed and 470 captured). The 57th

Battalion, in reserve for the battle, was moved into the trenches on 20 July to defend against 
possible German counterattacks, which didn’t eventuate. 

Over the ensuing days and nights numerous small parties crept out under fire and recovered 
as many of their wounded comrades and as much discarded equipment as they could. The 57th

Battalion is estimated to have recovered between 300 – 400 men, at the cost of 127 casualties 
of their own (34 killed). The battalion manned the line for the next two months, during which 
time 2nd Lt Allen was promoted to Lieutenant (Lt) on 16 August 1916.

Throughout October – December, the battalion spent time in and out of the line in the Flers 
and Gueudecourt sectors, where the conditions were horrendous due to the incessant rain. 
The battalion was back in the line near Gueudecourt when Lt Allen was killed in action on 1 
February 1917. 

The 57th Battalion unit diary recorded the event as follows: "Front Line near Gueudecourt. 
During the night our trenches and the whole area were heavily shelled. 2 OR's killed, 5 OR's 
wounded. During the morning Lieutenant William Robert Allen was sniped through the head 
and killed."

Lieutenant William Robert Allen was subsequently buried at the Bernafay Wood British 
Cemetery, Montauban, France.

Lt Allen’s grave at Bernafay Wood British Cemetery, Montauban
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Name: Allen, William Robert
Service Number 370
Date enlisted 19 August 1914
Place enlisted Prahran, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Trooper
Initial Unit 4th Light Horse Regiment
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 October 1914

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Previous military service 5 years senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 8 months (8/12/1892)
Place of birth Kingston, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Engineer
Religion Church of England
Next of kin and address Allen, Mrs Maria, mother, 

Pine Grove, Kingston, Victoria
Permanent address Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, dark hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 11 inches, weight – 11 stone, 12 lbs, chest 
measurement – 38 inches

Final Rank Lieutenant
Final Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place wounded August 1915

Gallipoli, Turkey
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wounds to left hand and foot
Date and place died 1 February 1917

Gueudecourt, France
Cemetery details Bernafay Wood British Cemetery, 

Montauban, France
Row K, Grave 45

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the on the Barwon Rowing Club 

Honor Roll, Shire of Creswick Avenue of Honor, 
Geelong Grammar School Roll of Honor and 
Kingston State School Roll of Honor.
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Albert Naples Anderson was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant (2nd Lt) in the 8th Light 
Horse (LH) Regiment in the 3rd Light Horse Brigade in Melbourne on 24 December 1914. He 
embarked overseas on 12 February 1915 and disembarked in Egypt a few weeks later, where 
he was taken on strength of the 8th LH on 15 May.

Within weeks of the landings at Anzac Cove, the forces on Gallipoli were so depleted by 
battle casualties and illness that it was decided to reinforce them with Light Horse units from 
Egypt (without their horses given the terrain). The 8th LH departed Egypt on 16 May and 
disembarked at Gallipoli on 21 May, where they took over the front line at Walker’s Ridge. 
They held the line throughout June and sustained 47 casualties (17 killed) in that period.  

At some stage during the lead up to the August Offensive, 2nd Lt Anderson contracted 
dysentery and was evacuated to Egypt. He landed at Alexandria on 6 August, where he was 
hospitalised at the 19th General Hospital the same day. His condition deteriorated and he 
boarded a hospital ship for England on 19 August 1915, where he was hospitalised in London 
until 1 February 1916. 

During his illness, 2nd Lt Anderson lost 1 ½ stone in weight and was considered unfit for 
military service for at least three months. Based on that assessment, he left England on 17 
March and arrived back in Australia to recuperate on 30 April. 

2nd Lt Anderson subsequently recovered from his illness and re-embarked overseas on 31 
January 1917. He disembarked in Egypt on 3 March and rejoined the 8th LH Regiment, in the 
field at Tel el Marakeb, on 21 March, where he was also promoted to Lieutenant on 9 April. 

The 3rd LH participated in the Second Battle of Gaza on 19 April and incurred 81 casualties 
during the aborted attack, one of whom was Lt Anderson, who sustained gunshot wounds to 
his abdomen and groin. He was evacuated to the 24th Stationary Hospital in Kantara, Egypt, 
where he subsequently died of his wounds on 25 April 1917.

Albert Naples Anderson
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Name: Anderson, Albert Naples
Date enlisted 24 December 1914
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Second Lieutenant
Initial Unit 8th Light Horse Regiment
Date and ship embarked for overseas 12 February 1915

HMAT A26 Armadale
Previous military service 3 years - 29th Light Horse Regiment, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 29 years (18/12/1885)
Place of birth Dean, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Accountant
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Anderson, Mrs Helen, mother, 

“Narrawade”, Austin Park, Geelong, Vic.
Permanent address Corio Street, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Height – 5 feet 11 inches, weight – 11 stone, 8 lbs, 

chest measurement – 37 inches
Final Rank Lieutenant
Final Unit 8th Light Horse Regiment
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, Palestine
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 19 April 1917

Gaza, Palestine
Nature of wounds Gunshot wounds to abdomen & groin
Date and place died 25 April 1917

24th Stationary Hospital, Kantara, Egypt
Cemetery details Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt

Row D, Grave 49
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll, 

Geelong College Roll of Honor, Dean State School 
Honor Roll, St David’s Presbyterian Church Honor 
Roll (Newtown) and the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial.

Lieutenant Albert Naples Anderson was buried at the Kantara War Memorial Cemetery later 
the same day.
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Staff Sergeant Major (S/Sgt) 67 Andrew Ernest Ralph Barnfather enlisted in the 4th Light 
Horse (LH) Regiment in 4th Light Horse Brigade at Broadmeadows on 18 August 1914. He 
embarked overseas on 19 October and disembarked at Alexandria on 11 December. 

The 4th Light Horse arrived on Gallipoli (as infantry reinforcements) on 21 May 1915 and 
moved into the trenches at Courtney’s Post two days later. They remained in the front line 
throughout June and in mid-July were withdrawn to Imbros for five days’ rest. 

During the August Offensive, the 4th LH occupied Ryrie’s Post and came under heavy Turkish 
artillery fire on 6 August, which cost the lives of five men, with nine others wounded. The 
offensive failed, the stalemate ensued, and both sides remained dug in. 

In the end the Australians evacuated Gallipoli in late December 1915 and returned to Egypt, 
where S/Sgt Barnfather was transferred and taken on strength of the 58th Infantry Battalion in 
the 15th Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division on 26 March 1916, the same day he 
was also commissioned as a Second Lieutenant (2nd Lt).

The battalion left Egypt on 17 June and arrived in Marseilles on 23 June. They moved into 
the front line for the first time at Fleurbaix on 11 July. The battalion was in action again on 19 
July 1916 when ordered to charge the German trenches at Fromelles in support of its sister 
59th and 60th Battalions, both of which had been held up by German machine guns, and 
enfilade fire from the right, due to a failed British attack on that flank. 

Andrew Ernest Ralph Barnfather



8

The Fromelles episode was a disaster from start to finish, and cost the 58th Battalion 247 
casualties, including 80 killed or missing, one of whom was 2nd Lt Barnfather, who was killed 
in action during the assault. His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Second Lieutenant Andrew Ernest Ralph Barnfather is remembered on Panel 13 of the VC 
Corner Australian Cemetery Memorial at Fromelles, France.

Name: Barnfather, Andrew Ernest Ralph
Service Number 67
Date enlisted 18 August 1914
Place enlisted Broadmeadows, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Staff Sergeant Major
Initial Unit 4th Light Horse Regiment
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 October 1914

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Sergeant Major, 29th Light Horse, Geelong, CMF

Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years (6/8/1891)
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Carpenter
Religion Methodist
Next of kin and address Barnfather, Mr Andrew, father, 

60 Clarendon Street, Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address 60 Clarendon Street, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, yellowish eyes, 

height – 5 feet 8 inches, weight – 10 stone, chest 
measurement – 33/36 inches

Final Rank Second Lieutenant
Final Unit 58th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 19 July 1916

Fromelles, France
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on the VC Corner Australian 
Cemetery Memorial, Panel 13, Fromelles, France

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on The Geelong College Roll of Honor 

and Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll
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Private (Pte) Norman Joseph Fegan enlisted in the 24th Infantry Battalion in the 6th Infantry 
Brigade of the 2nd Australian Division in Melbourne on 2 September 1916. 

He embarked overseas on 23 November and disembarked in Plymouth, England on 29 
January 1917, where he joined the 6th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Lark Hill Camp and 
was appointed to an administrative role with the acting rank of Corporal. During this time he 
also contracted tonsilitis and was hospitalised at the Fargo Military Hospital from 13 – 27 
February.

He reverted to the rank of Private just before he embarked for France on 14 June, where he 
was taken on strength of the 24th Battalion, in the field at le Transloy, on 3 July 1917. 

After a period of rest, on 12 September, Pte Fegan and the 24th Battalion moved north to 
Belgium to take part in the 1st and 2nd Australian Division’s assault at Menin Road, east of 
Ypres. The pre-dawn attack on 20 September 1917 was successful, and the Australians 
advanced 1,500 metres and captured all their objectives. The 24th Battalion, used mainly for 
carrying supplies and cable laying, nevertheless sustained 90 casualties during the day, 
including 14 killed. 

On the night of 3 October 1917, the 24th Battalion moved into position near Zonnebeke, 
Belgium in readiness for the next phase of Third Ypres, the attack on Broodseinde Ridge the 
next day. The Australians, including the 24th Battalion, rose from their trenches at 6.00 am 
and ran headlong into a German attack that had also just commenced. The battalion history 
records that, “Our troops, with a desperation born of their impatience, charged into the 
surprised Germans with so much vigour that all who were not put out of action were rounded 
up as prisoners.” 

Norman Joseph Fegan
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Name: Fegan, Norman Joseph
Service Number 6311
Date enlisted 2 September 1916
Place enlisted Melbourne, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 23 November 1916

HMAT A20 Hororata
Previous military service 4 years senior cadets

3 years CMF – Sergeant Major
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 4 months
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Clerk
Religion Roman Catholic
Next of kin and address Fegan, Mr Francis, father, 

138 Skene Street, Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address 138 Skene Street, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Medium complexion, brown hair, brown eyes, 

height – 5 feet 7 inches, weight – 8 stone, 8 lbs, 
chest measurement – 32/36 inches

Final Rank Private
Final Unit 24th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 4 October 1917

Broodseinde Ridge, Belgium
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on Panel 23 of the 

Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll 

and the Geelong & District Peace Memorial

The attack continued and was a great success although it cost the battalion another 264 
casualties, including 49 killed in action, one of whom was Pte Fegan, whose body was not 
recovered, and he has no known grave.

Private 6311 Norman Joseph Fegan is remembered on Panel 23 of the Menin Gate Memorial, 
Ypres, Belgium.



Harold Bickley Drewe Hughes was born in Footscray and worked as a clerk with the London 
Bank in Geelong. In August 1914, Harold arrived in England with a troop of Mounted 
Cadets, on a privately funded tour, just before the Great War began. Within a fortnight of their 
arrival, each cadet had volunteered, and been accepted, for service in the British Army.

Harold initially enlisted as a Private in the Universities & Public Schools Corps and assisted 
with the instruction of recruits and as acting Adjutant to the Commanding Officer. 

In October, Pte Hughes was granted a commission as a Lieutenant with the 3rd Battalion, 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment, and he embarked for France in November. In February 1915, 
he was promoted to Captain and attached to the 2nd Battalion, Highland Light Infantry.

Harold Bickley Drewe Hughes

A section of the Festubert battlefield
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During the Battle of Festubert, a continuation of the failed British offensive against Aubers 
Ridge a week earlier, Capt Hughes was killed in action near La Bassee during a German 
artillery bombardment on 16 May 1915. He was one of 16,500 British, Canadian and Indian 
casualties sustained in the ultimately unsuccessful ten day battle. 

His body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Captain Harold Bickley Drewe Hughes is commemorated on Panel 6 of the Le Touret 
Memorial, Richebourg-l'Avoue, Bethune, Nord Pas de Calais, France.

Name: Hughes, Harold Bickley Drewe
Date enlisted August 1914
Place enlisted England, UK
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 28th London Regiment
Date embarked overseas November 1914
Previous military service Lieutenant – Senior cadets
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years
Place of birth Footscray, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Bank clerk
Permanent address Geelong, Victoria
Final Rank Captain
Final Unit 3rd Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment 

(attached to 2nd Battalion, Highland Light Infantry)
Theatres of war served in France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 16 May 1915

La Bassee, France
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Le Touret 

Memorial, Panel 6, Richebourg-l'Avoue, Bethune, 
Nord Pas de Calais, France

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll
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Francis Hope Lascelles

Frances Hope Lascelles was born in Geelong in 1892 and educated at Geelong Grammar 
School. At the completion of his schooling, he was employed as a wool broker in his father's 
firm, Dennys Lascelles Ltd.

In April 1915 he travelled to Sydney and embarked for England, where he subsequently 
enlisted in the 3rd (Prince of Wales) Dragoon Guards.

Shortly after this, he was granted a commission as a Lieutenant (Lt) in the Machine Gun 
Company of the 42nd Brigade of the Kings Royal Rifle Corps. He departed England on 8 
November 1915 and joined his battalion in France later that month, but little is known of his 
war service throughout 1916 and most of 1917.

We do know that Lt Lascelles was killed in action on 22 August 1917 at Zillebeke, Belgium 
during the 3rd Battle of Ypres, but his body was never recovered, and he has no known grave.

Lieutenant Francis Hope Lascelles is remembered on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the Missing 
at Zonnebeke, Belgium.
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Name: Lascelles, Francis Hope
Date enlisted June 1915
Place enlisted England, UK
Initial Unit 3rd (Prince of Wales) Dragoon Guards
Stated age/DOB (if known) 23 years
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Wool broker
Religion Church of England
Final Rank Lieutenant
Final Unit 42nd Brigade, Kings Royal Rifle Corps
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 22 August 1917

Zillebeke, Belgium
Cemetery details No known grave. Commemorated on the Tyne Cot 

Memorial to the Missing, Zonnebeke, Belgium.
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll, 

Geelong Grammar School Roll of Honor, Dennys 
Lascelles Roll of Honor and the All Saints Anglican 
Church Honor Roll, Newtown

Dennys Lascelles Ltd Roll of Honor (Geelong Wool Museum)
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John Charles Paul was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant (2nd Lt) in the AIF at Geelong 
on 19 August 1914 and allocated to the 8th Infantry Battalion in the 2nd Infantry Brigade of the 
1st Australian Division. 

He embarked overseas on 19 October and disembarked in Egypt on 8 December.

The battalion boarded troop trains to Cairo, and then travelled to the AIF camp at Mena, 
beneath the pyramids, where they undertook all manner of physical fitness and military 
training for the next few months. During this period, 2nd Lt Paul was also promoted to 
Lieutenant (Lt) on 1 February 1915.

On 5 April 1915, the 8th Battalion embarked for the island of Lemnos, where they practiced 
disembarking from the ship and climbing the local hills each day. On the night of 24 April, 
the troopships departed Mudros Harbour and sailed for Gallipoli.

At 7.30 am on 25 April 1915 the battalion disembarked from their transports into smaller 
boats and were towed toward the beaches. The 8th Battalion landed as part of the second wave 
and found the beach crowded with troops and wounded men. 

Eyewitness reports state that Lt Paul rushed forward with a group of men and engaged in the 
fighting around Bolton’s Ridge but was later shot and killed in action during the withdrawal 
that followed later that afternoon. The ground was lost, and his body was not recovered.

John Charles Paul
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Name: Paul, John Charles
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 19 August 1914
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Second Lieutenant
Initial Unit 8th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 October 1914

HMAT A24 Benalla
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

Lieutenant – 70th Infantry Battalion, CMF

Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years, 4 months (11/4/1893)
Place of birth Queenscliff, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Wool traveller
Next of kin and address Paul, Major John Keating, father, 

Largs Bay, Adelaide, SA
Permanent address in Australia c/- Dalgety & Co. Ltd, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Height – 6 feet, weight – 12 stone, 10 lbs, chest 

measurement – 39 inches
Final Rank Lieutenant
Final Unit 8th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 25 April 1915

Bolton’s Ridge, Gallipoli, Turkey
Cemetery details No known grave. 

Commemorated on the Lone Pine Memorial 
(Panel 30), Gallipoli, Turkey

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Geelong & District Peace 

Memorial, Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll, The 
Geelong College Roll of Honor and the Larg’s Bay 
St Albans Church Roll of Honor.

His skeletal remains were later discovered, and his identity disc removed, by men from the 9th

Battalion on 28 June, but he has no known grave. 

Lieutenant John Charles Paul is remembered on Panel 30 of the Lone Pine Memorial, 
Gallipoli.
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Private 335 James Alexander Reid enlisted in the 29th Infantry Battalion in the 8th Infantry 
Brigade of the 5th Australian Division at Geelong on 7 April 1915. He was promoted to 
Sergeant (Sgt) on 7 September, embarked overseas on 10 November and disembarked in 
Egypt on 7 December 1915.

After several months training, the battalion departed Egypt on 16 June 1916 and disembarked 
in Marseilles on 23 June, where they travelled north. They experienced their first taste of 
battle on the Western Front at Fromelles on 19 July 1916. Although in reserve and initially 
providing carrying and stretcher parties, the battalion was eventually committed to the failed 
attack for the loss of 216 casualties, including 52 killed, one of whom was Sgt Reid, who was 
killed in action in the German lines during the battle.

Originally recorded as having “No Known Grave” and commemorated at V.C. Corner 
Australian Cemetery Memorial, in 2010 Sergeant 335 James Alexander Reid’s remains were 
identified and interred in the Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery, France.

James Alexander Reid
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Name: Reid, James Alexander
Service Number 335
Date enlisted 7 April 1915
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 10 November 1915

HMAT A11 Ascanius
Previous military service 6 years - 70th Infantry Battalion, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 21 years
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Butcher
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Reid, Mr James, father, 

165 Malop Street, Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address 165 Malop Street, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, black hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 7 ½ inches, weight – 12 stone, chest 
measurement – 38 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 29th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in Egypt, France
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 19 July 1916

Fromelles, France
Cemetery details Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery, 

France 
Plot III, Row C, Grave 2

Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll, 

the Geelong & District Peace Memorial and St 
Andrews Presbyterian Church Honor Roll.
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Sergeant (Sgt) 180 Charles Murray Storrer enlisted in the 4th Light Horse (LH) Regiment in 
4th Light Horse Brigade at Broadmeadows on 18 August 1914. He embarked overseas on 19 
October and disembarked at Alexandria on 11 December. 

The 4th Light Horse arrived on Gallipoli (as infantry reinforcements) on 21 May 1915 and 
moved into the trenches at Courtney’s Post two days later.

On 5 June 1915, the 4th LH was in the centre of the line facing German Officer’s Ridge when 
they came under a heavy Turkish artillery bombardment which caused numerous casualties, 
one of whom was Sgt Storrer who was hit in the head by shrapnel. He was eventually 
evacuated but died of his wounds later the same day.

Sergeant 180 Charles Murray Storrer was subsequently buried at Beach Cemetery, Gallipoli.

Charles Murray Storrer

Original grave of Sgt Charles Storrer at Beach Cemetery, Gallipoli
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Name: Storrer, Charles Murray
Service Number 180
Date enlisted 18 August 1914
Place enlisted Broadmeadows, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Sergeant
Initial Unit 4th Light Horse Regiment
Date and ship embarked for overseas 19 October 1914

HMAT A18 Wiltshire
Previous military service 2 years – 29th Light Horse Regiment, CMF
Stated age/DOB (if known) 20 years
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Wool clerk
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Storrer, Mr Henry, father, 

Moorabool, Street, Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address Moorabool, Street, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Dark complexion, brown hair, yellowish eyes, 

height – 6 feet 1 inches, weight – 12 stone, 6 lbs, 
chest measurement – 36/40 inches

Final Rank Sergeant
Final Unit 4th Light Horse Regiment
Theatres of war served in Egypt, Gallipoli
Fate Died of wounds
Date and place wounded 5 June 1915

Gallipoli, Turkey
Nature of wounds Shrapnel wound to the head
Date and place died 5 June 1915

Gallipoli, Turkey
Cemetery details Beach Cemetery, Gallipoli, Turkey

Plot I, Row J, Grave 25
Honours/medals 1914/15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Brother of Captain HH Storrer.

Also listed on the Geelong & District Peace 
Memorial, Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll, The 
Geelong College Roll of Honor, the Anglesea War 
Memorial, Anglesea Recreation & Sports & Club 
Honor Roll and St David’s Presbyterian Church 
Honor Roll (Newtown).
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Henry Haigh Storrer enlisted in the AIF on 1 October 1916 and was commissioned as a 
Lieutenant (Lt) in the Australian Flying Corps (AFC) at Laverton. 

He embarked overseas on 25 October and disembarked in Plymouth on 28 December, where 
he joined No. 29 Reserve Squadron, Royal Flying Corps (RFC) at Carlton, for the purposes 
of “higher education in aviation”, from 8 January – 24 March 1917.

He then attended a further course of instruction with No. 44 Squadron, RFC at Harlaxton 
from 24 April – 9 May, after which he joined the School of Aerial Gunnery at Turnberry from 
23 May – 11 June. To round off his education, he attended the Wireless & Observers School 
at Brooklands from 1 – 27 July 1917.

Upon satisfactory completion of his flight and other training, Lt Storrer was promoted to 
Captain (Capt) on 15 August and graded as a Flight Commander with No. 3 Squadron, AFC. 

On 21 August, the squadron flew their two -seater RE8’s across the English Channel and 
landed at Lympne in France, where they were attached to the British Army and established as 
a training squadron at Savy, in the Arras sector. The rest of the squadron and their equipment 
followed by sea and rail. 

The squadron began operations on 12 September and their role was to supply army 
headquarters with aerial photographs and reconnaissance reports on German troop 
movements and the fall of the British artillery shells, which they wired back to the gunners, 
all of which was under the constant threat of German fighter aircraft. 

Henry Haigh Storrer
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Once their apprenticeship in the Arras sector was complete, in mid-November 1917, the 
squadron moved across the Belgian border to the airfield at Bailleul, where they were 
attached to the newly formed Australian Corps (then holding the line from Messines to 
Armentieres) for the first time.

The northern winter was approaching and, as the weather closed in, flying conditions 
increasingly became more difficult. On 2 December, in response to an urgent request for 
artillery observation support, Capt Storrer took it upon himself to “go up” despite gale force 
winds. 

As his RE8 left the ground, it was caught by a gust of wind and, in the words of one 
eyewitness, was left “literally standing still in the air”. The aircraft stalled and crashed into a 
brick wall on the edge of the aerodrome, killing Capt Storrer and his observer, Lt William 
Scott. 

Captain Henry Haigh Storrer was buried in the Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, 
France later that afternoon. 

Capt Henry Storrer’s grave at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, France
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Name: Storrer, Henry Haigh
Service Number n/a
Date enlisted 1 October 1916
Place enlisted Laverton, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Lieutenant
Initial Unit Australian Flying Corps
Date and ship embarked for overseas 25 October 1916

HMAT A38 Ulysses
Previous military service or 
enlistment attempts?

8 years Royal Australian Garrison Artillery. 
Previously enlisted in the AIF on 15 November 
1915 but not released. 

Stated age/DOB (if known) 28 years (3/9/1888)
Place of birth Geelong, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Accountant
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Storrer, Mrs Margaret, mother, 

“Bonnie Brae” 
22 McKillop Street, Geelong, Victoria

Permanent address in Australia “Bonnie Brae”
22 McKillop Street, Geelong, Victoria

Appearance Fair complexion, light brown hair, grey eyes, height 
– 6 feet, weight – 10 stone, 12 lbs, chest 
measurement – 38 inches

Final Rank Captain
Final Unit No. 3 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Accidental death
Date and place died 2 December 1917

Bailleul, France
Cemetery details Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, France.

Plot III, Row F, Grave 46 
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll, 

Geelong & District Peace Memorial, Anglesea 
Recreation & Sports Club Honor Roll, Anglesea 
War Memorial, Dennys Lascelles Ltd Roll of Honor 
and St David’s Presbyterian Church Honor Roll 
(Newtown)
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Private (Pte) 3256 William Herman Zimmer enlisted in the 57th Infantry Battalion in the 15th

Infantry Brigade of the 5th Australian Division in Geelong on 19 September 1916. He 
embarked overseas on 16 December and disembarked in Plymouth on 18 February 1917, 
where he joined the 15th (Brigade) Training Battalion at Hurdcott Camp, Wiltshire.

He attended the School of Musketry at Tidworth between 30 April – 24 May, from which he 
graduated 1st Class “with a fair knowledge of the Lewis Gun”. On 3 June he was detached for 
duty with the 16th Field Company Engineers at Parkhouse, then rejoined the training battalion 
on 25 July.

Pte Zimmer left England on 17 October and arrived in France the next day, where he was 
taken on strength of the 57th Battalion, in the field at Reninghelst, on 28 October 1917. Just 
two days later he was promoted to Lance Corporal (L Cpl). 

In response to the German offensive in the south, on 28 March the 5th Division moved to the 
Somme and the 57th Battalion went into the trenches near Corbie on 31 March 1918. L Cpl 
Zimmer became ill with trench fever and was hospitalised at Etaples, and then Camiers, from 
5 – 30 April, after which he rejoined the battalion on 8 May.

On 17 June 1918, L Cpl Zimmer was with a working party of 150 men sent to complete work 
on the front line near Buire sur Ancre when they were caught in a German artillery barrage. 
Two men were wounded, but L Cpl Zimmer was killed in action during the bombardment.

Lance Corporal 3256 William Herman Zimmer was buried at the Ribemont Communal 
Cemetery the next day, 18 June 1918.

William Herman Zimmer
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Name: Zimmer, William Herman
Service Number 3256
Date enlisted 19 September 1916
Place enlisted Geelong, Victoria
Rank on enlistment Private
Initial Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Date and ship embarked for overseas 16 December 1916

HMAT A7 Medic
Previous military service Lieutenant – CMF, Colac
Stated age/DOB (if known) 19 years 11 months
Place of birth Geelong West, Victoria
Marital status Single
Occupation Law Clerk
Religion Presbyterian
Next of kin and address Zimmer, Mr William Henry, father, 

14 McKillop Street, Geelong, Victoria
Permanent address 14 McKillop Street, Geelong, Victoria
Appearance Fair complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, height – 

5 feet 11 inches, weight – 9 stone, 9 lbs, chest 
measurement – 36/38 inches

Final Rank Lance Corporal
Final Unit 57th Infantry Battalion
Theatres of war served in France, Belgium
Fate Killed in action
Date and place died 17 June 1918

Buire sur Ancre, France
Cemetery details Ribemont Communal Cemetery, France. 

Row A, Grave 3
Honours/medals British War Medal, Victory Medal
Notes Also listed on the Barwon Rowing Club Honor Roll, 

St Georges Presbyterian Church Memorial Window 
and the Geelong & District Peace Memorial.
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GlossarGlossary

GInfantry Battalion:              Military unit comprising ~1,000 men (at full strength)

Billets: Soldier accommodation which included village barns, lofts and 
stables

Infantry Brigade:  Military unit comprising four infantry battalions, plus 
headquarters staff, trench mortars and machine guns (~5,000 men 
at full strength)

Casualties:  Total number of those killed or who died of wounds, or are 
wounded, missing or taken prisoner of war because of military 
action

Corps:  Military unit comprising two or more infantry divisions

Infantry Division:  Military unit comprising three infantry brigades plus headquarters 
staff, field artillery, pioneers/engineers, machine guns, medical 
staff, supply, salvage, veterinary, sanitary and signals staff 
(~18,000 men at full strength)

Enfilade:  The position of trenches or troops making them subject to 
sweeping fire along their length or side, rather than their front

Field Artillery Brigade:  Military unit comprising four batteries of four (later increased to 
six) 18-pounder field guns

Flank: The left or right side of a body of troops

Light Horse Brigade:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH regiments plus 
headquarters staff, signals, machine guns, veterinary section and 
field ambulance (~1,500 men at full strength)

Light Horse Regiment:  Military unit (mounted) comprising three LH squadrons, plus 
headquarters, and machine guns (~475 men at full strength)

Trench Foot/Feet: Swelling and tissue damage caused by prolonged exposure to wet 
and cold conditions

Salient:  An outwardly projecting part of a fortification, trench system, or 
line of defence

Shrapnel: Artillery shells that burst in the air and pelt the ground with metal

Squadron (AFC):  Military unit (airborne) comprising 18 aircraft (in three flights), 18 
pilots, 159 ground crew plus headquarters staff (~250 men at full 
strength)

Squadron (LH):  Military sub-unit (mounted) of a LH regiment comprising ~130 
men (at full strength)

Taken on Strength: The unit the soldier joined was responsible for feeding and 
accommodating him from that date
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“This memorial was erected by the members to act as an incentive to the younger generation 
to emulate those noble qualities which the men, whose memory the column perpetuated, had 
displayed. It might also induce some to take up rowing as a pastime. Rowing as a sport 
exemplified self-denial, and that splendid spirit of 'playing for the side and not for the 
individual' . That the club was composed of men with the truest and noblest instincts was 
demonstrated by the splendid war record achieved. Of the 1914 active members, there were 
47 who had volunteered for active service, one of whom had been awarded the DSO 
(Lieutenant-colonel Neil Freeman), two the MC, besides other decorations and honours. The 
club members felt that they could not foget those who had made the greatest sacrifice of all; 
their memory would never be forgotten.”

- President Bostock at the unveiling of the memorial March 1920

Henry Storrer (far right) Point Cook 1916



James Alexander Reid’s grave at Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery, France
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